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MCQs FOR 11TH APRIL, 2019

1) Which of the following is/are challenges facing the Indian Economy presently?
1. Global slow down
2. High inflation
3. Low credit ratings
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



2) Consider the following statements regarding the Indian economy
1. There is huge gap between the inflation rate and the repo rate in India.
2. The Reserve Bank of India has maintained its policy stance as accommodative for the past 
one year.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



3) Consider the following statements regarding Model code of Conduct
1. It is enforced till the last of elections in a state.
2. The Centre has not enacted a law for model code of conduct to be enforced.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



4) Consider the following statements regarding black holes
1. It is formed mostly after a supernovae explosion.
2. Einstein’s theory falters in case of black holes.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



5) Consider the following statements regarding electronic cigarettes
1. They do not use tobacco leaves to produce smoke. 
2. They are banned in India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Page 1: Smokers spent $700 billion on cigarettes in 2017: WHO
WHO findings
• Global cigarette sales in 2017 stood at $700 billion highlighting the fact that the amount was 

250 times more than what the international organisation needed to protect human health.
• Tobacco is the only legal drug that kills many of its users when used exactly as intended by 

manufacturers.
• It is estimated that tobacco use (smoking and smokeless) is currently responsible for the 

death of about six million people across the world each year with many of these deaths 
occurring prematurely.

• In India, where the mean age at initiation to daily smoking is 18.7 years, the total tax 
revenue collected from tobacco products is more than ₹34,000 crore annually. 

• Doctors warn that the early age of starting tobacco abuse translates into an increased risk of 
heart disease in younger people.

• Worldwide, a total 6,00,000 people are also estimated to die from the effects of second-hand 
smoke. Although often associated with ill-health, disability and death from non-
communicable chronic diseases, tobacco smoking is also associated with an increased risk of 
death from communicable diseases.



Health consequences
• Among young people, the short-term health consequences of smoking include respiratory 

and non-respiratory effects, addiction to nicotine and the associated risk of other drug use. 
• Long-term health consequences of youth smoking are reinforced by the fact that most young 

people who smoke regularly continue to smoke through adulthood. 
• Also cigarette smokers have a lower level of lung function than those persons who have 

never smoked.
Reduces risk
According to information released by the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), 
quitting tobacco abuse immediately reduces the risk of heart attack and/or stroke. This helps 
even if a person has already had a heart attack and/or stroke, irrespective of his/her age.
Smokeless tobacco
• Tobacco Institute of India (TII), a representative body of farmers, manufacturers, exporters, 

etc. notes that despite accounting for 17% of the world population, tobacco consumption in 
the form of cigarettes in India is less than 2% of global consumption. However, India 
accounts for 84% of the world’s consumption of smokeless tobacco while accounting for low 
per capita consumption of cigarettes.



Page 1: EC puts on hold release of biopic on PM Modi
• The release of a biopic on Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been deferred till further 

orders from the Election Commission, which issued a directive prohibiting display of any 
biopic material that subserves “the purposes of any political entity or individual connected to 
it”.

• The order bars broadcast of any such material in the electronic media, including films. 
• The EC said in case of such a violation in any movie, certified by the appropriate authority 

[Censor Board], or a complaint made in this regard, a committee set up by the Commission 
would examine it and suggest appropriate action. 

• The committee will be headed by a retired Supreme Court judge or a former Chief Justice of 
a High Court.

Violation of model code
• The poll panel observed that certain political contents on either a candidate, a political party 

or the achievement of the party in power — which were not in conformity with the model 
code of conduct (MCC) — were being displayed in the electronic media or were intended to 
be displayed with the purpose of furthering electoral gains. 



• The complaints received alleged these films diminished or advanced the electoral prospects 
of a candidate or a party in the garb of creative freedom; and that such content were 
surrogate publicity by the candidate or the political party.

• Therefore, the EC directed that any biopic material, which is intended to, or which has 
potential to disturb the level playing field during the elections, should not be displayed 
during the MCC period.

What is the MCC?
• The Model Code of Conduct (MCC) is a document from the Election Commission of India 

that lays down the minimum standards of behaviour for political parties and their candidates 
contesting elections, by defining their dos and don’ts in the electoral battle.

• The MCC was first mooted by Kerala in its 1960 assembly elections. It was later adopted by 
the Election Commission (EC) during mid-term elections in 1968 and 1969.

• It is not backed by any law; rather it was an understanding that was reached between 
political parties though the same is binding on them.

