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ANSWERS FOR MCQs ON 4th May
Question 1) Answer: (c)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is incorrect
• The Security Council consists of fifteen members. Russia, the United Kingdom, France, China, and the 

United States—serve as the body’s five permanent members.
Statement 2 is incorrect
• The Security Council also has 10 non-permanent members, elected on a regional basis to serve two-year 

terms.
Statement 3 is correct
• UNSC’s powers include the establishment of peacekeeping operations, the establishment of 

international sanctions, and the authorization of military action through Security Council resolutions; it is 
the only UN body with the authority to issue binding resolutions to member states.



Question 2) Answer: (b)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
• IIP shows the change in production volume in major industrial subsectors like manufacturing, mining and 

electricity. 
Statement 2 is incorrect
• IIP gives use based (capital goods, consumer goods etc) trends in industrial production. It covers broader 

industrial sector compared to PMI.
Statement 3 is correct
• PMI is considered as an indicator of the economic health and investor sentiments about the manufacturing 

sector.
• The PMI is constructed separately for manufacturing and services sector. But the manufacturing sector 

holds more importance.
Statement 4 is incorrect
• IIP is compiled and published by Central Statistics Office(CSO)
• For India, the PMI Data is published by Japanese firm Nikkei but compiled and constructed by Markit 

Economics. 



Question 3) Answer: (d)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
• NCLAT was constituted under the Companies Act, 2013 for hearing appeals against the orders of National 

Company Law Tribunals (NCLT), with effect from 1st June 2016.
Statement 2 is correct
• NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed by Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Board of India.
• NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal to hear and dispose of appeals against any direction issued or 

decision made, or order passed by the Competition Commission of India (CCI).



Question 4) Answer: (b)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
• Shoebox satellites is name for tiny, inexpensive satellites launched into orbit. They are called shoebox 

because of their size as they weigh less than 10 kg.
Statement 2 is incorrect
• Recently, engineers from a Chinese start-up called LinkSpace tested a reusable rocket last week in a move 

towards launching shoebox satellites into space.
• Apart from the Chinese, American scientists have been developing such satellites.



Question 5) Answer: (b)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
Conditions Favourable for Tropical Cyclone Formation:
• Large sea surface with temperature higher than 27° C.
• Presence of the Coriolis force enough to create a cyclonic vortex.
• Small variations in the vertical wind speed.
• A pre-existing weak low-pressure area or low-level-cyclonic circulation.
• Upper divergence above the sea level system.
Statement 2 is incorrect
• The name for the cyclone Fani was suggested by Bangladesh.
Statement 3 is correct
• The cyclonic wind movements are anti-clockwise in the northern hemisphere and clockwise in the 

southern hemisphere (This is due to Coriolis force).



Question 1: Consider the following statements with regards to Generalized System of Preferences (GSP):

1. Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) is a preferential tariff system extended by World Trade 
Organization (WTO) to developing countries.
2. GSP involves reduced/zero tariffs of eligible products exported by beneficiary countries to the markets of 
GSP providing countries.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 2 
d) None of the above



Question 2: Consider the following statements with regards to Asian Development Bank: 

1. It was was established after the financial crisis of 2007–2008.
2. It is dedicated to reducing poverty in Asia and the Pacific through inclusive economic growth, 

environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration.
3. Its headquarter is located at Beijing, China.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) All of the above



Question 3: With reference to National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), consider the following statements:

1. It aims to achieve a national-level target of 20-30% reduction of PM2.5 and PM10 concentration by 
between 2017 and 2024. 
2. Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) will execute this nation-wide programme.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 2
d) None of the above



Question 4: Consider the following statements with regards to Group of 7 (G7):

1. China is also a member of G7.
2. The European Union is also represented within the G7.
3. The 44th G7 summit 2018 was held in Canada.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) All of the above



Question 5: Match the following:

1. Cyclone Pabuk – Gulf of Thailand
2. Cyclone Gaja – Somalia Coast
3. Cyclone Mekunu - Oman Coast
4. Cyclone Luban – Arabian Peninsula
5. Cyclone Fani – Bay of Bengal

Which of the following pairs are correctly matched?
a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only
b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only
c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only
d) All of the above 
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Page 1 : PMO monitoring Rafale deal progress not interference: govt.
Context: 
Ø The government told the Supreme Court that the PMO was monitoring the progress of the deal to buy 36 

Rafale jets but this could not be taken as parallel negotiations with the French side.
Details: 
Ø A series of reports published by The Hindu had revealed that the PMO was conducting parallel 

negotiations. 
Ø A Defence Ministry note that was published said the parallel parleys had weakened the negotiating 

position of the Ministry of Defence and the Indian Negotiating Team.
Ø But the government denied any reason for objection from the Ministry. It referred to how the then Defence 

Minister himself had noted that it appears that PMO and French President’s office are monitoring the 
progress of the issues, which was an outcome of the summit meeting.

Ø The government said these selective reports, based on some incomplete internal file notings, procured 
unauthorisedly and illegally, did not reflect the final decision of the competent authority. They could not 
form the basis for a review petition. 

Ø The two affidavits filed by the MoD said the action of the review petitioners, who include former Union 
Ministers and senior lawyer, was tantamount to questioning the sovereign decision concerning national 
security and defence.



Ø The government attacked the court’s April 10 judgment agreeing to hear the review petitions based on the 
Rafale purchase documents published in the media.

Ø The government said the judgment would now be taken to imply that any secret document can be obtained 
through any means and put in the public domain without attracting penal action.

Ø The government said this could lead to the revelation of all closely guarded State Secrets relating to space, 
nuclear installations, strategic defence capabilities, operational deployment of forces, intelligence 
resources in the country and outside, counter-terrorism and counter insurgency measures etc. 

Ø The government said this could have implications in the financial sector also if say budget proposals are 
published before they are presented in Parliament. Such disclosures of secret government information will 
have grave repercussions on the very existence of the Indian State.

Ø The government countered the petitioners’ argument that the Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) was 
turned on its head when PM Modi and the French President announced the purchase in a statement on 
April 10, 2015 — that is, well over a year before the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) approved the 
purchase on August 24, 2016.

Ø The DPP mandates that any defence deal worth over ₹1000 crore first requires CCS approval.
Ø The government claimed DPP does not mandate approvals prior to conveying an intent or making an 

announcement. It said a waiver of sovereign guarantee in Inter Governmental Agreements (IGA) was not 
unusual.



Ø The government said: In contracts signed with Rosoboronexport, the requirement of bank guarantees was 
waived off in view of assurances provided through a Letter of Comfort from the government of the 
Russian Federation. 

