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MCQs FOR 9TH APRIL, 2019

1) Consider the following statements regarding India’s engagement with Maldives

1. Ekuverin is the Indo-Maldives joint military exercise.

2. Both countries are members of South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2



2) Which of the following are India-Sri Lanka engagements.

1. Palali airport in the Northern Province

2. Mattala airport 

3. Hambantota port

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3



3) Consider the following statements regarding NIRF rankings

1. It was launched in 2015 by the Ministry of Human Resource Development. 

2. It is published bi-annually.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2



4) Consider the following statements regarding Dhanush

1. It is the upgraded version of Bofors gun.

2. It has been upgraded by Sweden.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2



5) Consider the following statements regarding VVPATs

1. It will be used in all the constituencies for upcoming Lok Sabha elections.

2. It provides the voter with a slip of his/her vote for a party.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Page 1: SC increases VVPAT verification

• The Supreme Court increased Voter-Verified Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) verification to five 

random Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) in each Assembly constituency.

• The Supreme Court’s order would be implemented in the Lok Sabha election, scheduled to 

begin on April 11. The court refused to go into the issue of integrity of the EVMs at this 

belated stage.

• A Bench led by CJI increased the number of EVM-VVPATs subjected to physical 

verification in order to “ensure the greatest degree of accuracy, satisfaction in election 

process.”

• The court observed that apart from political parties, the poor and the illiterate should be 

satisfied.

• Earlier, under the ECI guideline 16.6, only the VVPAT slips from one EVM in every 

Assembly segment/constituency was subjected to physical verification. Now, with five such 

EVMs under physical scrutiny, the apex court said the election would be ‘fool-proof’ and 

provide ‘greater satisfaction.’ The order is not a reflection on the system followed by the 

ECI, the court said.



• The Supreme Court’s decision is far short of what 21 Opposition parties wanted: VVPAT 

verification in 50% or 125 polling booths in each constituency. 

• The court said VVPAT verification of five EVMs, rather than in 125 polling booths, is more 

‘viable at this point of time.’

• It would not be a drain on the ECI’s infrastructural resources and manpower as the 

Opposition’s idea would have been. Neither would counting VVPAT slips of five EVMs take 

up much time, the court added.

• The ECI has said that a 50% random physical verification of VVPATs would delay Lok 

Sabha poll results of 2019 by six whole days.



Page 7: SC: why should govt. officers head temples?

• Justice S.A. Bobde wondered aloud why government officials should be in charge of 

managing temples in a secular country.

• The oral observations came in the backdrop of allegations raised that devotees were subject 

to harassment at the hands of staffers at the Jagannath temple in Puri.

• Questioning the efficiency of government officials manning posts in temple administration 

bodies, Justice Bobde pointed to the idol theft case in Tamil Nadu. 

• He said that the idols, apart from the religious sentiments, were priceless.

• The comments have come even as a separate petition filed by BJP MP Subramanian Swamy

seeking temples to be made independent of government control is pending in the Supreme 

Court.



Page 14: Modi congratulates Solih on MDP’s landslide win

• Prime Minister called Maldivian President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih to wish him on his 

party’s landslide victory in the recent parliamentary election.

• Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) secured 65 of 87 seats, securing a significant majority in 

Parliament.

• Mr. Modi said the poll outcome was indicative of “the high level of trust and support” that 

Maldivian citizens had vested in their government and its policy priorities. 

• He further conveyed his full confidence that the Maldives government can deliver on their 

promises towards the Maldivian people in the upcoming five years, and that the Indian 

government will always stand ready to be of assistance to the Maldives.

• An official press release from the MEA said that the Prime Minister reiterated India’s deep 

commitment in keeping with its ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy, to work closely with the 

Maldives in further deepening the partnership and assist the Maldives as per the latter’s 

requirement in its socio-economic development.

• New Delhi has been watching developments in Male closely, as it tries to renew ties with the 

neighbour after the relationship turned increasingly hostile during the Abdulla Yameen

administration.



