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Page 13 : NSE fined ₹1,000 cr. in co-location case
Context: 
Ø The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has barred the National Stock Exchange (NSE), 

which has the largest market share in equity segment and almost a monopoly in equity derivatives, from 
accessing the securities market for six months.

Details:
Ø The capital markets regulator has further ordered the exchange to disgorge around ₹1,000 crore — that 

is, ₹624.89 crore plus 12% interest from April 1, 2014 — for its alleged failure to exercise proper due 
diligence while offering co-location facility thereby affecting market fairness and integrity.

Fraudulent practice
Ø NSE has committed a fraudulent and unfair trade practice as contemplated under the SEBI (PFUTP) 

Regulations, it is established beyond doubt that NSE has not exercised the requisite due diligence while 
putting in place the TBT architecture.

Ø While PFUTP refers to Prohibition of Fraudulent and Unfair Trade Practices rules, TBT is tick-by-tick 
data feed.

Ø Co-location refers to the system wherein a broker’s server is kept in the exchange premises to reduce 
latency, or delay in computing terms, while executing trades.



Ø The same created a trading environment in which the information dissemination was asymmetric, which 
cannot be considered fair and equitable. 

Ø This failure of NSE to ensure equal and fair access has resulted in violation, added the SEBI order.
Ø The roots of the matter go back to 2015 when SEBI received complaints against NSE where, among 

other things, it was alleged that the system that NSE used while disseminating data through co-location 
facilities allowed certain users to get information before others, thereby creating an information 
asymmetry.

Ø The regulator has ordered Ravi Narain and Chitra Ramkrishna — both former MD & CEOs of NSE —
to disgorge a part of their salary drawn when they were at the helm of affairs at the exchange, which has 
the largest market share in equity segment and almost a monopoly in equity derivatives.

Ø While Mr. Narain has been directed to disgorge 25% of his salary drawn from FY11 to FY13, Ms. 
Ramkrishna is to disgorge a similar share of her salary drawn in 2013-14.

Ø Both have also been barred from being associated with any listed firm or a Market Infrastructure 
Institution — bourses, clearing corporations, depositories — for five years. 



Page 13 : NSEL-FTIL merger: SC sets aside govt.’s decision
Context: 
Ø The Supreme Court declared the government’s amalgamation of the over ₹5,600 crore scam-hit National 

Spot Exchange Ltd. (NSEL) with Financial Technologies India Ltd. (FTIL), now known as 63 Moons 
Technologies Ltd., as a violation of both the Constitution and the Companies Act.

Details: 
Ø The SC held that the Centre’s amalgamation order of February 12, 2016 was ultra vires Section 396 of 

the Companies Act and contrary to Article 14 (right to equality) of the Constitution. 
Ø Section 396 of the Companies Act, 1956, deals with compulsory amalgamation of companies by a 

Central Government order when it becomes essential in the public interest.
Ø In this case, Justice observed that there was complete non-application of mind by the authority assessing 

compensation to the rights and interests of the shareholders and creditors of FTIL under Section 396(3) 
of the Companies Act. 

Ø The order said the rights and interests of shareholders and creditors were substantive ones by nature. The 
economic loss caused to them through an amalgamation would require assessment and payment of 
compensation to them.



Page 13 : I-T Dept., GSTN to sign MoU for sharing data to prevent anomalies
Context: 
Ø The Income Tax Department and the Goods and Services Tax Network (GSTN) are all set to sign an 

MoU that will allow the two to match their data regarding company financials to pin down any 
anomalies.

Details: 
Ø The order, dated April 30, states that the GSTN can ask for and be provided data relating to an assessee’s 

status of filing income tax returns, turnover, gross total income, financial ratios, and any other data with 
the I-T Department to be decided later. 

Ø The order also provides for the automatic exchange of such data, and not just based on requests, the 
modalities of which will be decided.

Ø While furnishing the information, the specified Income Tax authority shall form an opinion that sharing 
of such information is necessary for the purposes of enabling the specified authority in GSTN to perform 
its functions under the Goods and Services Tax.

Ø Facilitation of exchange of data between authorities under income-tax and GST is indicative of the 
government’s intention not to spare taxpayers from escaping tax payable under any of the laws.