Offset partner
Ø It reiterated that it had no role in selection of the Indian Offset Partner, which is a commercial decision of 

Dassault Aviation.
Ø The government dismissed allegations such as the Reliance Group paid €1.48 million to former French 

President Francois Hollande’s partner’s venture. It said these charges were matters of individual 
perceptions of the petitioners.

Ø It said DPP-2013 was followed and approval of the Defence Acquisition Council was taken for the 
procurement of the Rafale aircraft. 

Ø The Indian Negotiating Team conducted comprehensive negotiations with the French side for about a year, 
holding 48 internal and 26 external meetings with the French side. The approval of the CCS was taken 
before signing the IGA.

Ø The Rafale procurement was on schedule with the deliveries of the aircraft commencing September 2019 
and training for the Air Force team had begun in France, the government said.



Page 1 : Bombers visited Kashmir, Kerala, Bengaluru: Sri Lankan Army chief
Context: 
Ø Sri Lanka Army’s chief has said some of the suicide bombers who carried out the country’s worst terror 

attack on Easter last month had visited Kashmir and Kerala for some sorts of training or to make some 
more links with other foreign outfits.

Details: 
Ø Nine suicide bombers, including a woman, carried out a series of blasts that tore through three churches 

and three luxury hotels on April 21, killing 253 people and injuring over 500.
Ø The terror outfit Islamic State claimed responsibility for the attacks, but the government blamed the local 

extremist group National Thowheeth Jamaath (NTJ). Colombo has since banned the NTJ and arrested over 
100 people for the blasts.

Ø On the possible involvement of a foreign group, the Army chief said that by looking at the pattern of the 
operation and the places where the suspects had visited, there had to be some outside involvement of some 
leadership.

Ø Asked why the threats were not taken more seriously after information was received from India, he said: 
We had some information and intelligence-sharing; situations and military intelligence on a different 
direction and the others were different and there was a gap that everybody could see today.



Ø Asked why Sri Lanka was targeted, he said: Too much of freedom, too much of peace for the last 10 years. 
People forget what happened for 30 years. People are enjoying peace and they neglected security. He was 
referring to the three-decade civil war with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.



Page 8 : Karnataka limits weight of school bags
Context: 
Ø The Karnataka government issued an order directing all schools in the State, including government, aided 

and unaided institutions, to ensure that the weight of a school bag is not more than 10% of the child’s 
weight.

Details: 
Ø As per the order, a bag of a student in Class 1 or 2 should weigh no more than 2 kg. It can weigh anywhere 

between 2 and 3 kg for students from Class 3 to 5.
Ø The prescribed weight increases progressively, with students in Class 9 and 10 allowed to carry bags in the 

4-5 kg range.
Ø The order also states that students in Classes 1 and 2 should not be given any homework. 
Ø Schools must set a timetable in advance, which will limit the number of books that have to be brought to 

class every day. All classwork should be kept in the school itself, either in files or books.
Ø Managements have been directed to create awareness about the health hazards of lugging heavy school 

bags. The order also says that schools must provide some space in classrooms where students can store 
their notebooks and textbooks.

Ø Another measure to ease the daily load is to make provisions for drinking water facilities so students don’t 
have to carry water bottles in their bags.



Ø Schools have also been directed not to ask students to keep books of more than 100 pages, while the third 
Saturday of every month should be followed as a No School Bag Day. On that day, teachers have to 
engage students without any books or supplementary materials. 

Ø Suggested activities include field visits, general knowledge clubs, art classes, indoor and outdoor games, 
abacus, dance classes, and debates.

Unscientific method
Ø Not all schools have welcomed the move, claiming that the limit on the weight of a school bag was 

assigned without enough evidence. 
Ø General secretary, Associated Managements of Primary and Secondary Schools in Karnataka said we 

object to the unscientific method by which the weight of the bag has been fixed. It has been done without 
any proper research. Practical observation and bags available in the market were not considered. 

Ø The order comes after the Union Ministry for Human Resource Development in October last year directed 
all States to draw up guidelines to reduce the weight of school bags.



Page 8 : Most complex mission ahead: Sivan
Context: 
Ø Chairman of the ISRO said the Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft will be ready for integration with the launch 

vehicle this month.
Details: 
Ø On May 1, the ISRO announced a July 9-July 16 launch window for India’s second moon mission with 

plans to land on the lunar surface on September 6.
Ø The spacecraft has three modules: an orbiter, a lander (Vikram), and a rover (Pragyan). 
Ø Chairman said Chandrayaan-2 was the most complex mission undertaken by the ISRO to date, primarily 

on account of the soft touchdown required at the chosen landing site — near the lunar south pole.
Ø The Moon Impact Probe (MIP) on Chandrayaan-1, by comparison, had not been designed for a soft 

landing.
Safe landing
Ø For a safe landing on the moon, the velocity of the lander — which will detach from the orbiter — has to 

be reduced under right conditions. To achieve that remotely is a very complex operation. 
Ø Chairman also drew attention to the failed Beresheet, a privately funded Israeli mission, where the lander 

crashed on the lunar surface in April. 
Ø The GSLV Mk-III, which will lift the spacecraft, will be carrying its heaviest payload to date — 3.8 

tonnes.



Page 9 : Centre reviews rescue operation in Odisha, Bengal, A.P.
Context: 
Ø The Union Health Ministry decided to postpone the NEET examination in Odisha, which was scheduled 

for May 5, following a request from the State government in view of the ongoing rescue and relief 
operations in the aftermath of Cyclone Fani.

Details: 
Ø The decision was conveyed to the National Crisis Management Committee that reviewed the ongoing 

operations in the cyclone-hit areas of Odisha, West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh.
Ø Odisha officials said there was extensive damage to the telecommunications and power infrastructure in 

Puri, Bhubaneswar and other areas due to the cyclone. 
Ø However, due to advance precautionary measures taken and large-scale evacuation, the loss of human lives 

was minimal.
Ø West Bengal reported mild impact of the cyclone, while Andhra Pradesh recorded heavy rainfall and some 

damage to crops and roads in Srikakulam district.
Ø The Cabinet Secretary directed the Ministry of Power and Department of Telecommunications to 

immediately assist the Odisha government in providing electrical poles, gang workmen and diesel 
generator sets for quick restoration of power supply.

Ø The Railway, which suffered major damages to its infrastructure, has cleared the mainline for starting 
partial operations using diesel-operated locomotives.



