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Important News Articles

(Taking Delhi/Noida edition as the base)

Polity and Governance

1. Suspension of LoC trade

2. Petition to end write offs

3. Allegation of sexual harassment

Environment

1. Ganga pollution

2. Air pollution

Health

1. Measles



INDIAN POLITY AND GOVERNANCE



Cross LoC trade

• The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) suspended the cross-Line of Control (LoC) trade in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

• The decision will immediately impact around 300 traders, and more than 1,200 people who 
are directly and indirectly associated with the trade on this side.

Background
• In a major confidence building measure, cross-LoC trade was started in 2008 by setting up 

two Trade Facilitation Centres located at Uri’s Salamabad in Baramulla, and Chakkan-da-
Bagh in Poonch. 

• The trade took place four days a week. 
• It was based on barter system and zero duty basis.
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Consequence
• Many people have 

been rendered 
unemployed 
overnight by the 
suspension of cross 
LoC trade

• Government sources 
indicate that trade has 
only been suspended 
and not cancelled and 
it will resume after 
stricter measures are 
put in place.



SC to hear petition to end write-offs
• The Supreme Court will hear a petition to restrain banks from writing off non-performing 

assets.
• The petition gains significance because of the large number of non-performing assets, worth 

crores of rupee, in the names of such businessmen as Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi and Mehul
Choksi. The petition said write-offs should end so that the “true and exact financial 
conditions of banks cannot be camouflaged.”

What the petition says?
• The banks should not be given any benefit of allowable provision or other in percentage to 

their Non-Performing Assets, which reduces their tax liabilities. The system of waiving of 
loans should be stopped.

• The Centre and State governments should not be permitted to reduce or waive loans. 
Political parties should not be permitted to offer loan waiver or any other monetary scheme 
in their election manifestos.

• The Centre, States should formulate a policy to make agriculture profitable, help farmers 
become prosperous and increase their interest in farming.



Former staff writes to SC judges, alleges sexual harassment by CJI
Context
• A former Supreme Court employee has accused the CJI of making sexual advances towards 

her while she was working as a lower division clerk at his official residence last year.
• The allegations were published in many news websites
What the SC bench said
• The CJI presided over an urgent special hearing of the Supreme Court, called at a moment’s 

notice, to reject allegations of sexual harassment.
• The one-paragraph order signed by Justices Mishra and Khanna merely asked the media to 

exercise restraint and remove “such material which is undesirable”.
• The order asked the media to “act responsibly as is expected from them and accordingly 

decide what should or should not be published as wild and scandalous allegations undermine 
and irreparably damage reputation and negate independence of judiciary”.

• Chief Justice Gogoi said he would continue to perform his duties without fear or favour till 
the end of his tenure and would not be cowed down.



Supreme Court judges have opposed the CJI’s suo motu hearing of case in which the CJI 
himself has been accused.
Opinions
• Two basic principles have been recognised as fundamental in the doctrine of natural justice. 

The first is ‘nemo judex in causa sua’, that is, ‘no man shall be a judge in his own case’; 
• the second is ‘audi altarem partem’, that is, ‘hear the other side’.”
• The constitution of the bench, of course in the exercise of the power of the Master of the 

Rolls, Chief Justice Gogoi himself styling it as ‘a matter of great importance touching upon 
the Independence of Judiciary’, and permitting mention by the Solicitor General are all acts 
done by the CJI contrary to ‘nemo judex in causa sua’.

• In 2018, speaking for the Supreme Court of India in Lok Prahari v. State of U.P. & Ors., 
Justice Gogoi recognised the seven principles of public life in the report by Lord Nolan and 
recapitulated them as “Selflessness, Integrity, Objectivity, Accountability, Openness, 
Honesty, and Leadership.”



• There was no cause, no matter, no petition, and no reason for the court to take upon itself the 
perceived duty to protect its reputation.

• The SC has to protect the most cherished of those rights, the freedom of speech and 
expression and protect the true guardians of democracy, the media.

• The Supreme Court of India does not have any advisory jurisdiction except on a Presidential 
Reference.

Senior lawyer Vrinda Grover
• In the circumstances of this case, where the charge of sexual harassment, victimisation and 

intimidation has been made against a person holding the highest judicial office of the 
country, it is imperative that for the credibility of the institution, and confidence of the 
people in the judiciary as well as for the right to justice of the woman complainant, no 
hearing presided by the CJI ought to have been held.

• A reading of the in-house procedure applicable to Supreme Court and High Court judges, the 
Sexual Harassment of Women at the Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act 
and the guidelines formed under the Supreme Court Sexual Harassment Regulations do not 
contemplate a public hearing on the judicial side, that too, without due notice to the 
complainant.



No formal procedure
• There are no formal procedure to deal with sexual harassment allegations against the CJI.
• In the in-house procedure for dealing with complaints against Supreme Court and High 

Court judges, it is the CJI who “examines” whether a particular complaint is frivolous. There 
is no word in it on how to deal with a complaint against the CJI.

