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ANSWERS FOR MCQs ON 6th May
Question 1) Answer: (d)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
• It will be ISRO’s first inter-planetary mission to land rover on any celestial body.
Statement 2 is correct
• Chandrayaan-2 is India's second lunar exploration mission after Chandrayaan-1. 
• It is developed by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).
• The mission is planned to be launched to the Moon by a Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark 

III (GSLV Mk III). 
Statement 3 is correct
• Chandrayaan-2 mission is a totally indigenous venture comprising of an orbiter, a lander (Vikram), and a 

rover (Pragyan). .



Question 2) Answer: (d)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
• It is a voluntary and non-binding treaty which recognizes that the UN member State has the primary role to 

reduce disaster risk.
Statement 2 is correct
• It is an international Treaty that was approved by UN member states in March 2015 at the Third World 

Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction held in Sendai, Japan.
Statement 3 is correct
• It is successor of the Hyogo Framework for Action (2005–2015), which had been the most encompassing 

international accord on disaster risk reduction.



Question 3) Answer: (c)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
• Bharat stage norms are emission standards instituted by Government to regulate output of air pollutants 

from internal combustion engine equipment, including motor vehicles.
Statement 2 is incorrect
• The standards are based on European regulations and were first introduced in 2000.
Statement 3 is correct
• The BS-IV compliant fuels have Sulphur concentration of 50 parts per million (ppm).
• It will come down to 10 ppm in BS-VI compliant fuels and auto engines. It will result in lower level of 

harmful emissions and reduced incidence of lung diseases.



Question 4) Answer: (d)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
• The PDO is a long-lived El Niño-like pattern of Pacific climate variability. 
• Both PDO and ENSO have similar spatial climate fingerprints, yet the major difference is that PDO 

persists for 20-30 years while the typical ENSO persists for 6 to 18 months.
Statement 2 is correct
• The researchers found that changes in the Pacific decadal oscillation (PDO) — a pattern of fluctuations in 

the ocean, particularly over the north Pacific basin — are mainly associated with the declined rainfall in 
Northeast India. 

Statement 3 is correct
• The PDO has two cycles, viz. Cold Cycle and Warm Cycle, very much similar to La Nina and El Nino of 

the ENSO cycle. 



Question 5) Answer: (a)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
• IEPF Authority has been set up as a statutory body under Companies Act 2013 to administer the IEPF with 

the objective of promoting Investor’s Education, Awareness and Protection.
Statement 2 is incorrect
• It is a fund set up under the Ministry of Corporate Affairs to help promote investor awareness and 

protection of investor interests.



Question 1) Consider the following statements with regards to Sovereign Gold Bond:

1. The tenor of SGB bonds is 5 years with provision of premature cancellation after 2 years on interest 
payment dates.

2. The bonds can be used as collateral for loans and loan-to-value ratio is set equal to ordinary gold loan 
mandated by RBI.

3. Individual investing in these bonds are exempted from capital gains tax arising on redemption of SGB.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above



Question 2) Consider the following statements:

1. Maternal mortality Rate (MMR) refers to number of women who die as a result of pregnancy and 
childbirth complications per 10,000 live births in a given year. 

2. Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) refers to the deaths of infants under age of one year per 1,000 live births. 
3. A Total Fertility Rate of 2.1 is considered to be a Replacement Rate, i.e. the rate at which a given 

population is able to produce enough offspring to to replace itself.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above



Question 3) Consider the following statements:

1. The government holds a 100 per cent stake in the National Bank for Agriculture & Rural Development 
(NABARD).

2. The government holds a 100 per cent stake in National Housing Bank (NHB).
3. NABARD serves as an apex financing agency for the institutions providing investment and production 

credit for promoting the various developmental activities in rural areas.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above



Question 4) Consider the following statements with regards to The Pre-conception & Pre-natal Diagnostics 
Techniques (PC & PNDT) Act, 1994: 

1. The main purpose of the Act is to ban the use of sex selection and misuse of pre-natal diagnostic 
technique for sex selective abortions and to regulate such techniques.

2. Recently, the Supreme Court has upheld provisions in the PC & PNDT act which criminalises non-
maintenance of medical records by obstetricians and gynaecologists.