Page 9 : UN agency praises India’s timely response
Context: 
Ø The UN agency for disaster reduction has commended the Indian Meteorological Department’s almost 

pinpoint accuracy of early warnings of Cyclone Fani that helped authorities conduct a well-targeted 
evacuation plan and minimise the loss of life.

Details: 
Ø Head of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) said India’s zero casualty approach to 

managing extreme weather events is a major contribution to the implementation of the Sendai 
Framework.

Ø The Sendai Framework is a voluntary and non-binding agreement which recognises that the State has the 
primary role to reduce disaster risk, but that responsibility should be shared with other stakeholders, 
including the local government.

Ø UNISDR also tweeted about the advisory distributed by India’s National Disaster Management Authority 
and local authorities' days before Fani made landfall in an effort to minimise loss of life and injury.



Background Check:
Sendai Framework
Ø It is an international Treaty that was approved by UN member states in March 2015 at the Third World 

Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction held in Sendai, Japan.
Ø It is a voluntary and non-binding treaty which recognizes that the UN member State has the primary 

role to reduce disaster risk.
Ø It has framework for 15-year i.e. 2015 to 2030.
Ø It is successor of the Hyogo Framework for Action (2005–2015), which had been the most encompassing 

international accord on disaster risk reduction.
Ø It calls for sharing the responsibility with other stakeholders including local government, the private sector 

and other stakeholders.
Ø It sets common standards, a comprehensive framework with achievable targets, and a legally-based 

instrument for disaster risk reduction.
Ø It calls for adopting integrated and inclusive institutional measures for preventing vulnerability to disaster, 

increase preparedness for response and recovery and strengthen resilience.



Page 9 : State-owned NewSpace creates a flutter among space startups
Context: 
Ø In early March, the small set of NewSpace entities in the country sat up in disbelief to see a state-run 

company taking birth in that name although it did not fit the standard definition of their league.
Ø On March 6, the Department of Space (DoS) quietly registered its second commercial entity, NewSpace 

India Ltd. (NSIL), in Bengaluru.
Details: 
Ø At the time, the small, new age ventures and startups foraying into the space industry were still coming to 

terms with the news of February 19 that the Union Cabinet had cleared a new business arm for DoS.
Ø Surprise, because DoS already has a commercial venture, Antrix Corporation Limited, which was set up 

in September 1992 to market the products and services of the ISRO.
Ø Officials in the DoS and ISRO have been trying to figure out how exactly Antrix and NSIL would operate 

their respective businesses in the common, niche area.
Ø NSIL has an authorised capital of ₹10 crore and a paid-up capital of ₹1 crore. 
Ø Their roles and responsibilities will be divided. The new company will basically focus on industry 

participation. The official said clarity will emerge as we go forward.



Ø A lot of new business activities are cropping up, such as customer satellites, spinoff technologies, industry 
participation, production partners, ground stations, and satellite data sales.

Ø Some serving and former DoS associates apprehend that NSIL may one day cannibalise Antrix and reduce 
it to an idle shell. They contend that the government may have created NSIL just to erase an eight-year-old 
blot and resultant liabilities associated with Antrix’s cancelled Devas contract. 

Ø The ISRO official, however, ruled out any such eventuality, asserting that Antrix’s expertise, accumulated 
over decades, could not be recreated or transferred overnight.



Background Check: 
Antrix Corporation Limited (ACL)
Ø ACL, Bengaluru is a wholly owned Government of India Company under the administrative control of the 

Department of Space. 
Ø It was incorporated as a private limited company owned by Government of India in September 1992 as a 

Marketing arm of ISRO for promotion and commercial exploitation of space products, technical 
consultancy services and transfer of technologies developed by ISRO. 

Ø Another major objective is to facilitate development of space related industrial capabilities in India.
Ø As the commercial and marketing arm of ISRO, Antrix is engaged in providing Space products 

and services to international customers worldwide. 



Page 10 : More women voted in nine States: EC data
Context: 
Ø If the overall voter turnout in the four phases of the Lok Sabha elections has been higher than in 2014, 

there is one more reason to cheer. According to data released by the Election Commission, women voters 
have outnumbered men in several States and Union Territories.

Details: 
Ø The first phase was conducted in 91 constituencies across 18 States and two Union Territories on April 

11. In nine States, there was a higher women turnout. 
Ø The highest of 52.13% was recorded in Meghalaya where there was a jump of almost 2.5% in the overall 

participation (71.32%) compared with the 2014 election.
Ø Arunachal Pradesh stood second with 52.05% of the polling with a slight improvement in the overall 

electoral participation (77.38%) in comparison with the previous elections. 
Ø Higher women turnout was also noted in Manipur, Chhattisgarh, Mizoram, Odisha, Lakshadweep, Andhra 

Pradesh and Uttarakhand.
Ø More than 53% of the people who voted in Manipur and Puducherry during the second phase on April 18 

were women, while the figure was 50.66% in Tamil Nadu. 
Ø The turnout in Manipur improved by about 6% but there was a decline of 0.77% in Puducherry and 1.65% 

in Tamil Nadu.



Ø The third phase on April 23 also saw a significant jump, the highest — 52.42% of polling — reported 
from Daman & Diu, followed by 52.24% in Kerala. 

Ø In Bihar, Goa and West Bengal also, the turnout was higher than that of men. While there was an increase 
in the overall voting, 1.12% in Bihar and 3.65% in Kerala, it came down by about 6% in Daman & Diu, 
1.88% in Goa and 0.59% in West Bengal.

Ø On April 29, in the fourth round covering 71 parliamentary constituencies across nine States and a part of 
the Anantnag seat in Jammu & Kashmir, a higher women turnout was reported only in Bihar, which saw 
1.73% jump in the overall voting compared to the 2014 polls.



Page 14 : Steering away from diesel
Context: 
Ø On April 25, Maruti Suzuki, India’s top carmaker, announced that it would phase out production of diesel 

models from April 1, 2020, when stricter Bharat Stage VI emission standards come into force. What does 
this mean for the auto industry?

Details: 
Why did Maruti take this decision?
Ø The leading passenger vehicle manufacturer said the enhanced emission standards would make diesel 

engines costlier by up to ₹1.5 lakh, and the acquisition cost of diesel vehicles for consumers would be 
markedly higher than petrol equivalents. 

Ø Given the market dynamics, it would not make business sense for the company to invest in developing 
new diesel engines to meet the BS VI norms. According to Maruti compressed Natural Gas could be a 
replacement for both fuels.

Ø On the consumer side, diesel vehicles are not particularly attractive. The traditional advantage of lower 
operating costs due to a wide gap between expensive petrol and lower cost diesel has narrowed 
significantly. 

Ø Environmentally, diesel is a heavy polluter and is losing ground in leading passenger vehicle markets 
such as the European Union. 

Ø The rigging of emissions data by Volkswagen to show lower levels of nitrogen oxides accelerated the 
move away from diesel. Even in Germany, which is a leading maker of diesel cars, cities want to ban them.



Why is the move significant?
Ø India has a growing vehicle-to-population ratio, although it is still lower than several other big countries. 
Ø While Maruti’s is a business decision, policy decisions on emission norms will steer the industry, and are 

therefore critical to improving air quality.
Ø As per the IQAir AirVisual World Air Quality Report for 2018, based on fine particulate matter 

(PM2.5) that penetrates the lungs and bloodstream, the ambient air quality has deteriorated so badly that 15 
Indian cities led by Gurugram are among the 20 most polluted cities globally.

Ø Transport emissions, particularly from diesel, are a major contributor.
Ø After the decontrol of diesel pricing about five years ago, the share of diesel models in car sales has 

dropped from nearly 43% in 2012-13 to 23% at the end of 2018.
What is diesel’s pollution profile?
Ø The Auto Fuel Vision and Policy 2025 published by the erstwhile Planning Commission pointed out that 

sulphur in diesel is a contributor to particulate matter both in the vehicular exhaust and in the atmosphere. 
Ø Sulphur is found in petrol too, but for comparison, it was 2,000 parts per million (ppm) in petrol before 

introduction of standards in 2000, but in diesel it was 10,000 parts per million (ppm) in 1996. 
Ø Sulphur content was reduced with each phase of upgradation of emission standards to touch 50 ppm under 

BS IV. In BS VI, which is already dispensed in Delhi, it is 10 ppm.



Ø Sulphur plays a key role since higher concentrations have an impact on technologies for control of other 
pollutants in the emissions, such as carbon monoxide, particulates, oxides of nitrogen and hydrocarbons.

Ø The importance of cleaner diesel was studied in Karnataka, and data show that adoption of Bharat IV 
diesel in 2015 had an impact on the sulphur dioxide (SO2) concentrations. The sulphur content of diesel 
changed from 350 ppm to 50 ppm. 

Ø There was a 25% drop in nitrogen dioxide (NO2) concentrations too, which could also be linked to change 
in the fuel quality. But such gains were neutralised by traffic growth. 

Ø The rise in larger PM10 concentrations by 50%, was linked to growing numbers of vehicles and dust 
resuspension, besides construction activity.

Ø Even with cleaner fuel, increase in vehicle numbers, especially those running on diesel cut into the gains. It 
was witnessed in Delhi, where, despite a shift of buses and autorickshaws to CNG during 1998-2002, the 
air quality gains were soon lost to explosive motorisation.

Ø Within the transport sector, more than 70% of PM2.5 emissions were found to originate from a small 
fraction of diesel-powered vehicles. Also an estimated 200 million litres of diesel are used by diesel 
generator sets in the city annually.

Ø Data for Delhi from 2011 led researchers to conclude that on-road commuters are exposed to 1.5 times the 
average ambient concentrations. 



Ø Automotive emissions add to the pollution burden imposed by manufacturing and construction activity, 
power plants, biomass burning for cooking and heating, and incineration of farm residues and garbage.

How can eliminating diesel improve health?
Ø Air pollution is a leading contributor to non-communicable diseases and accounts for many premature 

deaths. The World Health Organisation describes diesel exhaust as an occupational cancer-causing agent.
Ø In India, the Global Burden of Disease Study 2017 attributed 8% of the disease burden, and 11% of 

premature deaths in people below 70 years of age to air pollution.
Ø An assessment by researchers published by The Lancet Planetary Health in December 2018 said most 

Indian States, particularly those in north India, and 77% of the country’s population were exposed to an 
annual population-weighted mean (fine particulate matter), PM2·5.

Ø It is greater than the 40 microgrammes per cubic metre of air limit recommended by the National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards.

Ø Even with a reduction in the sulphur content in BS VI fuels, the health effects of lower emissions would be 
lost due to a growing number of vehicles. 

Ø The best scenario to reduce PM2.5 exposure in India is, therefore, not just shifting to BS VI fuels but 
bringing about a reduction in use of private vehicles through augmented public transport and promoting 
alternative fuels including the use of electric vehicles.



Ø In Europe, trucks and buses were already running on diesel, and industries and governments promoted its 
use in cars, giving petrol a lesser profile. Car makers produced newer diesel engines and promoted them 
citing lower CO2 emissions compared to petrol equivalents.

Ø India has slowly moved towards stricter regulation through mass emission norms for vehicles. 
Ø The first standards came into force in 1991 for petrol vehicles, and a year later, for diesel vehicles. 
Ø Based on Supreme Court orders of 1999, the Central government notified the Bharat Stage II norms for 

the National Capital Region and Bharat Stage I for the rest of India, from 2000. 
Ø After transitioning over the years to BS III and BS IV, BS VI (the equivalent of Euro VI) standard will 

cover vehicles manufactured on or after April 1, 2020. (BS V has been skipped altogether.) Its 10 ppm 
sulphur standard will be less polluting, since the current level is 50 ppm.



Background Check: 
Bharat Stage Norms
Ø Bharat stage norms are emission standards instituted by Government to regulate output of air pollutants 

from internal combustion engine equipment, including motor vehicles.
Ø The standards and timeline for implementation are set by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) under 

Ministry of Environment & Forests and climate change.
Ø The standards are based on European regulations and were first introduced in 2000.
Ø Since then, various stages Bharat Stage compatible fuel and ungraded and modified vehicles were 

introduced throughout the country.
Ø The harmful emissions that are identified for regulations in different Bharat Stages (BS) are carbon 

monoxide (CO), unburnt hydrocarbons (HC), Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) and Particulate matter (PM).
Ø Each stage specifies a certain limit on the pollutants released, Higher the Bharat Stage goes lesser it emits 

pollutants. 
Ø BS-I, BS-II and BS-III stages were launched in 2000, 2005 and 2010, respectively.
BS VI Norms:
Ø The BS-IV compliant fuels have Sulphur concentration of 50 parts per million (ppm).
Ø It will come down to 10 ppm in BS-VI compliant fuels and auto engines. It will result in lower level of 

harmful emissions and reduced incidence of lung diseases.
Ø Moreover, switch to BS-VI norms will also reduce concentration of CO, unburnt HC, NOx and PM from 

emissions.



Background Check: 
National Air Quality Index:
Ø This index is launched under Swacch Bharat Abhiyan in 2014
Ø Its aim is one number- one colour-one description for the common man to judge the air quality within his 

vicinity Air quality is declared in 6 categories.
Ø Index considers eight pollutants i.e. PM10, PM2.5, NO2, SO2, CO, O3, NH3, and Pb for which short-

term (up to 24-hourly averaging period) National Ambient Air Quality Standards are prescribed



Page 14 : Points of conflict
Context:
Ø On April 26, the Supreme Court directed the RBI to disclose to the public the names of wilful defaulters on 

loans and other information gathered by the central bank during its annual inspection of commercial banks. 
Ø The RBI and the Supreme Court have been at loggerheads over this issue for a while now, with the central 

bank repeatedly refusing to obey the orders of the Supreme Court.
What did the RBI do?
Ø In January 2016, the RBI refused to comply with demands made by activists under the Right to 

Information Act (RTI) to disclose copies of the annual inspection reports on banks such as the State Bank 
of India, Axis Bank, and ICICI Bank despite orders from the Supreme Court. 

Ø The RBI also refused to provide information regarding the derivative losses suffered by banks and the 
fines imposed on banks by the RBI for violating various norms. 

Ø The Supreme Court has this time around given the RBI a last opportunity to abide by its orders or face 
serious penal action. 

Ø The disclosure of information about banks, however, is not the only point of conflict between two of the 
nation’s powerful institutions. 

Ø In early April, the Supreme Court quashed the RBI’s circular issued on February 12, 2018 which directed 
banks to resolve their troubled loans within a period of 180 days. If banks failed to resolve their bad loans 
within the given deadline, the bad loan cases would be sent to bankruptcy courts.



Why does it matter?
Ø The outcome of the battle between the RBI and the Supreme Court will determine the amount of 

information related to banks that will be made available to the public. 
Ø Supporters of the Supreme Court’s position believe that greater transparency will allow the general public 

and investors in public and private sector banks to make better decisions with their money. They point to 
the problem of wilful defaults that has been plaguing banks. 

Ø According to data gathered by TransUnion CIBIL, the amount of wilful defaults has risen by four times in 
the last five years from ₹39,504 crore at the end of March 2014 to ₹1,61,213 crore at the end of December 
2018. 

Ø At the same time, the number of wilful defaulters has doubled over the same period. State Bank of India, 
the largest public sector bank, has suffered the largest amount of wilful defaults among all banks.

Ø The disclosure of the names of wilful defaulters to the public, many believe, will help bring about better 
credit discipline in the country by exposing problems brewing within banks sooner rather than later. 

Ø The RBI, on its part, has argued that the disclosure of auditing information related to banks can lead to the 
exposure of sensitive information that may not be in the commercial interest of banks or even in the 
interest of the wider economy. 

Ø The RBI also seems to believe that releasing information about defaulters can unfairly shame borrowers 
who may genuinely not be able to pay back their loans due to various financial difficulties. Such shaming 
could have the unintended consequence of impeding genuine business activity in the economy. 



What lies ahead?
Ø It is hard to predict what will happen next in this battle. The Supreme Court may begin contempt 

proceedings against the RBI if it chooses to disobey its latest order, but the impact this will have on the 
RBI’s freedom remains to be seen. 

Ø The RBI has chosen not to obey orders coming from the Supreme Court in the past, including previous 
proceedings of contempt against it. 

Ø If the RBI is forced to abide by the Supreme Court order, it will certainly increase publicly available 
information on banks. Greater transparency will also help make the RBI more accountable. 

Ø If there are legitimate reasons for banks and the RBI to withhold certain information from the public 
domain, however, the forced disclosure of information following the Supreme Court’s order may lead to 
various unintended consequences both within the financial sector and the broader economy. 

Ø The RBI, for instance, may choose to not include in its annual inspection reports certain sensitive 
information about banks that it feels shouldn’t be in the public domain.



Page 9 : Farmers worried PepsiCo-govt. talks will dilute their rights
Context: 
Ø In the wake of PepsiCo withdrawing its cases against Gujarat potato growers, farmers groups are still 

worried about the dilution of their rights by the State and Central governments.
Details: 
Ø Sources say that the company was given an assurance for a long-term amicable settlement regarding its 

seed-protection concerns.
Ø Some reports have also suggested that the State government agreed to persuade farmers to join the 

company’s contract farming programme and not to grow its registered variety without permission.
Ø President of Bharatiya Kisan Sangh said when the law allows farmers to grow any variety of crop that they 

want, why should the Gujarat government persuade the farmers otherwise? 
Ø The Gujarat government denied being party to any such deal. The PepsiCo executives only came to meet 

the Chief secretary in Ahmedabad and apprise us of their decision to withdraw the cases unconditionally. 
Ø State’s Agriculture Director said that the law allows farmers to grow whatever they want.
Ø Meanwhile, at the Central level, the Protection of Plant Variety and Farmers Rights Authority is 

considering an extension of the period of protection for registered varieties, which farmers fear will dilute 
their rights. 

Ø In its October 2018 meeting, the authority considered a proposal to increase the protection period for field 
crops from 15 years to 20 years, and for trees and vines from 18 years to 25 years.



Page 14 : Chips at stake in the PepsiCo-farmers fight
Context:
Ø A David versus Goliath story has played out in Gujarat over the last month, with food and beverages giant 

PepsiCo dragging potato farmers to court for allegedly growing its registered potato variety used to make 
Lays chips. 

Ø Four small farmers were sued ₹1.05 crore each, although they cite a law allowing them to grow and sell 
even registered plant varieties. 

Ø Faced with growing social media outrage, boycott calls from farmers groups and condemnation from 
major political parties, the company finally agreed to withdraw cases after talks with the Gujarat 
government.

When was the variety introduced?
Ø PepsiCo introduced, in 2009, the FC5 variety of potato that it uses to make its popular Lays potato chips to 

India. 
Ø The potato variety is grown by approximately 12,000 farmers who are a part of the company’s 

collaborative farming programme, wherein the company sells seeds to farmers and has an exclusive 
contract to buy back their produce. 

Ø In 2016, the company registered the variety under the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights 
Act, 2001 (PPV&FRA).



Ø Finding that farmers who were not part of its collaborative farming programme were also growing and 
selling potatoes of this variety in Gujarat, PepsiCo filed rights infringement cases under the Act against 
some farmers.

Ø Farmers allege that the company hired a private detective agency to pose as potential buyers, take secret 
video footage and collect samples from farmers’ fields without disclosing its real intent.

What is the farmers’ stand?
Ø The ₹4.2 crore lawsuit against four small farmers was heard by an Ahmedabad commercial court on April 

9, and an ex-parte injunction ordered against the farmers. 
Ø However, farmers’ rights groups across the country began a campaign against PepsiCo, requesting the 

Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Authority to intervene in the case and bear the farmers’ 
legal costs using the National Gene Fund. 

Ø At the April 26 hearing, the company offered an out-of-court settlement to the farmers on the condition 
that they give an undertaking not to grow the registered variety and surrender existing stocks or to join its 
collaborative farming programme.

Ø On April 27, the Gujarat government announced that it would back the farmers and join the legal case on 
their behalf, although it later indicated it was working toward an out-of-court settlement. 

Ø Finally, on May 2, PepsiCo agreed to withdraw all nine cases after discussions with the government.



What is the legal basis for the suit?
Ø Both PepsiCo and the farmers cite the same Act to support their opposing positions. 
Ø The PPV&FRA was enacted in 2001 to comply with the World Trade Organisation’s Agreement on 

Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS).
Ø PepsiCo based its suits on Section 64 of the Act dealing with infringements of the registered breeder’s 

rights and subsequent penalties. 
Ø The farmers’ legal case depended on Section 39 of the Act, which allows the cultivator to save, use, sow, 

resow, exchange, share or sell his farm produce including seed of a variety protected under this Act with 
the sole exception of branded seed. 

Ø As this section begins with the words Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, farmers claim their 
rights have precedence.

What happens next?
Ø While farmers have claimed victory, they also demanded an apology from PepsiCo and plan to sue for 

compensation for harassment by the company. 
Ø They are also wary of any future government-facilitated negotiations on seed protection and the rights of 

breeders. 
Ø PepsiCo's decision to withdraw the cases was backed by an assurance from the government for a long-term 

amicable settlement.



Background Check: 
The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS):
Ø The Agreement on TRIPS is an international legal agreement between all the member nations of the World 

Trade Organization (WTO).
Ø It sets down minimum standards for the regulation by national governments of many forms of intellectual 

property (IP) as applied to nationals of other WTO member nations.
Ø TRIPS was negotiated at the end of the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 

Trade (GATT) in 1994 and is administered by the WTO.
Ø The TRIPS agreement introduced intellectual property law into the international trading system for the first 

time and remains the most comprehensive international agreement on intellectual property to date. 
Ø In 2001, developing countries, concerned that developed countries were insisting on an overly narrow 

reading of TRIPS, initiated a round of talks that resulted in the Doha Declaration.
Ø The Doha declaration is a WTO statement that clarifies the scope of TRIPS, stating for example that 

TRIPS can and should be interpreted in light of the goal to promote access to medicines for all.
Ø Specifically, TRIPS requires WTO members to provide copyright rights, covering content producers 

including performers, producers of sound recordings and broadcasting organizations; geographical 
indications, including appellations of origin; industrial designs; integrated circuit layout-
designs; patents; new plant varieties; trademarks; trade dress; and undisclosed or confidential information.



Ø India has ratified the Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) of the WTO and the instrument of 
Acceptance for Trade Facilitation Agreement was handed over to WTO Director-General by India on April 
22, 2016.

Ø India is the 76th WTO member to accept the TFA.
Ø TFA sets out measures for effective cooperation between customs and other appropriate authorities on 

trade facilitation and customs compliance issues.
What is TRIPS Plus?
Ø TRIPs Plus are higher level of protection norms demanded by the developed countries that are not 

prescribed by the WTO’s TRIPs regime. 
Ø Although they are named as TRIPS-Plus, they are not formally related to TRIPs. Rather, the term is used to 

indicate that these requirements go beyond the minimum standards imposed by TRIPs. 
Ø Many developing countries who are members of FTAs are under pressure to enact these tougher conditions 

in their patent laws.
Ø The developing countries have concerns over the higher level of protection demanded by the developed 

world. 
Ø They fear that once such levels of protection are given multilaterally, it will reduce competition and may 

led to price rise of medicines, affecting health security in poor countries.



Page 15 : Why is northeast India drying up rapidly?
Context: 
Ø Northeast India, one of the wettest places on the Earth has been experiencing rapid drying, especially in 

the last 30 years. Some places which used to get as high as 3,000 mm of rain during the monsoon season 
have seen a drop of about 25-30%.

Details: 
Ø A team of researchers from the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune, and Assam University set 

out to understand whether this decline is caused by anthropogenic activity or is it part of natural changes.
Ø The results show that the decreasing monsoon rainfall is associated with natural changes in the subtropical 

Pacific Ocean.
Pattern of fluctuations:
Ø The researchers found that changes in the Pacific decadal oscillation (PDO) — a pattern of fluctuations in 

the ocean, particularly over the north Pacific basin — are mainly associated with this declined rainfall. 
Ø Just like El Nino/La Nina in the tropical Pacific, PDO has a signature for a longer time (on the decadal 

scale) in the sea surface temperatures and its interaction with the atmosphere, which in turn affects the 
northeast Indian summer monsoon.



Natural and manmade
Ø The team used observed rainfall and sea surface temperature data for the period 1901-2014 for the study. 
Ø The results show out that the reduction in rainfall during a major part of the last 114 years may be 

associated with global man-made factors, while the trend during the last 36 years is associated with natural 
phenomena.

Ø Only about 7% of the rainfall in this region is associated with local moisture recycling, which means that 
anthropogenic activities can affect only this small percentage. 

Ø So they concluded that the recent rapid drying is a part of interdecadal variability of monsoonal rainfall 
which is strongly associated with the PDO.

Ø Previous studies have found that a dry spell may be preceded by a wet spell, so the researchers warn that 
change in land cover and deforestation could potentially result in more natural disasters, for example, flash 
flood, landslides from torrential rains, and damage to crops and biodiversity.

Ø Policymakers should take these long-term predictions into account while planning construction of dams, 
power plants, etc. to prevent loss of property.



Background Check: 
Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO) and El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO):
Ø The PDO is a long-lived El Niño-like pattern of Pacific climate variability. 
Ø Both PDO and ENSO have similar spatial climate fingerprints, yet the major difference is that PDO 

persists for 20-30 years while the typical ENSO persists for 6 to 18 months.
Ø The primary climatic fingerprints of the PDO are most visible in the North Pacific/North American sector, 

while secondary signatures exist in the tropics. 
Ø On the contrary, the primary climatic fingerprints of the ENSO are visible in tropics while secondary are 

visible in North Pacific/North American sector. 
Ø The PDO has two cycles, viz. Cold Cycle and Warm Cycle, very much similar to La Nina and El Nino of 

the ENSO cycle. 
Ø Major changes in northeast Pacific marine ecosystems have been correlated with phase changes in the 

PDO. 
Ø Warm PDO eras have seen enhanced coastal ocean biological productivity in Alaska and inhibited 

productivity off the west coast of the contiguous United States.
Ø Cold PDO eras have seen the opposite north-south pattern of marine ecosystem productivity.



Reasons: 
Ø PDO is under studies. Causes for the PDO are not currently known. Potential predictability for this climate 

oscillation are also not known. 
Influences:
Ø The PDO has a major influence on Alaskan and for those matter global temperatures. The positive phase 

favors more El Ninos and a stronger Aleutian low and warm water in the north Pacific off the Alaskan 
coast. 

Ø The negative phase more La Ninas and cold eastern Gulf of Alaska waters.
Ø Note the strong similarity of the positive phase with El Nino and the negative with La Nina.
Ø PDO is responsible for bringing colder surface water temperatures and thus beginning the overall cooling 

effect in recent times in Alaska.
Ø This oscillation has brought a weakening of the ‘Aleutian Low’, the breeding ground for storms that end 

up regulating weather systems in the rest of the 48 states. With a less active Aleutian Low, cold winter 
storms have been sticking around Alaska longer and keeping the temperatures chilly.



Page 15 : IIT Delhi 3D prints human skin
Context: 
Ø Researchers at the IIT Delhi have successfully 3D bioprinted human skin models that have certain 

anatomically relevant structural, mechanical and biochemical features like native human skin. 
Details: 
Ø The bioprinted skin model will have wide applications in testing cosmetics. It can also reduce and 

probably even replace testing on animals.
Ø It can also be used for testing dermatology drugs on human skin and at a future date even help in testing 

drugs for personalised medicine.
Testing on animals
Ø The European Commission has prohibited testing finished cosmetic products and cosmetic ingredients on 

animals. It even prohibits marketing of finished cosmetic products and ingredients in the European Union.
Ø The skin is composed of two important layers — the inner dermis (made of fibroblasts) and the outer 

epidermis (keratinocytes, melanocytes). 
Ø The junction between the two layers is not flat but is undulatory or wavy. The undulatory morphology is 

important as it provides biochemical cues and mechanical support to the epidermis layer, provides 
structural stability to the skin by making the two layers adhere to each other, and not allow cells to cross 
the junction.

Ø The undulatory junction was designed using 3D CAD and 10 layers of dermis were constructed through 
bioprinting followed by eight layers of epidermis. 



Ø Researchers designed the pattern so that both layers fit, and the interface had a wavy pattern. Silk bioink 
mixed with fibroblasts was used for growing the dermis, while bioink mixed with keratinocytes and 
melanocytes was used for growing the epidermis.

No shrinkage
Ø The bioprinted skin also retained the original dimension without any shrinkage for up to three weeks. 

Traditionally, collagen used for developing skin constructs start shrinking within a few weeks thus 
affecting the morphology. Testing on such skin constructs therefore cannot be carried out beyond one 
week.

Ø The bioink containing the cells are deposited in a criss-cross pattern leaving gaps in between. The 
keratinocytes in the epidermis were seen migrating and filling the pores. This type of migration, which was 
very clear and striking, and cellular self-assembly recapitulate wound healing-like situation in native skin.

Ø The keratinocytes in the epidermis differentiate and form into four distinct layers. The researchers studied 
three proteins — fibronectin, cytokeratin 1 and 14 — that are biomarkers of keratinocyte differentiation. 
They are produced in the bioprinted skin though the amount was comparatively less than native skin.

Ø Most importantly, gene and protein expression analysis showed 60% similarity in gene expression between 
bioprinted and native skin. 

Ø The researchers identified 56 proteins expressed in bioprinted skin which play an important role in skin 
development, extracellular matrix organisation and keratinocyte differentiation.



Page 15 : IIT Kanpur identifies novel molecule to control hyper inflammation
Context: 
Ø Researchers at the IIT Kanpur have identified and characterised a novel small protein molecule that can 

effectively control inflammation leading to better treatment outcomes. 
Ø In contrast, inflammation control by molecules that are undergoing clinical trials may not be optimal due to 

inherent drawbacks. 
Details: 
Hyper inflammation
Ø While some amount of inflammation at the site of infection is required for effective clearance of 

pathogens, too much inflammation compromises pathogen-clearing ability. 
Ø Hyper inflammation also destroys the tissues surrounding the inflamed area leading to inflammation 

disorders such as sepsis, inflammatory bowel syndrome, rheumatoid arthritis and psoriasis.
Ø A small protein (C5a) that is a part of the innate immunity (immediate defence against pathogens that 

have never been encountered before) gets activated when a pathogen enters the body. 
Ø The C5a protein then binds to a receptor (C5aR1) found on the surface of certain cells such as 

macrophages and neutrophils to begin the process of inflammation and pathogen clearance.
Ø Neutrophiles are already present in the body and circulate in the blood. Once the small protein binds to the 

C5aR1 receptor found on neutrophils, there is increased migration towards the site of infection leading to 
hyper inflammation. 



Ø At the same time, binding of the small protein to the receptor on macrophages reduces the amount of a pro-
inflammatory cytokine called interleukin-6 (IL-6) that is released, which is desirable to overcome 
inflammatory symptoms.

Ø Therapeutic agents now undergoing clinical testing prevent the C5a protein from binding to the receptor 
found on neutrophils leading to reduced migration of neutrophils to the site of infection. 

Ø Hyper inflammation is thus prevented. However, it has the opposite effect on interleukin-6 release. 
Ø Unlike the C5a protein, the drug candidate molecules do not reduce the amount of IL-6 being released 

thereby causing more inflammation.
Role of IL-6
Ø There is more inflammation when the amount of IL-6 at the site of infection is more. So it is desirable to 

reduce the amount of IL-6 being released to overcome the inflammatory symptoms. 
Ø The small protein molecule identified by researchers addresses the shortcomings seen with the drug 

molecules now undergoing clinical testing. 
Ø The drug molecule that the team used for this study is already known to bind to the C5aR1 receptor. But its 

effects were not characterised in term of IL-6 release and neutrophil migration.



Ø Researchers said our peptide molecule binds to the C5aR1 receptor found on neutrophils and reduces their 
migration to the site of infection. 

Ø The molecule only reduces and not blocks neutrophil migration. There should be enough inflammation at 
the infection site to clear the pathogens, says researchers.

Ø The peptide molecule identified by the team is smaller than the C5a protein so the binding to the receptor 
is weak. 

Ø Future work would be to increase the strength of binding by improving the molecule so that less 
concentration is needed.



Page 15 : Robot from IIT Madras checks pipelines for leakage
Context: 
Ø At a time when water scarcity pervades many urban centres, it is important to ensure that water being 

transported through pipes is not lost through leakages. 
Ø To address this issue, researchers from IIT Madras have developed a robot (Named Endobot) to check 

pipelines for leaks and other faults. 
Details: 
Ø Quite often, pipes that transport water suffer from low maintenance and neglect which causes them to 

develop leakages. These often go unnoticed except when the water seeps to the surface. 
Ø Periodically, water pipelines are dug up, and this may bring leaks to notice, but this is left to chance and is 

a costly process at best. Water is also lost through connections that have not been sanctioned officially. 
Ø Endobot is presented as a solution that can identify these faults and stealthy connections, at a low cost.
Ø The electrically-powered robot looks like a small tank, runs within the pipe on four wheels connected 

using a conveyor belt. It is tethered to the entry point outside the pipe. 
Ø This construction allows it to run over tough terrain within the pipe without stalling. Endobot is about 6 

inches high and can study any pipe having a diameter more than 8 inches. 
Ø Since water pipes typically have an inner diameter of at least 15 inches, it suits the purpose well.



Ø As the robot, which is electrically powered, runs through the pipes at about 15 cm per second, it captures 
videos and transmits a live feed to the base at the entry point. It also uses laser-based techniques to 
examine the pipes as it moves.

Additional sensors
Ø Any technology goes through phases of development and Endobot is no exception. As a next step, 

researchers plan to add more sensors - ultrasonic and electromagnetic - which can help them find out 
whether the pipes develop corrosion or cracks on the outer side.

Ø Recently, the Indian government and corporations and municipalities are increasingly looking at 
outsourcing operation and management of water resources to private players, and we are in a sort of 
Goldilocks zone, says the team.



Page 13 : Advanced economies’ idle savings can be diverted to Asia
Context: 
Ø India suggested that funds from the idle savings pools of advanced economies could be funnelled to 

developing countries in Asia, where consumption is rising.
Details: 
Ø India’s Economic Affairs Secretary said such funds lie in pensions and insurance pools and in sovereign 

wealth funds and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) could play a role in channelising the money to 
emerging markets.

Ø Addressing the business session of the 52nd Annual Meeting of the ADB, India’s Economic Affairs 
Secretary, said: Advanced economies are seeing stagnant consumption and they have much larger savings 
pools than their investment requirement. 

Ø If we can ensure flow of funds from advanced economies to the emerging market and developing 
economies, we would succeed in not only keeping global growth sustained high but also make significant 
dent on poverty and infrastructure services debt.

Ø Pointing out that private investment in infrastructure and human capital improvement will not flow unless 
projects are derisked with guarantees and structured support, he said: In this respect, we don’t think the 
recommendation of Eminent Persons Group report of G20 to do away with direct funding by multilateral 
development banks (MDBs) and replace these by derisking instruments is right.



Ø He argued that MDBs should be fully engaged and enhance their direct support. The ADB can help 
develop private sector initiatives by investing more through equity and infrastructure trusts.

Ø Urging the ADB to expand its social sector engagements in countries like India, he said: For the last 52 
years, ADB has helped developing market countries in building infrastructure and reducing extreme 
poverty. It’s high time it helped them strengthen their human capital and develop social safety nets.

Ø In what can be construed as a critique of the ADB over its strict environmental and social safeguards in 
assessing projects, he cautioned that the bank should ensure that its policy prescriptions are rooted in 
ground realities and do not deter the developmental aspirations of the borrowing countries.



Page 13 : Indian students completing master’s in U.S. stand better chance to get H-1B 
visas
Context: 
Ø Under the new visa regime in the U.S., which kicked off in April, foreign students who complete their 

master’s or any higher degree from American universities will have a better chance of obtaining H-IB 
visas, say immigration experts based in the U.S.

Details: 
Ø The master’s cap of 20,000 visas is available only to applicants with a master’s or a higher degree from 

nationally-accredited public or not-for-profit educational institution in the U.S.
Ø As per the changed policy, a lottery for 65,000 visas will be held first with both bachelor’s and advanced 

degree holders eligible for selection. Once the regular cap is filled, the master’s cap, restricted only to 
those with advanced degrees, will be held.

Ø Earlier, 20,000 applicants with advanced degrees would have moved out of the system by the time the 
regular lottery was conducted, giving other applicants a better shot at selection. 

Ø Now, there would be more such applicants in the regular draw, which obviously results in a disadvantage 
for those applying with just a bachelor’s degree.

Ø Given the challenges facing the H-1B programme at present, any proposal to prioritise students who study 
in the United States would represent a very positive development for Indians, who account for around 20% 
of all international students in the country.



Eligibility unchanged
Ø The eligibility requirements for students remain unchanged. Yet, with a bigger pool of master’s and 

advanced degree holders participating in the draw, those planning to apply for an H-1B after a bachelor’s 
degree will be at a disadvantage. 

Ø Facing significantly higher rejections and Requests for Evidence (RFEs), Indian IT companies have 
already begun ramping up hiring in the U.S. but are hampered by the small size of the talent pool in that 
country.

Ø This change shrinks the pool of visas available to Bachelor’s degree holders and will make it tougher for 
Indian IT workers to work in the U.S.

Ø Explaining why inexperienced Indian students may be granted H-1B visas and not skilled Indian tech 
workers, experts said the policy change, which aims at prioritising master’s degree holders for the H-1B 
visa, seems to be a step towards this objective. 

Ø Since Indian IT workers rarely opt for advanced U.S. degrees, this move aims to rank a U.S. degree above 
skills or valuable work experience gained in a foreign country like India or Vietnam.

Ø Increasing restrictions on the H-1B, for example, on a spouse’s right to work and on the threshold salary, 
could still impact Indians who meet the U.S. study requirements.

Ø As a result of this uncertainty, we are seeing an increasing number of people seeking alternative 
immigration solutions. This includes L1 visas, an E-2 visa coupled with citizenship of Grenada, and the 
EB-5 investor visa, which is the fastest route to a Green Card.


