
Daily News Analysis
from THE HINDU, 
Indian express, ToI, 

Livemint
for

3rd May 2019

By Jatin Verma

Daily News Analysis



ALLPPT.com _ Free PowerPoint Templates, Diagrams and Charts

Unacademy referral 
code:
"jatinverma71"

My blog:
www.jatinverma.org



Shred 1

Shred 2

Shred 3



Important News Articles
(Taking Delhi/Noida edition as the base)

Page 1 : Decide on Modi, Amit Shah ‘hate speeches’ by May 6, SC tells EC
Page 3 : Two elephants die in Assam
Page 5 : ISRO plans to land a rover on lunar South Pole: Sivan
Page 5 : Power utilities websites hacked in 2 States
Page 5 : Registration of all motor vehicles stopped
Page 7 : 10,000 Odisha villages face Fani impact
Page 10 : Pulwama played a role in UN decision, says Ministry
Page 10 : Did China abandon its ‘all-weather friend’?
Page 12 : Worries over Pak. debt to China are overstated: Imran’s adviser
Page 13 : Robust plan in place to import oil: MEA
Page 13 : Manufacturing PMI dips to 51.8 in April
Page 13 : Banks can declare defaulting IL&FS accounts as NPAs
Page 13 : Central banks step up gold buying in 2019
Page 18 : Microbots are on their way to practical applications



Page 13 : Robust plan in place to import oil: MEA
Context: 
Ø The Ministry of External Affairs said India has a robust plan to import oil from other countries even as the 

deadline for the U.S. sanction waiver for oil imports from Iran expired without an extension from the U.S.
Details: 
Ø Last year, the U.S. re-imposed sanctions on Iran, prohibiting countries from importing oil from it, but 

waived these sanctions for 8 countries, including India. That waiver has now expired, and the U.S. 
announced last month that it would not be extending it.

Ø Those 8 Countries were: China, India, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Turkey, Italy and Greece.
Ø The MEA spokesperson said whatever decisions we take will be a combination of several factors including 

commercial negotiations and keeping our legitimate security interests and economic interests in mind.
Ø Indian oil companies, meanwhile, have stopped placing orders for Iranian oil.
Ø Prior to the sanctions and the subsequent reduction in the quantity of oil imported from Iran, Iran 

accounted for about 10% of India’s oil requirements.



Page 13 : Manufacturing PMI dips to 51.8 in April
Context: 
Ø Manufacturing activity expanded at a slower rate in April compared to its levels in March. 
Ø The Nikkei India Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’ Index registered a reading of 51.8 in April, lower 

than the 52.6 in March.
Details: 
Ø A reading over 50 indicates an expansion while one below 50 denotes a contraction.
Ø A softer increase in new orders created a domino effect in the Indian manufacturing industry, restricting 

growth of output, employment, input buying and business sentiment.
Ø The one bright spot in April was exports, which expanded solidly and at a slightly quicker pace than in 

March.
Ø Broken down by sector, capital goods was the key source of weakness, recording contractions in new 

business and output.
Ø Growth was meanwhile sustained at both consumer and intermediate goods makers.
Ø The report went on to say that new business growth moderated in April reportedly due to the ongoing 

General Elections and in response to a challenging economic environment.
Ø The slowdown in growth of total sales, coupled with cashflow difficulties and competitive pressures, 

hampered output expansion in April. Although production rose, the increase was the slowest since last 
September.



RBI rate cut likely
Ø Although remaining inside expansion territory, growth continued to soften and the fact that employment 

increased at the weakest pace for over a year suggests that producers are hardly gearing up for a rebound.
Ø The fact that price pressures were cooling in the manufacturing economy and growth was losing 

momentum makes it increasingly likely that the Reserve Bank of India may cut interest rates for the third 
consecutive time in June.

Background:
Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI)
Ø PMI is considered as an indicator of the economic health and investor sentiments about the manufacturing 

sector.
Ø In a PMI data, a reading above 50 indicates economic expansion, while a reading below 50 points shows 

contraction of economic activities.
Ø The PMI is constructed separately for manufacturing and services sector. But the manufacturing sector 

holds more importance.



