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Indian History – 10 MCQs (Focus on Ancient Indian History) 

Question 1: In texts of ancient India, the term ‘gahapati’ refers to 
a) Head of the household 
b) A renowned priest 
c) A saint living in forests 
d) One who knows to tame elephants 

 
Answer. (a) 
Explanation: A Gahapati was the owner, master or head of the household. He exercised 
control over the women, children, slaves and workers who shared a common household. He 
was also owner of the resources – land, animals and other properties – that belonged to the 
household. Sometimes, the term was also used as a marker of status for men belonging to the 
urban elite, including wealthy merchants. 
 
Question 2: Which of the following statements are correct? 
1) Until the foundation of Vijaynagara Empire in 14th century A.D., only Tamil language 

was used in inscriptions written by ruler or influential people of South India. 
2) Since the Sanskrit legal texts barred women from owning land, there are no records of 

‘land grants’ made by any women in ancient India. 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) None of the above 

 
Answer. (d) 
Explanation: 

1. From the early centuries of the Common Era, we find grants of land being made, 
many of which were recorded in inscriptions. Some of these inscriptions were on 
stone, but most were on copper plates. The records that have survived are generally 
about grants to religious institutions or to Brahmanas. Most inscriptions were in 
Sanskrit. In some cases, and especially from the seventh century onwards, part of the 
inscription was in Sanskrit, while the rest was in a local language such as Tamil or 
Telugu. Therefore, statement 1 is wrong. 

2. Prabhavati Gupta was the daughter of one of the most important rulers in early Indian 
history, Chandragupta II (c. 375-415 AD). She was married into another important 
ruling family, that of the Vakatakas, who were powerful in the Deccan. According to 
Sanskrit legal texts, women were not supposed to have independent access to 
resources such as land. However, the inscription indicates that Prabhavati had access 
to land, which she then granted. This may have been because she was a queen (one of 
the few known from early Indian history), and her situation was therefore exceptional. 
It is also possible that the provisions of legal texts were not uniformly implemented. 

 
Question 3: The use of term ‘samanta’ is most closely associated with  
a) Capitalism 
b) Socialism 
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c) Feudalism 
d) Anarchism 

 
Answer. (C) 
Explanation:  

1. Samantas were feudal lords, hereditary or appointed by the central authority, who 
became very powerful after decline of Mauryan Empire. The term was extensively 
used since the times of Gupta. Scholars are of view that feudalism became very strong 
practice, weakening central authority, during Gupta age.  

2. These Samantas grew into small independent kingdoms whenever the central 
authority weakened. This happened throughout the history of India, when it was post-
Gupta period in ancient India or post-Mughal period in modern India.  
 

Question 4:The term ‘agrahara’ is used in ancient Indian texts for 
a) An iron tool used in agriculture 
b) A special type of well used for domestic purpose only 
c) A land granted to a Brahmana 
d) Alms given to Buddhist saints 

 
Answer. (C) 
Explanation: An ‘agrahara’ was land granted to a Brahmana, who was usually exempted 
from paying land revenue and other dues to the king, and was often given the right to collect 
these dues from the local people. 
 
Question 5 Consider the following statements with respect to emergence of urban centers 
from 6th century BC: 
1) Most of the towns were located along routes of communication. 
2) Many of these towns were capitals of independent states. 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) None of the above 

 
Answer. (c) 
Explanation: Many urban centres emerged in several parts of the India subcontinent from c. 
sixth century BCE. Many of these were capitals of Mahajanapadas (independent states) – 
Patna, Ujjayini, etc. Virtually all major towns were located along routes of communication. 
Some such as Pataliputra were on riverine routes. Others, such as Ujjayini, were along land 
routes, and yet others, such as Puhar, were near the coast, from where sea routes began. Many 
cities like Mathura were bustling centres of commercial, cultural and political activity. Thus, 
both the statements are correct.  
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Question 6 Which of the following statements is/are incorrect about the ancient town of 
Patliputra? 
a) Magadh rulers shifted their capital from Rajgaha to Patligrama and renamed it to 

Patliputra. 
b) It was capital of Mauryan Empire during rule of Ashoka. 
c) It was one of the largest cities of Asia at a time.  
d) When the Chines pilgrim Xuan Zang visited the town, it was a flourishing urban center. 
 