Page 1 : Progress’ in U.N. listing of Azhar, says China
Context: 
Ø Citing some progress on the issue of listing of the Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Masood 

Azhar as a terrorist at the UN Security Council, China indicated that it was willing to change its decade-
old stand opposing the move.

Details: 
Ø Diplomatic sources confirmed that Azhar could be placed on the UNSC’s 1267 Committee’s list of 

sanctioned individuals and entities, once China formally intimated its decision to lift the hold, which it 
placed on a proposal initiated by the U.S., the U.K, and France after the Pulwama attack in February.

Ø A UN diplomat in New York said that a silence period during which objections may be raised, which 
kicked off on April 23, would end on May 1.

Ø The UNSC 1267 panel last met to discuss the designation of Masood Azhar as a terrorist on April 23, 
when China and the U.S. disagreed on when the listing would go through.

Ø While China wanted to hold off on the decision until mid-May, the U.S. did not want to wait beyond 
April 23 to wrap up the process to list Azhar.



Background: 
Ø The listing of Azhar, who’s organisation JeM was listed in 2001, has been pending for more than a 

decade.
Ø This is the fourth attempt by countries at the UNSC and India to bring Azhar under UN sanctions. China 

had vetoed each of the previous proposals citing it had not received enough evidence against Azhar, who 
was released in 1999 during the IC-814 hijacking in exchange for hostages.

Ø Diplomatic sources said China’s turnaround came after Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale’s visit to 
Beijing last week, where India shared details of all the evidence on Masood Azhar, including links to the 
February 14 Pulwama attack for which the JeM had claimed responsibility. 

Ø American, British and French diplomats had been pursuing the case with China, even threatening to 
bring the listing proposal to the entire UNSC for a vote if China refused to relent.
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Page 12 : China defends crackdown in Xinjiang
Ø China rejected any interference in its internal affairs after U.N. chief Antonio Guterres raised the plight 

of ethnic Uighurs in the restive Xinjiang region during a visit to .
Ø Mr. Guterres had been under pressure from rights groups to publicly confront Beijing over the mass 

detention of Uighurs and other Muslim minorities in Xinjiang.
Ø Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman said China was willing to discuss human rights issues with all 

parties based on equality and mutual respect.
Ø At the same time, we firmly oppose any interference in China's internal affairs under the pretext of 

human rights issues, he said.





Page 1 : MHA raises issue of Rahul’s citizenship
Context: 
Ø The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has asked Congress president Rahul Gandhi to provide the 

factual position on his citizenship within two weeks, acting on a complaint by BJP MP Subramanian 
Swamy.

Details: 
Ø Dr. Swamy has alleged that Mr. Gandhi had declared his nationality as British in documents related to a 

United Kingdom-based company, of which he was a director.
Ø Writing to Mr. Gandhi, the MHA said it had received a representation from Dr. Swamy that a company, 

Backops Limited, was registered in the U.K. in 2003 and Mr. Gandhi was a director and secretary in it. 
The complaint said the annual returns, filed on October 10, 2005, and October 31, 2006, showed Mr. 
Gandhi’s nationality as British.

Ø According to an MHA official, the complaint dates to 2015. 
Ø Congress spokesperson said the question had been settled by the Supreme Court, which dismissed a 

petition.
Ø The Congress added that the Narendra Modi government had been silent on allegations about Mr. 

Gandhi's citizenship for the past four years because it knew the truth.
Ø The Congress released the original document, showing that Mr. Gandhi is an Indian. He is an Indian by 

birth and everyone knows about the sacrifices made by three generations of his family, he added.



Ø Is MHA bigger than the Supreme Court? Does the BJP not accept the decision of the highest court of the 
country, Congress spokesperson asked. 

Ø He insisted that such fake allegations will no longer be enough to distract the voters who are asking the 
Narendra Modi government about lost jobs and the state of economy.

Ø Writing to Mr. Gandhi, MHA director said the complaint by Mr Swamy added that in the application for 
dissolution of the company, dated February 12, 2009, Mr. Gandhi’s nationality was again declared to be 
British.



