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Q1. Consider the following statements  
1. The Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme (CLSS) is a component under the PMAY-Urban. 
2. The Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme is being implemented by Housing Urban Development Corp only. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: (A) 
Explanation: 
 The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana is an initiative that was introduced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

in the year 2015. Through this scheme, the Government of India aims to provide affordable housing to 
the urban poor population in India by 2022.  

 Under the tagline “Housing for all”, this scheme focuses on slum rehabilitation, Credit Linked Subsidy 
Scheme (CLSS), making housing affordable for all, and offer a subsidy for survey-led independent 
house construction or renovation. 

 Among the four focus areas mentioned above, CLSS is the only scheme that will be implemented as a 
central sector scheme.  

 The remaining schemes will be implemented as sponsored schemes. Through the Credit Linked Subsidy 
Scheme, the Government of India aims at increasing the credit flow in institutions to meet the housing 
needs of the urban poor population in our country. 

 Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme will be implemented by two central nodal agencies in India, namely 
Housing Urban Development Corp and National Housing Bank, Hence Statement 2 is incorrect. 

Q2. In India, in the overall Index of Industrial Production, the Indices of Eight Core Industries have a 
combined weight of 40.27%. Which of the following are among those Eight Core Industries?  
1. Cement 
2. Fertilizers 
3. Natural gas 
4. Refinery products 
5. Textiles 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 and 5 only 
b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Solution :(C) 
Explanation: 
The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is an index which shows the growth rates in different industry 
groups of the economy in a stipulated period of time. The IIP index is computed and published by the 
Central Statistical Organisation (CSO) on a monthly basis. IIP is a composite indicator that measures the 
growth rate of industry groups classified under, 
1. Broad sectors, namely, Mining, Manufacturing and Electricity  
2. Use-based sectors, namely Basic Goods, Capital Goods and Intermediate Goods. 
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Q3. Consider the following statements  
1. SWAYAM is a programme initiated by Government of India and designed to achieve the three cardinal 

principles of Education Policy. 
2. It is indigenously developed by Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) and All India 

Council for Technical Education (AICTE) with the help of Microsoft and Wipro. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution :(A) 
Explanation:  
 SWAYAM (Study Webs of Active–Learning for Young Aspiring Minds) is a programme initiated by 

Government of India and designed to achieve the three cardinal principles of Education Policy viz., 
access, equity and quality.  

 The objective of this effort is to take the best teaching learning resources to all, including the most 
disadvantaged. SWAYAM seeks to bridge the digital divide for students who have hitherto remained 
untouched by the digital revolution and have not been able to join the mainstream of the knowledge 
economy. 

 SWAYAM platform is indigenously developed by Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) 
and All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) with the help of Microsoft and would be 
ultimately capable of hosting 2000 courses and 80000 hours of learning: covering school, under-
graduate, post-graduate, engineering, law and other professional courses, Hence Statement 2 is 
incorrect. 

 
Q4. In the context of Objectives of Ek Bharat Ek Shreshta, Consider the following  
1. To celebrate the Unity in Diversity of our Nation and to maintain and strengthen the fabric of 

traditionally existing emotional bonds between the people of our Country. 
2. To promote the spirit of national integration through a deep and structured engagement between all 

Indian States and Union Territories through a 5 year-long planned engagement between States. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer A 
Explanation:  
Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat  

 “Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat” was announced by Hon’ble Prime Minister on 31st October, 2015 on the 
occasion of the 140th birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Subsequently, the Finance Minister 
announced the initiative in his Budget Speech for 2016-17. Through this innovative measure, the 
knowledge of the culture, traditions and practices of different States & UTs will lead to an enhanced 
understanding and bonding between the States, thereby strengthening the unity and integrity of India. 

Objectives of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat 

The broad objectives of the initiative are as follows: - 

 To CELEBRATE the Unity in Diversity of our Nation and to maintain and strengthen the fabric of 
traditionally existing emotional bonds between the people of our Country; Only Statement 1 is correct 

 PROMOTE the spirit of national integration through a deep and structured engagement between all 
Indian States and Union Territories through a year-long planned engagement between States; 

 To SHOWCASE the rich heritage and culture, customs and traditions of either State for enabling people 
to understand and appreciate the diversity that is India, thus fostering a sense of common identity; 

 TO ESTABLISH long-term engagements and 
 TO CREATE an environment which promotes learning between States by sharing best practices and 

experiences? 