Answer. (d) 
Explanation. 
1. Patliputra began its journey as a village called Patligrama. 
2. In 5th c. B.C., the Magadhan rulers shifted their capital from Rajgaha to Patligrama and 

renamed it to Patliputra.  
3. By 4th c. B.C., it was capital of Mauryan Empire and one of the largest cities of Asia. 
4. When the Chines pilgrim Xuan Zang visited the town in 7th c. A.D. he found it in ruins, 

and with a very small population. So, option d is incorrect.  
 
Question 7: The term ‘shrenis’ is used in ancient Indian texts for 
a) A group of religious mendicants 
b) Ministers in the court of the king 
c) Hierarchy of castes in the society 
d) Organisations of craft producers and merchants 
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Answer. (d) 
Explanation: The guilds or ‘shrenis’, organisations of craft producers and merchants, are 
mentioned in many ancient inscriptions. These guilds probably procured raw materials, 
regulated production, and marketed the finished product. Their chairman had powers to make 
rules for the members of the guild, punish members for misconduct and exercised king-like 
authority in the group. These guilds were often treated with respect by the kings and chiefs. 
There are many records of grants of land and wealth to religious entities by influential and 
rich guilds. 
 
Question 8: Consider the following statements about ‘punch-marked’ coins used as medium 
of exchange in ancient India: 
1) They are found only in Gangetic plains of north India.  
2) They were made in silver and copper. 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) None of the above 

 
Answer. (b) 
Explanation:  
1. Punch-marked coins made of silver and copper (c. sixth century BCE onwards) were 

amongst the earliest to be minted and used. These have been recovered from excavations 
at a number of sites throughout the subcontinent. Numismatists have studied these and 
other coins to reconstruct possible commercial networks 

2. Attempts made to identify the symbols on punch marked coins with specific ruling 
dynasties, including the Mauryas, suggest that these were issued by kings. It is also likely 
that merchants, bankers and townspeople issued some of these coins. 

 
Question 9: Which of the following statements is are correct? 
1) Mauryas were first issue coins bearing names and images of rulers. 
2) The first gold coins in India were issue by rulers of Gupta dynasty. 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) None of the above 
Answer. (d) 
Explanation: 
1. The first coins to bear the names and images of rulers were issued by the Indo-Greeks, 

who established control over the north-western part of the subcontinent in second century 
BCE. 

2. The first gold coins were issued in first century CE by the Kushanas. These were virtually 
identical in weight with those issued by contemporary Roman emperors and the Parthian 
rulers of Iran, and have been found from several sites in north India and Central Asia. 
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Question 10: Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to use of coins in 
ancient India? 
1) Hoards of Roman coins have been found from archaeological sites in North India.  
2) Coins issued by Gupta rulers were remarkable for their purity. 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) None of the above 
 
Answer. (b) 
Explanation: 

1. Hoards of Roman coins have been found from archaeological sites in south India. It is 
obvious that networks of trade were not confined within political boundaries: south 
India was not part of the Roman Empire, but there were close connections through 
trade. 

2. Some of the most spectacular gold coins were issued by the Gupta rulers. The earliest 
issues are remarkable for their purity. These coins facilitated long-distance 
transactions from which kings also benefited. 

3. Coins were also issued by tribal republics such as that of the Yaudheyas of Punjab 
and Haryana in first century CE). Archaeologists have unearthed several thousand 
copper coins issued by the Yaudheyas, pointing to the latter’s interest and 
participation in economic exchanges. 

 
 