3. The Act provides for the prohibition of sex selection, before or after conception.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above



Question 5) Consider the following Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs):

1. Non-Banking Financial Company-Infrastructure Finance Company (NBFC-IFC).
2. Core Investment Company (CIC).
3. Infrastructure Debt Fund-Non-banking Financial Company (IDF-NBFC).
4. NBFCs under liquidation.

Which of the above NBFCs are excluded from the ambit of the Ombudsman Scheme for NBFCs?
a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 2, 3 and 4 only
c) 1, 3 and 4 only
d) All of the above
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Page 13 : Mastercard to invest $1 billion in India over five years
Page 13 : RBI raises cap on home loans by SFBs, RRBs
Page 13 : U.S. can’t ensure cheaper oil for India, says Ross
Page 13 : Discom debt to return to pre-UDAY levels
Page 18 : Scientists carry out genetic study on people of Lakshadweep Islands



Page 13 : Mastercard to invest $1 billion in India over five years
Ø Mastercard announced a $1 billion investment in India over the next five years aimed at converting India 

into a vital node in the company’s infrastructure, and to continue business expansion.
Ø Co-president, Asia Pacific at Mastercard, said what is interesting in this investment is that roughly $300 

million is going to go into an investment where India will become a part of our global technology nodes of 
our network.

Previous investment
Ø Mastercard has previously invested $1 billion in India over the last five years which have resulted in 

several acquisitions, increased employment in the India offices, and improvements in technology 
development capabilities. 

Ø Co-president said If you look at 2014, our presence in India was only 30-odd people, which was largely 
focussed on banks in India for our sales and distribution effort.

Ø He said, today, 14% of our global workforce is based in India and we are developing significant 
technology capabilities out of India through our technology hubs in Pune and Vadodara.



Page 13 : RBI raises cap on home loans by SFBs, RRBs
Ø The RBI has increased the eligibility cap on home loans extended by regional rural banks and small 

finance banks to ₹35 lakh in metropolitan areas and ₹25 lakh in other centres, provided the overall cost of 
the dwelling unit in the metropolitan centres and other centres does not exceed ₹45 lakh and ₹30 lakh.

Ø All such loans will be now classified by these banks as priority sector loans.
Ø In addition, the existing family income limit of ₹2 lakh per annum to be eligible for loans for housing 

projects exclusively for construction of houses for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) and Low Income 
Groups (LIG), is revised to ₹3 lakh per annum for EWS and ₹6 lakh per annum for LIG, in alignment with 
the income criteria specified under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana.



Page 13 : U.S. can’t ensure cheaper oil for India, says Ross
Context:
Ø The U.S. said it could not ensure the sale of its crude oil to India at concessional rates to make up for the 

cheaper Iranian oil going out of the market.
Details: 
Ø U.S. Commerce Secretary said Oil is owned by private people, so the government cannot force people to 

make concessionary price.
Ø India, this month, stopped importing crude oil from Iran following the U.S. move to end sanction waivers.
Ø Iranian oil was a lucrative buy for Indian refiners as the Persian Gulf nation had provided 60 days of credit 

for purchases, terms not available from suppliers of substitute crudes — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, 
Nigeria, and the U.S.

Will solve issues
Ø Separately, after a meeting between U.S. Commerce Secretary and Indian Commerce Minister, the Indian 

government said the U.S. and India stand committed to resolve outstanding trade issues by exploring 
suitable solutions which are mutually beneficial.



Page 13 : Discom debt to return to pre-UDAY levels
Context: 
Ø Aggregate external debt of State-owned electricity distribution companies (discoms) is set to increase to 

pre-Ujwal Discom Assurance Yojana (UDAY) levels of ₹2.6 lakh crore by the end of this fiscal, 
according to Crisil’s analysis of discoms in 15 States, which account for 85% of the aggregate losses.

Details: 
Ø The Crisil said: With most States having limited fiscal headroom, continuous financial support to their 

discoms may be difficult. So discoms have to become commercially viable through prudent tariff hikes and 
a material reduction in aggregate technical and commercial (AT&C) losses.

Ø As per the MoUs States had signed under UDAY in fiscal 2016, their discoms were to initiate structural 
reforms by reducing AT&C losses by 900 basis points (bps) to about 15% in fiscal 2019 and implement 
regular tariff hikes of 5-6% per annum. 

Ø In lieu, State governments took over three-fourths of discom debt, thus reducing the interest cost burden. 
While discoms enjoyed the benefit of debt reduction, structural reforms have been slow to come by.

Ø For instance, AT&C losses reduced by only 400 bps by December 2018 from pre-UDAY levels and the 
average tariff increase were a paltry 3% per annum.

Ø Potential for losses
Ø Further improvement in operations may face challenges because the focus on new rural connections 

without adequate tariff hikes can increase losses.



Background Check:
Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana (UDAY):
Ø It has ambitious target of making all discoms profitable by 2018-19.
Ø The scheme will ease the financial crunch faced by power distribution companies, that has impaired their 

ability to buy electricity.
Ø It is based on the premise that it is states’ responsibility to ensure that discoms become financially viable.
Ø States shall take over 75% of DISCOM debt as on 30 September 2015 over two years i.e. 50% of 

DISCOM debt shall be taken over in 2015-16 and 25% in 2016-17.
Ø Government of India will not include the debt taken over by the States as per the above scheme in the 

calculation of fiscal deficit of respective States in the financial years 2015-16 and 2016-17.
Ø States will issue non-SLR including SDL bonds in the market or directly to the respective banks / Financial 

Institutions (FIs) holding the DISCOM debt to the appropriate extent.
Ø DISCOM debt not taken over by the State shall be converted by the Banks / FIs into loans or bonds.



Page 1 : Justice Bobde panel gives CJI a clean chit
Context: 
Ø The Justice S.A. Bobde in-house committee has found no substance in the sexual harassment allegations 

levelled by a former Supreme Court staff member against CJI Ranjan Gogoi.
Details: 
Ø It said copies of the committee’s report were given to Chief Justice Gogoi and the next senior judge 

competent to receive the report, that is Justice Arun Mishra who is the fourth senior most judge.
Ø Justice Ramana, the third senior most judge, was not handed the report as he had recused from the 

committee following allegations raised by the woman about his proximity to Chief Justice Gogoi.
Ø The inquiry was by nature purely preliminary, ad hoc and only for the purpose of getting information. The 

report was wholly confidential and existed only for the purpose of satisfaction that such a report has been 
made.

Highly disappointed
Ø The former Supreme Court staffer said that my worst fears have come true, and all hope of justice and 

redress from the highest court of the land has been shattered. 
Ø She said the committee has announced that I will not even be provided a copy of the report, and so I have 

no way of comprehending the reasons and basis for the summary dismissal of my complaint of sexual 
harassment and victimisation.



Ø The Supreme Court quoted its reported decision of 2003 in Indira Jaising versus Supreme Court of 
India, which had held that an in-house inquiry report was discreet and not for the purpose of disclosure to 
any other person.

Ø The 2003 decision, however, does not contemplate a situation when the Chief Justice of India is himself 
under inquiry as in this case.

Ø The Secretary General clarified that the Justice Bobde Committee deliberates on its own without taking 
any inputs from other apex court judges.

Fears for family
Ø The complainant said she had no information about others whom the committee examined as witnesses or 

whether the call records of the CJI or the Supreme Court Secretary General was even called for.
Ø She wondered whether the police officer who allegedly took her to the CJI’s residence where she 

apologised to the top judge’s wife in a humiliating manner was examined at all.
Ø She said I and my family members remain vulnerable to the ongoing reprisals and attack. 



Background Check: 
The Supreme Court:
Ø Article 124 provides for the establishment and constitution of Supreme Court of India, which is the apex 

court of India. It was established on 28th January 1950.
Ø Article 124(1): There shall be a Supreme Court of India consisting of a Chief Justice of India and, until 

Parliament by law prescribes a large number, of not more than seven other judges.
Ø The Parliament is competent to increase the number of judges if it deems necessary. The Parliament has 

increased the number of judges from time to time. 
Ø As in 2014, there are 29 judges besides the Chief Justice who is also called the Chief Justice of India. 
Ø The sanctioned strength of the judges is 31, consisting of the Chief Justice and 30 other judges.
Appointment of Judges (Article 124):
Ø The Chief Justice and other judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the President of India. 
Ø While appointing the Chief Justice, the President is constitutionally required to consult such other judges 

of the Supreme Court as he deems proper, but outgoing Chief Justice is always consulted. 
Ø Normally, the senior most judge of the Supreme Court is appointed as the Chief Justice of India, although 

there is no constitutional requirement to do so. 



Ø While appointing other judges, the President is bound to consult the Chief Justice and other senior judges 
of the Supreme Court and High Courts, if he deems proper.

Ø Whenever there is vacancy or a likely vacancy in the Supreme Court, a collegiums comprising of the Chief 
Justice and four other senior most judges consider various names and recommend the names of the person 
to be appointed as judges of the Supreme Court. 

Ø This system is based on a ruling of the Second (1993) and Third Judges Case (1998). Thus, while the 
Constitution still provides that the President is the appointing authority of the Supreme Court judges, the 
ruling of the Supreme Court, has since 1999, become virtually binding on the President. 

Ø The power of selection of Judges has passed on to a group of Supreme Court judges, called the collegiums 
of the Court. The President now performs the formality of appointing the nominee of the Supreme Court, 
after the Law Ministry formally recommends these names to him. 



Page 1 : Judicial order on Rafale was altered: CJI
Context: 
Ø CJI Ranjan Gogoi admitted his complete perplexity at a mysterious sleight of hand that altered the contents 

of an April 30 judicial order concerning the Rafale review hearing.
Ø On April 30, a Bench led by the CJI, had dictated in open court that the Rafale review and the criminal 

contempt case against Congress president— for attributing the slogan Chowkidar chor hai to the court —
would together come up for hearing on May 6.

Details: 
Ø However, the copy of the order published on the website in the evening had a different date. It showed the 

date of the criminal contempt case against Congress president as May 10, the last working day before the 
court closes for summer vacations. 

Ø Subsequently, only the Rafale review was listed for hearing on May 6. 
Ø The CBI suddenly interrupted advocate who was about to launch into his submissions in the Rafale review 

and asked for the file of the contempt case.
Ø A visibly surprised advocate responded that the contempt case was scheduled for May 10 and not May 6. 
Ø The top judge said he had himself dictated the order in open court room on April 30 that both cases would 

come up for hearing on May 6.



Page 2 : NGT seeks report on illegal road in tiger reserve
Context: 
Ø The National Green Tribunal constituted a committee, drawing representatives from various departments 

including Wildlife and PWD, to provide it a factual report on alleged illegal construction of a road for use 
by commercial vehicles in the ecologically sensitive Rajaji Tiger Reserve in Uttarakhand.

Details: 
Ø The petition said the road is being built in the tiger reserve without statutory clearances and requisite 

safeguards. The construction of the road may potentially damage the biological diversity and resources of 
the reserve.

Ø The petition claimed that the Uttarakhand government on March 1, 2017, without considering the negative 
impact on the biodiversity-rich stretch, opened the Laldang-Chillarkhal road in the reserve for commercial 
vehicles.

Ø The NGT Bench said the issue raised in this application relates to ex-situ conservation and in-situ 
conservation methods for protection of biodiversity and biological resources of Laldang-Chillarkhal buffer 
area of Rajaji Tiger Reserve, Uttarakhand.

Ø The report has to be furnished within three months by email.
Ø The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) will be the nodal agency for compliance and 

coordination.



Background Check:
National Green Tribunal (NGT):
Ø Statutory body established under NGT Act 2010.
Ø To provide effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and 

conservation of forests and other natural resources including enforcement of any legal right relating to 
environment.

Ø It has a full-time chairperson and following members: 
• At least 10 and maximum 20 Full time Judicial members
• At least 10 and maximum 20 Full time Expert Members

Ø The Chairperson should have been either a Judge of India’s Supreme Court or Chief Justice of a High 
Court in India.

Ø Judicial members should have been a Judge of Supreme Court of India, Chief Justice of High Court, Judge 
of a High Court.

Ø Chairperson of NGT is appointed by the Central Government in consultation with the Chief Justice of 
India.

Ø Judicial Members and Expert Members of the Tribunal are appointed on the recommendations of such 
Selection Committee.



Ø The NGT has the power to hear all civil cases relating to environmental issues including the following:
• The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974;
• The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act, 1977;
• The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980;
• The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981;
• The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986;
• The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991;
• The Biological Diversity Act, 2002.

Ø NGT has not been vested with powers to hear any matter relating to the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, 
the Indian Forest Act, 1927 and various laws enacted by States relating to forests, tree preservation etc.

Ø Principal Bench of the NGT has been established in the National Capital – New Delhi, with regional 
benches in Pune (Western Zone Bench), Bhopal (Central Zone Bench), Chennai (Southern Bench) and 
Kolkata (Eastern Bench).



Background Check:
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA):
Ø NTCA is a statutory body under the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate change.
Ø It was provided statutory status by the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act, 2006 which had amended 

Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.
Ø It addresses the administrative as well as ecological concerns for conserving tigers, by providing a 

statutory basis for protection of tiger reserves.
Ø It also provides strengthened institutional mechanisms for the protection of ecologically sensitive areas and 

endangered species.
Ø It ensures enforcing of guidelines for tiger conservation and monitoring compliance of the same.
Ø It also places motivated and trained officers having good track record as Field Directors of tiger reserves.



Page 3 : SC seeks response on appointment of EC observers for West Bengal
Context: 
Ø The Supreme Court sought responses from the Election Commission, the West Bengal government and 

others on a plea challenging the appointment of two retired bureaucrats as special observer and Central 
police observer in the State for the ongoing Lok Sabha election.

Details: 
Ø The plea, filed by an Independent candidate of the Barrackpore Lok Sabha constituency in West Bengal, 

came up for hearing before a Bench comprising Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and Justice Deepak Gupta.
Ø The petition stated that one observers has been appointed as Central police observer for West Bengal and 

Jharkhand while other has been appointed as special observer for West Bengal only.
Ø The petitioner alleged that he is apprehensive that these observers will indulge in favouritism and 

partisanship and their appointment will directly be against his interest as an Independent candidate.



Page 5 : Polavaram deadline pushed back
Ø Observing that there was delay in Polavaram irrigation project works owing to the general elections and 

the model code of conduct, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister said that it was not possible to release water 
through gravity from the project by next month.

Ø He said that the entire project would be completed by May 2020.
Ø As a result of my continuous efforts, 71% of the work has been completed till date. The plan is to complete 

the two coffer dams and the spillway during the current summer season.
Ø Referring to project cost, CM said that of the ₹16,493 crore spent on the project so far, the Centre released 

₹ 6,720 crore and the State shouldered a burden of ₹ 5,135 crore.



Background Check: 
About the Polavaram project:
Ø Polavaram Project is a multi-purpose irrigation project. 
Ø The dam across the Godavari River is under construction located in West Godavari District and East 

Godavari District in Andhra Pradesh state and its reservoir spreads in parts of Chhattisgarh and Orissa 
States also.

Ø The project is multipurpose major terminal reservoir project on river Godavari for development of 
Irrigation, Hydropower and drinking water facilities to East Godavari, Vishakhapatnam, West Godavari 
and Krishna districts of Andhra Pradesh.

Ø The Polavaram project was accorded national status in 2014 in the Andhra Pradesh Bifurcation Act and 
its design was changed.

Ø The petitioner had told the court that since the dam design has been changed and new components were 
added, it’d require a new environmental clearance.



Page 7 : Nests of grizzled giant squirrel spotted in Tamil Nadu
Context: 
Ø For the first time, researchers have sighted nests of the grizzled giant squirrel, an endangered species 

listed under Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 at Pakkamalai Reserve Forests near 
Gingee in the Eastern Ghats.

Details: 
Ø The grizzled giant squirrel is usually known to nest in the Western Ghats in Southern India ranging from 

Chinnar Wildlife sanctuary in Kerala to Anamalai Tiger Reserve and Palani hills in Tamil Nadu. 
Ø Owing to habitat loss and poaching, the species has been categorised as near threatened by the Red List 

and listed under Schedule II of CITES.
Ø Several diverse and endangered species including the Golden Gecko, Bamboo Pit Viper and Mouse Deer 

have also been spotted in the Pakkamalai Reserve Forests. 
Ø Researchers said that the government should immediately declare the forests as a sanctuary for the 

grizzled giant squirrel.
Ø The grizzled giant squirrel have earlier been spotted in Tiruvannamalai Forest Division in 2014, which 

was the only recorded sighting from this region in the Eastern Ghats.



Background Check: 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES):
Ø It is also known as Washington Convention.
Ø It is a multilateral Treaty.
Ø Its participation is voluntary.
Ø It is legally binding on the Parties, but it does not take the place of national laws.
Ø Opened for sign : 1973
Ø It classifies plants and animals according to three categories, or appendices, based on how threatened :
1. Appendix I: It lists species that are in danger of extinction. It prohibits commercial trade of these plants 

and animals except in extraordinary situations for scientific or educational reasons.
2. Appendix II: They are those that are not threatened with extinction but that might suffer a serious decline 

in number if trade is not restricted. Their trade is regulated by permit.
3. Appendix III: They are protected in at least one country that is a CITES member states and that has 

petitioned others for help in controlling international trade in that species.
Objective:
Ø It aims to protect endangered plants and animals.
Ø Its aim is to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten the 

survival of the species in the wild, and it accords varying degrees of protection to more than 
35,000 species of animals and plants.



Background Check: 
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 (with Amendment Acts of 2003 and 2006):
Ø The act provides for the protection of wild animals, birds and plants and matters connected with them, 

with a view to ensure the ecological and environmental security of India.
Ø The act extends to the whole of India, except the State of Jammu and Kashmir which has its own wildlife 

act.
Ø It provides for prohibition on use of animal traps except under certain circumstances.
Ø It provides for protection of hunting rights of the Scheduled Tribes in Andaman and Nicobar Islands
Ø It has provisions for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

Flora (CITES).
Ø The act constitutes a National Board for Wildlife.
Ø It also sets up National Tiger Conservation Authority.
It has six schedules which give varying degrees of protection:
Ø Species listed in Schedule I and part II of Schedule II get absolute protection — offences under these are 

prescribed the highest penalties.
Ø Species listed in Schedule III and Schedule IV are also protected, but the penalties are much lower
Ø Schedule V includes the animals which may be hunted.
Ø The plants in Schedule VI are prohibited from cultivation and planting.



Page 7 : PepsiCo withdraws cases against Gujarat farmers
Ø PepsiCo has applied to withdraw its cases against two brothers, who are major potato farmers and traders 

in Banaskantha district of Gujarat.
Ø This is the first concrete move taken by the company to back down from its cases against at least nine 

potato farmers, who grew its protected variety used to make Lays chips. 
Ø Lawyer for four small farmers owning 3-4 acres each in Sabarkantha district who were sued for ₹4.2 crore 

in damages, said that the case against his clients is yet to be withdrawn.
Ø Their case will come up for hearing in an Ahmedabad commercial court on June 12.
Ø Sources familiar with PepsiCo’s decision said that the withdrawal of cases will be done as and when they 

come up in court.



Page 10 : Sushma, Qureshi to attend SCO meet
Context: 
Ø Indian External Affairs Minister and Pakistan’s Foreign Minister will attend the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation Council of Foreign Ministers in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, for the first time since a proposed 
meeting between them in New York last September was cancelled.

Details: 
Ø The two-day meeting, concluding on May 22, assumes significance ahead of the planned heads of 

government meeting, also in Bishkek on June 14 and 15. 
Ø The SCO summit meet in June will also come just ahead of a plenary session of the Financial Action Task 

Force in Orlando, U.S., from June 16 to 21, which will deliberate on Pakistan’s grey-listing status on terror 
financing.

Ø Fuelling speculation, a Pakistani newspaper, The News, reported that the Pakistan government has 
informally conveyed to India through China and Russia that the opportunity of the SCO summit could be 
utilised for a bilateral meeting between them.

Post UN listing
Ø In the wake of the UN Security Council designation of Masood Azhar, New Delhi is watching closely to 

see what action Pakistan takes against the JeM chief.
Ø The action will also decide whether Pakistan, which is facing a full financial scrutiny by the FATF, could 

be put on an even more restrictive blacklist at the Orlando meeting.



Background Check:
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO):
Ø It is a Eurasian political, economic, and military organisation
Ø Founded in 2001 in Shanghai
Ø 8 members: China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan
