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Page 1: Chemists and druggists are passé; from now, all will be pharmacies
• First coined in 1945, the words ‘chemist’ and ‘druggist’ are headed for a change, with the 

Union Health Ministry replacing them with ‘pharmacy’.
• Besides being a long-standing demand of the industry, a senior health official explained that 

the phrase ‘chemists and druggists’ was coined over seven decades ago, is quite old, and has 
lost its relevance in the current scenario.

• The matter was deliberated upon by the Drugs Technical Advisory Board (DTAB), after 
repeated requests were made to amend the Rule 65(15)(b) and Rule 65(15)(c) so that 
medical shops can be called a ‘pharmacy’.

• After being cleared by DTAB, the Board said that it was also in concurrence with the 
international practice of calling a medical shop selling medicines by this name [‘pharmacy’] 
and to also provide an identity and sense of value to the practising pharmacist at the outlets.

• Meanwhile, the change was deliberated and recommended by the 55th Drug Consultative 
Committee meeting held in January and March this year.



Page 5: Traders and politicians slam govt. for suspension of cross-LoC trade

Image	Credit:	The	Hindu

Consequence
• Many people have 

been rendered 
unemployed 
overnight by the 
suspension of cross 
LoC trade

• Government sources 
indicate that trade has 
only been suspended 
and not cancelled and 
it will resume after 
stricter measures are 
put in place.



Page 5: SC to hear petition to end write-offs
• The Supreme Court will hear a petition to restrain banks from writing off non-performing 

assets.
• The petition gains significance because of the large number of non-performing assets, worth 

crores of rupee, in the names of such businessmen as Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi and Mehul
Choksi. The petition said write-offs should end so that the “true and exact financial 
conditions of banks cannot be camouflaged.”

What the petition says?
• The banks should not be given any benefit of allowable provision or other in percentage to 

their Non-Performing Assets, which reduces their tax liabilities. The system of waiving of 
loans should be stopped.

• The Centre and State governments should not be permitted to reduce or waive loans. 
Political parties should not be permitted to offer loan waiver or any other monetary scheme 
in their election manifestos.

• The Centre, States should formulate a policy to make agriculture profitable, help farmers 
become prosperous and increase their interest in farming.



Page 5: Navy to take part in fleet review in China
• The Indian Navy has sent two ships to take part in the International Fleet Review to be held 

in Qingdao, China, later this month as part of the 70th anniversary celebrations of the 
People’s Liberation Army Navy. 

• The ships are stealth destroyer INS Kolkata and fleet tanker INS Shakti.
• Surprisingly, Pakistan’s Navy is not taking part in the event.
• The ships are likely to sail in the evening of April 22 to participate in the Naval Parade 

scheduled to be reviewed by Chinese President Xi Jinping on April 23.
• The visit of the Navy’s most potent destroyer and versatile fleet support ship showcases 

India’s prowess, reach and sustainability, besides indigenous ship-building capability. 
• The Indian delegation is being led by the Chief of Staff of the Visakhapatnam-based Eastern 

Naval Command, who is of the rank of Rear-Admiral.
• As a reciprocal gesture and as part of the efforts to promote military cooperation, China has 

agreed to send its ships on port calls to India, a Navy source said.
• The Indian Navy had last held an International Fleet Review in February 2016, in which 50 

navies of different countries took part with nearly 100 warships.



Page 5: Consider victim’s age to compute compensation: SC
• The Supreme Court has held that when a bachelor dies in a road accident, his age, and not 

that of his dependants, should be taken into consideration while computing compensation.
• A Bench was determining the question whether it was the age of the bachelor road accident 

victim or his dependants which should be taken in account for calculating the multiplier.
• The court was hearing an appeal filed by the Royal Sundaram Alliance Insurance Company 

Ltd against a High Court ruling that the multiplier should be taken on the basis of the 
bachelor victim’s age.

• The SC said that it was conceded by the learned counsel for the insurance company, that in 
case the deceased is a married person, it is the age of the deceased which is to be taken into 
account and so the same principle should be applied to a bachelor.

• The judgment said that the focus for determination of an accident claim is the deceased and 
what would be his contribution towards the dependants had he been alive.



Page 10: Bilateral ties not linked to India’s stance on BRI: China
• China said its ties with India had a “bright future” and they were preparing for a summit 

between their leaders as a follow-up to last year’s two-day across-the board Wuhan informal 
summit between President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

• At a press conference on a three-day Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation that 
begins on May 25, Foreign Minister and State Councillor Wang Yi was emphatic that ties 
between India and China were insulated from their differences on the Beijing-led Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI).

• Thirty-seven heads of state or heads of government, including leaders from Russia, Italy, 
Hungary, Austria, Switzerland, Malaysia and Singapore, as well as high-level representatives 
from France, Germany, U.K., Spain, the European Union and Republic of Korea, will attend 
the mega event.

• Mr. Wang said India and China had established mutual trust and jointly planned for the 
future of improvement and the strengthening of the China-India relationship and that after 
the Wuhan summit there is progress in all areas of cooperation.

• Mr. Wang pointed out that India and China were currently limiting the threshold of their 
differences so that overall development of ties remained unhampered.



Page 18: Cases of measles show alarming rise, warns WHO
q A WHO study about measles-one of the world’s most contagious diseases, shows that
• The number of cases of measles as preliminary global data shows that reported cases rose by 

300% in the first three months of 2019, compared to the same period in 2018.
• In 2017, the most recent year for which estimates are available, it caused close to 1,10,000 

deaths. Worse, in recent months, spikes in case numbers have also occurred in countries with 
high overall vaccination coverage, including the United States of America as well as Israel, 
Thailand, and Tunisia, as the disease has spread fast among clusters of unvaccinated people.