How PMI is different from IIP:
Ø The popular index that measures growth in the industrial sector as far as India is concerned is the CSO 

prepared Index of Industrial Production. 
Ø IIP shows the change in production volume in major industrial subsectors like manufacturing, mining and 

electricity. 
Ø IIP also gives use based (capital goods, consumer goods etc) trends in industrial production. It covers 

broader industrial sector compared to PMI.
Ø But compared volume-based production indicator like the IIP, the PMI senses dynamic trends because of 

the variable it uses for the construction of the index.
Ø For example, new orders under PMI show growth oriented positive trends and not just volume of past 

production that can be traced in an ordinary IIP. 
Ø Inventory level shows recessionary or boom trends. Employment scenario is also sentimental indicator. 

Hence, the PMI is more dynamic compared to a standard industrial production index.
PMI for India:
Ø For India, the PMI Data is published by Japanese firm Nikkei but compiled and constructed by Markit 

Economics. 



Page 13 : Banks can declare defaulting IL&FS accounts as NPAs
Context: 
Ø The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) allowed the banks to declare as non-performing 

assets (NPAs) the accounts of IL&FS and its group companies that have defaulted on payments.
Details: 
Ø However, the NCLAT has also clarified that although the banks would declare the IL&FS accounts as 

NPAs, they cannot initiate recovery process and debit money.
Ø The NCLAT has observed that lenders must not withdraw support until a resolution is found for the IL&FS 

and its group companies. 
Ø Presently, IL&FS Group companies, with a collective debt of over ₹90,000 crore, are going through a 

resolution process. 
Ø The NCLAT had, in February, prohibited banks from recognising any IL&FS group accounts as NPAs 

without first seeking approval from the tribunal.
Ø The RBI had moved the NCLAT to modify the order allowing the banks to declare the defaulting accounts 

of IL&FS as NPAs, as per banking regulations.
Ø It contended that banks had an obligation to mark bad loans as NPA in cases of non-payment, after the 

default of 90 days.



Background: 
National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
Ø NCLAT was constituted under the Companies Act, 2013 for hearing appeals against the orders of National 

Company Law Tribunals (NCLT), with effect from 1st June 2016.
Ø NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed by Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Board of India.
Ø NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal to hear and dispose of appeals against any direction issued or 

decision made, or order passed by the Competition Commission of India (CCI).
Ø The President of the Tribunal and the chairperson and Judicial Members of the Appellate Tribunal shall be 

appointed after consultation with the Chief Justice of India.
Ø The Members of the Tribunal and the Technical Members of the Appellate Tribunal shall be appointed on 

the recommendation of a Selection Committee consisting of—
1. Chief Justice of India or his nominee—Chairperson;
2. A senior Judge of the Supreme Court or a Chief Justice of High Court— Member;
3. Secretary in the Ministry of Corporate Affairs—Member;

Secretary in the Ministry of Law and Justice—Member; and
4. Secretary in the Department of Financial Services in the Ministry of Finance— Member.



Page 13 : Central banks step up gold buying in 2019
Context: 
Ø Central banks across the globe are building up gold reserves with the first quarter of 2019 seeing 

significant buying from such entities.
Details: 
Ø According to the latest Gold Demand Trends report by the World Gold Council, central banks bought 

145.5 tonnes of gold in the first quarter — a 68% jump from the same period in 2018 and the strongest 
start to a year since 2013.

Ø Meanwhile, the overall global gold demand rose to 1,053.3 tonnes in the first quarter of 2019, up 7% 
compared to the same period last year.

Ø This year-on-year increase was largely due to continued growth in central bank buying, as well as growth 
in gold-backed exchange-traded funds (ETFs), WGC said.

Jewellery demand in India
Ø A lower local rupee gold price in late February and early March coincided with the traditional gold buying 

wedding season, lifting jewellery demand in India to 125.4 tonnes, a 5% increase on the same period last 
year and the highest Q1 since 2015.

Ø Bar and coin investment softened slightly and was down 1% to 257.8 tonnes.



Ø According to the WGC, this was purely due to a fall in demand for gold bars, as official gold coin buying 
grew 12% to 56.1 tonnes even as China and Japan were the main contributors to the decline.

Ø The beginning of 2019 saw a sharp recovery in investor sentiment in both the equity and debt markets, but 
appetite for gold remained solid. 

Ø In addition, central banks on both sides of the Atlantic putting monetary policy tightening on hold — and 
potentially easing — is likely to be supportive of gold.