• It states that no side should have an undue advantage.



Page 7: Anonymity of poll bonds must go: EC
• Election Commission of India told the Supreme Court that the government’s electoral bonds 

scheme for political funding has legalised anonymity reiterating its strong stand against 
electoral bonds.

• The poll panel said such bonds protect the identity of political donors and parties receiving 
the contributions. Donors who contribute less than ₹20,000 to political parties through 
purchase of electoral bonds need not provide their identity details like PAN.

EC’s presentations before SC
• Right to vote means making an informed choice. People should know the political parties 

who fund their candidates. More important to know the principal than the agent.
• The country, through court rulings and electoral reforms, had taken a step forward from the 

era of huge cash transactions, but anonymity in electoral bonds is like “two steps 
backwards.”

• The amendments brought to the Representation of the People Act are of concern. 
• Political parties should put information on donations on their websites so people get to know.



Image	Credit:	Business	Standard

Image	Credit:	National	Herald



Page 1: SC rejects Centre’s plea to keep Rafale documents secret
• In unanimous support for freedom of the press in a democracy, the Supreme Court dismissed 

the government’s plea to declare the Rafale jets’ purchase documents a secret, while 
upholding the right of free speech of The Hindu to publish the defence papers in a series of 
articles since February 2019.

• Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi, said The Hindu’s right to publish the Rafale documents 
was in consonance with the constitutional guarantee of freedom of speech.

• With this, the court dismissed preliminary objections raised by the government against 
petitions seeking a review of the December 14, 2018 judgment of the Supreme Court, which 
upheld the deal for purchase of 36 Rafale jets.

Government’s claim
• The government claimed that the review pleas were based on secret Rafale documents 

unauthorisedly removed from the Ministry of Defence and leaked to the media. 
• Attorney-General appearing for the government argued that keeping the Rafale issue “alive” 

would be a threat to national security.



• He had argued that “stolen” documents came under the protection of the Official Secrets Act 
(OSA). They were not admissible in evidence in a court of law.

• Claiming privilege, the government had wanted the court to ignore the documents, even if 
they were found to be germane to the Rafale case, and dismiss the review petitions at a 
preliminary stage.

Supreme Court’s reply
Ø The Supreme Court by quoted Justice H.R. Khanna, the iconic lone dissenter in the 

Emergency case, who said “judges, in order to give legitimacy to their decision, have to keep 
aloof from the din and controversy of politics and the fluctuating fortunes of rival political 
parties… Their primary duty is to uphold the Constitution and the laws without fear or 
favour.”

Ø The SC rubbished the government’s claim of privilege. It said neither OSA nor any other law 
empowers the government to stop the media from publishing the documents nor the court 
from examining them.

Ø Besides, Chief Justice Gogoi said claiming privilege over the Rafale documents was an 
“exercise in utter futility.”



Ø The documents were already within the reach and knowledge of the entire citizenry. This 
being the scenario, there was no reason for the Supreme Court to stop itself from “reading 
and considering the documents or from shutting out its evidentiary worth and value.”

Ø It would be “unauthorised judicial law-making” if the court banned government records 
from the public eye when Parliament had no such intention, Chief Justice Gogoi said, 
referring to the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in the ‘Pentagon Papers’ case.

Ø Justice K.M. Joseph, in his separate but concurring judgment, said the court had before it 
allegations of wrong-doing by the “highest echelons of power.”

Ø According privilege to the Rafale documents would come close to conferring immunity from 
conviction, Justice Joseph indicated.

Ø Moreover, Chief Justice Gogoi reasoned that the Right to Information (RTI) Act anyway has 
superseded the colonial OSA of 1923. 

Ø The RTI Act champions transparency and accountability in governance. It mandates 
disclosure of even secret government records in the greater public interest.

Ø Justice Joseph pointed to how the RTI Act symbolised the will of the people to fight an 
unrelenting crusade against corruption.

Ø The judge pointed to how Section 24 of the Act provides that allegations of corruption as 
well as human rights violations should not be exempted from disclosure under the law.



Page 10: RTI Act supersedes official secrets law

§ The Right to Information Act confers on ordinary citizens the ‘priceless right’ to demand 
information even in matters affecting national security and relations with a foreign state, 
Justice K.M. Joseph observed in his separate judgment.

§ Justice Joseph was countering the claim made by the government for privilege over Rafale 
purchase documents under the Official Secrets Act (OSA). 