Page 1 : Madras HC curbs L-G role in Puducherry
Context: 
Ø The Madras High Court ruled that the Lieutenant-Governor (L-G) of Puducherry could not interfere with 

the day-to-day administration of the Union Territory when an elected government was in place. The court 
said incessant interference from the L-G would amount to running a parallel government.

Details: 
Ø Justice said: The Central government as well as the Administrator [the term used in the Constitution to 

refer to the L-G] should be true to the concept of democratic principles. Otherwise, the constitutional 
scheme of the country of being democratic and republic would be defeated.

Ø The judge made it clear that government secretaries were bound to take instructions from the Ministers 
and the Council of Ministers, headed by the Chief Minister.



Page 10 : Article 239A allows greater powers for Puducherry House
Context: 
Ø Justice of the Madras High Court pointed out the significant differences in the powers conferred on the 

legislatures of Puducherry and Delhi under Articles 239A and 239AA of the Constitution.
Details: 
Ø The judge said though Article 239AA imposes several restrictions on the legislature of Delhi, no such 

restrictions had been imposed explicitly in the case of Puducherry under Article 239A.
Ø The above Article symbolises the supremacy of the Legislature above the Administrator in case of the 

Union Territory of Puducherry.
Council of Ministers
Ø The judge held that government secretaries of the Puducherry administration were required to report to 

the Council of Ministers headed by the Chief Minister on all official matters. The secretaries are not 
empowered to issue orders on their own or upon the instructions of the Administrator.

Use of social media
Ø He also disapproved of the alleged practice of government officials being part of social media groups 

through which the L-G was issuing instructions to them for redress of public grievances and reminded 
them that as per rules, they were bound to use only authorised medium of communication when it came 
to issues related to administration.



Ø Referring to the provisions of the Government of Union Territories Act, 1963, the judge said Section 44 
of the Act states that there shall be a Council of Ministers in each Union Territory to aid and advice the 
Administrator who shall act in his/her discretion only in so far as any special responsibilities were 
concerned.

Ø However, since the Act does not specify the special responsibilities in relation to which the L-G could 
apply his/her discretion, it is the bounden duty of the Administrator and the Council of Ministers to avoid 
logjam and facilitate the smooth functioning of the government in public interest, leaving the political 
differences apart.



Page 1 : Apex court poser to poll panel on complaints against PM, Shah
Context: 
Ø The Supreme Court asked the Election Commission (EC) to explain its silence on the Congress’s 

complaints against the alleged hate speeches and misuse of the armed forces for political propaganda by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP president Amit Shah.

Details: 
Ø The Congress said 40 representations on the violation of the model code of conduct had been moved in 

the EC, but no action was forthcoming. The delay was a deliberate action itself.
Ø Since March 10, when the general election was notified, Mr. Modi and Mr. Shah had specifically in 

sensitive areas and States, ex-facie violated the provisions of the Representation of the People Act and 
the Election Rules and the process.

Ø The petition said, It is in the public domain that they have indulged in hate speeches, repeatedly used the 
armed forces for political propaganda, despite a clear prohibition on the same by the EC.



Page 10 : EC finds no violation in PM’s speech in Wardha
Context: 
Ø The Election Commission (EC) ruled that Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s speech at Wardha in 

Maharashtra on April 1 did not violate the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) and the Representation of the 
People Act provisions.

Report examined
Ø The matter has been examined in detail in accordance with the extant guidelines/provisions of the Model 

Code of Conduct, the Representation of the People Act, 1951, and the report of the Chief Electoral 
Officer, Maharashtra, senior EC official.

Cong. lodged plea
Ø A delegation of Congress leaders had submitted the memorandum, seeking the Commission’s 

intervention.
Ø It is evident from the fact that one has to contest a seat where the minority is majority, Mr. Modi had 

said, alluding to the decision of Mr. Gandhi — without naming him — to contest from Wayanad in 
Kerala, apart from Amethi.

Ø The Commission is likely to decide on the allegations against some other speeches by Mr. Modi, BJP 
chief Amit Shah and Mr. Gandhi.