Page 1: Decide on Modi, Amit Shah ‘hate speeches’ by May 6, SC tells EC
Context: 
Ø The Supreme Court gave the Election Commission of India (EC) time till May 6 to take a final call on the 

complaints filed by the Congress against the alleged hate speeches and misuse of the armed forces as 
political propaganda by PM Modi and BJP president Amit Shah.

Details: 
Ø The petition said, in one of the most direct attacks on the EC, there was one set of rules for Mr. Modi and 

Mr. Shah and another for the rest of the candidates. 
Ø The Congress said several representations of violation of the model code of conduct were made to the EC, 

but no action had been forthcoming from the poll body, which should be devoted to the concept of free and 
fair elections in a democracy.

Ø The petition said since March 10, when the general election was notified, Mr. Modi and Mr. Shah had 
specifically in sensitive areas and States, ex facie violated the provisions of the Representation of the 
People Act and the election rules and the process.

Ø It is in the public domain that they have indulged in hate speeches, repeatedly used the armed forces for 
political propaganda, despite a clear prohibition on the same by the EC, it stated.

Ø The petition narrated how the Prime Minister, in blatant violation of the poll code, held a rally on the day 
of polling in Gujarat on April 23, 2019 i.e. date of voting for the third phase.



Ø The petition detailed the various reported utterances of Mr. Modi that allegedly violated the MCC, from 
portraying Congress president Rahul Gandhi's choice of Wayanad as a seat where the minority is majority 
to calling for votes in the names of the CRPF soldiers killed in the terrorist attack in Pulwama.

Ø The petition alleged that lack of action by the EC against Mr. Modi and Mr. Shah was a tacit endorsement 
of their statements and clean chit to them. 

Ø Recounting how other leaders were banned from campaigning for 72 hours for violating the MCC, the plea 
said the lack of action against the PM and the BJP president demonstrates abdication and indecision and a 
complete absence of justice, in ensuring a level playing field in the ensuing general election.

Ø The petition said the inactions, omissions and commissions by the Respondent/EC are in complete and 
direct violation of Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution.



Background: 
Election Commission of India
Ø Election Commission of India is a permanent body entrusted for the conduct of free and fair elections.
Ø An independent Election Commission has been provided for in Article 324 of the Constitution of India.
Ø Currently has three members including CEC. They all are appointed by the President for a term which is 

fixed by the President.
Ø The service conditions and tenure of office of CEC and Election Commissioners are determined by Act of 

parliament titled The Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners (Conditions of 
Service) Act, 1991. This act has fixed their term for 6 years or till age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.

Ø The CEC and election commissioners have equal power and receive equal salary, allowances and other 
perquisites, which are similar to judge of Supreme Court. 

Ø Election Commission is entrusted with :
1. Election of President;
2. Election of Vice-President;
3. Election of Lok Sabha as well as Rajya Sabha;
4. Elections to State Legislatures as well as Legislative Councils;
5. Reservation of Seats in Lok Sabha and State Legislatures;
6. Qualifications of the MPs and MLAs;
7. Determination of population for purposes of the election.



Page 3 : Two elephants die in Assam
Context: 
Ø A day after a tusker made it back to the wild after strolling on the streets of Guwahati, two elephants died 

under different circumstances near human habitations in Assam.
Details: 
Ø While one died of electrocution, the other succumbed to injuries after falling into a mud pit. The pit was 

believed to have been dug to keep animals off crops.
Ø One person has been arrested for planting a live wire in his paddy field. It seems like a deliberate attempt 

to electrocute the animal, a forest official of Kaziranga National Park said. 
Ø The village is close to the rhino habitat. 
Ø Human-animal conflicts have so far claimed the lives of four elephants and 10 people this year.



Background: 
Man-animal conflicts
Ø Man wildlife conflict is the negative impact of man’s activities on the habitat and resources of the wild 

animals due to growing human populations overlap with wildlife territory.
What are the causes of man-animal conflict?
Ø Habitat fragmentation and shrinking of habitats.
Ø Increased disturbance due to collection of fuel wood, fodder, water etc. from the forests has also increased 

the incidences of man-animal conflict.
Ø People have to go deeper and deeper, year by year for fetching firewood.
Ø Decreased prey base
What is the impact of man wildlife conflict?
Ø Injury or loss of human lives or animals.
Ø Crop damage , livestock depredation.
Ø Damage to human property and destruction of habitat.



