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Page 5: Chenchus believe the fox ushers in fortune
• Chenchus are a tribe in Andhra Pradesh who domesticate fox.
• The tribal families in the district, less than 100 in number, eke out a livelihood by fishing in 

the ponds, and collecting wild crab and rats.
• Foxes are under threat due to demand for their skin.
• The conservation of fox falls under the Indian Wildlife Protection Act 1972, according to 

which hunting or domesticating it is an offence and attracts punishment. 
• The possession of fox by non-forest dwellers is also an offence.



Page 7: Supreme Court frees convict in 20-year-old murder case
• The Supreme Court has acquitted a man sentenced to life imprisonment in a 20-year-old 

murder case on learning that he was a juvenile at the time of commission of the crime in 
1998.

• The case concerns the murder of Inderjeet Bhuman by Ashok Mehta and his son in Punjab. 
The sessions court in June 2000 acquitted the duo. The State then appealed to the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court, which in 2008 upheld the appeal and sentenced them to life 
imprisonment.

• This time, the Mehtas approached the Supreme Court. The appeal was pending in the Court 
for 11 years before it was finally decided by a Bench of Justices A.M. Sapre and Dinesh 
Maheshwari on April 15. The father died during the pendency of the appeal, and the case 
against him has abated.

• The Bench found that the son had not completed 18 years when the offence was committed 
and was entitled to the benefit of the provisions of the Juvenile Justice Act. It reiterated the 
law that “a claim of juvenility can be raised at any stage by an accused before any court, 
including the Supreme Court, even after the final disposal of a case.”



• The juvenility claim in this case was neither agitated in the trial nor before the High Court. 
Justice Sapre said it was irrelevant whether the juvenility claim was made in trial court or 
not.

• The prosecution had never challenged the correctness of the accused man’s birth certificate. 
He was, in fact, even granted bail on the ground of juvenility in July 2011.



Page 7: Mentally ill convict escapes the noose
• Severe mental illness in a condemned person post his conviction is a factor for commuting 

the death penalty, the Supreme Court has held.
• The court held that mental illness formed post-conviction deprived the death row prisoner of 

his ability “to understand the implications of his actions and the consequences.”
• In this situation, the raison d’être for the execution itself collapses.
• The judgment came in a case of double murder of minor girls, both aged below nine, by their 

neighbour in 1999. The accused, kept anonymous by the court, has been awaiting execution 
in prison for 17 years.

• The court issued guidelines for determining post-conviction mental illness. It did not want 
convicts to exploit the relief as a loophole to cheat the hangman. 

• The assessment of the disability should be done by a multi-disciplinary team of qualified 
professionals (medical practitioners and criminologists), including professionals with 
expertise in the particular mental illness of an accused, the court said.

• It would be up to the convict to prove with clear evidence that he suffered from severe 
mental illness. He had to demonstrate active, residual or prodromal symptoms. 

• The state could also offer evidence to rebut the claim. In appropriate cases, the courts could 
set up panels of experts. 

• The convict from Maharashtra had raised the plea of post-conviction illness. The court 
commuted his death penalty to life without remission, saying he was still a threat to society.



Page 10: HC upholds President’s decision to cancel Vellore poll
• The Madras High Court, at a special sitting, dismissed two writ petitions filed against the 

President’s decision to rescind the poll notification for the Vellore parliamentary 
constituency in the wake of complaints of large-scale distribution of cash to voters.

• The judges rejected the petitioners’ contention that the Constitution does not confer upon the 
President any power to countermand an election and, therefore, a gazette notification issued 
by the Union Ministry of Law and Justice notifying the decision of the President to rescind 
the poll notification should be declared ultra vires.

• They pointed out that it was the EC that had made the recommendation for countermanding 
the polls to the President on Sunday by exercising powers conferred on it under Article 324 
of the Constitution, Section 21 of the General Clauses Act of 1897 and other enabling 
powers aimed at ensuring the conduct of free and fair elections.

• Since it was the President who had notified the polls on March 19 on the basis of a 
recommendation made by the EC and by exercising powers conferred on him under Section 
14 of the Representation of the People Act of 1951, he was right in partially rescinding the 
notification on the basis of EC’s subsequent recommendation, the judges said.



• They also agreed with EC counsel Niranjan Rajagopalan that the decision to rescind the poll 
notification for Vellore was not taken overnight and was, in fact, a well thought out decision 
taken on receipt of multiple reports from the Income Tax department, two Expenditure 
Observers, a Special Expenditure Observer and the Chief Electoral Officer.

• On March 30, the EC received a preliminary report from the Nodal Officer of Election 
Expenditure Monitoring team of the Income Tax department regarding recovery of ₹19.57 
lakh from the residence of DMK treasurer Durai Murugan, the father of D.M. Kathir Anand, 
the party’s candidate from Vellore.