Page 1: Assam deportation figure given to Supreme Court doesn’t add up
Context: 
Ø Dhaka is apparently at a loss trying to figure out why the Assam government told the Supreme Court last 

week that only four Bangladeshi nationals have been deported to the country since 2014.
Details: 
Ø Assam Chief Secretary said that the government detected 1.12 lakh foreigners and deported four of them 

in the past six years. He also said there were 900 foreigners across six detention camps in the State.
Ø People of doubtful citizenship identified by 100 Foreigners’ Tribunals are sent to the detention camps to 

be eventually deported to the country they came from. Assam has six such camps within jails.
Ø In June 2018, we took back 52 people and in January this year, 21 Bangladeshi nationals were sent home 

via our Deputy High Commission office in Guwahati. But the Assam government says only four people 
were deported, a Bangladeshi diplomat said.

More exits ahead
Ø He said that officials from Bangladesh have visited all the detention camps in Assam — excluding the 

one in Dibrugarh — to verify the nationality of those India had declared as foreigners. We found 87 
Bangladeshi nationals and 40 of them are likely to be sent home soon.



Ø Jail officials said that though there are 900 inmates in the camps suspected to be Bangladeshi, only about 
90 were presented before representatives of the Bangladesh government. One of the reasons was that the 
others did not have documents connecting them to Bangladesh.

Ø A diplomat of the neighbouring country said they came across inmates who declared themselves as 
Bangladeshi in desperation to get out of prison. There have been two cases of people sneaking right back 
in after being pushed into Bangladesh, he added.



Page 2 : Assam Rifles, NSCN(IM) agree to withdraw from Manipur villages
Context: 
Ø Assam Rifles personnel and members of the Isak-Muivah faction of the extremist National Socialist 

Council of Nagalim (NSCN-IM) have after almost a week of stand-off agreed to withdraw from two 
remote villages of Ukhrul in Manipur.

Details: 
Ø This followed a meeting between the Ceasefire Monitoring Group (CFMG) and a delegation of 

NSCN(IM) leaders in Nagaland’s capital Kohima. Various Naga organisations in Ukhrul too had taken 
out a peace rally urging both sides to defuse the tension.

Ø The Assam Rifles had moved troops to Sihai village, about 5 km from Khamasom, near the India-
Myanmar border where about 70 NSCN(IM) members had set up an unauthorised camp a few months 
ago. 

Ø They were asked to vacate the camp since it violated the ceasefire ground rules that warranted them to 
stay in designated camps.

Ø The NSCN(IM) had inked a ceasefire agreement with the Centre in July 1997.
Ø The paramilitary force had learnt about the presence of the unauthorised camp during a routine aerial 

survey on April 25. It then engaged local and church leaders to make the extremists vacate the camp.



Page 3 : ASI unearths treasure at U.P. site
Context: 
Ø The Archaeological Survey of India’s (ASI) ongoing excavation of 4,000-year-old burial sites in Uttar 

Pradesh’s Sanauli has unearthed underground sacred chambers, decorated legged coffins as well as rice 
and dal in pots and animal bones buried with the bodies.

Details: 
Ø The excavation in the Baghpat district of U.P. was first started in 2018 and resumed in January this year.
Ø ASI Institute of Archaeology director said three chariots, some coffins, shields, swords and helmets had 

been unearthed, pointing towards the existence of a warrior class in the area around 2,000 BCE.
Ø This is different from Harappan culture. It is contemporary to the last phase of the mature Harappan 

culture. These findings are important to understand the culture pattern of the Upper Ganga-Yamuna doab. 
We found copper swords, helmets, shields and chariots, he said.

Ø The excavators have found rice and urad dal in pots, cattle bones, wild pig and mongoose buried along 
with bodies, he said.

Ø These may have been offered to the departed souls. We also found sacred chambers below the ground. 
After the procession, they put the body in the chamber for some treatment or rituals, he said.



Largest necropolis
Ø Sanauli is located on the left bank of the River Yamuna, 68 km north-east of Delhi which brought to light 

the largest necropolis of the late Harappan period datable to around early part of second millennium 
BCE.