What can be done to reduce this conflict?
Ø Capacity building of forest guards.
Ø Increased vigilance and protection of identified locations using hi-tech surveillance tools like sensors for 

knowing Animal movements.
Ø In-situ and ex-situ habitat conservation measures will help in securing animals their survival and reduced 

conflict with humans.
Ø Re-locating of animal habitats away from residential and commercial centres will serve to minimize 

animal-man conflict for illegal and self-interested motives.
Ø Making community responsible for resolution of animal-man conflict will aid in decentralized approach of 

governance for wildlife preservation. 
Ø Partnering with WWF which provide tailor made solutions to man wildlife conflict with community and 

species in consideration.
Ø Adequate compensation after rehabilitation.



Page 5 : ISRO plans to land a rover on lunar South Pole: Sivan
Context: 
Ø ISRO Chairman said India’s second moon mission, Chandrayaan-2, will be historic for the scientific 

community as the ISRO will attempt to land a rover on the lunar South Pole, a region on the moon to 
which no one has gone till now.

Details: 
Ø ISRO said it had fixed a launch window between July 5 and July 16 to launch the moon mission on board 

a GSLV-MkIII, with an aim to land on the moon around September 6. 
Ø If ISRO manages to successfully execute this, India will be the first country to land a rover on the 

moon’s South Pole.
Ø The South Pole has generated a lot of interest in the recent past, with countries aiming to reach the region 

in what could spark another race to the moon.
Ø China is reportedly aiming to construct a moon research station on the lunar South Pole, while the NASA 

is working to send astronauts there by 2024.



Lowest temperatures
Ø According to NASA, some regions of the lunar South Pole have permanently shadowed craters with some 

of the lowest temperatures in the solar system, where water ice is stable. 
Ø These craters are believed to have significant ice deposits, untainted by the Sun’s radiation or geological 

processes.
Ø One of the goals of the Chandrayaan-2 mission would also be to find water on the moon.



Background:
GSLV MKIII
Ø GSLV MKIII is ISRO’s fifth generation three stage heavy lift launch vehicle.
Ø The launch vehicle can place satellites weighing 4000 kg in GTO.
Ø The first stage constitutes two massive boosters with solid propellants.
Ø The core with liquid propellant and the cryogenic engine constitutes the second and third stages, 

respectively.
Ø GSLV MarkIII, which took 15 years to make, is the heaviest among India’s operational launch vehicles. 

Also, with only 43 meters tall, it is also the shortest launch vehicles.
Ø GSLV MKIII will be used to launch Chandrayaan-2 and Gaganyaan missions.



Page 5 : Power utilities websites hacked in 2 States
Context:
Ø A day ahead of the safety week observed by power utilities from May 1 to 7, the websites of two power 

distribution companies from Telangana and Andhra Pradesh were hacked, resulting in their computer-
based applications coming to a standstill for over three days.

Details: 
Ø The hackers reportedly demanded ₹5 crore for giving back the data and to unblock the websites, but TCS 

has reportedly averted a major data breach by taking remedial action.
Ø Chairman and Managing Director of the transmission and generation corporations of Telangana said the 

computerised data were safe because it had a backup mechanism. Except for payments made by the 
corporations by ATM mode, their functions remained unaffected.

Ø The officials of the Southern Power Distribution Company lodged a complaint with the Cyber Crime 
Police Station in Hyderabad that its website was frozen by culprits by ransomware to pilfer data from the 
server.



Files damaged
Ø Sources added that the hackers were in the possession of a data base of 2 crore power consumers.
Ø Several files were also damaged. As the websites did not open, online payments by consumers were 

affected.
Ø However, bill payments at the Electricity Revenue Offices and the Mee-Seva were unaffected.
Ø The official's prima facie suspected that the hackers of Air India and Andhra Bank websites in the past 

might have tried to access information on online payments. 
Ø They also suspected that the hackers might have targeted information about payments by the distribution 

companies to the tune of ₹30,000 crore per annum.
Ø They did not rule out attempts by hackers to divert the funds. They tried to detect the originating point of 

the hacking. It was said ethical hackers had warned about the vulnerability of the websites to hacking with 
criminal intent. 