§ He said the Right to Information (RTI) Act overawes the OSA.
§ Referring to Section 8(2) of the RTI Act, Justice Joseph said the government cannot refuse 

information if disclosure in public interest overshadows certain ‘protected interests.’
§ The separate judgment also offers a scathing critique on journalistic bias. 
§ The judge said “controlling business interests and political allegiances" have eroded 

journalistic responsibility. 
§ The judge said bias is as much a bane for a journalist as it is for a judge.



Page 7: How can Google Pay operate without authorisation, asks HC

Petition submitted in High Court
• Google Pay did not figure in the list of ‘Payment System Operators’ authorised by the RBI.
• It pointed out that the RBI’s April 2018 Master Circular on Storage of Payment System Data 

mandated that “all system providers shall ensure that the entire data relating to payment 
systems operated by them are stored in a system only in India.”

• Google Pay, being an unregistered entity to the Payment and Settlement Systems Act 2007, 
is not in compliance with the requirements and the RBI’s Master Circular.

• Google Pay by the virtue of unauthorised access to the BHIM – Unified Payments Interface 
– can have serious effect on the privacy and personal liberty of Indian citizens as the data 
might be stored in servers located outside India.

• Google India was doing business as Google Pay through its unauthorised operation in India 
as Payment and Settlement Systems has unmonitored and unauthorised access to the 
personal information such as Aadhaar, PAN, transaction etc. of the public.



• The petition has asked the court for a direction to conduct a comprehensive compliance audit 
of the Google India Digital Services Private Limited for its alleged “unauthorised operation 
in India as Payment and Settlement Systems under the provisions of the Payment and 
Settlement Systems Act, 2007.”

Delhi HC’s reply
• The Delhi High Court asked the Reserve Bank of India how could Google’s mobile payment 

app, Google Pay, operate in India as a payment transaction system without the requisite 
authorisation.

• A Bench of Chief Justice issued notice to the RBI and Google India on a petition seeking 
direction to the tech giant to immediately stop Google Pay services in India.
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Page 12: Capturing a trap where matter, space and time come to an end
Context
• Astronomers announced that they had a black hole, a cosmic abyss so deep and dense that 

not even light can escape it.
• The image, of a lopsided ring of light surrounding a dark circle deep in the heart of the 

galaxy known as Messier 87, some 55 million light-years away from Earth, resembled the 
Eye of Sauron.

• It is a smoke ring framing a one-way portal to eternity.
How did the astronomers obtain the image?
• To capture the image, astronomers reached across intergalactic space to a giant galaxy 

known as Messier 87, in the constellation Virgo. 
• There, a black hole about seven billion times more massive than the sun is unleashing a 

violent jet of energy some 5,000 light years into space.
• The image emerged from two years of computer analysis of observations from a network of 

radio antennas called the Event Horizon Telescope. 



• The network is named after the edge of a black hole, the point of no return; beyond the event 
horizon, not even light can escape the black hole’s gravitational pull.

• In all, eight radio observatories on six mountains and four continents observed the galaxy in 
Virgo on and off for 10 days in April 2017.

• The telescope array also monitored a dim source of radio noise called Sagittarius A* 
(pronounced Sagittarius A-star), at the heart of our Milky Way galaxy.

How is a black hole formed?
• If too much matter is crammed into one place, the cumulative force of gravity becomes 

overwhelming, and the place becomes an eternal trap, a black hole.
• Einstein’s theory, matter, space and time is invalid in a black hole.
• The energy within is thought to be powerful enough to power quasars and other violent 

phenomena from the nuclei of galaxies, including the jets of intense radiation that spew 
5,000 light years from the galaxy M87.

• As hot, dense gas swirls around the black hole, like water headed down a drain, the intense 
pressures and magnetic fields cause energy to squirt from either side. 

• As a paradoxical result, supermassive black holes, which lurk in the centres of galaxies, can 
be the most luminous objects in the universe.
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• Most Indian professionals expect significant disruptions at work in the next three years, 

according to a study by Mercer India.
• As per Mercer’s 2019 Global Talent Trends study, 88% of executives in India predict 

significant disruptions around their jobs, compared with 40% in 2018.
• Some 76% of companies in India plan to automate more work in the next 12 months. More 

than half (54%) of employees want curated learning to help them evolve their skills and 
prepare for future jobs. Some 70% of Indian employees prefer more clearly defined 
responsibilities, finds the study.