Ø In one of the burial pits, the excavators found a wooden legged coffin that was decorated with steatite 
inlays with a female skeleton. The pit also contained an armlet of semiprecious stones, pottery and an 
antenna sword placed near the head.
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Page 4 : CM writes to poll panel seeking relaxation of model code
Context: 
Ø Maharashtra Chief Minister has written to the Election Commission of India (ECI), seeking relaxation of 

the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) in the State for better implementation of drought relief works.
Details: 
Ø Since polling has been completed and in view of the extreme summer faced by the State of Maharashtra, 

ongoing programmes under State/GOI funding and works to be undertaken as per statutory requirement, 
the ECI is requested to relax the provisions of the MCC in respect of works/programs/activities.

Ø Bank of Maharashtra is denying loans to farmers in drought-hit districts like Aurangabad, Latur, Akola 
and Amravati due high bad loans from agricultural advances.

Ø The CM’s letter states that due to the extreme heat, several infrastructure works such as drilling of bore 
wells, repairs to drinking water schemes and maintenance of irrigation canal were being carried out.

Ø The State government has declared 151 talukas as drought affected and the Government of India has 
extended an assistance of ₹4,714 crore in this regard.

Ø The CM also said such exceptions to relax the MCC have been made in the past and therefore, a 
favourable decision would enable the State government to continue drought relief works more 
effectively.



Page 4 : Now, a portal to register e-vehicles
Context: 
Ø Maharashtra government’s new web portal, thrown open last week for the registration of battery-operated 

vehicles, expects to receive about 1,00,000 applications under the State Electric Vehicle Policy. 
Details: 
Ø As per the policy approved by the State Cabinet last year, an enabling environment is being created for 

the manufacture of nearly 5,00,000 EVs in the next five years. The government proposes exempting e-
vehicles from road tax and registration charges. 

Ø In addition, 15% subsidy will be provided to owners of first 1,00,000 EVs registered which would be 
₹5,000 for two-wheelers, ₹12,000 for three-wheelers, and up to ₹1,00,000 for the four-wheelers.

Ø Senior officials of the industries department said fiscal incentive will be admissible only to application of 
Battery Electric Vehicles (BEV) sold in Maharashtra for the first time and registered with Regional 
Transport Offices (RTOs). 

Ø As per the policy, not only vehicles but even charging stations set up on public and private parking lots, 
fuel pumps, bus and railway stations and approved by local planning authority will be considered for 
grant of capital subsidy of 25% up to ₹10 lakh. 

Ø As part of this, first 250 commercial public EV charging stations will be considered for assistance.
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Page 5 : Turf battle derails future of Train 18
Context: 
Ø Celebrated as India’s fastest train and one of the most successful products of the Make in India initiative, 

future production of the indigenously-built Train 18 — helmed by the Integral Coach Factory (ICF) in 
Chennai — has come under a cloud, thanks to an unresolved turf battle.

Details: 
Ø While the first train set has been running successfully for over 16 hours a day between New Delhi and 

Varanasi since February 2019, a spat over protocol among officers of the Mechanical and Electrical 
departments in the Railways, has hit production of the semi high-speed train.

Ø The ICF, the world’s largest rail coach manufacturing unit, rolled out the Train 18 with a maximum 
operating speed of 160 kmph in a record time of just 18 months in 2018.

Ø The self-propelled train set, comprising 16 air-conditioned coaches, was built at a cost of ₹100 crore, 
about half the cost of importing such a rake, with about 80% indigenous components in alignment with 
the Prime Minister’s call for Make in India.

Approval protocol
Ø However, it would seem Train 18 has become a victim of its own success. 
Ø According to ICF sources, the Vigilance Directorate is contemplating an inquiry into allegations that the 

development team compromised on the safety of the train by not obtaining technical approval for the 
electrical systems from an officer of the Research Designs and Standards Organisation (RDSO), 
Lucknow. 



Ø However, enquiries by The Hindu revealed that approvals were obtained from the Train Set Directorate 
of the RDSO, a multi-departmental entity created to provide single window clearances for faster 
production.

Ø Railway officials have argued that the train was built in record time only because Team ICF developed 
the prototype in anticipation of approval from Train Set Directorate of the RDSO. This was expeditious 
compared to the conventional practice of first obtaining the approval and then building the prototype.

Ø No time was lost in waiting for sanctions and approvals in building the prototype.
Ø The net result is that the train is running successfully with not even a single issue so far. Had there not 

been functional autonomy in deciding the design and equipment, without any compromise on safety and 
quality, Train 18 would not have come out on time and in the shape in which it is running today. 