Page 5 : Registration of all motor vehicles stopped
Context: 
Ø The issuing of certificate of registration (RC) for all classes of motor vehicles has been blocked from 

Thursday in the country for not integrating high security registration plate (HSRP) with the Vahan 
database.

Details: 
Ø The National Informatics Centre (NIC) blocked access to the Transport Mission Mode Project’s pan-India 

application Vahan for vehicle registration on a directive of the Union Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways (MoRTH).

Ø With this drastic step, RC cannot be issued for new motor vehicles in any State, except in Madhya Pradesh, 
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. These three States are using their own software instead of Vahan and, 
therefore, can issue RC to newly registered vehicles.

Ø April 1 was the date from when all classes of motor vehicles hitting the road and being registered had to be 
fitted with tamper-proof high security registration plate having many inbuilt security features.

Ø Automobile manufacturers had been entrusted by MoRTH with the task of issuing the security licence 
plate, including the third registration mark. 

Ø At the local level, it is for the automobile dealer to place a mark of registration on such plates and affix 
them on all new vehicles.



Background: 
What is it Vahan?
Ø Vahan intends to collate all the information available with road transport authorities for easy access by 

both citizens and regulators.
Ø Data available with over 90 per cent of all road transport authorities have been computerised for this 

purpose.
Ø Vahan allows access to all details related to vehicles such as registration number, chassis/engine number, 

body/fuel type, colour, manufacturer and model and provides various online services to citizens.
Ø Driving Licence and related data are automated through a separate application called Sarathi.
What are its significance?
Ø It helps in centralisation of data through the creation of the State and National Registries under Vahan.
Ø It also helps address the needs of RTOs, police and motor insurers.
Ø It has been customised to suit the varied requirements of all States and Union Territories.
Ø Vahan has been designed to capture all the information mandated by the Central Motor Vehicle Act 1988 

as well as State Motor Vehicle Rules.
Ø Banks, which may have given out loans for vehicle purchases, will also have access to the National/State 

Registry to track the status of vehicles under lien.



Page 7 : 10,000 Odisha villages face Fani impact
Context: 
Ø After landfall, Fani is very likely to continue to move north-northeastwards, weaken gradually and enter 

West Bengal as a severe cyclonic storm with the wind speed going up to 115 kmph.
Details: 
Ø Flight operations from the Biju Patnaik International Airport in Bhubaneswar will remain suspended. 

Educational institutions in the coastal districts were closed till further orders.
Ø As many as 25 teams of the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) and Odisha Disaster Rapid Action 

Force (ODRAF), along with State fire service personnel, have been deployed in the coastal districts. 
Ø Around 10,000 villages spread over 14 districts, such as Ganjam, Gajapati, Puri, Khurda, Nayagarh, 

Cuttack, Dhenkanal, Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara, Jajpur, Keonjhar, Bhadrak, Balasore and Mayurbhanj are 
likely to be affected.

Ø The West Bengal government advanced the summer holidays for all its State-run schools.
Ø Fani’s impact is likely to be felt in the disctricts of Purba and Paschim Medinipur, North and South 24 

Parganas and Kolkata.



Background: 
Tropical Cyclones: 
Ø Tropical cyclones are violent storms that originate over oceans in tropical areas and move over to the 

coastal areas bringing about large-scale destruction due to violent winds (squalls), very heavy rainfall 
(torrential rainfall) and storm surge.

Ø The cyclonic wind movements are anti-clockwise in the northern hemisphere and clockwise in the 
southern hemisphere (This is due to Coriolis force).

Conditions Favourable for Tropical Cyclone Formation:
Ø Large sea surface with temperature higher than 27° C.
Ø Presence of the Coriolis force enough to create a cyclonic vortex.
Ø Small variations in the vertical wind speed.
Ø A pre-existing weak low-pressure area or low-level-cyclonic circulation.
Ø Upper divergence above the sea level system.
Cyclone in recent years: 
Ø In 2017 Cyclone Ockhi hit parts of Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka. Cyclone Gaja, Cyclones Sagar (in 

Somalia), Cyclone Mekunu (striked Oman), Cyclone Luban (affected the Arabian Peninsula) and Cyclone 
Titli (made landfall near Palasa, Andhra Pradesh) were part of 2018 North Indian Ocean cyclone season.

