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Page 1: SC irked after poll panel’s counsel says it is ‘powerless’
• The Supreme Court gave the Election Commission (EC) exactly 24 hours to explain its 

lawyer’s submissions that it was largely “powerless” and “toothless” to act against religious 
and hate speeches by candidates during the ongoing campaign for the Lok Sabha election.

• At the hearing, Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi even threatened to have the Chief 
Election Commissioner (CEC) in the courtroom within the next half-an-hour if the court did 
not get clear answers to its questions on the EC’s powers under the law against candidates 
who spew vitriol.

• The court found that the EC had issued notice for hate speeches and campaigning for votes 
on the basis of religion in only three cases so far.

• The EC, represented by advocate Amit Sharma, said Mr. Adityanath had been issued an 
advisory.

• The EC submitted that it had limited powers and could not derecognise or disqualify the 
person even though the MCC was violated or the party which was issued notice did not 
respond.

• The court decided to examine in detail the issue of the EC’s powers to deal with hate and 
defamatory election speeches, and violations of the model code of conduct.



What was the case?
• The court was hearing a petition filed by a non-Resident Indian (NRI), highlighting the 

increase in hate and divisive speeches in the name of religion in the Lok Sabha elections of 
2019.

• The petition had called for strict action against political leaders and party representatives 
spreading hatred on religious and caste lines through the media, especially social media.

• The petitioner had urged the court to direct the constitution of a committee headed by a 
former apex court judge to closely watch the poll process and check the fairness of the ECI.



Page 7: Plea in SC seeks entry of women into mosques
• A couple has moved the Supreme Court against the prohibition of entry of Muslim women 

into mosques, terming the bar as illegal, unconstitutional and a violation of their dignity.
• The petition contended that there should not be any gender discrimination in mosques as 

Mecca, the holy city does not do so.
• The couple said they had approached several Islamic religious heads on the issue, but 

received no positive response. 
• The petitioners said the police did not also respond to their request to provide them 

protection for entering mosques.
• Women are now allowed to offer prayers at mosques under the Jamaat-e-Islami and Mujahid

denominations. Muslim women are barred from mosques under the predominant Sunni 
faction.

• Even in mosques where women are allowed, there are separate entrances and enclosures for 
men and women.



• The petition comes several months after the court upheld the dignity of women worshippers 
aged between 10 and 50 by lifting the bar on them to pray at the Sabarimala temple in 
Kerala.

• The court concluded that the bar amounted to discrimination and even a practice of 
untouchability.

• The Haji Ali Dargah Trust had also agreed in the Supreme Court to allow women to enter the 
sanctum of the shrine.



Page 10: Watch Modi biopic fully, SC tells EC
The Supreme Court directed the Election Commission to watch PM Narendra Modi fully before 
deciding whether or not to stay the film’s public screening.
What is the issue?
• Exercising its powers under Article 324 of the Constitution, the Election Commission had 

directed that any biopic material, sub-serving the purposes of any political entity or any 
individual entity connected to it, which is intended to, or which has the potential to, disturb 
the level playing field during the election, should not be displayed when the model code of 
conduct was in force. 

• “Any poster or publicity material concerning any such certified content, which either depicts 
a candidate (including prospective) for the furtherance (or purported to further) of electoral 
prospect, directly or indirectly, shall not be put to display in electronic media in the area 
where the model code of conduct is in operation,” its order had said.

• In a separate letter to the producers, the commission said the film could not be exhibited as it 
was a biopic on a political leader and prospective candidate in the election.

• The film-makers had argued that the Election Commission had stayed the movie without 
watching it, and the stay violated their fundamental right to free speech and expression.



• On April 9, the court rejected the petition of a Congress activist to stop the release. The 
petition had said the biopic was a “blatant propaganda” adorned as a work of art in violation 
of the model code of conduct.

• The court also asked the Election Commission to give the film-makers an opportunity to be 
heard, if they so requested.

Constitution Check
Article 324 : Superintendence, direction and control of elections to be vested in an 

Election Commission
(1) The superintendence, direction and control of the preparation of the electoral rolls for, and 
the conduct of, all elections to Parliament and to the Legislature of every State and of elections 
to the offices of President and Vice President held under this Constitution shall be vested in a 
Commission



Page 12: China ready to wait for India’s BRI participation
• China signalled that it was ready to wait for India’s participation in President Xi Jinping’s 

signature Belt and Road Initiative, but also pointed to possible downside to New Delhi’s 
delay in participating in the giant connectivity project.

• In response to a question on the likelihood of India’s non-participation in the upcoming Belt 
and Road Forum (BRF) that will take place later this month, Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Lu Kang stressed that Beijing was ready to exercise patience. 