Significance

• Maldives is the neighbor country of India and thus has strategic importance.

• Relations with Maldives had been on a downward spiral since 2012 when then President 

Mohammed Nasheed had been ousted by a coup.

• Also, China’s growing influence in the region has made India more wary of its intentions.

• Recently, Maldives has joined China’s Belt and Road initiative which has brought China 

closer to India and also former President had amended the Constitution to lease out many 

prime places to China.

• 70% of the Maldivian debt is owed to China.

• India needs to carefully analyse its relations with its strategic neighbours to keep China in 

check.



Page 14: Sri Lanka seeks enhanced military training from India

• Sri Lanka has sought enhanced military training from India, according to President 

Maithripala Sirisena’s office.

• Visiting Indian Defence Secretary Sanjay Mitra called on Mr. Sirisena, and wide-ranging 

matters, including bilateral defence cooperation between the neighbouring countries and 

regional security, were discussed, officials said.

• India and Sri Lanka agreed to increase cooperation in security and defence spheres in several 

areas, including regional security, curbing drug smuggling and human trafficking and 

training of members of the security forces.

• Thanking India for its partnership, Mr. Sirisena requested to increase the number of 

personnel trained by India. The Indian Defence Secretary agreed to look into the possibility 

of enhancing training facilities.

• Currently, over 60% of Sri Lanka’s military personnel pursue their young officers’ course, 

junior and senior command courses in India, according to defence sources in Colombo.



Military exercise

• ‘Exercise Mitra Shakti’, the sixth edition of the joint military training exercise between the 

Indian Army and the Sri Lankan Army, concluded in Badulla district, in Sri Lanka’s Central 

Province.

• Contingents from the two countries jointly planned and executed a series of “well-

coordinated tactical operations based on scenarios that are likely to be encountered in rural 

and urban environment”. The two-week programme is part of an initiative that began in 2013 

as part of military diplomacy between India and Sri Lanka.

[India –Sri Lanka Relations – Detailed Analysis in JV’s October Magazine]



Page 7: Army gets Dhanush artillery guns

News: The Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) handed over the first batch of six Dhanush artillery 

guns to the Army. 

About Dhanush

• Dhanush is the indigenously upgraded version of the 155m, 39 calibre Swedish Bofors FH 

77 gun procured in the 1980s.

• Dhanush is a 155 mm, 45-calibre towed artillery gun with a range of 36 km and has 

demonstrated a range of 38 km with specialised ammunition. 

• It is compatible with all North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 155 mm ammunition 

system.

• The gun is fitted with 

• inertial navigation system with global positioning system- (GPS) based gun recording 

and auto-laying 

• an enhanced tactical computer for onboard ballistic computations

• an onboard muzzle velocity recording 

• an automated gun sighting system equipped with camera 

• thermal imaging and laser range finder



• The Gun Carriage Factory in Jabalpur received the Bulk Production Clearance (BPC) to 

manufacture 114 guns from the Army on February 18, 2019.

• Six guns were handed over recently.

• The first Dhanush regiment with 18 guns is expected to be ready by the end of next year

• All 114 guns are expected to be delivered within four years. 

• The defence miniaIndigenisation to the extent of about 81%, has already been achieved. By 

the end of 2019, the indigenisation level of the gun will go up to 91%.

• The OFB has already undertaken capacity augmentation to manufacture over 400 barrels and 

250 ordnances for large calibre weapon systems.



Page 7: IIT-Madras tops Centre’s higher education rankings

• The Indian Institute of Technology, Madras (IIT-Madras) has topped the Centre’s ranking of 

higher education institutions, followed by the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, and IIT-

Delhi. 

• Seven IITs appear in the top 10 list of the National Institution Ranking Framework (NIRF) 

for 2019, while Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi and Banares Hindu University, Varanasi, 

take the remaining places.

