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Q1.With reference to National Commission for Indian Systems of Medicine (NCIM) Bill, 2018, Consider 
the following statements  
1. The bill provides for the constitution of a National Commission with four autonomous boards. 
2. The Board of Unani, Siddha and Sowarigpa will be responsible for overseeing the overall education of 

Unani, Siddha and Sowarigpa. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (D) 
Explanation : 
The Cabinet approved the draft National Commission for Indian Systems of Medicine (NCIM) Bill, 2018, 
which seeks to replace the existing regulator Central Council for Indian Medicine (CCIM) with a new body 
to ensure transparency. 

Salient features: 

 The draft bill provides for the constitution of a National Commission with four autonomous boards 
entrusted with conducting overall education of Ayurveda, under Board of Ayurveda and Unani, Siddha 
& Sowarigpa.  

 There are two common Boards namely, Board of assessment and rating to assess and grant permission to 
educational institutions of Indian systems of Medicine and Board of ethics and registration of 
practitioners of Indian systems of medicine to maintain National Register and ethical issues relating to 
practice under the National Commission for Indian Medicine, Both statements are not incorrect. 

 It also proposes a common entrance exam and an exit exam, which all graduates will have to clear to get 
practising licenses. Further, a teacher's eligibility test has been proposed in the Bill to assess the standard 
of teachers before appointment and promotions. 

 The draft bill is aimed at bringing reforms in the medical education of Indian medicine sector in lines 
with the National Medical Commission proposed for setting up for Allopathy system of medicine. 

 The proposed regulatory structure will enable transparency and accountability for protecting the interest 
of the general public.  

 The NCIM will promote the availability of affordable healthcare services in all parts of the country. 
 

Q2. In the context of features of Gaganyaan Mission, consider the following statements  
1. It aims to carry three human beings for a maximum period of seven days in space with the support of 

ISRO. 
2. India will launch two unmanned missions before the final mission. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (C ) 
Explanation  
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 Gaganyaan is an Indian crewed orbital spacecraft that is intended to send 3 astronauts to 
space for a minimum of seven days by 2022, as part of the Indian Human Spaceflight Programme. 

 The spacecraft, which is being developed by the Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro), consists of a 
service module and a crew module, collectively known as the Orbital Module. 

 It will be for the first time that India will launch its manned mission to space, making the country fourth 
in line to have sent a human to space. 

 Isro's Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle GSLV Mk III, the three-stage heavy-lift launch vehicle, 
will be used to launch Gaganyaan as it has the necessary payload capability. 

 GSLV Mk III is designed to carry 4 ton class of satellites into Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO) or 
about 10 tons to Low Earth Orbit (LEO). The powerful cryogenic stage of GSLV Mk III enables it to 
place heavy payloads into LEO's of 600 km altitude. 

 The launcher uses two S200 solid rocket boosters to provide the huge amount of thrust required for lift 
off. 

 
 

 
 

Q3.Which one of the following pairs of islands is separated from each other by the ‘Ten Degree Channel’? 
a) Andaman and Nicobar 
b) Nicobar and Sumatra 
c) Maldives and Lakshadweep 
d) Sumatra and Java 

Solution (A) 

Explanation  
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Q4.In the context of India’s commitment to the Paris Agreement, Consider the following statements 
1. Reducing greenhouse gas emission intensity of India’s GDP by 33-35 per cent below 2005 levels by 

2030. 
2. 40 per cent of India’s power capacity would be based on non-fossil fuel sources. 

 
Which of the following statements is/are correct? 
 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (C ) 
 
Explanation  
 

 India, the world’s fourth-largest carbon emitter with its population of 1.3 billion people,ratified the 
Paris agreement on climate change on Sunday to become the 62nd nation to join the deal. 

 The ambitious Paris agreement, signed in December 2015, requires the member countries to make 
binding commitments to curb carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions to keep global average temperatures 
from rising above 1.5°C as compared to the pre-industrial years. 

 India is responsible for 6% of the global CO2 emissions following China, which accounts for 28%, 
the United States for 16% and the European Union 10%. In terms of per capita CO2 emissions, 10 
other countries are ahead of India. 

 As part of the initial commitments to the agreement, India also plans to reduce its carbon emission 
intensity - emission per unit of GDP - by 33-35% from 2005 levels over 15 years. It aims at 
producing 40% of its installed electricity capacity by 2030 from non-fossil fuels.Hence Both 
statements are correct. 

 This would mean India will have to shift significantly from coal-based power generation to 
renewable energy sources. It will have to produce 100 gigawatts from solar, 60 gigawatts from wind, 
10 gigawatts from biomass and 5 gigawatts from small hydropower by 2022. 