• The spokesperson’s remarks align with China’s perception about India’s participation in BRI 
following last April’s Wuhan informal summit between President Xi and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 

• In August, Zhang Jun, China’s Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs, said that India was 
China’s “natural partner” in the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

• But during the media briefing on Monday, Mr. Lu emphasised that India could be negatively 
impacted if it arrived as latecomer in the BRI family.

• Citing sovereignty concerns, India has not joined the BRI, following the establishment the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) that passes through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.



Page 18: Global measles cases up by 300%, says WHO
• Measles cases rose 300% worldwide through the first three months of 2019 compared to the 

same period last year, the UN said, as concern grows over the impact of anti-vaccination 
stigma.

• This follows consecutive increases over the past two years.
• Measles, which is highly contagious, can be entirely prevented through a two-dose vaccine, 

but the World Health Organization (WHO) has in recent months sounded the alarm over 
slipping global vaccination rates.

• “While this data is provisional and not yet complete, it indicates a clear trend. Many 
countries are in the midst of sizeable measles outbreaks, with all regions of the world 
experiencing sustained rises in cases,” WHO further said.

Measles
• Measles is a highly contagious infectious disease caused by the measles virus. Symptoms 

usually develop 10–12 days after exposure to an infected person and last 7–10 days. Initial 
symptoms typically include fever, often greater than 40 °C (104 °F), cough, runny nose, and 
inflamed eyes.



Page 1: Monsoon likely to be ‘normal’ this year, says meteorological dept.
• Monsoon rain in India is likely to be “normal” this year, the India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) said. However, uncertainty clouds this optimism as the agency’s own 
assessment suggests a significant probability for the rain to fall in the ‘below normal’ 
category.

• Monsoon rainfall this year is forecast to be 96% of the Long Period Average (or 89 cm, 
which is a 50-year average of India’s monsoon rains).

• Strictly speaking, a 96% forecast is, in the IMD lexicon, “near normal.” This is just shy of 
‘below normal’ (90%-96% of LPA) rain.

• However, Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences (to whom the IMD reports), emphasised that 
this year’s forecast was for “normal” rain. 

• This is a more optimistic assessment from the one by private weather forecasting agency, 
Skymet, which earlier this month, warned of ‘below normal’ rain in June-September.

• The IMD’s optimism stems from global climate models projecting a weakening El Nino. The 
El Nino, a cyclic warming of the Central and Eastern Pacific region, has historically been 
linked to a weakening of monsoon rain.

• A temperature rise greater than 1 degree Celsius for three months at a trot is considered a 
“strong” El Nino (and threatening to the monsoon). A 0.5 degree Celsius-1 degree Celsius 
rise is called “weak El Nino conditions.” Currently, the El Nino is 0.9 degree Celsius.



Page 3: ‘CCS to decide on dual control over Assam Rifles’
• The Ministry of Home Affairs has conveyed to the Delhi High Court that it, along with the 

Ministry of Defence, will abide by any decision of the Cabinet Committee on Security on the 
dual control over the Assam Rifles.

• The Court was hearing a petition filed by the Assam Rifles Ex-Servicemen Welfare 
Association through lawyer Neha Rathi on the difficulties faced by the retired personnel of 
the force with regard to the payment of pension due to the dual control of the force.

• Assam Riffles, the 184-year-old paramilitary force of the country, is under the administrative 
control of the Ministry of Home Affairs while the operational control lies with the Ministry 
of Defence.

• The CCS is chaired by the Prime Minister and comprises the Minister of External Affairs, 
the Home Minister, the Finance Minister and the Defence Minister.

• It was decided by both the MHA and the MoD that they will abide by the decision of the 
CCS, the MHA told the High Court in its affidavit.

• The Court is now learnt to have issued a notice to the Cabinet Secretary to inform it as to 
what decision the CCS had taken on the note forwarded to it by the MHA, an official said.



Assam Rifles
• The Assam Rifles is the oldest paramilitary force of India. 
• The unit can trace its lineage back to a paramilitary police force that was formed under the 

British in 1835 called Cachar Levy.
• Over the course of its history, the Assam Rifles and its predecessor units have served in a 

number of roles, conflicts and theatres including World War I where they served 
in Europe and the Middle East, and World War II where they served mainly in Burma. In the 
post World War II period the Assam Rifles has expanded greatly as has its role.



Page 3: Sub-sonic cruise missile ‘Nirbhay’ successfully test-fired
• India successfully test-fired its first indigenously designed and developed long-range sub-

sonic cruise missile ‘Nirbhay’ from a test range in Odisha.
• The state-of-the-art missile, which can be deployed from multiple platforms, was test-fired 

from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur near here, sources in the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation said.

• Describing the trial “successful”, they said the missile, which is capable of loitering and 
cruising at 0.7 Mach at altitude as low as 100 metres, covered the designated target range in 
42 minutes and 23 seconds.