Ø Cyclone Pabuk originated over the Gulf of Thailand, in 2019.







Page 10 : Pulwama played a role in UN decision, says Ministry
Context: 
Ø India reiterated that it would not negotiate with any country on terrorism and national security, saying the 

listing of Masood Azhar as a global terrorist was the result of a sustained process started a decade ago 
during the UPA government.

Details: 
Ø The MEA spokesperson said our objective has been all along the naming of Azhar. The process started in 

2009, in 2016 and 2017 it was continued. Designation was not based on a single incident but was based 
on evidence we have shared linking Azhar to several acts of terrorism.

Ø India demanded listing Azhar after the Pulwama attack of February 14 that New Delhi had traced to the 
Jaish-e-Mohammad which is led by Azhar.

Ø However, the May 1 announcement from the 1267 Sanctions Committee of the UN Security Council did 
not refer to the terror attack in its statement giving rise to speculation on whether the UN appreciated 
India’s immediate concerns about the role played by the JeM in cross-border acts of terrorism from 
Pakistan.

Ø The spokesperson reiterated that the aim of the campaign was to get Azhar designated as a global 
terrorist, which had been achieved.



Ø In compliance with the UN listing, Pakistan issued a Statutory Regulatory Order ordering freezing of 
financial assets belonging to Azhar. It also ordered travel ban and arms embargo on him.

Ø India said Pakistan would be held responsible by the international community on the follow up actions it is 
expected to take after the U.N. listing.



Page 10 : Did China abandon its ‘all-weather friend’?
Context: 
Ø After years of resistance to listing Masood Azhar, founder of the Pakistan-based terrorist group Jaish-e-

Mohammad, as a global terrorist, China has finally changed its position. 
Ø Earlier attempts to add Azhar to the UN blacklist, under the 1267 Committee, failed as China had put a 

hold, calling for a solution through consultations. 
Ø After the February 14 Pulwama attack, France, the U.K. and the U.S. co-sponsored a new listing 

application, which was also blocked by China. However, when its hold expired, China raised no fresh 
opposition.

Details: 
Ø The main reason for China’s opposition to Azhar’s terror designation was the Pakistan factor. Pakistan has 

robust economic and strategic ties with China, which is also investing billions of dollars in that country to 
build an ambitious economic corridor. 

So why did China change its position now?
Ø First, both India and China have manifested their desire to deepen bilateral ties despite the structural 

problems they face. 
Ø PM Modi went to Wuhan in April 2018 for an informal summit with Chinese President Xi Jinping even 

when bilateral ties were not at their best. 



Ø The shadows of the Doklam stand-off between the Indian and Chinese Armies and Beijing’s repeated hold 
on Azhar and its opposition to India’s Nuclear Suppliers Group membership continued to impinge on 
bilateral ties. 

Ø Still India preferred to stay engaged with China as the Wuhan summit suggested. 
Ø China had shown in recent past that it was ready to do business with India even overlooking Pakistan’s 

sensitivities. 
Ø Last year, China dropped its opposition to adding Pakistan on the Financial Action Task Force grey list, 

which allowed the listing to go through smoothly.
The U.S. factor
Ø Second, the Azhar issue has cast a shadow on China’s commitment to fighting terrorism. Jaish has been an 

internationally designated terrorist outfit. And its role in multiple terrorist attacks in India has been well 
established. 

Ø China’s continued hold on Azhar’s listing has weakened internationally its position against terror. 
Ø The de-radicalisation camps it is running in Xinjiang has triggered international criticism, particularly from 

U.S. Secretary of State who slammed China’s shameful hypocrisy, saying it is abusing over a million 
Muslims at home while protecting violent Islamic terrorist groups from sanctions at the UN. 

Ø After it used its hold on Azhar following the Pulwama attack, the U.S. distributed a draft resolution at the 
UN Security Council outside the 1267 Committee to ban Azhar. 

Ø Had the resolution been put to vote, China would have been left with an awkward choice — either to back 
it or use its veto by further isolating itself among global peers.



No Pulwama reference
Ø Third, in allowing the listing to go on, China could save its face and remove a thorny issue from India-

China ties. But it didn’t want to abandon Pakistan, its all-weather friend. 
Ø The original listing application which France, the U.K. and the U.S. had moved had a reference to the 

Pulwama attack. But it was removed from the application at China’s insistence. This is in line with 
Pakistan’s narrative that terror activities in the Valley are an indigenous uprising.