• Measles has the potential to be extremely severe. Even in high-income countries, 
complications result in hospitalisation in up to a quarter of cases, and can lead to lifelong 
disability, from brain damage and blindness to hearing loss.

• It added that while data released currently was “provisional and not yet complete, it indicates 
a clear trend”.

• The actual numbers of cases — captured in global estimates — will be considerably higher 
than those reported. 

• It is estimated that less than 1 in 10 cases are reported globally, with variations by region. 



• Countries with the most reported cases include Madagascar, Ukraine, India, Nigeria, 
Kazakhstan, Chad, Myanmar, Thailand, the Philippines and Democratic Republic of the 
Congo.

India at risk
• A senior Health Ministry official said that to “eliminate measles and control rubella, mass 

[over 95%] immunisation of children is required. 
• In India, measles is still one of the leading causes of death in young children. About 15% of 

vaccinated children fail to develop immunity from the first dose, meaning that if only 80% 
are fully immunised, an outbreak is likely. 

• WHO’s African region has recorded a 700% increase, the region of the Americas 60%, the 
European region 300%, the Eastern Mediterranean 100% and 40% increases have been 
observed in South-east Asia and the Western Pacific.

• Many countries are in the midst of sizeable measles outbreaks, with all regions of the world 
experiencing sustained rise in cases. 



• Current outbreaks include those from Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Myanmar, Philippines, Sudan, Thailand and Ukraine, 
causing many deaths — mostly among young children.

• The disease is almost entirely preventable through two doses of a safe and effective vaccine. 
• For several years, however, global coverage with the first dose of measles vaccine has stalled 

at 85%. This is still short of the 95% needed to prevent outbreaks, and leaves many people, 
in many communities, at risk. Second dose coverage, while increasing, stands at 67%.



Page 5: Ganga has higher proportion of antibacterial agents: study
q A study ‘Assessment of Water Quality and Sediment To Understand Special Properties of 

River Ganga,’ was commissioned by the Union Water Resources Ministry to probe the 
“unique properties” of the Ganga. 

q The study began in 2016 and was conducted by the Nagpur-based National Environmental 
Engineering and Research Institute (NEERI), a CSIR lab. 

q The NEERI team was tasked with assessing the water quality for “radiological, 
microbiological and biological” parameters in the Bhagirathi (a feeder river of the Ganga) 
and the Ganga at 20 sampling stations.

Findings
• The river water contains a significantly higher proportion of organisms with antibacterial 

properties.
• Other Indian rivers also contain these organisms but the Ganga — particularly in its upper 

Himalayan stretches — has more of them.



• As part of the assessment, five pathogenic species of bacteria (Escherichia, Enterobacter, 
Salmonella, Shigella, Vibrio) were selected and isolated from the Ganga, Yamuna and the 
Narmada and their numbers compared with the bacteriophages present in the river water. 
Because bacteriophages are a kind of virus that kill bacteria, they are frequently found in 
proximity to each other.

• In the river Ganga, the bacteriophages were detected to be approximately 3 times more in 
proportion than bacterial isolates.

• Though it isn’t evident that there are bacteriophage species unique to the Ganga, the study 
suggests there are many more of them in the Ganga than in other rivers. Thus, samples 
drawn from the Ganga contained almost 1,100 kinds of bacteriophage, and proportionally 
there were less than 200 species detected in the samples obtained from the Yamuna and the 
Narmada.

• However, these antibacterial properties varied widely along the length of the river. 
• That the Ganga may contain unique microbial life, which makes it relatively more resilient 

to putrefaction, was suggested by British colonial scientists about 200 years ago. 
• The super-phage isolated from Ganga and decoded for its lysine gene and cloned to produce 

lysine protein at IIT Roorkee holds great potential as an antibacterial pharmaceutical.



Page 11: ‘Top IT firms under threat of cyberattack’
q According to cybersecurity investigation website KrebsOnSecurity.com, a website run by 

former Washington Post staffer and cybersecurity writer, Brian Krebs
• India’s leading tech players may be under serious threat from cyber criminals. 
• The criminals responsible for launching phishing campaigns that netted dozens of employees 

and more than 100 computer systems last month at Wipro, India's third-largest IT 
outsourcing firm, also appear to have targeted a number of other competing providers, 
including Infosys and Cognizant.

• The clues so far suggest the work of a fairly experienced crime group that is focussed on 
perpetrating gift card fraud. It appears the attackers in this case are targeting companies that 
in one form or another have access to either a tonne of third-party company resources, and/or 
companies that can be abused to conduct gift card fraud.

• MNCs like Cognizant and Infosys acknowledged the fact that their companies were among 
the targeted companies but assured that they had security systems in place to prevent 
unauthorised access and network breach.



Page 11: AIBEA urges government to take over Jet, help employees
• The Centre should take over Jet Airways to secure the future of the more than 16,000 

employees, according to the All India Bank Employees’ Association (AIBEA).
• In a letter addressed to Prime Minister, AIBEA general secretary C.H. Venkatachalam 

expressed concern over the non-payment of salary to the employees and claimed the 
situation had further worsened with the management refusing to accept the bank’s proposals 
for funding to temporarily tide over the crisis.

• Pointing out that banks had invited bids from prospective investors to bail out the ailing Jet, 
he said: “If no bidder is willing to take over the airline, we urge the Centre to take over the 
airline so that the jobs and the future of thousands of employees, most of whom are young, is 
safe.”

• Citing reports attributing the airline’s woes to ‘wrong and unwise’ business decisions by 
promoters, he said there should be a thorough inquiry into the affairs of Jet and wrongdoers 
must be punished.

• He said when a company makes huge profit, the same is transferred to the owners by way of 
dividend on which no tax is payable to the government. But, when it is in trouble due to 
mismanagement, it expects the banks to rescue them.
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