• With regard to engineering, apart from the IITs, Anna University, Chennai, and NIT, Tiruchi, 

also make it to the top 10. Management rankings are topped by IIM-Bangalore, while XLRI, 

Jamshedpur, is the only institute apart from IIMs in the top 10. 

• Delhi’s Miranda House tops the list of colleges, followed by Hindu College, Delhi, and 

Presidency College, Chennai. VIT, Vellore, tops the list of private or self-financed 

institutions.

• Announcing the rankings, President said that recent expansion in higher education had 

widened access and improved equity though quality remained a concern.

• Overall, 3,127 institutions applied for different categories of the NIRF this year.



National Institutional Ranking Framework

• The NIRF was launched in 2015.

• This framework outlines a methodology to rank institutions across the country. 

• The methodology draws from the overall recommendations broad understanding arrived at 

by a Core Committee set up by MHRD, to identify the broad parameters for ranking various 

universities and institutions. 

• The rankings, published annually since 2016, are based on multiple parameters, including 

• teaching, learning and resources

• research and professional practice

• graduation outcomes

• outreach and inclusivity

• perception of the public, academics and employers 



Page 7: SC may consider plea against order on TikTok

• Chief Justice of India indicated that the Supreme Court would look into a petition 

challenging an interim order of the Madras High Court to the Centre to prohibit download of 

TikTok, a mobile application.

• In an urgent mention made before a Bench presided over by the Chief Justice, senior 

advocate A.M. Singhvi said the order violated the right to free speech and expression and did 

not factor in the protection given to intermediaries under the Information Technology Act.

High Court order

• In April, the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court even ordered the media houses to 

refrain from telecasting TikTok videos. A Division Bench asked the Centre whether a law 

similar to the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) of the U.S. could be 

brought in to shield children from cybercrimes.

• Though the High Court did not object to TikTok being used in jest, it pointed out how the 

application could be used for crude humour against innocent parties, leading to violation of 

the fundamental right to privacy.

• The High Court said inappropriate contents were being made available to children and this 

could expose them to sexual predators.



Page 15: SBI sets terms for Jet Airways sale

• State Bank of India (SBI) invited bids from strategic and financial investors for stake sale in 

the cash-strapped Jet Airways.

• SBI, the lead bank of the consortium of lenders of Jet Airways (India) Ltd., has offered 

bidders a maximum of 75% stake (8,51,98,037 shares). The minimum stake on offer is 

31.2% (3,45,42,383 shares).

The process for stake sale

• SBI Capital Markets Ltd., on behalf of the SBI, has invited expression of interest (EoI) for a 

change in control and management of Jet Airways. 

• Selected bidders are required to submit binding bids by April 30, 2019.

• A competitive bidding process would be followed for identification of a suitable investor to 

acquire ownership of the company on as-is where-is basis.

• The winning bidder is expected to settle the obligations of the company in relation to 

existing bank loan facilities.

• EoIs had been invited from individuals, including foreign nationals, trusts, cooperative 

societies, private limited companies, public limited companies, partnership firms and sole 

proprietorships. Bidders can be strategic investors (SIs) or financial investors (FIs).



• In the event of a bidder not being a consortium, the SI bidder should have a minimum net 

worth of ₹1,000 crore in the immediately preceding financial year or have funds available 

for investment in Indian assets of ₹1,000 crore or more or a minimum of three years of 

experience in the commercial aviation business.

• If the bidder is an FI, then it should have minimum assets under management of ₹2,000 crore 

in the immediately preceding completed financial year or committed funds available for 

investment in Indian assets of ₹1,000 crore or more.

• A consortium that may bid would consist of not more than three members with shareholding 

of an individual member not being less than 15%. There must be a lead consortium member 

to take decisions.

Access to data

• After conclusion of the EoI stage and following execution of a non-disclosure agreement 

(NDA) and payment of bid access fee, the qualified bidders would be provided access to the 

data room to provide information about the company.

• Interested parties are expected to submit a preliminary term sheet providing indicative 

valuation for 100% equity share capital of the company and settlement of all obligations of 

the company.
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