Ø The protocol issues and the fight to stake claim or ownership of the flagship train has only hit the morale 
of Team ICF.

Ø The official said key members of the Team ICF faced the threat of an inquiry or investigation by various 
agencies for no fault of theirs.

Ø After all a world class product has been made at Indian prices since the project was a huge success, the 
Indian Railways ordered that 10 more train sets (160 coaches) be made operational by March 2020.

Ø The tremendous success of the train has further accentuated the bitter feud between the mechanical and 
electrical departments. A high-level committee is now tasked to resolve these issues, including the 
design, manufacture and maintenance of Train 18.



Page 6 : Sushma asks U.S. for Iran oil import waiver
Context: 
Ø External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj spoke with U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo during the 

weekend and asked for a waiver for continued import of Iranian crude after the May 2 deadline imposed 
by the U.S. administration.

Details: 
Ø Both sides discussed issues relevant to bilateral ties including the waiver for energy from Iran.
Ø The phone call came days before the U.S. sanctions on import of Iranian crude comes into effect on 

May 2 when all energy imports from Iran must be stopped by the importing nations. 
Ø It is learnt that Ms. Swaraj urged the U.S. Secretary of State to consider India’s current situation, 

highlighting that the vast amount of Iranian energy cannot be replaced overnight.
No indication
Ø However, there was no indication from the U.S. official for issuing a new waiver for India. Earlier, 

India and Turkey had held discussion about how to avoid a breakdown in the domestic energy markets 
due to the sanctions.

Ø The May 2 deadline is expected to deliver an oil shock to the leading economies of the world as U.S. 
President Donald Trump continues to insist that leading importers like India should zero out energy 
supply from Iran.



Page 7 : Fani is country’s strongest April cyclone in 43 years: IMD data
Context: 
Ø Cyclonic storm Fani, which is lying about 600 km east of Vishakhapatnam and 800 km south of Puri, is 

the first severe, cyclonic storm to have formed in April in India’s oceanic neighbourhood since 1976, 
according India Meteorological Department (IMD).

Details: 
Ø While severe cyclones (defined as generating maximum windspeeds of 89-117 kmph) can form any time, 

they tend to be concentrated in November — after the monsoon — or around May, when the monsoon 
prepares to arrive in Kerala in June.

Ø The head of IMD said that such quirks were a consequence of global warming. This is a cyclone that’s 
forming due to the warming of the Bay of Bengal basin with global warming. 

Ø From 1965-2017, the Bay of Bengal and Arabian sea have collectively registered 46 severe cyclonic 
storms. As many as 28 of them were from October-December. Seven of them have been in May and only 
two — in 1966 and 1976 — were recorded in April.

Ø Tropical cyclones in the Indian neighbourhood begin as depressions or a gradual build-up of warm air 
and pockets of low pressure. About 35% of such formations intensify to cyclones and only 7% intensify 
to very severe cyclones. 



Ø The IMD ranks cyclones on a 5-point scale with the mildest at 62-88 kmph and the strongest, a super 
cyclonic storm, at 221 kmph). 

Ø Cyclone Fani is expected to graduate to an extremely severe cyclonic storm by Wednesday and make 
landfall in Orissa (as a very severe cyclonic storm) by May 4.

Ø Heavy rains are expected in north Andhra Pradesh and Odisha and light rains in West Bengal under the 
influence of the cyclone.

Ø Strong winds are expected in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and south Andhra. Fishermen have been 
advised to stay away from the sea.



Background: 
Tropical Cyclones: 
Ø Tropical cyclones are violent storms that originate over oceans in tropical areas and move over to the 

coastal areas bringing about large-scale destruction due to violent winds (squalls), very heavy rainfall 
(torrential rainfall) and storm surge.

Ø The cyclonic wind movements are anti-clockwise in the northern hemisphere and clockwise in the 
southern hemisphere (This is due to Coriolis force).