• Thriving employees in India are almost two times more likely to work for an organisation
that enables quick decision-making (90% vs. 59%) and that provides tools and resources for 
them to do their job efficiently (89% vs. 67%).

• As per Mercer’s study, job security is one of the top three reasons employees in India joined 
their company, and one of the main reasons they stay.

• Also, two in three employees are concerned that AI (artificial intelligence) and automation 
will replace their jobs, according to the study.
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IMF’s April 2019 Global Financial Stability Report (GFSR) report
q The GFSR provides an assessment of balance sheet vulnerabilities across financial and non-

financial sectors in advanced and emerging market economies.
q Findings
• There continues to be a high stock of non-performing assets (NPAs) in India, and there has 

been some progression. 
• As recommended by the Financial Sector Assessment Program for India, the level of 

capitalisation of some banks, particularly government-owned banks should be bolstered. 
• There were some steps taken by the authorities to boost capital buffers in banks and also 

governments in state-owned banks, that have had some positive impact.
• Resolution and recognition of non-performing loans (NPLs) are important.
• Portfolio flows to emerging markets are influenced by benchmark-driven investors — 70% 

of country allocations of investment funds are impacted by benchmark indices.
• This category of investors are more sensitive to global financial conditions and as they 

command increasing shares of portfolio flows, external shocks may propagate to medium-
size, and frontier market economies faster than they did in the past.



China, a priority
• China is likely to become more important for other emerging markets as it gets included in 

benchmark indices. 
• Portfolio flows to China are expected to increase by $150 billion by 2020 due to its inclusion 

in a global bond index.
• Financial vulnerabilities in China remain high, and the authorities face a difficult trade-off 

between supporting near-term growth, countering adverse external shock, and containing 
leverage through regulatory tightening.



Page 14: Commerce Ministry for law to ban making, sale of e-cigarettes
• The Commerce Ministry has asked the Health Ministry to frame a law banning manufacture 

and sale of e-cigarettes in the country as in the absence of a domestic legislation, it would 
not be possible to put a blanket ban on its imports.

• The Health Ministry had asked the Commerce Ministry to issue a notification banning 
import of electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS), including e-cigarettes and flavoured
hookah.

Advisory to States
• In August last year, the Health Ministry had issued an advisory to all States and Union 

Territories (UTs) to stop the manufacture, sale and import of ENDS after the Delhi High 
Court took strong exception to the Centre for the delay in coming up with appropriate 
measures to tackle the “new emerging threat” of e-cigarettes.

• In March, the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation also directed all Drug 
Controllers in States and UTs not to allow the manufacture, sale, import and advertisement 
of ENDS, including e-cigarettes and flavoured hookah, in their jurisdictions. 

• Over 1,000 doctors from 24 States and three UTs in April this year urged Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to enforce a ban on ENDS before it became an “epidemic in India,” 
especially among the youth.



What are electronic cigarettes?
• Electronic cigarettes or e-cigarettes are 

devices that do not burn or use tobacco 
leaves but instead vaporise a solution, which 
a user then inhales. 

• The main constituents of the solution, in 
addition to nicotine, are propylene glycol 
(with or without glycerol and flavouring
agents).

• In its general advisory to the public in 
August 2018, the Health Ministry had said 
that as per the World Health Organization 
report, governments of 30 countries had 
already banned ENDS.



Page 18: Blue, a human-friendly robot, could lend a hand with your household chores 
• Scientists have developed a robot that uses artificial intelligence (AI) to master intricate 

human tasks, and could one day help you fold laundry or make a cup of coffee at home.
• Robots may have a knack for super-human strength and precision, but they still struggle with 

some basic human tasks.
• Blue, the human-friendly robot conceived and built by researchers at the University of 

California, Berkeley in the U.S., can learn human tasks, while being safe enough for every 
home to have one.

• Existing robots are too expensive, not safe around humans and similarly not safe around 
themselves — if they learn through trial and error, they will easily break themselves.

• Blue’s durable, plastic parts and high-performance motors total less than $5,000 to 
manufacture and assemble. 

• Its arms, each about the size of the average bodybuilder’s, are sensitive to outside forces —
like a hand pushing it away — and has rounded edges and minimal pinch points to avoid 
catching stray fingers. Blue’s arms can be very stiff, like a human flexing, or very flexible, 
like a human relaxing, or anything in between.

• Currently, the team is building 10 arms in-house to distribute to select early adopters.
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