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The recent IMF report says that the real effective
depreciation of rupee is between six and seven per cent whereas it
has lost about 11 per cent of its value in nominal terms vis a vis
the US dollars. What does this imply?
a) The currencies of many of India’s trading partners, including
those in the emerging markets have depreciated more against
the dollar.
b) The currencies of many of India’s trading partners, including
those in the emerging markets have depreciated less against
the dollar
c) Either of the statements can be a possibility.
d) None of a or b can be possible

Explanation

The given statement in the question implies that the
currencies of many of India's trading partners have
depreciated more against the dollar. India is comparatively
better placed than other countries.

The Benami Transactions Informants Reward Scheme,
2018 was launched by the Income Tax Department. The scheme
can be availed by whom among the following?
1. Indian citizen
2. Foreigners
3. Any government servant
• Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 3 only
d) 1 and 3 only

Explanation

With the objective of obtaining people’s participation in the
Income Tax Department’s efforts to unearth black money and
to reduce tax evasion, a new reward scheme titled “Benami
Transactions Informants Reward Scheme, 2018”, has been
issued by the Income Tax Department. This reward scheme is
aimed at encouraging people to give information about
benami transactions and properties as well as income earned
on such properties by such hidden investors and beneficial
owners.

Under the Benami Transactions Informants Reward Scheme,
2018, a person can get reward up to Rs. One crore for giving
specific information in prescribed manner to the Joint or
Additional Commissioners of Benami Prohibition Units (BPUs) in
Investigation Directorates of Income Tax Department about
benami transactions and properties as well as proceeds from such
properties which are actionable under Benami Property
Transactions Act, 1988, as amended by Benami Transactions
(Prohibition) Amendment Act, 2016.
Foreigners will also be eligible for such reward. Identity of the
persons giving information will not be disclosed
and strict
confidentiality shall be maintained.

Which of the following may be the possible effects of
RBI increasing repo rates?
1. It may lead to a rise in the MCLR (marginal cost of funds
based lending rate).
2. The interest offered by banks on FDs (fixed deposits) is likely
to increase.
3. The interest on loans will also go up.
Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
a) 1 and 2 only

c) 1 and 3 only

b) 2 and 3 only

d) All of the above

Explanation

For existing borrowers, the EMI burden will only increase
here on out as banks have already started hiking rates.
However, this increase of EMI will be felt by you when the
reset date of your loan arrives. On the reset date, your future
EMIs will be calculated based on the MCLR effective on that
date. With the increase in repo rates, the interest rate offered
by banks on fixed deposits go up. So does the interest on loans.

Which of the following committees was set up last
year to look into the faster resolution of stressed assets by the
Finance ministry?
a) Bibek Debroy
b) Ratan Watal
c) Sunil Mehta
d) Arvind Panagaria

Explanation
Sunil Mehta Committee was set up. It was set up to look into
the faster resolution of stressed assets. It has recommended
the creation of an asset management company for the
resolution of stressed loans worth more than Rs.500 crore. The
committee had also laid out a plan to resolve SME loans
within 90 days. The five-pronged resolution route:

• outlining an SME resolution approach,
• bank-led resolution approach,
• AMC/AIF led resolution approach,
• NCLT/IBC approach, and
• asset-trading platform

Arrange the following countries in descending order
based on the amount of FDI received from them into India in
2017-18.
1. Singapore
2. Mauritius
3. Netherlands
4. U.S.A.
Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
c) 1, 2, 4, 3
a) 1, 2, 3, 4
b) 2, 1, 3, 4

d) 2, 1, 4 ,3

Explanation
Mauritius remained the top source of foreign direct
investment (FDI) into India in 2017-18 followed by Singapore,
whereas total FDI stood at $37.36 billion in the financial year,
a marginal rise over the $36.31 billion recorded in the
previous fiscal.
While FDI from Mauritius totalled $13.41 billion as against
$13.38 billion in the previous year, inflows from Singapore
rose to $9.27 billion from $6.52 billion. FDI from the
Netherlands declined marginally to $2.67 billion as against
$3.23 billion a year earlier. U.S.A. was fourth on the list.

The government recently decided to hike the
monetary threshold for filing tax appeals which is likely to reduce
tax litigation of direct taxes and indirect taxes. Consider the
following statements in this regard:
1. To file before Income Tax Appellate Tribunal/Customs, Excise
and Service Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT/CESTAT) the
threshhold has been increased to Rs 20 lakh from Rs 10 lakh
earlier.
2. for high courts to Rs 50 lakh from Rs 20 lakh
3. for the Supreme Court to Rs 1 crore from Rs 25 lakh.

Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above

Explanation

The recent government decision to hike the monetary threshold
for filing tax appeals is likely to reduce tax litigation of direct taxes
and indirect taxes by 41 per cent and 18 per cent, respectively. The
government had last year increased the threshold for the tax
department to file appeal in the following manner:
• before Income Tax Appellate Tribunal/Customs, Excise and
Service Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT/CESTAT) to Rs 20 lakh
from Rs 10 lakh earlier.
• for high courts to Rs 50 lakh from Rs 20 lakh.
• for the Supreme Court to Rs 1 crore from Rs 25 lakh.

Life Insurance Corporation of India had to obtain the
approval of which of the following regulators to buy upto 51 per
cent in debt-ridden IDBI Bank?
1. RBI
2. SEBI
3. IRDAI
Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above

Explanation
IRDAI had approved LIC’s plan to buy 51 per cent stake in
IDBI Bank, as the insurance regulator gave the insurer
exemption from 15 per cent investment cap. The Life
Insurance Corporation of India is expected to invest Rs
10,000-13,000 crore in tranches in the NPA-mired state-run
lender
The insurer will pare its stake in the bank to 15 per cent in 5-7
years. The valuation will be decided as per Sebi regulations.

Markets regulator SEBI has come out with new rules on
cross-shareholding in credit rating agencies. Which of the following
is correct about them?
a) It has imposed a 10% cap on cross-shareholding in credit rating
agencies and raised their net worth requirement to Rs. 25 crore.
b) It has imposed a 25% cap on cross-shareholding in credit rating
agencies and raised their net worth requirement to Rs. 25 crore.
c) It has imposed a 10% cap on cross-shareholding in credit rating
agencies and raised their net worth requirement to Rs. 10 crore.
d) It has imposed a 25% cap on cross-shareholding in credit rating
agencies and raised their net worth requirement to Rs. 10 crore.

Explanation
SEBI has imposed a 10% cap on cross-shareholding in credit
rating agencies and raised their net worth requirement to Rs. 25
crore.

Ponzi schemes are regulated by:
a) State government
b) SEBI
c) RBI
d) None of the above

Explanation
Ponzi schemes are not regulated but are banned in India.
A typical 'ponzi' scheme involves the operator collecting a large
amount of money from investors and paying them returns from
their own money or the money collected from subsequent
investors, rather than from profit earned by the person or the
entity operating such a scheme.

India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) was recently
launched in India. Which of the following statements is/are true
regarding the same?
1. It will be able to accept deposits of up to Rs. 1 lakh from
customers
2. The primary rationale behind the public payments bank idea is
to help in the government’s goal of achieving financial inclusion
3. The services that will be provided are: savings, remittance, and
payments services to the rural and unorganised sectors
Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
c) 1 and 3 only
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only

d) All of the above

Explanation
All the statements are correct. According to the Reserve Bank of
India guidelines for licensing of payments banks, the main
objective of a payments bank is to enhance financial inclusion.
A payments bank aims to further financial inclusion, especially
through savings accounts and payments services. Even in case of
savings accounts, a payments bank has certain restrictions.
Customers can open a savings account with deposits of only up
to ₹ 1 lakh, which is also the maximum balance allowed.

These banks currently offer interest rates similar to that being
offered by regular banks. As per RBI guidelines, payments banks
can’t accept fixed or recurring deposits.
IPPB will be offering 4% interest to its savings account
customers. The services that will be provided are: savings,
remittance, and payments services to the rural and unorganised
sectors.

SEBI regulates Foreign Portfolio Investments.
According to recent changes, which of the following categories
cannot manage FPI investments?
1. NRIs
2. Person of Indian Origin (PIO)
3. Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)
Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above

Explanation
FPI investments cannot be managed by NRIs, PIO and OCI.

Which of the following statements is/are true with
respect to GST?
1. National Anti-profiteering Authority (NAA) is a statutory
entity
2. Under GST, a three-tier structure is there to look into antiprofiteering complaints
Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation
Under GST, a three-tier structure is there to look into antiprofiteering complaints: state-level screening committees for
complaints of local nature or a national-level standing committee
for profiteering at all-India level. If the respective committees
find merit in the complaints on examination, they refer the cases
for further investigation to the DGAP, which has to furnish a
report within three months or an extended period of 6 months to
the NAA.

“Pink Economy” was in news recently. Pink economy
is related to?
a) Shrimp export
b) Export of eggs
c) Growth of marine products
d) None of these

Explanation
Rights of LGBT community. Pink Economy/capitalism, also
called rainbow capitalism, homocapitalism or gay capitalism), is
the incorporation of the LGBT movement and sexual diversity to
capitalism and the market economy, viewed especially in a
critical lens as this incorporation pertains to the gay, cisgender,
Western, white, and upper middle class communities and
market.

Which of the following statements is/are true about
the state finances?
1. States together have projected a revenue surplus and a lower
consolidated GFD of 2.6% of GDP in 2018-19.
2. States budgeted a gross fiscal deficit to gross domestic product
(GFD-GDP) ratio of 2.7% in 2017-18, revised estimates reveal
GFD-GDP ratio of 2.5%.
Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
c) Both 1 and 2
a) 1 only
b) 2 only

d) None of the above

Explanation
Statement 2 is false. States budgeted a gross fiscal deficit to gross
domestic product (GFD-GDP) ratio of 2.7% in 2017-18, revised
estimates reveal GFD-GDP ratio of 3.1%, the RBI said.