• Under the Gender Sensitisation and Sexual Harassment of Women at the Supreme Court of 
India (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal), Regulations of 2013, it is again the CJI who 
sets up the Gender Sensitisation and Internal Complaints Committee.



Is the EC free enough to play fair?
From where does the EC derive its powers and what is its extent?
• The Election Commission of India is a creation of the Constitution. Article 324 says the 

superintendence, direction and control of all elections to Parliament, the State legislatures, 
and the offices of the President and Vice-President shall be vested in the EC. 

• The Article has been interpreted by courts and by orders of the EC from time to time to mean 
that the power vested in it is plenary in nature. It is seen as unlimited and unconditional in 
the matter of holding elections. 

• In other words, the EC can take any action it deems fit to ensure that elections and the 
election process are free and fair.

• The independence of the EC is preserved by clauses in the Constitution that say the Chief 
Election Commissioner cannot be removed from office except in the manner provided for 
the removal of a Supreme Court judge and that the conditions of his service cannot be varied 
to the incumbent’s disadvantage after appointment.



Has the EC always been a multi-member body?
• The Election Commission was helmed by a single Chief Election Commissioner for decades 

since the body was set up in 1950 based on the provisions of the Constitution. 
• It was on October 16, 1989, that two more Election Commissioners were appointed to 

expand the panel’s composition. Their tenure ended in 1990. 
• Thereafter, two Election Commissioners were appointed in 1993. Since then, the EC has 

been a three-member panel, with a Chief Election Commissioner and two Election 
Commissioners.

Decision making
• Decision-making within the panel is by majority.
Removal
• While the CEC can only be removed in the manner set out for a Supreme Court judge, the 

other two Commissioners may be removed on the recommendation of the CEC. 
• In 1995, the Supreme Court held that the Election Commissioners are on a par with the CEC 

and the latter is not superior in standing with the other Commissioners. 
• The EC has been demanding that the protection and safeguards given to the CEC under the 

Constitution should also be extended to the other Election Commissioners.



EC’s control over civil servants
• As the superintendence and control over all aspects of the election process is vested in the 

EC, it exercises direction and control over civil servants deployed for election-related work. 
• This means that bureaucrats engaged in the administrative aspects of elections, including 

police officers with law and order duties, are also amenable to the EC’s jurisdiction. 
• This power enables the EC to monitor both the manner in which civil servants perform their 

election-related duties, and prevent activities which may be seen as partisan. 
• The EC often cites its vast powers under Article 324 to transfer or suspend officials during 

election time, even though they normally come under the disciplinary purview of the 
government of India or the State governments.

• The normal reasons cited are to prevent these civil servants from aiding any political party 
and to ensure a level-playing field for all contestants.



Powers of the EC
• The EC monitors the adherence of political parties and candidates to the ‘Model Code of 

Conduct’. 
• The code is a set of norms laid down by the EC, based on a consensus among political 

parties, spelling out the dos and don’ts for elections. 
• However, it does not have statutory value, and it is enforced only by the moral and 

constitutional authority of the EC. 
• If the violations are also offences under election law and the criminal law of the land, the EC 

has the power to recommend registration of cases against the offenders.
• However, for some violations — such as canvassing for votes during a period when 

electioneering is barred, making official announcements while the MCC is in force, and 
making appeal to voters on sectarian grounds — the EC has the power to advise or censure 
candidates, in addition to directing registration of cases. 

• In some cases, as recent incidents would show, the EC may bar candidates or leaders from 
campaigning for specified periods. 

• Asking individuals to leave a constituency or barring entry into certain areas are other 
powers that the EC may exercise.



• Its powers extend to postponing elections to any constituency, cancelling an election already 
notified, and even to abrogate or annul an election already held.

Limitation of EC’s powers
• The EC does not have the power to disqualify candidates who commit electoral 

malpractices. At best, it may direct the registration of a case. 
• The EC also does not have the power to deregister any political party. 
• However, the Constitution empowers the EC to decide whether a candidate has incurred 

disqualification by holding an office of profit under the appropriate government, or has been 
declared an insolvent, or acquired the citizenship of a foreign state. 

• When a question arises whether a candidate has incurred any of these disqualifications, the 
President of India or Governor has to refer it to the EC. The poll panel’s decision on this is 
binding.



ENVIRONMENT



Ganga has higher proportion of antibacterial agents: study
q A study ‘Assessment of Water Quality and Sediment To Understand Special Properties of 

River Ganga,’ was commissioned by the Union Water Resources Ministry to probe the 
“unique properties” of the Ganga. 

q The study began in 2016 and was conducted by the Nagpur-based National Environmental 
Engineering and Research Institute (NEERI), a CSIR lab. 

q The NEERI team was tasked with assessing the water quality for “radiological, 
microbiological and biological” parameters in the Bhagirathi (a feeder river of the Ganga) 
and the Ganga at 20 sampling stations.

Findings
• The river water contains a significantly higher proportion of organisms with antibacterial 

properties.
• Other Indian rivers also contain these organisms but the Ganga — particularly in its upper 

Himalayan stretches — has more of them.



