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Page 1: Opposition to move SC again for 50% paper trail verification
Issue
• The court had directed the Election Commission to increase random matching of VVPAT 

slips with EVMs from one polling booth to five booths in every Assembly segment to instil
confidence in voters.

• Leaders of major Opposition parties said that they would approach the Supreme Court again 
to demand verification of at least 50% of the Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) 
machines with the Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs).

• The parties said they had raised the issue with the Election Commission many times, but it 
did not take the matter “seriously.”

• The parties said confidence of voters can be gained only through paper trail. VVPAT ensures 
the accuracy of the voting system.

• They also said that names of lakhs of voters have been deleted online without physical 
verification by the Election Commission.



Page 4: Miraj MBBS students join PG quota protest
Issue
• MBBS Students are protesting against the reservation in postgraduate courses.
• A press statement issued by the aggrieved students said that reservation in the State have 

reached 78% after the introduction of 16% Socially and Economically Backward Class 
(SEBC) quota provided by the current Devendra Fadnavis government and 10% 
Economically Weaker Section (EWS) quota being granted by the Central government, over 
and above the pre-existing 52% in the State.

Why are they protesting?
• They said that after studying for MBBS for 5.5 years, all the doctors are at par socially, 

economically and academically as well.
• They study under the same teachers, live in the same hostels and draw the same stipend.
• It added that a government MBBS doctor earns a minimum of ₹60,000 a month which 

translates to about ₹ 7,20,000 a year and thus the question of economic backwardness does 
not arise at the level of postgraduate examinations.



• After learning 19 subjects and passing out of medical school with a graduate degree, the only 
identity is that of a doctor, the meritocracy of which depends upon the utilisation of equal 
educational opportunities provided to him/her at the level of undergraduate studies, and thus 
the question of backwardness does not arise

What is their demand?
The medical students say that their main demand is scrapping off all caste and category-based 
reservations in PG and introduction of a merit-based admission process just like in the case of 
super-specialisation courses



Page 7: ‘India short of 6 lakh doctors, 2 million nurses: U.S. study
q Researchers at Center for Disease Dynamics, Economics & Policy (CDDEP) in the U.S. 

conducted stakeholder interviews in Uganda, India, and Germany, and literature reviews to 
identify key access barriers to antibiotics in low, middle, and high-income countries.

q According to the report by the CDDEP,
• India has a shortage of an estimated 600,000 doctors and 2 million nurses, say scientists who 

found that the lack of staff who are properly trained in administering antibiotics is preventing 
patients from accessing life-saving drugs.

• Even when antibiotics are available, patients are often unable to afford them. High out-of-
pocket medical costs to the patient are compounded by limited government spending for 
health services.

• In India, 65% of health expenditure is out-of-pocket, and such expenditures push some 57 
million people into poverty each year.

• The majority of the world’s annual 5.7 million antibiotic-treatable deaths occur in low and 
middle-income countries, where the mortality burden from treatable bacterial infections far 
exceeds the estimated annual 700,000 deaths from antibiotic-resistant infections.



• Health facilities in many of these countries are substandard.
• In India, there is one government doctor for every 10,189 people (the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) recommends a ratio of 1:1,000), or there is a deficit of 600,000 doctors, 
and the nurse:patient ratio is 1:483, implying a shortage of two million nurses.

• Even after the discovery of a new antibiotic, regulatory hurdles and substandard health 
facilities delay or altogether prevent widespread market entry and drug availability.

Drugs not available
• Of 21 new antibiotics entering markets between 1999 and 2014, less than five were 

registered in most countries in sub-Saharan Africa. Just the mere existence of an effective 
antibiotic does not mean that they are available in countries where they are most needed.

• Worldwide, the irrational use of antibiotics and poor antimicrobial stewardship lead to 
treatment failure and propagate the spread of drug resistance which, in turn, further narrows 
the available array of effective antibiotics.