• The flight test achieved all the mission objectives, right from lift off till the final splash, 
boosting the confidence of all the scientists associated with the trial, sources said, adding it 
has an engine with rocket booster and turbofan/jet. 

• The last successful trial of the missile was conducted on November 7, 2017.



Page 7: More GSLV launch vehicles in the offing
• The Union Cabinet approved five more GSLV satellite launch vehicles for the period 2021-

24 under the next phase 4 of the ongoing GSLV continuation programme.
• One of them could be used for the second Mars mission which is being considered.
Third phase
• Sanctioned in 2003, the programme is currently in its third phase. The allocation of ₹2729.13 

crore includes the cost of the launchers, augmentation of the facilities, programme 
management, and launch campaign, a statement said.

• The Indian Space Research Organisation uses the GSLV, the second of its three launchers, to 
put 2,000-kg class of communication and other satellites to a GEO (or geosynchronous) orbit 
about 36,000 km away.

Fourth Phase
The GSLV Continuation Programme - Phase 4 will meet the launch requirement of satellites for 
providing critical satellite navigation services, data relay communication for supporting the 
Indian Human Spaceflight Programme and the next interplanetary mission to Mars. This will 
also ensure the continuity of production in Indian industry.



Page 13: Indian bourses shine in derivatives
q According to the latest report by the World Federation of Exchanges (WFE) and the 

International Options Market Association (IOMA), 
• the National Stock Exchange (NSE) and the BSE accounted for 96% of the currency 

derivatives trading in the Asia-Pacific region in 2018. 
• Further, the NSE was the global leader in terms of volume of trading of index options and 

eighth in single stock options in the calendar year 2018. 
• The year also saw India’s largest bourse being ranked second in the volume of single stock 

futures contracts.
• Incidentally, three exchanges — Korea Exchange, NSE and the Moscow Exchange —

accounted for 68% of the total single stock futures total volumes traded. 
• Further, the NSE and Korea Exchange together accounted for 90.7% of the volume of index 

options in the Asia-Pacific region.
• According to the WFE-IOMA 2018 Derivatives Report, the NSE saw a total of 221.5 crore 

index options contracts being traded in 2018 with Bank Nifty options and Nifty options 
contracts featuring among the top traded contracts globally.



• The volume of stock futures contracts was pegged at over 25 crore giving the NSE the 
second spot in the global ranking. More importantly, the annual growth rate in volume on the 
Indian exchange is also among the highest in the world.

• In 2018, NSE’s volume of index options rose 63%, which was the highest among the top 10 
bourses in the category. The volume of NSE’s single stock options also registered a rise of 
46%, which was second only to Brazil’s 75% surge.

• In the currency derivatives segment, the NSE and the BSE together account for 96% of such 
derivatives volume in the Asia-Pacific region. 

• The two Indian exchanges occupy the top two ranks with nearly 211 crore contracts traded in 
2018. 

• Further, the BSE registered the second-highest volume growth in the year at 70% — second 
only to 84% of Singapore Exchange.

• In commodities as well, an India exchange is featured among the top 10 globally. In 2018, 
the Multi Commodity Exchange of India (MCX) was ranked eighth globally with a little 
over 23 crore contracts traded while registering a 16% rise during the year. In India, MCX is 
the biggest commodity bourse with a market share of more than 90%.
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Page 18: ‘First’ 3D printed heart has human tissues and vessels
• Scientists in Israel unveiled a 3D print of a heart with human tissue and vessels, calling it a 

first and a “major medical breakthrough” that advances possibilities for transplants.
• The heart marked “the first time anyone has successfully engineered and printed an entire 

heart replete with cells, blood vessels, ventricles and chambers”.
• People have managed to 3D-print the structure of a heart in the past, but not with cells or 

with blood vessels,.
• But the scientists said many challenges remain before fully working 3D printed hearts will 

be available for transplant into patients.
• Journalists were shown a 3D print of a heart about the size of a cherry at Tel Aviv University. 

The findings were published in the journal Advanced Science.
• Researchers must now teach the printed hearts “to behave” like real ones. 
• Then they plan to transplant them into animal models’
• Maybe, in 10 years, there will be organ printers in the finest hospitals around the world, and 

these procedures will be conducted routinely.



Cardiovascular diseases
• Cardiovascular disease is the world’s leading cause of death, according to the World Health 

Organization, and transplants are currently the only option available for patients in the worst 
cases.

• But the number of donors is limited and many die while waiting. When they do benefit, they 
can fall victim to their bodies rejecting the transplant — a problem the researchers are 
seeking to overcome.

• Using the patient’s own tissue was important to eliminate the risk of an implant provoking an 
immune response and being rejected.

• Challenges that remain include how to expand the cells to have enough tissue to recreate a 
human-sized heart, he said.
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