Consider the following statements about the MUDRA
Yojana.
1. The maximum loan distributed under the Pradhan Mantri
MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) scheme is Rs 50 lakh.
2. These loans are given by Commercial Banks, RRBs, Small
Finance Banks, Cooperative Banks, MFIs and NBFCs.
Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) is a scheme launched
by the Hon’ble Prime Minister on April 8, 2015 for providing
loans upto 10 lakh to the non-corporate, non-farm small/micro
enterprises. These loans are classified as MUDRA loans under
PMMY. These loans are given by Commercial Banks, RRBs,
Small Finance Banks, Cooperative Banks, MFIs and NBFCs.
The borrower can approach any of the lending institutions
mentioned above or can apply online through this portal.

Under the aegis of PMMY, MUDRA has created three products
namely 'Shishu', 'Kishore' and 'Tarun' to signify the stage of
growth / development and funding needs of the beneficiary micro
unit / entrepreneur and also provide a reference point for the next
phase of graduation / growth.

Which of the following is/are possible effects of
depreciating rupee in India’s current economic scenario?
1. Widening Current Account deficit.
2. Rising imports
3. Rising exports
4. Narrowing trade deficit
Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
a) 1,2 and 4 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 1, 3 and 4 only
d) None of the above

Explanation
Widening Current Account deficit and Rising exports are the
possible effects of depreciating rupee. In summary, rupee
depreciation will lead to Widening CAD, rise in exports, fall in
imports, and widening Trade deficit.

Which of the following is true about sovereign gold
bond scheme?
1. Minimum investment in the Bond shall be one gram with a
maximum limit of subscription of 4 kg for individuals.
2. The Bonds bear interest at the rate of 2.50 per cent (fixed rate)
per annum on the amount of initial investment.
3. Bonds are sold through offices or branches of Nationalised
Banks, Scheduled Private Banks, Scheduled Foreign Banks
and designated Post Offices.

Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) All of the above

Explanation
The Bonds are issued in denominations of one gram of gold and
in multiples thereof. Minimum investment in the Bond shall be
one gram with a maximum limit of subscription of 4 kg for
individuals, 4 kg for Hindu Undivided Family (HUF) and 20 kg
for trusts and similar entities notified by the government from
time to time per fiscal year (April – March). In case of joint
holding, the limit applies to the first applicant.

The Bonds bear interest at the rate of 2.50 per cent (fixed rate)
per annum on the amount of initial investment. Interest will be
credited semi-annually to the bank account of the investor and
the last interest will be payable on maturity along with the
principal.
Bonds are sold through offices or branches of Nationalised Banks,
Scheduled Private Banks, Scheduled Foreign Banks, designated
Post Offices, Stock Holding Corporation of India Ltd. (SHCIL)
and the authorised stock exchanges either directly or through
their agents.

Consider the following statements about the Capital
Adequacy norms in India
1. Currently, the RBI applies stricter norms and not those specified
under Basel III for capital adequacy, leading banks to set aside
higher capital for loans.
2. The RBI has fixed March 2019 as the deadline to meet capital
requirements under the Basel III norms for banks.Choose the
incorrect answer from the code given below.
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation
Currently, the RBI applies stricter norms and not those specified
under Basel III for capital adequacy, leading banks to set aside
higher capital for loans.
The government has been in favor of alignment of the capital
adequacy norms with Basel III norms . According to the Basel
Committee on Banking Supervision (BCBS) report, core capital
requirement for banks as prescribed by the RBI is 1 per cent
higher than what Basel III norms recommend. The RBI has fixed
March 2019 as the deadline to meet capital requirements under
the Basel III norms for banks.

There were recent reports of formalin/formaldehyde
in fish in the coastal states of India. What are the side effects of
formalin?
1. Short term damages for formaldehyde are watery eyes,
coughing, wheezing, nausea and skin irritation.
2. It is a human carcinogen
3. Can cause immediate death on consumption
Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
a) 1 and 2 only

c) 1 and 3 only

b) 2 and 3 only

d) All of the above

Explanation
Short term damages for formaldehyde are watery eyes,
coughing, wheezing, nausea and skin irritation.
It is a human carcinogen. It doesn’t cause immediate death.

RBI’s Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) framework
kicks in when banks breach the limits of:
1. Capital to risk weighted assets ratio.
2. Net non-performing assets (NPA).
3. Return on Assets (RoA).
Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
a) Either of 2 and 3
b) Either of 1 and 2
c) All of the above
d) Any of the above

Explanation
RBI’s Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) framework kicks in
when banks breach any of the three key regulatory trigger points
i.e. capital to risk weighted assets ratio, net non-performing
assets (NPA) and Return on Assets (RoA).
Depending on the risk thresholds set in PCA rules, the banks are
restricted from paying dividend, expanding the number of
branches, staff recruitment and increasing the size of their loan
book.

Consider the following statements about Marginal
Cost of funds based Lending Rate (MCLR):
1. It refers to the minimum interest rate of a bank below which it
cannot lend, except in some cases allowed by the RBI.
2. Rates based on marginal cost of funds are less sensitive to
changes in the policy rates thus bringing a sense of surety in
the system.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only

c) Both 1 and 2

b) 2 only

d) None of the above

Explanation
It refers to the minimum interest rate of a bank below which it
cannot lend, except in some cases allowed by the RBI. It is an
internal benchmark or reference rate for the bank. MCLR
actually describes the method by which the minimum interest
rate for loans is determined by a bank.
RBI decided to shift from base rate to MCLR because the rates
based on marginal cost of funds are more sensitive to changes in
the policy rates. This is very essential for the effective
implementation of monetary policy.

Recently published ILO report, India Wage Report
outlined which of the following?
1. Real average daily wages in India almost doubled in the first
two decades after economic reforms.
2. The average labour productivity (as measured by GDP per
worker) increased more rapidly than real average wages.
3. The gender wage gap decreased from around 48% in 1993-94
to approximately 34% in 2011-12.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
c) 1 and 3 only
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only

d) All of the above

Explanation
Real average daily wages in India almost doubled in the first two
decades after economic reforms, but low pay and wage
inequality remains a serious challenge to inclusive growth, the
International Labour Organization warned in its India Wage
Report
Overall, in 2009-10, a third of all of wage workers were paid less
than the national minimum wage, which is merely indicative and
not legally binding. That includes 41% of all casual workers and
15% of salaried workers.

In 2011-12, the average wage in India was about ₹247 rupees a
day, almost double the 1993-94 figure of ₹128. However, average
labour productivity (as measured by GDP per worker) increased
more rapidly than real average wages.
Daily wages in urban areas (₹384) also remain more than twice as
high as those in rural areas (₹175), the report said.
The gender wage gap decreased from 48% in 1993-94 to 34% in
2011-12, but still remains high by international standards. And of
all worker groups, the average wages of casual rural female
workers was the lowest, at just ₹104 a day.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ilo-report-flags-wageinequality-in-india/article24747231.ece

Consider the following statements.
1. 1267 Sanctions committee is related to Assets freeze, Travel ban,
Arms embargo only.
2. The Security Council’s Resolution 2465 is on terrorism
financing.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Explanation
The U.S. took the lead in bringing sanctions against Jaish-eMohammad (JeM) chief Masood Azhar at the United Nations by
circulating a draft resolution among Security Council members.
The 1267 and Al-Qaeda Sanctions Committee was established
under the UNSC resolution 1267.
The listing results in:
Assets freeze, Travel ban & Arms embargo. Statement
correct.

1 is

The Security Council passed Resolution 2462 on terrorism
financing. Statement 2 is incorrect.
The resolution says that “the primary responsibility of Member
States in countering terrorist acts and reiterating their obligation
to prevent and suppress the financing of terrorist acts as well as its
call upon all States to become party to the international counterterrorism conventions and protocols as soon as possible.”

Consider the following statements.
1. Higher reliance on GST receipts for revenue reduces states’
autonomy.
2. In the current financial year, transfers from the Centre are
estimated to make 48 per cent of states’ revenue.
3. The Centre has guaranteed 12 per cent annual growth in tax
revenue to states.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2

c) 1 and 3

b) 2 and 3

d) 1 only

Explanation
A report by Delhi-based non-profit organisation PRS Legislative
Research notes that in the current financial year, transfers from
the Centre are estimated to make 48 per cent of states’ revenue.
The Centre has guaranteed 14 per cent annual growth in tax
revenue to states. Statement 2 is incorrect.
In case of less than 14 per cent growth, states will receive
compensation from the Centre.

Consider the following statements.
1. Certification of a bill as money bill cannot be questioned and
courts cannot inquire into the decision taken by Parliament.
2. Doctrine of Colorable Legislation is a fraud on the Constitution.
3. The doctrine of colourable legislation involves question of bona
fides or mala fides on the part of the legislature.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2
b) 2 and 3
c) 1 only
d) 2 only

Explanation
It is alleged that the passing of Finance Act, 2017 as a Money Bill
was a “colourable exercise of power and a fraud on the
Constitution.”
A long line of SC’s earlier judgments have been interpreted to
indicate that the Speaker’s decision is not immune to judicial
review because such certification is merely an “irregularity of
procedure. Statement 1 is incorrect.
Doctrine of Colorable Legislation like any other constitutional
law doctrine is a tool devised and applied by the Supreme Court
of India to interpret various Constitutional Provisions.