Page 10: Pak. releases another 100 Indian fishermen
• Pakistan has released another 100 Indian fishermen as a goodwill gesture amidst tensions 

between the two countries after the Pulwama terror attack.
• The fishermen released were part of the second batch of 360 Indian prisoners Pakistan has 

promised to set free in four phases this month.
• Pakistan released the first batch of 100 Indian fishermen on April 7.
• The fishermen, who were released from Malir Jail in Karachi, were being taken to Lahore by 

train, officials said. They will be handed over to the Indian authorities at the Wagah border.
• They had been arrested for fishing illegally in Pakistani waters. Another 100 will be freed on 

April 22 and the rest on April 29.



Page 7: C-295 plane deal in final stages
• The Indian Air Force (IAF) will put the long-delayed deal for C-295 transport aircraft among 

other proposals before the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) when it meets in June after 
the Lok Sabha elections. The aircraft which are meant to replace the ageing Avro fleet.

• The other major IAF deals pending approval are the Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) for 114 
fighter jets and the fresh proposal for six mid-air refuellers cancelled earlier.

• The IAF has 56 Avro transport aircraft which are in urgent need of replacement. Under the 
present deal, 16 will be built by a foreign Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) and the 
remaining 40 to be built in the country by an Indian manufacturer under transfer of 
technology.

• The sole bid by Airbus and Tata with the C-295 aircraft was approved by the DAC in May 
2015, but the contractual negotiations have been repeatedly delayed. The Request For 
Proposal (RFP) was issued to global firms in May 2013.

• This deal has become even more critical as a separate project to jointly co-develop and 
produce a Medium Transport Aircraft (MTA) of 20 tonnes with Russia to replace the An-32s 
in service was scrapped after initial design discussions.

• The An-32s which are the workhorse of the IAF are currently being upgraded under a $400 
mn deal finalised with Antonov state corporation of Ukraine in 2009.
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Page 13: UPI sets searing pace while e-wallets wobble
q An analysis of data from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the National Payments 

Corporation of India (NPCI) and some industry players from April 2018 to March 2019 
shows that

• While digital payments overall have been growing strongly, people are changing the way 
they transact, choosing bank-to-bank methods such as the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) 
over other instruments such as e-wallets.

• Not only is the UPI platform outperforming e-wallets in terms of the value of transactions 
done, but it is also eating away at e-wallets’ market share in specific areas such as person-to-
merchant (P2M) transactions.

• Payments made on the UPI platform saw a remarkable growth of over 400% in the April to 
March period, from a little more than ₹27,000 crore in April 2018 to ₹1.35 lakh crore in 
March 2019.

• The rapid growth of UPI is accompanied by a reasonably strong growth in the value of 
transactions done using e-wallets, but the latter’s growth has not taken off much following 
the fillip it received in the aftermath of demonetisation in November 2016. 



• E-wallets saw total transaction value grow 210% in the November 2016 to March 2017 
period, but this has since slowed to 123% in the April 2018 to February 2019 period.

• In absolute terms as well, transactions done using e-wallets in February 2019 (₹16,497 crore) 
are only 15% of the size of the total transaction value on the UPI platform.

• Data from Razorpay — for the percentage share of each payment method in payments made 
by customers to merchants — also shows that e-wallets are losing ground to UPI.

• UPI is now competing seriously with the incumbent forms of digital payments such as credit 
cards and debit cards.

Benefits of UPI
• UPI is completely interoperable and as such, it is unique in the world, where you have an 

interoperable system on the ‘send’ and ‘receive’ side
• People can send money from different accounts in different banks and receive it in different 

accounts in different banks. 
• It ensure real-time settlement of funds and sending money using virtual ID.
• It also enables adding multiple accounts in the same application



Challenges
• UPI requires linking phone numbers, linking bank account, entering debit card number, etc.
• Many people might want to start with simpler instruments and then transition to more 

complex ones
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