 
 
Q5. “Biennial Update Report (BUR)” sometimes seen in the news recently, is associated with which of the 
following? 
a) Katowice Rulebook. 
b) Paris Agreement. 
c) UNFCCC 
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d) UNDP 
 

Solution (C ) 
Explanation : 
 
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved Submission of India's 
second Biennial Update Report (BUR) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
towards the fulfilment of the reporting obligation under the Convention. 
 

Salient Features: 

i. The scope of BUR is to provide an update to India's first BUR to UNFCCC.   The BUR contains five 
major components — National Circumstances; National Greenhouse Gas Inventory; Mitigation 
Actions; Finance, Technology and Capacity Building Needs and Support Received and Domestic 
Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) arrangements. 

ii. BUR has been prepared based on a range of studies conducted at the national level. 
 
Q6. Consider the following statements about Sri Satguru Ram Singhji 
1. He spearheaded the Namdhari sect to free the country. 
2. He started Kuka Movement to free the country a month before the Mutiny of 1857 
Which of the following statements is/are correct? 
1. Only 1  
2. Only 2 
3. Both 1 and 2 
4. Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (C) 
Explanation  

 The birth (Prakash) of Satguru Ram Singhji took place in 1816 in village Raiyan in the district of 
Ludhiana in Punjab. He spearheaded the Namdhari sect to free the country. He started Kuka Movement 
to free the country a month before the Mutiny of 1857. Satguru Ram Sigh Ji advocated a boycott of the 
British merchandise and services., Both Statements are correct. 

 The Satguru was a great social reformer and preached against killing the girl child in infancy and stood 
firmly against the Sati Pratha and urged people to remarry the widow to maintain her status in the 
society.  

 He started a new mass marriage system wherein the marriages were performed by spending a rupee and 
twenty-five paise only. The dowry was totally banned in any shape. Satguru Ram Singh inculcated the 
religious awareness among the people because it evokes the feeling of self-respect and sacrifices for the 
sake of the country. 

 
Q7.The government had appointed an expert committee headed by Whom to look into the entire agriculture 
ecosystem in the country to suggest ways and means to reform it so that farmers’ income can be doubled by 
2022. 
1. Ashok Dalwai 
2. J.S Mehta 
3. C.Rangarajan 
4. Ashok Gulati 
 
Solution (A) 
Explanation:  
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 Committee on Doubling Farmers Income (DFI) The government had appointed an expert 
committee headed by Ashok Dalwai in 2016 to look into the entire agriculture ecosystem in the 

country to suggest ways and means to reform it so that farmers’ income can be doubled by 2022. 

 The committee headed by Ashok Dalwai has come out with 14 voluminous reports that deal with all 
aspects of agriculture including agri inputs, risk management, post-harvesting and agri-logistics. 

 
Q7.In the context of National Biodiversity Target of India, Consider the followings statements  
1. By 2022, values of biodiversity will be integrated into national and state planning processes, 

development programmes and poverty alleviation strategies. 
2. By 2020, measures would be adopted for sustainable management of agriculture, forestry and fisheries. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (B) 
 
 
Q8.Recently International Rice Research Institute South Asia Regional Centre (IRRI SARC) was 
inaugurated in Varanasi, With reference to this, Consider the followings statements  
1. It will serve as a hub for rice research and training in South Asia and SAARC region. 
2.  It is the sixth campus of IRRI SARC. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (C) 
Explanation  
This Center will be the first international Center in eastern India and it will play a major role in harnessing 
and sustaining rice production in the region. It is expected to be a boon for food production and skill 
development in eastern India and similar ecologies in other South Asian and African countries. It is the sixth 
campus of IRRI SARC. 
 
Benefits from ISARC 
 The Centre will help in utilizing the rich biodiversity of India to develop special rice varieties. This will 
help India to achieve higher per hectare yields and improved nutritional contents. India's food and nutritional 
security issues will also be addressed. The Centre will support in adopting value chain based production 
system in the country. This will reduce wastage, add value and generate higher income for the farmers. The 
farmers in Eastern India will benefit in particular, besides those in South Asian and African countries. 
 
Q9With reference to Tholu Bommalata, Consider the followings statements  
1. It is the shadow puppet theatre tradition of the state of Andhra Pradesh. 
2. It recreates the stories from Ramayana and Mahabharata  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
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b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (C) 
Explanation  
Tholu Bommalata: 

 Tholu Bommalata is the shadow puppet theatre tradition of the state of Andhra Pradesh. Tholu 
Bommalata literally means “the dance of leather puppets”. 

 The puppeteers make up some of the various entertainers who perform all night and usually reenact 
various stories from Hindu epics such as the Ramayana and Mahabharata. 

 Its performers the part of a group of wandering entertainers and peddlers who pass through villages 
during the course of a year and offer to sing ballads, tell fortunes, sell amulets, perform acrobatics, 
charm snakes, weave fishnets, tattoo local people and mend pots . 

  
 