• As part of the assessment, five pathogenic species of bacteria (Escherichia, Enterobacter, 
Salmonella, Shigella, Vibrio) were selected and isolated from the Ganga, Yamuna and the 
Narmada and their numbers compared with the bacteriophages present in the river water. 
Because bacteriophages are a kind of virus that kill bacteria, they are frequently found in 
proximity to each other.

• In the river Ganga, the bacteriophages were detected to be approximately 3 times more in 
proportion than bacterial isolates.

• Though it isn’t evident that there are bacteriophage species unique to the Ganga, the study 
suggests there are many more of them in the Ganga than in other rivers. Thus, samples 
drawn from the Ganga contained almost 1,100 kinds of bacteriophage, and proportionally 
there were less than 200 species detected in the samples obtained from the Yamuna and the 
Narmada.

• However, these antibacterial properties varied widely along the length of the river. 
• That the Ganga may contain unique microbial life, which makes it relatively more resilient 

to putrefaction, was suggested by British colonial scientists about 200 years ago. 
• The super-phage isolated from Ganga and decoded for its lysine gene and cloned to produce 

lysine protein at IIT Roorkee holds great potential as an antibacterial pharmaceutical.



Indoor emissions affect air-quality standards
A study was carried out by researchers from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi in 
collaboration with University of California in Berkeley, Urban Emissions, Delhi and the 
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign on improving air quality in India.
Findings
• India can achieve its air quality goals if it completely eliminates emissions from household 

sources.
• The use of firewood, kerosene and coal in the households contributed to about 40% of the 

PM 2.5 pollution in the Gangetic basin districts. This number varied across the country but 
household emissions remained one of the major culprits behind air pollution.

• By eliminating household emissions the average outdoor air pollution levels could be 
reduced and brought within the national ambient air quality standards.

• If all households transitioned to clean fuels, about 13% of premature mortality in India could 
be averted.

• At the national scale, mitigating household emissions is also expected to bring large health 
benefits.



• Complete mitigation would bring down the country's average annual PM 2.5 air pollution to 
38 microgram/cubic metre. 

• Surprisingly, this is below India's national ambient air quality standard of 40 
microgram/cubic metre and slightly above the World Health Organization (interim target 1) 
standards of 35 microgram/cubic metre.

Delhi NCR
• In Delhi NCR, stubble burning, industrial and power plant emission, brick kilns and 

vehicular emissions are the major contributors. 
• Even after mitigating household emissions, Delhi NCR would remain out of attainment. It 

needs more serious and stringent measures.
Way forward
A multi-pronged approach to control emission from other major sectors like industries, 
transportation, and power plants to effectively address the air pollution issue.



HEALTH



Cases of measles show alarming rise, warns WHO
q A WHO study about measles-one of the world’s most contagious diseases, shows that
• The number of cases of measles as preliminary global data shows that reported cases rose by 

300% in the first three months of 2019, compared to the same period in 2018.
• In 2017, the most recent year for which estimates are available, it caused close to 1,10,000 

deaths. Worse, in recent months, spikes in case numbers have also occurred in countries with 
high overall vaccination coverage, including the United States of America as well as Israel, 
Thailand, and Tunisia, as the disease has spread fast among clusters of unvaccinated people.

• Measles has the potential to be extremely severe. Even in high-income countries, 
complications result in hospitalisation in up to a quarter of cases, and can lead to lifelong 
disability, from brain damage and blindness to hearing loss.

• It added that while data released currently was “provisional and not yet complete, it indicates 
a clear trend”.

• The actual numbers of cases — captured in global estimates — will be considerably higher 
than those reported. 

• It is estimated that less than 1 in 10 cases are reported globally, with variations by region. 



• Countries with the most reported cases include Madagascar, Ukraine, India, Nigeria, 
Kazakhstan, Chad, Myanmar, Thailand, the Philippines and Democratic Republic of the 
Congo.

India at risk
• A senior Health Ministry official said that to “eliminate measles and control rubella, mass 

[over 95%] immunisation of children is required. 
• In India, measles is still one of the leading causes of death in young children. About 15% of 

vaccinated children fail to develop immunity from the first dose, meaning that if only 80% 
are fully immunised, an outbreak is likely. 

• WHO’s African region has recorded a 700% increase, the region of the Americas 60%, the 
European region 300%, the Eastern Mediterranean 100% and 40% increases have been 
observed in South-east Asia and the Western Pacific.

• Many countries are in the midst of sizeable measles outbreaks, with all regions of the world 
experiencing sustained rise in cases. 



• Current outbreaks include those from Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Myanmar, Philippines, Sudan, Thailand and Ukraine, 
causing many deaths — mostly among young children.

• The disease is almost entirely preventable through two doses of a safe and effective vaccine. 
• For several years, however, global coverage with the first dose of measles vaccine has stalled 

at 85%. This is still short of the 95% needed to prevent outbreaks, and leaves many people, 
in many communities, at risk. Second dose coverage, while increasing, stands at 67%.
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