Conditions Favourable for Tropical Cyclone Formation:
Ø Large sea surface with temperature higher than 27° C.
Ø Presence of the Coriolis force enough to create a cyclonic vortex.
Ø Small variations in the vertical wind speed.
Ø A pre-existing weak low-pressure area or low-level-cyclonic circulation.
Ø Upper divergence above the sea level system.
Cyclone in recent years: 
Ø In 2017 Cyclone Ockhi hit parts of Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka. Cyclone Gaja, Cyclones Sagar (in 

Somalia), Cyclone Mekunu (striked Oman), Cyclone Luban (affected the Arabian Peninsula) and 
Cyclone Titli (made landfall near Palasa, Andhra Pradesh) were part of 2018 North Indian Ocean cyclone 
season.

Ø Cyclone Pabuk originated over the Gulf of Thailand, in 2019.







Page 7 : India’s ASAT test a response to growing space threats: France
Context: 
Ø Stating that defence and offensive space technologies are being developed with various aims of spying, 

gaining control, deactivating service and destroying, French Envoy in India has supported India’s Anti-
Satellite (ASAT) missile test as a response to these growing threats.

Details: 
Ø He also observed that outer space has become an arena of rivalry between major powers.
Ø At the same time, he said there was common concern on space debris. Satellites today have to avoid 

almost 6,00,000 debris of over 1cm travelling at speed faster than a bullet.
Ø On March 27, India shot down a live satellite in the Low Earth Orbit (LEO) of 300 km using a modified 

interceptor of the Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) system. Officials had stated that the LEO was 
particularly chosen to minimise space debris.

Ø India and France, which have been cooperating in the area of space for several decades, had announced 
the setting up of a constellation of satellites for maritime surveillance of the Indian Ocean.

Ø The two countries are co-developing a constellation 10-15 satellites that could help monitor the maritime 
traffic in the Indian Ocean.

Ø It is part of the joint vision that we signed. It is a civilian project, he stated.
Ø In this regard, Deputy High Commissioner of Australia, said his country was keen to be part of the 

broader maritime security cooperation and was working with India and France.



Page 9 : Infectious killers Image Credit – The Hindu



Page 10 : Rafale case: SC gives 5 days for govt. to respond
Context: 
Ø The Supreme Court refused the Union government's request for a whole month to respond to the Rafale 

case review petitions and instead gave it five days till Saturday.
Details: 
Ø The Bench also directed the government to respond by affidavit to a separate application for initiating 

perjury proceedings against those in the government who had allegedly suppressed vital documents and 
circumstances of the Rafale jets' purchase from the court.

Ø The court upheld the 36 Rafale jets’ deal on December 14, saying it had limited jurisdiction over defence 
deals.

Ø In another judgment on April 10, the court rejected the government protests to maintainability of the 
review petitions against the December 14 order.

Ø The brief hearing on the review petitions began with Attorney General K.K. Venugopal informing the 
court that the government had circulated a letter to all the parties concerned for a deferment of the 
hearing on April 30.

Ø Mr. Venugopal said a fresh response was required from the government as there were new documents 
annexed in the review petitions. Give us some time... Your April 10 judgment allowed these documents. 
There was no formal notice issued to the Union of India, he submitted.



Ø If your grievance is that no notice was issued, we will issue notice, the CJI responded.
Ø Advocate Prashant Bhushan, one of the review petitioners, pointed out that the application filed by them, 

to initiate perjury proceedings against government officials who submitted false information in the 
Rafale case was also listed and the court should issue formal notice on that too. 

Perjury plea
Ø The perjury application submitted that the apex court was misled into rendering its December 14 

judgment based on false evidence and suppression of crucial pertinent information by the government in 
the course of judicial proceedings.

Ø On April 10, the court declared unanimous support for freedom of Press in a democracy by refusing the 
government’s preliminary plea to keep the Rafale jets’ purchase documents a secret. 

Ø It said the documents published first by The Hindu in a series of articles since February last would be 
considered while examining the merits of the five review petitions.

Ø The government had claimed that the review pleas were based on secret Rafale documents 
unauthorisedly removed from the Ministry of Defence and leaked to the media. 

Ø Mr. Venugopal had argued that stolen documents came under the protection of the Official Secrets Act 
(OSA). 

Ø They were not admissible in evidence in a court of law. Claiming privilege, the government wanted the 
court to ignore the documents, even if they were found to be germane to the Rafale case and dismiss the 
review petitions at a preliminary stage.
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