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Page 7: Jurisdiction no bar in dowry harassment case

• The Supreme Court held that a woman, who had fled the cruelty of her marital home, can 

file a case of dowry harassment under Section 498 IPC against her husband and in-laws at 

the place where she is currently sheltered.

• In a judgment further expanding the jurisdiction of courts to provide relief to victims of 

dowry harassment, a Bench led by CJI Ranjan Gogoi relaxed the rigours of the CrPC. 

• Section 177 of the Code mandates that criminal cases can be filed and tried only in courts 

within whose jurisdiction the crime occurred.

• The appeal was by Rupali Devi whose efforts to file a dowry harassment case from her 

parents’ place of residence was dismissed by the Allahabad High Court. 

• It held that cruelty punishable under Section 498A of the IPC was not a “continuing 

offence,” and could not be probed or punished in a jurisdiction outside the one in which the 

victim’s marital house is situated. 

• But the SC said the horrifying memories of the matrimonial home would continue to haunt 

her. This amounts to continuing cruelty.



Page 7: Centre denies RTI plea on CIC appointments

• The Centre has denied a Right to Information (RTI) request for details of the ongoing 

recruitment process for four vacancies in the Central Information Commission (CIC), despite 

a recent Supreme Court order mandating that such information be made public. 

• The CIC is the RTI Act’s highest appellate body.

• RTI activist had requested for information on the number, names and particulars of 

applicants, the process being followed to short-list them, and any search committee that has 

been constituted to fill these vacancies.

• In an interim order on December 13, 2018, as well as in its final order in the case on 

February, 2019, the SC had directed the Centre and States to pro-actively disclose all 

information regarding the recruitment advertisement, the particulars of the applicants, the 

search and selection committees and the criteria for short-listing candidates on their 

websites.



Page 10: Pak. issues 2,200 visas to Indian pilgrims

• Pakistan has issued 2,200 visas to Indian pilgrims for attending the Baisakhi celebrations 

that will be held in various Sikh shrines in Pakistan during April 12-21.

• The statement from the High Commission of Pakistan stated that the yatrees would visit the 

holiest shrines of Panja Sahib, Nankana Sahib, and Kartarpur Sahib during their visit.

• The High Commission said the latest bunch of visas to Indian pilgrims was issued in 

addition to the visas to Sikhs residing in other countries.

• The statement claimed that by issuing the visas, Pakistan has displayed commitment to 

preserving religious places in Pakistan.



Page 12: IMF forecasts dip in global growth in 2019

• The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has projected that global growth will be 3.3% in 

2019, down from 3.6% in 2018 and 4% in 2017, IMF Chief Economist said while releasing 

the World Economic Outlook 2019 April report, at the start of the World Bank IMF Spring 

Meetings.

• This lower projection is due to a slower global expansion in the second half of 2018 caused 

by 

• U.S.-China trade tensions, 

• macroeconomic stress in Turkey and Argentina, 

• tighter credit policies in China and financial tightening 

• a normalisation of monetary policy in advanced economies

‘Robust consumption’

• India’s growth is projected to pick up, from 7.1% in 2018, to 7.3% in 2019 and 7.5% in 

2020, “supported by the continued recovery of investment and robust consumption amid a 

more expansionary stance of monetary policy and some expected impetus from fiscal 

policy”.



• Nevertheless, reflecting the recent revision to the national account statistics that indicated 

somewhat softer underlying momentum, growth forecasts have been revised downward 

compared with October 2018 WEO by 0.1 percentage point for 2019 and 0.2 percentage 

point for 2020, respectively.

• The IMF expects growth to pick up in the second half of the year driven by an 

• accommodative policy stance in advanced economies, 

• the prospects of an easing of trade tensions between the U.S. and China

• a ramped up fiscal and monetary stimulus by China to counter the trade war’s effects

• Global growth is therefore expected to return to 3.6%, but this is subject to a rebound in 

Argentina and Turkey and certain emerging market risks not manifesting. Brexit 

uncertainties and China’s growth not being as high as expected are risks that will impact 

these projections.

Moderation in expansion

• Beyond 2020, global growth is expected to level out at 3.6% over the medium term, driven 

by a moderation in expansion in advanced countries (caused by a weak productivity growth 

and a slow labour force growth) and the stabilisation of emerging market expansion at 2020 

levels.