Q5.  In the context of SFURTI Scheme, Consider the following statements  
1. SFURTI is Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries. 
2. Its objective is to organize the traditional industries and artisans into clusters to make them competitive 

and provide support for their long-term sustainability and economy of scale. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution:(C) 
Explanation:  
SFURTI is Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries. Ministry of Micro Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSME), Govt. of India has launched this scheme in the year 2005 with the view to 
promote Cluster development. As per the revised guidelines, the following schemes are being merged into 
SFURTI:  

 The Scheme for r Enhancing Productivity and Competitiveness of Khadi Industry and Artisans 
 The Scheme for Product Development, Design Intervention and Packaging (PRODIP) 
 The Scheme for Rural Industries Service Center (RISC) and  
 Other small interventions like Ready Warp Units, Ready to Wear Mission, etc 



 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                                                       https://www.jatinverma.org 

Objectives of Scheme 
 To organize the traditional industries and artisans into clusters to make them competitive and provide 

support for their long-term sustainability and economy of scale; 
 To provide sustained employment for traditional industry artisans and rural entrepreneurs; 
 To enhance marketability of products of such clusters by providing support for new products, design 

intervention and improved packaging and also the improvement of marketing infrastructure; 
 To equip traditional artisans of the associated clusters with the improved skills and capabilities through 

training and exposure visits; 
 To make provision for common facilities and improved tools and equipment for artisans to promote 

optimum utilization of infrastructure facilities; 

Q6. Consider the followings statements  
1. India is among the first five countries in the world, the first in Asia and the first among the biodiversity-

rich mega diverse countries to have submitted Sixth National Report (NR6) to the CBD Secretariat. 
2. The submission of the national report is a non-mandatory obligation on parties to international treaties, 

including CBD. 
Which of the following statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 1 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution:(A) 
Explanation:  

 India on December 29, 2018 submitted its Sixth National Report (NR6) to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD). The report was submitted online to the CBD Secretariat by Union Environment 
Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan. 

 India is among the first five countries in the world, the first in Asia and the first among the biodiversity-
rich megadiverse countries to have submitted NR6 to the CBD Secretariat. 

 The submission of the national report is a mandatory obligation on parties to international treaties, 
including CBD, Hence Statement 2 is incorrect. The parties were required to submit their NR6 by 
December 31, 2018. 

 The NR6 provides an update on the progress in the achievement of 12 National Biodiversity Targets 
(NBT) developed under the convention process, in line with the 20 global Aichi biodiversity targets. 

Q7. In the context of recent elections in Bangladesh, Consider the following statements  
1. Bangladesh has a unicameral legislature. 
2. The legislature is referred to as Jatiyo Shangsad in Bengali. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution:(C) 
Explanation: 
 Bangladesh has a unicameral legislature. The legislature is referred to as Jatiyo Shangsad in Bengali and 

House of the Nation in English, Both Statement are correct. It is a 350 member’s house of which 300 
Members from 300 territorial constituencies are directly elected on the basis of adult Franchise and the 
remaining 50 seats are reserved for women who are elected on the basis of proportional representation in 
the Parliament through Single Transferable Vote based on the vote share in elections. 
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 The ruling coalition led by Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of Awami League has registered a 

landslide victory in Parliamentary elections. 
 
Q8. “Khushi Scheme and Ujjwala Sanitary Napkins” seen sometimes in the news, is associated which of the 
following states? 
a) Maharasthra 
b) West Bengal 
c) Haryana 
d) Odisha 
 
Solution:(D) 
Explanation:  
 The oil marketing companies have launched Ujjwala Sanitary Napkin Initiative, as part of their 

corporate social responsibility (CSR) in Odisha. 
 According to the data from the National Family Health Survey-4, overall use of sanitary napkins in 

Odisha is 33.5 per cent and only 42.8 per cent of rural women between the age of 15 and 24 years use 
proper hygienic methods of protection during menstruation. 

 Khushi scheme of Odisha aims to provide good menstrual hygiene care to women of the state. The 
initiative aims to promote health and hygiene among school going adolescent girls leading to higher 
retention in school and greater empowerment of women. 

 
Q9. Consider the following statements  
1. The Fiscal Stability Report reflects the collective assessment of the Sub-Committee of the Financial 

Stability and Development Council (FSDC). 
2. It is released jointly by Reserve Bank of India and Ministry of Finance. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution:(A) 
Explanation: 
The bi-annual Fiscal Stability Report discussing issues relating to the development and regulation of the 
financial sector has been released by the RBI, Only Statement 2 is incorrect. The Fiscal Stability Report 
reflects the collective assessment of the Sub-Committee of the Financial Stability and Development Council 
(FSDC) on risks to financial stability, as also the resilience of the financial system. Besides, the Report 
discusses issues relating to development and regulation of the financial sector. 
 
Q10. In the context of Kuiper Belt, Consider the following statements  
1. It is a region of the solar system beyond the planets, extending from the orbit of Pluto. 
2. It consists mainly small bodies or remnants from the solar system’s formation. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (B) 
Explanation:  
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Kuiper belt is a region of the solar system beyond the planets, extending from the orbit of Neptune, Only 
Statement 1 is incorrect. It consists mainly small bodies or remnants from the solar system’s formation. It 
is similar to the asteroid belt, although it is far larger — 20 times as wide and 200 times as massive. The 
Kuiper belt objects (KBO) are composed largely of frozen volatiles (termed ‘ices’), such as methane, 
ammonia and water.Kuiper belt is home to at least three dwarf planets — Pluto, Haumea and Make. Pluto, 
discovered in 1930, is considered its largest member. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