Ø Responding to the listing, the Chinese Foreign Ministry batted for international community’s support for 
Pakistan, re-emphasizing its view on Islamabad.



Page 12 : Worries over Pak. debt to China are overstated: Imran’s adviser
Context: 
Ø According to a top official of Pakistan the so-called debt overhang for Pakistan from its participation in the 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), part of the ambitious Chinese Belt and Road Initiative, is 
overstated.

Details: 
Money brought in as FDI
Ø He said that of the $45 billion total package from China under CPEC in 2015, as much as $35 billion was 

for financing power projects in the power-deficit country. 
Ø The Chinese government got no extra concessions, the money was brought in as FDI and commercial 

loans were taken by the Chinese companies. There is no loan obligation on Pakistan. 
Ø He said that about $6 billion was in the form a government-to-government loan at 2% interest rate.
Ø Of the total national debt of $100 billion, only $11 billion is owed to China. Pakistan’s annual investment 

programme, including both public and private, added up to $50 billion and the CPEC was only a small part 
of it, he pointed out.



BRI a natural idea
Ø ADB president said that the BRI, of which CPEC is a part, is a very natural idea to expand the connection 

between East Asia, Central Asia, Europe and Africa.
Ø ADB president said that there are merits over investment but at the same time we have to be careful... we 

must find good projects with good returns even if the lending is to the government. Otherwise it will cause 
concern over repayment.



Background: 
Asian Development Bank (ADB)
Ø Established in 1966.
Ø HQ : Manila, Philippines.
Ø It is a multi-lateral lending agency. It is modeled on the World Bank.
Ø It has a similar weighted voting system where votes are distributed based on member’s capital 

subscriptions.
Ø ADB borrows from international capital markets with its capital as guarantee.
Ø India has about 6% voting rights (4th highest; Japan highest, USA 2nd highest)
Objective:
Ø It is dedicated to reducing poverty in Asia and the Pacific through inclusive economic growth, 

environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration.
Ø It provides finance to both sovereign countries as well as to the private parties.
Ø It provides hard loans to middle-income countries and soft loans to poorer countries



Page 18 : Microbots are on their way to practical applications
Context: 
Ø Like Frankenstein, Marc Miskin’s robots initially lie motionless. Then their limbs jerk to life. But these 

robots are the size of a speck of dust. Thousands fit side by side on a single silicon wafer like those used 
for computer chips, and, like Frankenstein coming to life, they pull themselves free and start crawling.

Details:
Ø A professor at the University of Pennsylvania said that we can take your favorite piece of silicon 

electronics, put legs on it and then build a million of them. That’s the vision.
Ø He imagines a wealth of uses for these Microbots, which are about the size of a cell. They could crawl into 

cellphone batteries and clean and rejuvenate them. They might be a boon to neural scientists, burrowing 
into the brain to measure nerve signals. 

Ø Millions of them in a petri dish could be used to test ideas in networking and communications.
Silicon technology
Ø The new robots take advantage of the same basic technology as computer chips.
Ø A physicist at Cornell University said that what we’re doing is stealing from 60 years of silicon. It’s no big 

deal to make a silicon chip 100 microns on a side. What didn’t exist is basically the exoskeleton for the 
robot arms, the actuators.

Ø Mr. Miskin developed a technique to put layers of platinum and titanium on a silicon wafer.



Ø When an electrical voltage is applied, the platinum contracts while the titanium remains rigid, and the flat 
surface bends. The bending became the motor that moves the limbs of the robots, each about 100 atoms 
thick.

Ø The idea is not new. Researchers of the University of California, Berkeley, have for decades talked of 
smart dust, minuscule sensors that could report on conditions in the environment.

Ø But in developing practical versions, the smart dust became larger in order to fit in batteries.
Ø Mr. Miskin worked around the power conundrum by leaving out the batteries. Instead, he powers the 

robots by shining lasers on tiny solar panels on their backs.
Ø Mr. Miskin said his electrical engineering colleagues are often incredulous when they find out that the 

robots run on a fraction of a volt and consume only 10 billionths of a watt.
Ø Challenges remain. For robots injected into the brain, lasers would not work as the power source. 

Magnetic fields might be an alternative.
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