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Q1. India has recently became largest rice producing country in the world after China. Consider the 
following statements with reference to it: 
1. Rice contributes more than 40 per cent of the country's total food grain production. 
2. Uttar Pradesh is the largest rice producing state in India. 
The correct statement(s) is/are: 
(a) Only 1 
(b) Only 2 
(c) 1 and 2 both 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer (A) 
Explanation: 
Only the first statement is correct with respect to rice cultivation in India. The second statement is 
not correct as West Bengal and NOT Uttar Pradesh is the largest rice producing state in India. Thus, 
A is the correct answer.  
 
Q2. Recently there was news related to rat-hole coal mining in Meghalaya- a north-eastern state of 
India. Which of the following coal-fields in the North-eastern region belongs to Meghalaya? 
1. Borjan 
2. Jayanti Hills 
3. Tiru Valley 
Choose the correct answer using the options given below: 
(a) Only 1 and 2 
(b) Only 2 
(c) Only 2 and 3 
(d) All of the above 
 
Answer (B) 
Explanation: 
Jayanti Hilss is a major coal block located in the north- eastern state of India. Borjan and Tiru Valley 
are coal field located in Nagaland.  
 
Q3. Illegal coal mining activities in north-north-eastern states have severe environmental impacts. 
Which of the following states are known to produce or processes the coal reserves? 
1. Assam 
2. Sikkim 
3. Arunachal Pradesh 
4. Mizoram 
5. Tripura 
Choose the correct answer using the options given below: 
(a) Only 1 and 3 
(b) Only 3 and 5 
(c) Only 1, 2 and 3 
(d) All of the above 
 
Answer (C) 
Explanation: 
As per Geological Survey of India (GSI) Coal Inventory, coal resources are found in the North Eastern 
region in following states : 

• Assam 

• Sikkim 
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• Arunachal Pradesh 

• Nagaland, and  

• Meghalaya 
The coal is not found in Mizoram, Tripura and Manipur. Thus, C is the correct answer. 
 
Q4. Due to climate change, the distribution pattern of rainfall amount in India has got affected 
severely. With reference to year 2017-18, which of the following state received least amount rainfall 
among the given states? 
(a) Gujarat 
(b) Himachal Pradesh 
(c) Haryana 
(d) Jammu and Kashmir 
 
Answer (C) 
Explanation: 
As per the data from Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), Haryana received the least rainfall 
among all states in India.  Here's the list of 8 states which received the lowest annual average rainfall 
in India: 

• Haryana: 617 mm 

• Punjab: 649 mm 

• Tamil Nadu: 998 mm 

• Jammu and Kashmir: 1,001 mm 

• Rajasthan: 1,048 mm 

• Himachal Pradesh: 1,251 mm 

• Orissa: 1,489 mm 

• Gujarat: 1,685 mm 
 
Q5. According to a survey conducted by the Ministry of Earth sciences, India lost one-third of its 
coastline due to soil erosion. Consider the following statements with reference to it: 
1. Gujarat recorded the highest erosion causing lost of substantial portion of its land in the past 26 

years. 
2. The erosion was more on the eastern coast beside the Bay of Bengal rather than on the Western 

coast beside the calmer Arabian Sea. 
The correct statement is/are: 
(a) Only 1 
(b) Only 2 
(c) 1 and 2 both 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer (B) 
Explanation: 
Only the second statement is correct as per the survey report. It is West Bengal that recorded the 
highest erosion losing 99 sq. km of land in the past 26 years. The second statement is correct however. 
Thus, B is the correct answer. 
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Q6. Soil accretion, as against the land erosion, results in an increase in the land area. Which of the 
following is/are among the impacts of soil accretion? 
1. It has severely adverse ecological impacts on breeding grounds of several aquatic flora and fauna. 
2. Soil accretion rate is greater in eastern coast as against the western coast of India. 
The correct statement(s) is/are: 
(a) Only 1 
(b) Only 2 
(c) 1 and 2 both 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer (C) 
Explanation: 
Both statements are correct with respect to Soil accretion. Land accretion mostly happens in deltas, 
estuaries and creeks, the soil will block the inflow of seawater into these areas which are breeding 
ground for several species of aquatic flora and fauna. The second statement is also correct. Soil 
accretion rate is greater in eastern coast as against the western coast of India. thus, C is the correct 
answer. 
 
Q7. Google recently celebrated the world's first modern-atlas, placing it as its doodle over its home 
search engine page. The first such modern map was popularly called as: 
(a) Theatre of the World 
(b) Picture of the world 
(c) World summary 
(d) World at wall 
 
Answer (A) 
Explanation: 
Google Doodle recently celebrated the anniversary of the world’s first modern-day atlas, called 
Theatrum Orbis Terrarum meaning Theatre of the World, was published on May 20, 1570. Thus, 
A is the correct answer.  
 
Q8. Recently a country on its 50th birthday changed its name to Kingdom of eSwatin. The country s 
located on which of the continent? 
(a) South America 
(b) Europe 
(c) Asia 
(d) Africa 
 
Answer (D) 
Explanation: 
Often confused as Switzerland, Swaziland -- the last monarchy in southern Africa -- changed its name 
on its 50th birthday. Now, the country will be known as the Kingdom of eSwatini. Thus, D is the 
correct answer. 
 
Q9. Hurricane Irma wiped several Caribbean islands off the map. Irma originated in: 
(a) Pacific Ocean 
(b) Atlantic Ocean 
(c) Gulf of Mexico 
(d) Sargasso Sea 
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Answer (B) 
Explanation: 
The hurricane Irma took place in Atlantic and moved westwards towards the Caribbean islands. Thus, 
B is the correct answer. 
 
Q10. Arunachal Pradesh remains a major irritant in border-dispute between India and China. Consider 
the following statements with reference to the state: 
1. Arunachal has the highest number of regional languages in the Indian subcontinent. 
2. Arunachal Pradesh is the largest state in the Northeast, among the seven sisters. 
3. A special permit, the Inner Line Permits (ILP), is required to enter Arunachal Pradesh for all 

domestic tourists. 
The correct statement(s) is/are: 
(a) Only 1 and 2 
(b) Only 1 and 3 
(c) Only 2 and 3 
(d) All of the above 
 
Answer (D) 
Explanation: 
All of the above are correct with respect to Arunachal Pradesh which has significant strategic interests 
for India.  Thus, D is the correct answer.  
 
 