• Advanced economies are expected to slow down to 1.6% growth by 2022 and remain at that 

rate thereafter.

• For emerging markets and developing countries, growth is expected to steady at 4.8% over 

the medium term and given that these groups are growing faster than advanced economies, 

their contribution to global growth is expected to increase from 76% to 85% over the next 

five years. 

• However, there are “important differences” within emerging markets and developing 

economies.

• For instance, China is expected to slow down to 5.5% by 2024 as it moves towards 

increasing private consumption and services and regulatory tightening.

• India’s growth is expected to stabilise at 7.75% over the medium term, driven by structural 

reforms and the easing of infrastructure bottlenecks.

• In terms of policy priorities, the IMF has called for a “continued implementation of 

structural and financial sector reforms” in order to lower public debt and aid growth.

• Specifically, it says a continued fiscal consolidation is needed to bring down public debt, 

strengthening goods and services tax compliance and lowering subsidies.



Page 13: Major banks begin to slash lending rates, EMIs set to drop

• Equated monthly instalments (EMIs) are set to fall with banks announcing a cut in their 

lending rates. The country’s largest lender, State Bank of India (SBI) led the way cutting the 

interest rate on its loans by 5 basis points (bps).

• As a result, the one year marginal cost of funds based lending rate (MCLR) of SBI — to 

which most loans are linked — will now drop to 8.5%.

• As a result, housing and vehicle loans would become cheaper, the bank said in a filing. 

• The revised interest rates would be 8.65% for loans up to one year tenure, 8.75% for two-

year and 8.85% three-year loans respectively. 

• The moves come after the RBI decided to cut the repo rate by 25 bps to 6% last week.

• Since February, the repo rate had been reduced by 50 bps though SBI had reduced its MCLR 

by only 5 bps during this period.

Cash credit, overdraft

• Also, with all cash credit and overdraft accounts above ₹1 lakh linked to the repo rate, the 

benefit of RBI’s rate cut last week, ‘will get passed on in its entirety to such CC/OD 

customers banking with SBI with effect from May 1, 2019,’ the bank added.



Page 13: India’s gold reserves increase marginally in February: WGC

• India has marginally increased its gold holding in February while maintaining the tenth 

position among countries in terms of yellow metal reserves, as per latest data from the World 

Gold Council (WGC).

• India added 1.7 tonnes in February while most other countries, barring Russia and China, 

saw their reserves unchanged in the recent past.

• As per WGC, India had total gold reserves of 608.7 tonnes in February, marginally up from 

the previous month’s holding of 607 tonnes.

• Apart from India, only two other countries among the top 10 in terms of gold reserves 

increased their holdings in the month of February, Russia and China.

• Incidentally, India’s overall ranking is pegged at 11 as the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) boasts of gold reserves of 2,814 tonnes to occupy the third position after the U.S. 

(8,133.5 tonnes) and Germany (3,369.7 tonnes).

• Pakistan has 64.6 tonnes and is ranked 45 while Sri Lanka (19.9 tonnes) and Bangladesh (14 

tonnes) are at 63rd and 66th positions.

• Nepal with 6.4 tonnes is at 82nd position.



Page 13: India becomes YouTube’s largest and fastest growing market

• With substantial growth in India’s internet coverage and data growth, the country has 

become YouTube’s largest and fastest growing market with 265 million Indians watching the 

video-sharing website every month.

• YouTube today has become the first stop for users to consume content, whether they are 

looking for entertainment or information. It is this incredible variety of content combined 

with the growing reach that makes YouTube a perfect platform for brands to drive 

personalised engagement.

• In the last one year, YouTube’s consumption on mobile has increased to 85%, with 60% of 

the watch time coming from outside the six largest metros in India. 

• Today, YouTube creators have become effective storytellers, with more than 1,200 Indian 

creators crossing the million subscriber-milestone, compared to five years ago, when there 

were only two creators

• User behaviour has shifted massively to mobile video and therein lies the opportunity for 

marketers today. With the growth of YouTube in India, it is an amazing time to be a 

marketer; as you can do full-funnel growth, creative storytelling and cross-channel planning 

easily.
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