Doctrine of Colorable Legislation is built upon the founding stones
of the Doctrine of Separation of Power.
Separation of Power mandates that a balance of power is to be
struck between the different components of the State i.e. between
the Legislature, the Executive and the Judiciary.
The Primary Function of the legislature is to make laws.
Whenever, Legislature tries to shift this balance of power towards
itself then the Doctrine of Colorable Legislation is attracted to take
care of Legislative Accountability.
• In our Constitution, this doctrine is usually applied to Article
246 which has demarcated the Legislative Competence of the

Parliament and the State Legislative Assemblies by outlining the
different subjects under List I for the Union, List II for
the States and List III for both, as mentioned in the Seventh
Schedule.
This Doctrine is also called as “Fraud on the Constitution”. The
failure to comply with a Constitutional condition for the exercise
of legislative power may be overt or it may be covert. Only
statement 2 is correct.
The doctrine of colourable legislation does not involve any
question of bona fides or mala fides on the part of the legislature.
The whole doctrine resolves itself into the, question of competency
of a particular legislature to enact a particular law.

Consider the following statements about Draft Ecommerce Policy.
1. The policy focuses on six broad issues of the e-commerce sector.
2. India and its citizens have a sovereign right to their data.
3. Private firms invest capital to collect data so saying that it also
belongs to the citizens is unfair.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2
b) 2 and 3
c) 1 only
d) 3 only

Explanation
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that the DRDOdeveloped anti-satellite system A-SAT successfully destroyed a
live satellite in the Low Earth Orbit.
The DRDO’s Ballistic Missile Defence interceptor was used,
which is part of the ongoing ballistic missile defence programme.
There are ways like “fly-by tests” and Jamming to destroy
satellite.

Consider the following statements .Which of them is
incorrect?
a) In Mission Shakti DRDO’s Ballistic Missile Defence interceptor
was used.
b) India used the technology of Kinetic Kill.
c) The test will not create space debris.
d) India supported UNGA resolution 69/32.

Explanation
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that the DRDOdeveloped anti-satellite system A-SAT successfully destroyed a
live satellite in the Low Earth Orbit.
The DRDO’s Ballistic Missile Defence interceptor was used,
which is part of the ongoing ballistic missile defence programme.
There are ways like “fly-by tests” and Jamming to destroy
satellite.
India used the particular technology of Kinetic Kill.

India has been participating in all sessions of the UN Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.
India supported UNGA resolution 69/32 on No First Placement of
Weapons on Outer Space.
Mission Shakti will create space debris but ultimately it will be
destroyed in Earth's atmosphere as they will be in LEO.

Which of the following statements about Sinai
peninsula is incorrect?
a) It is in Asia.
b) It is situated between the Mediterranean Sea to the north and
the Red sea to the south,.
c) It is under occupation of Israel.
d) None of these.

Explanation
In the course of the Six-Day War, Israel occupied the entire Sinai
Peninsula, and Gaza Strip from Egypt, the West Bank (including
East Jerusalem) from Jordan and the Golan Heights from Syria.
In 1979, Egypt and Israel signed a peace treaty in which Israel
agreed to withdraw from the entirety of the Sinai Peninsula. C
statement is incorrect.
The Sinai Peninsula or simply Sinai is a peninsula in Egypt,
It is the only part of the Egypt located in Asia.
It is situated between the Mediterranean Sea to the north and the
Red Sea to the south, and is a land bridge between Asia and Africa.

Consider the following statements regarding The
Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016.
1. Under this Bill, homosexuals, single parents, and live-in couples
are entitled to surrogacy.
2. Foreigners, Non-Resident Indians and Persons of Indian Origin
are not allowed to seek surrogacy in the country.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Explanation
It is a practice where a woman gives birth to a child for an
eligible couple and agrees to hand over the child after the birth
to them.
The Bill allows altruistic surrogacy which involves a surrogacy
arrangement where the monetary reward only involves medical
expenses and insurance coverage for the surrogate mother.
Commercial surrogacy is prohibited under the Bill.
Under this Bill, homosexuals, single parents, and live-in couples
are also not entitled to surrogacy. Statement 1 is incorrect.

Also, couples who already have children will not be allowed to go
for surrogacy, though they would be free to adopt a child under a
separate law.
The Bill entitles only Indian citizens to avail of surrogacy.
Foreigners, Non-Resident Indians and Persons of Indian Origin
are not allowed to seek surrogacy in the country.
Eligibility:
Couple must be a close relative of the surrogate mother. In
addition, the couple has to prove that they fulfil all of the following
conditions:

They are Indian citizens who have been married for at least five
years;
They are in the age group of 23-50 years (female partner) and 2655 years (male partner).

Which of the following statements about in vitro
fertilisation (outside the body) is incorrect.
a) The embryo is stored in liquid nitrogen or nitrogen vapour at a
temperature below -190°C.
b) The unborn offspring is an embryo from the day of fertilisation
until the eighth week of pregnancy
c) Embryos are frozen from the second day of fertilization.
d) The Director General of Foreign Trade puts the import of
human embryos under the ‘restricted’ category.

Explanation
In medical terms, the unborn offspring is an embryo from the
day of fertilisation until the eighth week of pregnancy; after that,
it is a foetus.
As a matter of fact, embryos are frozen from the second day of
fertilisation, using techniques to halt physiological or biological
development.
The embryo is stored in liquid nitrogen or nitrogen vapour at a
temperature below -190°C.

Embryos are frozen from the second day of fertilisation, using
techniques to halt physiological or biological development.
The embryo is stored in liquid nitrogen or nitrogen vapour at a
temperature below -190°C. In 2017, a 24-year-old frozen embryo
made headlines after it was used to give birth in the US.
The Director General of Foreign Trade puts the import of human
embryos under the ‘prohibited’ category. D is incorrect.

The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs
(UNOOSA) is headquartered at
a) USA
b) Germany
c) Switzerland
d) Austria

Explanation
The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) is
responsible for promoting international cooperation in the peaceful
uses of outer space.
UNOOSA maintains a 24-hour hotline as the United Nations focal
point for satellite imagery requests during disasters
Manages the United Nations Platform for Space-based Information
for Disaster Management and Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER).
UNOOSA is the current secretariat of the International Committee
on Global Navigation Satellite Systems (ICG).
UNOOSA is located at the United Nations Office at Vienna, Austria.

Consider the following statements.
1. Out of the five United Nations treaties relating to activities in
outer space, India has ratified four.
2. India is signatory to the Convention on International Liability
for Damage Caused by Space Objects.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of these

Explanation
Out of the five United Nations treaties relating to activities in
outer space, India has ratified four and signed one.
‘Ratification’ means a country must enact the necessary
legislation to give domestic effect to the treaties within a given
time-frame.
As a signatory to the Convention on International Liability for
Damage Caused by Space Objects, 1972: India has an absolute
liability to pay compensation for damage caused by its space
object on the surface of the Earth or to aircraft in flight.

The “Outer Space Treaty”:
States shall not place nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass
destruction in orbit or on celestial bodies or station them in outer
space in any other manner
Outer space shall be free for exploration and use by all States
2. The “Rescue Agreement”
3. The “Liability Convention”
4. Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer
Space
5. The “Moon Agreement”

Which of the following is the purpose of ISRO’s
GSAT-7A satellite, which was launched recently?
a) Bulk data transfer for a host of emerging telecommunication
applications.
b) Provide satellite-based internet to remote places.
c) Augmenting Indian Air Force’s existing communication
capabilities.
d) Imaging satellite for advanced earth observation.

Explanation
ISRO has launched military communication satellite GSAT-7A.
GSAT-7A was successfully injected into its orbit by GSLV-F11.
GSAT-7A has been placed in the geostationary orbit and this
communication satellite is expected to help the IAF to interlink
different ground radar stations, airbases and AWACS (Airborne
Warning And Control System) aircraft. The idea is to improve
the IAF’s network-centric warfare capabilities.

Consider the following statements about Central
Road and Infrastructure Fund (CRIF).
1. Work related to the Central Road and Infrastructure Fund
(CRIF) is under the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways.
2. Central Road Fund Act, 2000 was amended to use proceeds of
the road cess under CRIF to finance infrastructure projects
such as waterways, some portion of the railway infrastructure
and even social infrastructure.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only

c) Both

b) 2 only

d) None of the above

Explanation
Budget 2018 amended the Central Road Fund Act, 2000, and
renamed the Central Road Fund the Central Road and
Infrastructure Fund.
Work related to the Central Road and Infrastructure Fund
(CRIF) has been taken away from the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways and brought under the domain of the
Finance Ministry. It will now be under the Department of
Economic Affairs (DEA), Finance Ministry.

Hayabusa2, the spacecraft that landed on an asteroid
is from
a) China National Space Administration (CNSA)
b) Korea Aerospace Research Institute (KARI)
c) National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
d) Japan Space Exploration Agency (JAXA)

Explanation
Japan Space Exploration Agency (JAXA) has announced that a
probe, Hayabusa2, had successfully landed on an asteroidRyugu– 300 million km from Earth.
Notably, Hayabusa2 is the second Japanese spacecraft to land on
an asteroid, after Hayabusa achieved a similar feat back in 2005.

Consider the following statements about Global Soil
Biodiversity Atlas.
1. It is prepared by United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD).
2. India is among countries whose soil biodiversity faces the
highest level of risk.
3. Soil biodiversity encompasses the presence of micro-organisms,
micro-fauna and macro-fauna.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
c) 1, 3
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3

d) 1, 2, 3

Explanation
India’s soil biodiversity is in grave peril, according to the Global
Soil Biodiversity Atlas prepared by the World Wide Fund for
Nature.
The WWF’s ‘risk index’ for the globe — indicating threats from
loss of above-ground diversity, pollution and nutrient over-loading,
over-grazing, intensive agriculture, fire, soil erosion, desertification
and climate change — shows India among countries whose soil
biodiversity faces the highest level of risk.
Soil biodiversity encompasses the presence of micro-organisms,
micro-fauna (nematodes and tardigrades for example), and macrofauna (ants, termites and earthworms).

The report Regulatory Indicators for Sustainable
Energy (RISE) 2018 is released by
a) International Energy Agency
b) UNDP
c) OECD
d) World Bank

Explanation
World Bank has released its report — Regulatory Indicators for
Sustainable Energy (RISE) 2018 — charting global progress on
sustainable energy policies.

Which of the following statements are correct with
respect to citizenship bill 2016
1. Grants citizenship status based on religion to illegal immigrants
2. Seeks to cancel registration of OCI cardholders for violation of
any law
Select the correct answer
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None of the above

Explanation
The Bill amends the Citizenship Act, 1955 to make illegal
migrants who are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and
Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, eligible
for citizenship.Under the Act, one of the requirements for
citizenship by naturalisation is that the applicant must have
resided in India during the last 12 months, and for 11 of the
previous 14 years. The Bill relaxes this 11 year requirement to
six years for persons belonging to the same six religions and
three countries.

The Bill provides that the registration of Overseas Citizen of
India (OCI) cardholders may be cancelled if they violate any law.

Judicial review on laws relating to 9th schedule was
open to scrutiny in which of the following case
1. Coelho case
2. Waman rao case
3. Minerva mills case
Select correct answer
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 3 only
d) None of the above

Explanation
I R Coelho case – If a law is included in the 9th schedule of the
Indian constitution, it can still be examined and confronted in
court.

Waman Rao Case – This case has facilitated in determining a
satisfactory way of addressing grievances pertaining to the
violation of fundamental rights.
Minerva mills case – Fortified the idea of the basic structure
which was put forward earlier in the Keshavananda Bharti Case.

Consider the following statements with respect to
leprosy
1. Caused by Mycobacterium leprae.
2. Occurs in the age group above 7yrs
3. Affects skin, peripheral nerves, upper respiratory tract, eyes
and ears
4. Also known as Hansen disease.
Select the correct answer
c) 1 & 4 only
a) 1, 2, 3 only
b) 1 & 3 only

d) All of the above

Explanation
Leprosy is one of the oldest diseases in recorded history. Also,
known as Hansen’s disease (HD), it is a chronic, progressive
bacterial infection caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium leprae.
It primarily affects the nerves of the extremities, the skin, the lining
of the nose, the upper respiratory tract and the eyes. The disease
produces skin ulcers, nerve damage, and muscle weakness. If it isn’t
treated, it can cause severe disfigurement and significant disability.
It is known to occur at all agesranging from early infancy to very
old age. It is common in many countries, especially those with a
tropical or subtropical climate.

Consider the following statement with regard to 70
point performance grading index
1. Compiled by Niti Aayog
2. States performance assessed on 1000 point scale based on 70
indicators
Select the correct answer
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 & 2
d) None.

Explanation
The union Human Resource Development (HRD) ministry is
compiling this schooling index.
The Index will assess states on a 1,000 point grading system with
10-20 points per parameter.
Areas: The 70 indicators will grade state schooling systems on areas
like number of existing teacher vacancies, number of direct entry
recruitments especially at leadership positions, school
infrastructure and so on.
The Niti Aayog which was earlier developing its own School
Education Quality Index, will be using 33 of the 70 criteria under
the PGI for their own assessments.

Consider the following statements about the CbC
report.
1. It is related to the Base Erosion and Profit Shifting.
2. It is a bi-annual report.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Explanation
India and the U.S. signed an inter-government agreement for the
automatic exchange of country-by-country (CbC) reports.

The Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) Action 13 report is
a format for multinational companies.
They have to report annually for each tax jurisdiction in which
they do business. Statement 2 is incorrect
This report is called the Country-by-Country (CbC) Report.
Base erosion and profit shifting : The activities of multinational
companies to shift their profits from high tax countries to lower
tax countries.

It reduces the tax base of the high tax countries.
It causes loss of tax revenue.

Consider the following statements.
1. The Ponzi scheme generates returns for older investors by
acquiring new investors.
2. A deposit-taking scheme is defined as unregulated if it is not
registered with SEBI only.
3. State and union territory governments regulate chit funds.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2
b) 2 and 3
c) 1 and 3
d) 1 only

Explanation
The ‘Banning of Unregulated Deposit Scheme Ordinance’, was
promulgated by President to save investors from losing money to
Ponzi and fake deposit schemes.

A deposit-taking scheme is defined as unregulated if it is not
registered with the regulators like RBI, SEBI, state governments
etc. Statement 3 is incorrect.
A Ponzi scheme is a fraudulent investing scam promising high
rates of return with little risk to investors.
The Ponzi scheme generates returns for older investors by
acquiring new investors.

The Saradha chit fund scam is one example.
RBI regulates non-banking financial companies
SEBI regulates mutual funds
State/union territory governments regulate chit funds.

Consider the following statements electoral bonds.
1. Donors to political parties need not provide their names, PAN if
they have contributed less than Rs. 20,000.
2. Donations received from foreign companies having majority
stake in Indian companies are allowed.
3. There is fear of unchecked foreign funding of political parties in
India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2

c) 1 and 3

b) 2 and 3

d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation
The Election Commission of India (ECI) has told the Supreme
Court that electoral bonds hurts transparency in political
funding.

The ECI protested amendments through the two Finance Acts of
2016 and 2017.
The amendment to the Representation of People Act allows
political parties to skip recording donations received by them
through electoral bonds in their contribution reports to the EC.

Donors to political parties need not provide their names, address
or PAN if they have contributed less than Rs. 20,000.
Donations received from foreign companies having majority stake
in Indian companies are allowed.
Electoral bonds are securities used to donate funds to the political
parties.
These bonds will be issued by notified banks.
The donor can approach the banks and purchase the bonds.
The donor is allowed to buy the bonds through cheque/digital
payment.

Hence the identity of the donors is protected.
He donates the bonds to the political party.
The political party has to encash it into the registered account with
the Election Commission of India.

Consider the following statements about Official
Secrets Act (OSA), 1923.
1. As per the Second Administrative Reforms Commission OSA
should be substituted by a chapter in the RTI act.
2. It defines “secret” or “official secrets” as security threat.
3. There is a lot of subjectivity involved in its application.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2
b) 2 and 3
c) 1 only
d) 3 only

Explanation
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) issued five prosecution
sanction orders last year under the Official Secrets Act (OSA),
1923.

Official Secrets Act (OSA), 1923 criminalizes disclosure of
information which might be directly or indirectly useful to an
enemy of the state.
The OSA does not define “secret” or “official secrets. Statement
2 is incorrect.

The Second Administrative Reforms Commission report stated the
act should be substituted by a chapter in the National Security Act.
Statement 1 is incorrect.
There is a lot of subjectivity involved in its application as officers
can deny any information which they consider to be a secret.

Consider the following statements .Which of them is
correct?
a) The Outer Space Treaty prohibits all types of weapons in outer
space.
b) Russia launched ‘Operation Burnt Frost to intercept and
destroy a non-functioning satellite.
c) UNGA resolution 69/32 is related to ‘No First Placement of
Weapons on Outer Space’.
d) India has not signed 1967 Outer Space Treaty.

Explanation
Mission Shakti: India is the fourth country after the U.S., Russia
and China to have the technology.

The Outer Space Treaty prohibits only weapons of mass
destruction in outer space, not ordinary weapons. Statement ‘a’ is
incorrect.
India is a signatory to this treaty.
UNGA resolution 69/32 : No First Placement of Weapons on Outer
Space. Only C statement is correct.
The United States launched ‘Operation Burnt Frost,’ to destroy a
non-functioning satellite.

Which of the following statements about Low earth
orbits (LEO) satellite systems is incorrect?
a) They are used in telecommunication.
b) They move at slow speeds.
c) They take less energy to get placed.
d) They make a lot of space debris.

Explanation
What does Low Earth Orbit (LEO) mean?

Satellite systems used in telecommunication, which orbit between
400 and 1,000 miles above the earth's surface.
Used mainly for data communication such as email, video
conferencing etc.
They move at extremely high speeds.
Not fixed in space in relation to the any location in the earth.
Due to popularity of LEO satellites, studies reveal that the LEO
environment is getting congested with space debris.

Consider the following statements regarding Article
370 of Indian Constitution.
1. To extend constitutional provisions and amendments to the
State, a presidential order to that effect has to be passed.
2. This order requires the concurrence of the State government,
except in matters of defence, external affairs, and health.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Explanation
Recently, the 77th and 103rd constitutional amendments were
extended to Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) by a presidential order.

The provisions of the Indian Constitution do not automatically
apply to J&K.
To extend constitutional provisions and amendments to the State,
a presidential order to that effect has to be passed.
This order requires the concurrence of the State government,
except subjects specified in the Instrument of Accession
(defence, external affairs, and communications). Statement 2is
incorrect.

Consider the following statements about Nagas.
1. They are spread across Mizoram, Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh.
2. They are mostly Christians.
3. Article 371A of the Constitution accords a special status to
them.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2
b) 2 and 3
c) 1 only
d) 3 only

Explanation
The Naga Framework Agreement is back in the news after the
Centre’s main interlocutor in Nagaland, R.N. Ravi, visited the
State to tie up loose ends before a final deal is sealed.

They are spread across Manipur, Assam and Arunachal Pradesh.
Statement 1 is incorrect.
Naga Framework Agreement was signed in August 2015.
Nagas practice mostly Christianity.

Article 371A:
Nagaland

Special provision with respect to the State of

No Act of Parliament will interfere in religious or social practices
of the Nagas, Naga customary law and procedure,

The world’s first floating nuclear power plant is
located in which country?
a) Japan
b) Russia
c) France
d) USA

Explanation
A floating nuclear power plant is a site with one or more nuclear
reactors, located on a platform at sea.

It has a low environmental impact.
The world’s first floating nuclear power plant is being built at
the Baltiysky Zavod shipyard in Saint Petersburg, Russia.
This site, known as Akademik Lomonosov, is the property of the
Russian nuclear operator Rosenergoatom.

Hongyun project is related to
a) discovery of new planets in goldilocks zone
b) longest tunnel in North Korea
c) network of spy satellites
d) internet connection

Which of the following are the features of EMISAT

satellite.
1. 748-km orbit
2. 504-km orbit
3. QL launcher
4. Electromagnetic measurement
Select the correct option.
a) 1, 2 & 3
b) 1, 3 & 4
c) 2, 3 & 4
d) All of the above

Why in news?
EMISAT, a satellite meant to provide intelligence to the armed
forces, was launched from the Sriharikota spaceport by the
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).
• Four-stage PSLV (Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle).
• Core payload from the Defence Research and Development
Organisation.
• A new fourth variant of the launcher, called the QL.
• It will measure electromagnetic waves.

Consider the following statements.
1. The hump-backed Mahseer, is found only in river
Mahanadi.
2. It has Critically Endangered Status.
3. The IUCN Red List Categories define the extinction risk of
species in Ten categories .
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) 2 only
d) 3 only

Why in the news?
The hump-backed Mahseer has been added to the IUCN Red
List with Critically Endangered Status. Only Statement 2 is
correct.
The hump-backed mahseer is a large freshwater fish.
It is found only in the Cauvery river basin .
The IUCN Red List Categories define the extinction risk of
species assessed under nine categories.

‘The D.K. Srivastava committee’ in news was
established by
a) NITI Ayog
b) Reserve Bank of India
c) National Statistical Commission
d) None of these

Why in the news?
• 15th Finance Commission’s Chairman NK Singh has called
for a ‘Fiscal Council’ to enforce fiscal rules.
• In 2018, the D.K. Srivastava committee on fiscal statistics
was established by the National Statistical Commission
(NSC).
• It recommended establishment of a fiscal council that could
co-ordinate with all levels of government to provide
harmonized fiscal statistics across governmental levels.

Consider the following statements.
1. An interest-rate derivative is a financial instrument
with a constant value.
2. Interest-rate derivatives are often used as hedges.
3. Interest rate swaps usually involve the exchange of a
fixed interest rate for a floating rate.
Which of the above is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) 1 & 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Why in news?
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has allowed non-residents to
participate in the rupee interest rate derivatives market.
• An interest-rate derivative is a instrument with a value that
increases and decreases based on interest rates. Only
Statement 1 is incorrect.
• Interest-rate derivatives are used as hedges by institutional
investors, banks, etc. to protect themselves against changes
in market interest rates.

• An interest rate swap is a forward contract in which one stream
of future interest payments is exchanged for another based on a
specified principal amount.
• Interest rate swaps usually involve the exchange of a fixed
interest rate for a floating rate or vice-versa.

e.Deorbit mission is related to
a)
b)
c)
d)

NASA
European Space Agency
ISRO
None of these

Why in the news?
 Space junk is an growing problem with more than 7,00 tonnes
of junk hardware circling the Earth.
 e.Deorbit is a planned European Space Agency active space
debris removal mission developed as a part of their Clean
Space initiative.
 The launch is planned for 2023 on board a Vega launch vehicle.

Which of the following statements about Kessler
effect is incorrect?
a) It describes collision of space debris in LEO.
b) becomes more likely as satellites in orbit increase in number.
c) The Kessler syndrome is troublesome because of the domino
effect.
d) It happens when density of objects in low Earth orbit (LEO) is
low.

Why in the news?
With successful testing of anti-satellite missile, the world
expressed concern over space debris.
 The Kessler effect is a scenario in which the density of objects
in low Earth orbit (LEO) is high enough that collisions
between objects could cause a cascade where each collision
generates space debris that increases the likelihood of further
collisions.
 Distribution of debris in orbit could render space activities
useless.
 It happens when density of objects in low Earth orbit (LEO) is
high. Statements d is incorrect.

Consider

the

following

statements

about

‘fracking’.
1. It involves injecting water, sand, and chemicals under high
pressure into a bedrock formation.
2. It is intended to create new fractures in the rock only.
3. It is used commonly in low-permeability rocks like tight
sandstone, shale.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) 1 & 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Why in the news?
Today, every projection of India’s energy future draws the same
broad conclusion. Whether it be multilateral institutions like the
International Energy Agency (IEA),
 Hydraulic fracturing or “fracking,” is an oil and gas well
development process that typically involves injecting water, sand,
and chemicals under high pressure into a bedrock formation via
the well.
 This process is intended to create new fractures in the rock as well
as increase the size, extent, and connectivity of existing fractures.
Statement 2 is incorrect.
 Used commonly in low-permeability rocks like tight sandstone,
shale, and some coal beds to increase oil and/or gas flow to a well
from petroleum-bearing rock formations.

Which of the following statements about the
merger of Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank into Bank of Baroda is
incorrect?
a) The amalgamation emphasizes on consolidating and
integrating smaller banks with bigger banks.
b) It will help solve issues like non-performing assets (NPAs)
and default of loans.
c) The amalgamation will be made effective by way of share
swapping.
d) In a share swap, there is cash buyback.

Why in the news?
Bank of Baroda will become the third largest lender in the country
and second largest public-sector bank.
The merger of Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank into Bank of Baroda is
proposed to be effective from April 1, 2019
 The amalgamation emphasizes on consolidating and integrating
smaller banks with bigger banks.
 The tripartite amalgamation reflects the government's focus
towards consolidation and strengthening of public-sector banking
and also to deal with the raising problematic issues like nonperforming assets (NPAs) and default of loans.

 The amalgamation will be made effective by way of share
swapping pursuant to which Bank of Baroda will issue shares to
the existing shareholders of Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank
 In a share swap, there is no cash outgo involved for the acquirer,
saving the acquirer borrowing cost. Statement d is incorrect.

Which of the following cannot be the external
benchmark under new loan pricing regime ?
a) RBI repo rate
b) 91-day T-bill yield
c) 182-day T-bill yield
Climate change
d) Marginal Cost of Funds based
Lending Rate

Why in the news
Banks will be getting more time to migrate to the new loan
pricing regime which was scheduled to be implemented
from April 1. This new pricing scheme, based on an
external benchmark, will be applicable for floating rate
loans extended to individuals and small businesses.
 Currently, all loans such as for car and home disbursed
from April 1, 2016 are linked to marginal cost of fundsbased lending rate (MCLR).

• The biggest problem with the current system is the lack of
required transmission of policy rates.
• When the RBI cuts repo rate there is no guarantee a borrower
will get the benefit of the rate cut or that it will be transmitted
down to him.
• Due to internal benchmarking of loan price, policy rate cuts
often don't reach the borrowers.
• Secondly, the MCLR system is opaque since its an internal
benchmark that depends on the way a bank does its business

 Under the new system which will come into effect from April 1,
2019, banks will have to link their lending rates with an external
benchmark instead of MCLR.
 The RBI has given these options to banks: RBI repo rate, the
91-day T-bill yield; the 182-day T-bill yield; or any other
benchmark market interest rate produced by the Financial
Benchmarks India Pvt. Ltd.

The S-400 Triumph air defence system
1. has a range of 400km.
2. can cover an altitude of up to 30km.
Select the correct option.
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Why in the news
The S-400 missile defence system, which India is acquiring
from Russia in a multi-billion dollar deal, is a proof of the special
nature of the partnership between the two countries.
 The S-400 Triumph air defence system has a multifunction
radar, autonomous detection and targeting systems, antiaircraft missile systems, launchers, and command and control
centre.
 It is capable of firing three types of missiles to create a layered
defence.

 The system can engage all types of aerial targets including
aircraft, unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV), and ballistic and
cruise missiles within the range of 400km, at an altitude of up
to 30km.
 The system can simultaneously engage 36 targets.
 The S-400 Triumph (NATO reporting name: SA-21 Growler) is
an air defence missile system developed by Almaz Central
Design Bureau of Russia.

Which of the following are the features of
Resolution of Stressed Assets – Revised Framework?
1. It classifies stressed assets as special mention accounts (SMA)
under 3 categories.
2. All lenders must put in place Board-approved policies for
resolution of stressed assets.
3. It applies to stressed power, sugar and infrastructure firms.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) 1 & 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Why in news?
The Supreme Court on Tuesday quashed the Reserve Bank of
India's (RBI) 12 February, 2018 circular on bankruptcy
proceedings and declared it ultra vires.
• Ultra vires means when a body or an individual is acting
beyond its legal power or authority.
• Several companies, especially power firms, had sought the
intervention of the Supreme Court saying the time given by the
central bank was not enough to tackle the debt issue
• The Joint Lender’s Forum is a dedicated grouping of lender
banks that is formed to speed up decisions when an asset (loan)
of more Rs 100 crore or more turns out to be a stressed assets.

• The RBI had removed the Joint Lenders' Forum (JLF) as an
institutional mechanism for resolution of stressed accounts
• The banks were required to identify stress in loan accounts,
immediately on default, by classifying stressed assets as special
mention accounts (SMA) depending upon the period of
default.
• It classifies stressed assets as special mention accounts (SMA)
under 3 categories.
• All lenders must put in place Board-approved policies for
resolution of stressed assets.
• It applied to stressed power, sugar and infrastructure firms.

SMA Sub-categories Basis for classification – Principal or interest
wholly or partly overdue between
SMA-0
1-30 days
SMA-1
31-60 days
SMA-2
61-90 days

Consider the following statements Systematic Voters
Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP).
1. It is a programme of multi interventions through different
modes and media.
2. It educates citizens, electors and voters about fake news.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Why in the news?
Another portal called Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation
program, also known as SVEEP, is a program by the Election Commission of
India for voter education, voter awareness and voter literacy.
Some of the information it provides on its portal is:
 How to register to vote
 Voter registration status
 Register online to vote
 Link to online Form 6 for general voters. This form is also for 'first-time
voters' and 'voters who have shifted to another constituency'.
 Link to Form 6A for NRI voters
 Link to Form 7 for deletion or objection in electoral rolls
 Link to Form 8 for any change in name, photo, age, EPIC number, address,
date of birth, age etc.

‘Comprehensive Convention on International
Terrorism (CCIT)’ calls for
1. Universal definition of terrorism
2. Cross-border terrorism in south Asia
3. Banning of Masud Azhar
Select the correct option.
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) 1 & 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Why in the news?
• In the wake of growing threats and acts of terrorism across the
world, India and Bolivia have called for an early finalisation of
Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism .
It calls for

Universal definition of terrorism

Ban on all terror groups

Prosecution of all groups including cross border groups.

Amendment of domestic laws to make cross-border terror an
extraditable offence.

Solving the issue of Pakistan’s alleged support for crossborder terrorism.

Consider the following statements.
1. Dark matter is considered to consist about 50 per cent of
the matter in the universe.
2. Dark matter particles have been detected by the Large
Hadron Collider (LHC) by CERN .
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 & 2 both
d) None of these

Why in news?
Two new studies have confirmed a contentious claim made
in 2018 that some galaxies are completely devoid of dark
matter.
 Dark matter is a hypothetical form of matter that is
thought to account for approximately 85% of the matter
in the universe and about a quarter of its total energy
density.
 The majority of dark matter is thought to be nonbaryonic in nature, possibly being composed of some asyet undiscovered subatomic particles.

• The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) is the world’s largest and
most powerful particle accelerator.
• It first started up on 10 September 2008, and remains the latest
addition to CERN’s accelerator complex.
• The LHC consists of a 27-kilometre ring of superconducting
magnets with a number of accelerating structures to boost the
energy of the particles along the way.
• It has failed to detect dark matter. Both statements arte
incorrect.

Consider the following statements.
1. The International Space Station is the world’s only
permanent facility in space.
2. The ISS programme is a joint project between six
participating space agencies.
3. The International Space Station is in low Earth orbit.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) 1 & 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Why in the news?
 The debris created by the anti-satellite test carried out by
India last week had increased the risk to the International
Space Station, NASA administrator Jim Bridenstine said.
 The International Space Station, or ISS, is the world’s only
permanent facility in space, and is always manned by one or
more astronauts.
 The ISS serves as a platform to carry out a variety of
experiments in space, especially those that require zero
gravity, and also for testing new space systems and
technologies.

 The International Space Station (ISS) is a space station, or a
habitable artificial satellite, in low Earth orbit.
 Its first component was launched into orbit in 1998, with the
first long-term residents arriving in November 2000.
 The ISS programme is a joint project between five
participating space agencies: NASA (United States), Roscosmos
(Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe), and CSA (Canada).
Only statement 2 is incorrect.

Which of the following statements about GST
collections is incorrect?
a) Average GST collections have been consistently rising in past
few years.
b) The higher GST collection will reduce pressure on the centre
emanating from compensation paid to the states for any
revenue loss.
c) In the interim budget, the government slashed the CGST
revenue target by ₹6.43 trillion.
d) Projected growth in GST collections for 2019-20 is around 20%
over 2018-19.

Why in the news?
GST collection hits record high of ₹1.06 trillion in March.
 GST collection trends have not been consistent in the past
few years. Statement a is incorrect.
 Goods and Services Tax (GST) collection in March rose
15.6% from a year ago to hit ₹1.06 trillion, the highest
since the new indirect tax system took effect on 1 July
2017.

 Monthly GST collection has largely remained below the
average expected ₹1 trillion, barring April, October,
January, and March, largely because of several rate cuts
and procedural hurdles.
 In the interim budget, the government slashed the CGST
revenue target by ₹1 trillion to ₹6.43 trillion, excluding
states’ share of revenue.
 The projected growth in GST collections for 2019-20 is
around 20% over 2018-19.

Consider the following statements.
1. Core sector has consistently recorded a growth of low singledigit.
2. Core sector data has 40.27% weight in the Index of Industrial
Production
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 & 2 both
d) None of these

Why in the news?
Core sector growth accelerated in February to 2.11% from the
1.5% in January, snapping a three-month slowing trend,
according to official data released on Monday. Growth stood
at 4.74% for October 2018, 3.38% for November and 2.64%
for December.
 Core sector data having 40.27% weight in the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP)., statement 2 is correct.
 It recorded a high single-digit growth of 7.3% in July 2018,
 After that core sector has consistently recorded a growth of
low single-digit indicating weakness in the industrial
growth. Statement 1 is correct.

 The all India index of Industrial Production (IIP) is a
composite indicator that measures the short-term changes in
the volume of production of a basket of industrial products
during a given period with respect to that in a chosen base
period.
 It is compiled and published monthly by the Central Statistical
Organization (CSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation six weeks after the reference month ends.

a)
b)
c)
d)

Tiruchengode Sambha and Ayan Sambha are
GI vegetable varieties
Wheat varieties
Rice varieties
Temple deities

• Farmers sow Tiruchengode Sambha and Ayan
Sambha rice breeds in middle Cauvery basin.
• These varieties are native to the region.

Which of the following is not Critically Endangered
species found in India?
a) Pygmy Hog
b) Andaman White-toothed Shrew
c) Forest Owlet
Climate change
d) Lion-tailed macaque

Lion-tailed macaque
• It can be found in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala in the western ghat region.
• It is Endangered under IUCN red list

a)
b)
c)
d)

PRAGATI platform is related to
Governance
Finance
Infrastructure development
Shipping

 PM launched ambitious multi-purpose and multi-modal
platform PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance And Timely
Implementation).
 PRAGATI is a unique integrating and interactive platform.
 The platform is aimed at addressing common man’s
grievances, and simultaneously monitoring and reviewing
important programmes and projects of the Government of
India as well as projects flagged by State Governments.
 The PRAGATI platform uniquely bundles three latest
technologies: Digital data management, video-conferencing and
geo-spatial technology.

Consider the following statements.
1. India was granted the unique Major Defence Partner (MDP)
designation by USA.
2. India is the fourth Asian country after South Korea, Israel and
Japan to have been given Strategic Trade Authorisation-1 by
USA.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these.

Why in news?
The United States Department of State has approved the sale of 24
MH-60R multi-mission helicopters to India under its Foreign
Military Sales (FMS) program.
 India was granted the unique Major Defence Partner (MDP)
designation in 2016 by the Obama administration — a step
towards India accessing U.S. military technology at a level on a
par with those of the U.S.’s closest allies. Statement 1 is correct.

• India was then given Strategic Trade Authorisation-1 (STA-1)
status by the U.S. the third Asian country after South Korea
and Japan (and 37th country globally) to acquire it.
Statement 2 is incorrect.
• India also signed the Communications Compatibility and
Security Agreement (COMCASA) agreement with the U.S.,
providing a legal basis for the U.S. to transfer secure
communication equipment to India, increasing military
equipment interoperability and real time data sharing.

Consider

the

following

statements

about

COMCASA.
1. It is valid for a period 10 years.
2. COMCASA allows India to procure transfer specialised
equipment for encrypted communications for US origin
military platforms .
3. Currently, these platforms use commercially available military
systems.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) 1 & 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Why in the news?
U.S. State Department approves sale of 24 MH-60R copters worth
$2.6 bn to India.
India and the U.S. on September 6 signed the foundational or
enabling agreement COMCASA on the side-lines of the inaugural
2+2 dialogue
 COMCASA stands for Communications Compatibility and
Security Agreement and is one of the four foundational
agreements that the U.S. signs with allies and close partners to
facilitate interoperability between militaries and sale of high end
technology.
 COMCASA is an India-specific version of the Communication and
Information on Security Memorandum of Agreement (CISMOA).

 It comes into force immediately, and is valid for a period 10
years. Statement 1 is correct.
 COMCASA allows India to procure transfer specialised
equipment for encrypted communications for US origin
military platforms like the C-17, C-130 and P-8Is. Statement 2
is correct.
 Currently, these platforms use commercially available
communication systems. Only statement 3 is incorrect.

Which of the following can reduce PM 2.5 in air?
1. Bharat Stage 6/VI clean vehicle standards
2. Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
3. National Clean Air Programme
Select the correct option.
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) 1 & 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Why in the news?
Current exposure to outdoor and indoor air pollution contributed
to over 1.2 million deaths in India in 2017, according to a new
global study, State of Global Air 2019 (SOGA2019).
• PM is particulate matter, and 10 and 2.5 are diameter
measurements: 10 micrometers or less, and 2.5 micrometers or
less.
• Most of them are created when chemicals react in the
atmosphere, but others are "emitted directly from a source,
such as construction sites, unpaved roads, fields, smokestacks
or fires"

Particles narrower than 10 micrometres are the most hazardous
because they can "get deep into your lungs.
 India has initiated major steps to address pollution sources: the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana Household LPG program,
accelerated Bharat Stage 6/VI clean vehicle standards, and the
new National Clean Air Programme.
 Ujjwala yojna frees housewives from the dangerous smoke
emanating from burning wood etc. It provides them smoke free
LPG.

Consider the following statements.
1. Brunei is bordered by South China sea.
2. Brunei shares the island of Borneo with
Malaysia and Indonesia
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 & 2 both
d) None of these

the nations of

Why in news?
Brunei is in news for anti-gay laws.
 It is located on the north coast of the island of Borneo in
Southeast Asia. Apart from its coastline with the South China
Sea, the country is completely surrounded by the Malaysian
state of Sarawak.
 It is separated into two parts by the Sarawak district of
Limbang.
 Brunei is the only sovereign state completely on the island of
Borneo; the remainder of the island's territory is divided
between the nations of Malaysia and Indonesia. Both
statements are correct.

Turkey is bordered by
1. Georgia
2. Greece
3. Iran
4. Turkmenistan
5. Syria
Select the correct option.
a) 1, 2 & 3
b) 2, 3, 4, 5
c) 1, 2, 3, 5
d) 1,2,3,4,5

Why in the news?
Turkey featured in editorial.
 It is located mainly in Western Asia, with a smaller portion on
the Balkan Peninsula in Southeast Europe.
 Turkey is bordered by Greece and Bulgaria to its northwest;
 Georgia to its northeast;
 Armenia, the Azerbaijani exclave of Nakhchivan and Iran to
the east;
 Iraq and Syria to the south.
 Istanbul is the largest city, but Ankara is the capital.

a)
b)
c)
d)

Which of the following statements is incorrect?
Bolivia produces over 60% of the world’s lithium.
India is dependent on China, Taiwan and Japan for import.
Lithium is a prime component used to power electric vehicles
and cell phones.
Availability of lithium can have effect on FAME India policy.

Why in the news?
India and Bolivia have signed an agreement for the development
and industrial use of lithium, a prime component used to power
electric vehicles and cell phones.
 Bolivia holds over 60% of the world’s reserves for lithium but
has not started producing it commercially. Statement a is
incorrect.

 India imports all its lithium-ion batteries because India has no
domestic sources.
 India is dependent on China, Taiwan and Japan for import.
 FAME India policy (Faster Adoption and Manufacture of
(Hybrid and) Electric Vehicles) requires lithium ion batteries
for electric vehicles.

Abhedya recently in news is a
a)
b)
c)
d)

Misssile
Bullet-proof vehicle
Naval warfare
Training facility

Why in the news?
Abhedya is the Indian Navy's Nuclear, Biological and Chemical
Training Facility (NBCTF) has been recently inaugurated.
 It will provide realistic training to naval personnel in detection,
protection against and decontamination of nuclear, biological
and chemical agents.

A lower inflation rate as well as slower growth in the
economy can push RBI to
a) Repo rate cut
b) Repo rate increase
c) Bank rate increase
d) None of these

• Why in the news?
• The Monetary Policy Committee of the Reserve Bank of India is
currently having its first meeting for the fiscal year 2019-20 and the
monetary policy announcement will happen tomorrow.
• The expectation of a rate cut is based on a lower inflation rate as well
as slower growth in the economy.
• The consumer price index-based inflation has remained within the
RBI’s 4% target for over 6 months and is further expected to remain
within the target range at least for the next few months.
• In addition, subdued domestic economic growth could also prompt
the RBI to lower its interest rates.
• Cut in repo rate may release liquidity in the market and spur growth.

a)
b)
c)
d)

5/20 rule, recently in news is related to
Banking capital
Railways
Olympics
Airways
Climate change

Why in news?
Less than 15 aircraft of Jet Airways are currently operational,
forcing government to review the permission to fly abroad.
What is 5/20 rule?
• It requires airlines to have at least 20 aircraft and complete five
years of local operations to fly abroad.

Consider the following statement about ‘dual

class shares’.
1. These shares come up with differential voting rights.
2. Such structures enable outsiders to grab decision-making
powers in the company.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Why in news?
Mindtree issue brings dual class shares in the spotlight.
What are dual shares?
 A dual class stock is the issuing of various types of shares by a
single company. A dual class stock structure can consist of
Class A and Class B shares.
 Shares can differ, based on distinct voting rights and dividend
payments. Statement 1 is correct.
 Dual voting rights allow promoters to raise funds without
diluting control thus serving as a defence mechanism against
any hostile bid that would lead to a change in ownership.
Statement 2 is incorrect.

Recently Swachh Survekshan Survey was
conducted, in the context of its objectives of, Consider the
following statements
1. To ensure the sustainability of the initiatives taken towards
garbage-free cities only.
2. To foster a spirit of healthy competition among towns and
cities to improve their service delivery to citizens.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Objectives of the Swachh Survekshan Survey
• To encourage large-scale participation of citizens.
• To ensure the sustainability of the initiatives taken towards
garbage-free cities and open defecation cities.
• To foster a spirit of healthy competition among towns and
cities to improve their service delivery to citizens.

Consider the following stataements regarding Atal
Innovation Mision?
1. The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) was set up in 2016.
2. It seeks to create institutions and programs that enhance
innovation in IITs exclusively.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

• The Union Cabinet has approved continuation of the Atal
Innovation Mission. The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM)
was set up in 2016.
• It aims to promote a culture of innovation and
entrepreneurship. It seeks to create institutions and
programs that enhance innovation in schools, colleges, and
entrepreneurs in general.

Consider the following statements
1. Bandipur National Park is located in Karnataka.
2. Lantana is the prime native vegetation in the Bandipur
National Park.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

• Bandipur National Park is a national park located in the south Indian state
of Karnataka, which is the state with the highest tiger population in India.
It is one of the premier Tiger Reserves in the country along with the
adjoining Nagarhole national park.
• Together with the adjoining Nagarhole National Park, Mudumalai National
Park and Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary, it is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere
Reserve totaling 2,183 km2 (843 sq mi) making it the largest protected area
in southern India and largest habitat of wild elephants in south Asia.
• Lantana camara, one of the most invasive of plants found in the Bandipur
National Park, an estimated 60% is affected by Lantana, which hinders the
growth of native vegetation that herbivores such as deer and elephants feed
on. Further, its fruit is toxic to animals.

In the context of Golconda Fort sometimes seen in
the news, Consider the following statements
1. It is a citadel and fort in Southern India and was the capital
of the medieval sultanate of the Qutub Shahi dynasty.
2. Qutub Shahi rulers followed Indo-Islamic, which is a
culmination of Indian and Persian architectural styles.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

• Golkonda ("Round shaped hill"), or Gollakonda, (Shepherd's Hill) is
a citadel and fort in Southern India and was the capital of the
medieval sultanate of the Qutb Shahi dynasty (c.1512–1687).
• The Qutb Shahi rulers were great builders, whose structures included
the Char Minar, The Qutb Shahi architecture was Indo-Islamic, a
culmination of Indian and Persian architectural styles.
• Some examples of Qutub Shahi Indo-Islamic architecture are the
Golconda Fort, tombs of the QutbShahis, Char Minar and the Char
Kaman, Mecca Masjid, Khairtabad Mosque, Hayat Bakshi Mosque,
Taramati Baradari and the Toli Mosque

In the context of Grizzled Giant Squirrel sometimes seen in
the news, Consider the following statements
1. The species is endemic to the States of Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu and Sri Lanka..
2. International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) lists the
species as near threatened due to habitat loss and hunting.
3. Its presence is seen mainly trees which are largely distributed along
the riverine.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1 and 2
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 1 and 3
d) 1, 2 and 3

• Grizzled Giant Squirrel presence is noticed in the Srivilliputhur
Wildlife Sanctuary under the Theni forest division in Tamil Nadu,
Thiruvannamalai division, Anamala Tiger Reserve, Hosur forest
division and the Kaveri Wildlife Sanctuary. Elsewhere, Grizzled
giant squirrel, known by the scientific name Ratufamacroura, is
mainly confined to the Central and Uva provinces of Sri Lanka.
• Its presence is seen mainly on Arjun tree, Indian almond,
Palamaram( Alstoniascholaris ), Java plum tree, Pongame oil tree
and tamarind which are largely distributed along the riverine.
• The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) lists the
species as near threatened due to habitat loss and hunting.

Recently Seed Festival is organized with Millets being the
major highlight, With reference to this, Consider the following
statements
1. Millets are the group of highly variable small-seeded grasses, widely
grown around the world as cereal crops or grains for human food.
2. Millets are gluten-free.
3. Individuals suffering from celiac disease are advised not to consume
millets in their diets.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1and 2
b) 2 and 3
c) 1 and 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

• Millets are a group of highly variable small-seeded grasses, widely grown
around the world as cereal crops or grains for human food and as fodder.
There is evidence of the cultivation of millet in the Korean Peninsula dating
to the Middle Jeulmun Pottery Period (around 3,500–2,000BC).
• In India, millets have been mentioned in some of the oldest Yajurveda texts,
identifying foxtail millet (priyangava), Barnyard millet (aanava) and black
finger millet (shyaamaka), thus indicating that millet consumption was very
common, pre-dating to the Indian Bronze Age (4,500BC).
• Being gluten free, individuals suffering from celiac disease can easily
incorporate various millets in their diets. Millet ingestion helps in a slower
release of glucose over a longer period of time; thus, due to low glycaemic
index (GI), their habitual intake reduces the risk of diabetes mellitus.

‘B V R Mohan Reddy Committee’ was sometimes
seen in the news recently, is associated with which of the
following?
a) To study about Crypto currencies.
b) To suggest solution to curb Air Pollution in National Capital.
c) To seek qualitative responses from individuals on their
payment habits.
d) To come up with a medium and short-term perspective plan
for expansion in engineering education.

• With more than half the engineering seats falling vacant every
year, a government committee, headed by IIT-Hyderabad
chairman B V R Mohan Reddy, has advised the All India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE) to stop setting up
new colleges from 2020 and review the creation of new capacity
every two years after that.
• The panel, in a 41-page report, has also suggested that no
additional seats should be approved in traditional engineering
areas such as mechanical, electrical, civil and electronics and
that institutes should be encouraged to convert current capacity
in traditional disciplines to emerging new technologies.

Consider the following statements about GST
Revenue Sharing Proportion,
1. CGST collected by the Central Government as well as the
Union’s share of IGST collected will be devolved to the States
as per the provisions of Article 270.
2. The proceeds of IGST will be apportioned between the States
and the Centre, under the Article 239A.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

• The Centre levies and collects the Integrated Goods and
Services Tax (IGST) on all inter-State supply of goods and
services.
• The proceeds of IGST will be apportioned between the
States and the Centre, under the Article 269A, as
provided by Parliament by law on the recommendations
of the GST Council.
• The CGST collected by the Central Government as well
as the Union’s share of IGST collected will be devolved to
the States as per the provisions of Article 270.

Recently, NASA captured unprecedented images of
supersonic shockwaves, in the context of this, consider the following
statements
1. Shock wave is a type of propagating disturbance that moves faster
than the speed of sound in the medium.
2. It is characterized by an abrupt, nearly discontinuous, change in
pressure, temperature, and density of the medium.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)Only 1
b)Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d)Neither 1 nor 2

• NASA has captured unprecedented photos of the interaction of
shockwaves from two supersonic aircraft, part of its research
into developing planes that can fly faster than sound without
thunderous "sonic booms".
• Shock wave is a type of propagating disturbance that moves
faster than the local speed of sound in the medium. Like an
ordinary wave, a shock wave carries energy and can propagate
through a medium but is characterized by an abrupt, nearly
discontinuous, change in pressure, temperature, and density of
the medium.

Recently, India Cooling Action Plan is launched, in the
context of this, consider the following statements
1. It seeks to provide an integrated approach towards cooling and
related areas including reduction in the cooling demand, in order to
reduce emissions.
2. It seeks to reduce cooling demand and refrigerant demand across
sectors by 20% to 25% by 2037-38.
3. Chlorinated refrigerants contribute to the depletion of stratospheric
ozone which is being phased out by Montreal Protocol
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1 and 2
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 1 and 3
d) 1,2 and 3

•

Union Environment Minister Harsh Vardhan released the India Cooling Action Plan
(ICAP) that seeks to provide an integrated approach towards cooling and related
areas including reduction in the cooling demand, in order to reduce emissions.

•

Reduction of cooling demand across sectors by 20-25 per cent and refrigerant demand
by 25-30 per cent by 2037-38 are the goals of the ICAP.

•

Curtailing the cooling energy requirements by 25-40 per cent by 2037-38 is also a part
of the ICAP goals besides training and certification of 100,000 serving sector
technicians by 2022-23.

•

Chlorinated refrigerants (chlorofluorocarbons – CFCs, and to a lesser extent,
hydrochlorofluorocarbons - HCFCs) contribute to the depletion of stratospheric ozone
if released into the atmosphere due to equipment leaks or if refrigerants are not
properly recovered when disposal of the equipment takes place, which are being
phased by Montreal Protocol.

What is “Chakra 2”?
a) An aircraft
b) A supercomputer
c) A submarine
d) A naval frigate

• India has signed a $ 3.3 billion deal with Russia to take third
Akula-class nuclear-powered submarine on lease for 10 years.
The submarine is expected to join the Indian Navy by 2025.It
will be fitted with Indian systems to validate them for the
indigenous submarines.
• The submarine will be called Chakra-3 and will replace
Chakra-2, whose 10 years lease is set to expire by 2022.

Consider the following statements regarding
‘smart bomb’
1. It is a guided bomb intended to precisely hit a specific target.
2. It maximizes collateral damage.
3. SPICE stands for Smart, Precise Impact, Cost Effective.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1 and 2
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 1 and 3
d) 1, 2 and 3

• A precision-guided munition (PGM, smart weapon, smart
munition, smart bomb) is a guided munition intended to
precisely hit a specific target, to minimize collateral damage and
increase lethality against intended targets.
• SPICE stands for Smart, Precise Impact, Cost Effective. The
bomb comes from a family of standoff air-to-ground weapon
systems. It is basically an electro-optical/GPS guidance kit to
convert air dropped unguided bombs into precision guided
‘Smart’ bombs.

Urban Local Bodies, recently in news in Swachh Survekshan
Report, 2019, With reference to this, consider the following statements
1. The system of urban government was constitutionalised through the 73th
Constitutional Amendment Act of 1992.
2. Under the provincial autonomy scheme introduced by the Government of
India Act of 1935, local self-government was declared a provincial subject.
3. Only Municipal Council and Municipal Corporations are part of Urban
Local Bodies.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Only 1 and 3
d) Only 2 and 3

URBAN LOCAL BODIES

• The system of urban government was constitutionalised through the
74th Constitutional Amendment Act of 1992.
• There are eight types of urban local governments in India—
municipal corporation, municipality, notified area committee, town
area
committee,
cantonment board, township, port trust and special purpose agency.
The institutions of urban local government originated and
developed in modern India during the period of British rule
• Under the provincial autonomy scheme introduced by the
Government of India Act of 1935, local self-government was
declared a provincial subject

As Lok Sabha Elections date being announced, Model Code of
Conduct has been established, With reference to this, Consider the following
statements,
1. It is a set of guidelines issued by the Election Commission to regulate
political parties and candidates prior to elections, to ensure free and fair
elections.
2. This is in keeping with Article 324 of the Constitution, which gives the
Election Commission the power to supervise elections to the Parliament
and state legislatures.
3. Criticism of other political parties/ leaders, when made, shall be confined
to their policies and programme, past record and personal life.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1 and 2
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 1 and 3
d) 1,2 and 3

• The MCC is a set of guidelines issued by the Election Commission to
regulate political parties and candidates prior to elections, to ensure free
and fair elections.
• This is in keeping with Article 324 of the Constitution, which gives the
Election Commission the power to supervise elections to the Parliament and
state legislatures. The MCC is operational from the date that the election
schedule is announced till the date that results are announced.
• The Model Code of Conduct was agreed to by all the political parties in
1968. The Election Commission first effectively put to use the Model Code
of Conduct in the year 1991 to ensure fair elections and a level playing field.
• Criticism of other political parties/ leaders, when made, shall be confined to
their policies and programme, past record excluding the personal life of
somebody.

With reference to Elections in India, Consider the
followings statements
1. The Returning Officer of a Parliamentary or assembly
constituency is responsible for the conduct of elections in the
Parliamentary or assembly constituency concerned.
2. Elections to the Lok Sabha are carried out using a first-pastthe-post electoral system.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

• The Returning Officer of a Parliamentary or assembly constituency
is responsible for the conduct of elections in the Parliamentary or
assembly constituency concerned. The Election Commission of India
nominates or designates an officer of the Government or a local
authority as the Returning Officer for each of the assembly and
parliamentary constituencies in consultation with the State
Government / Union Territory Administration.
• Elections to the Lok Sabha are carried out using a first-past-the-post
electoral system. The country is split up into separate geographical
areas, known as constituencies, and the electors can cast one vote
each for a candidate, the winner being the candidate who gets the
maximum votes.

With reference to Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of
India, consider the following statements
1. It is a unique regulator which regulates a profession as well as
transactions.
2. It writes and enforces rules for transactions, namely, corporate
insolvency resolution, corporate liquidation, individual insolvency
resolution and individual bankruptcy under the Code.
Which of the following statements given above is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

• Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India was set up on 1st October
2016 under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code,2016 (Code). It is a
unique regulator: regulates a profession as well as transactions. It has
regulatory oversight over the Insolvency Professionals, Insolvency
Professional Agencies and Information Utilities,
• It writes and enforces rules for transactions, namely, corporate
insolvency resolution, corporate liquidation, individual insolvency
resolution and individual bankruptcy under the Code.
• It is a key pillar of the ecosystem responsible for implementation of
the Code that consolidates and amends the laws relating to
reorganization and insolvency resolution of corporate persons,
partnership firms and individuals.
• This is done in a time bound manner for maximization of the value of
assets of such persons, to promote entrepreneurship, availability of
credit and balance the interests of all the stakeholders

Consider the followings statements about Orang
National Park sometimes seen in the news
1. Orang National Park is located on then banks of the
Brahmaputra River of Assam.
2. It is home to Pygmy Hog, a critically endangered species as per
IUCN listing, which are only found in Indian Subcontinent.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

• The Orang National Park located in the Darrang and Sonitpur
districts of the state of Assam. The park is situated on the north bank
of the Brahmaputra River, Assam. The Orang National Park is also
known as Mini Kaziranga National Park and Rajiv Gandhi National
Park.
• The pygmy hog, a small wild pig, is critically endangered, as per
IUCN listing, and, confined to a very few locations in and around
north-western Assam, including the Orang National Park where it
has been introduced.
• The pygmy hog is a critically endangered previously spread across
Bhutan, India and Nepal, but now only found in India (Assam)

Addis Ababa recent in news, is located in which of
the following countries?
a) Kenya
b) Ethopia
c) South Sudan
d) Somalia

 Addis Ababa is the capital of Ethiopia.

National Legal Services Authority , is sometimes seen in the
news, In context of this, Consider the followings statements
1. The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) has been constituted
under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 to provide free Legal
Services to the weaker sections of the society and to organize Lok
Adalats for amicable settlement of disputes.
2. Article 39A of the Constitution of India provides that State shall secure
that the operation of the legal system promotes justice on a basis of
equal opportunity, and shall in particular, provide free legal aid.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

• The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) has been
constituted under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 to
provide free Legal Services to the weaker sections of the society
and to organize Lok Adalats for amicable settlement of
disputes.
• In every State, State Legal Services Authority has been
constituted to give effect to the policies and directions of the
NALSA and to give free legal services to the people and conduct
Lok Adalats in the State. The State Legal Services Authority is
headed by Hon’ble the Chief Justice of the respective High
Court who is the Patron-in-Chief of the State Legal Services
Authority.
• In every District, District Legal Services Authority has been
constituted to implement Legal Services Programmes in the

District. The District Legal Services Authority is situated in the
District Courts Complex in every District and chaired by the
District Judge of the respective district.
• Article 39A of the Constitution of India provides that State shall
secure that the operation of the legal system promotes justice on
a basis of equal opportunity, and shall in particular, provide
free legal aid, by suitable legislation or schemes or in any other
way, to ensure that opportunities for securing justice are not
denied to any citizen by reason of economic or other disability.
• Legal aid strives to ensure that constitutional pledge is fulfilled
in its letter and spirit and equal justice is made available to the
poor, downtrodden and weaker sections of the society.