Page 1: Rain, thunderstorm leave over 50 dead in four States
• Over 50 people were killed as rain, coupled with thunderstorm and lightning, hit several 

parts of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra overnight.
• The unseasonal rain and storm also caused damage to property and crops in Gujarat and 

Rajasthan.
• Rajasthan witnessed the maximum of 25 deaths, some of them in house collapses, followed 

by Madhya Pradesh with 15. While 10 people were killed in Gujarat, three were killed in 
Maharashtra.

• The freak weather was attributed to a western disturbance.
• The western disturbance is a storm that originates in the Mediterranean and brings 

unseasonal rain to north and northwestern India, according to the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD).

• On April 15, the IMD had warned that the western disturbance would be whetted by a surge 
of moisture from the Arabian Sea as well as from Bay of Bengal and would confluence over 
India bringing rain to several parts of Jammu and Kashmir, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh 
and Rajasthan.



• The prevailing high temperature in Gujarat has attracted some of this moisture and caused 
the lightning and thunderstorm.

• The IMD expects rain in parts of Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal 
& Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam & Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram & 
Tripura, Telangana, Rayalaseema, South Interior Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

• The unseasonal rain and hailstorms have hit Gujarat’s mango growers hard.



Page 7: Average rainfall hides weather extremes: report
• While the Indian Meteorological Department has predicted a “normal” monsoon this year, a 

new report on disasters warns that the “average” rainfall figures hide extremes of floods and 
droughts across the country.

• Other disasters are hidden because of slow-onset or they may be affecting ignored 
populations or occurring at the same time as more high profile disasters, says ‘The Face of 
Disasters 2019’, a report released by the Sustainable Environment and Ecological 
Development Society (SEEDS) on Wednesday.

• During the June to September monsoon of 2018, for example, Punjab experienced a 
“normal” monsoon with rainfall just 7% higher than the average rainfall in the State. 
However, that figure masked the fact that Ropar saw 71% excess rainfall while Ferozepur 
experienced a 74% shortage.

• Similarly, eastern Uttar Pradesh saw a minimal shortage of 16% lower than usual. However, 
Kushi Nagar received 82% less while Kannauj actually had a surplus of 62%.



Page 1: Jet suspends all flights after banks refuse to release funds
• Jet Airways announced temporary suspension of all its international and domestic flights, 

with the last flight operating between Amritsar and Mumbai.
• In a filing before the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) and a statement to the media, the 

airline said it was informed by the State Bank of India (SBI), on behalf of the consortium of 
Indian lenders, that they were unable to consider its request for critical interim funding. 

• Since no emergency funding from the lenders or any other source is forthcoming, the airline 
will not be able to pay for fuel or other critical services to keep the operations going. 

• Consequently, with immediate effect, Jet Airways is compelled to cancel all its international 
and domestic flights. The last flight will operate.

• Kuldeep Sharma, vice-president, global compliance, and company secretary, in the filing to 
the BSE, said the decision had been taken after evaluation of all options available.



Page 13: IT major Mindtree joins $1-billion club
• Twenty years after it was founded, mid-tier IT firm Mindtree crossed $1 billion in revenue 

during the fiscal ended March 31, 2019.
• Amid a hostile takeover bid from Larsen & Toubro, the board of directors of Mindtree has 

declared an interim dividend of 30% (₹3 per share that will be paid before May 10).
• The board also recommended a final dividend of 40% and special dividend of 200% (₹20 per 

equity share of face value of ₹10 each) to celebrate the twin achievements of exceeding $1 
billion annual revenue milestone and the company turning 20.

• For the payout of the final and special dividends, the company will seek shareholders’ 
approval in June-July period, after L&T’s open offer closes on May 27.

• The company has 16.4 crore shares and the total payout from interim and special dividend 
will be ₹530 crore, including taxes (per share value of ₹27).

• The special dividend is to commemorate and celebrate Mindtree’s achievements and will be 
subject to shareholders’ approval at the company’s AGM.

• The dividend plans are in line with the firm’s capital allocation policy and is not against 
corporate governance norms.



• The company’s revenue grew at 18.3%, much ahead of the industry average. During the 
fourth quarter, Mindtree posted revenues of ₹1,840 crore, a 2.9% Q-o-Q and 25.6% Y-o-Y 
growth. The company’s net profit stood at ₹198.4 crore, a growth of 3.8% and 8.9% Q-o-Q 
and Y-o-Y respectively. Mindtree’s FY19 net profit grew 32.2% to ₹754.1 crore, while 
revenue rose 28.5% to ₹7,021.5 crore from the previous fiscal.

• Mindtree said it would hire 2,300 freshers from campuses during the current fiscal.
• L&T may offer ₹980 a share to buy an additional 31% shares in Mindtree in an open offer 

scheduled to open in May.
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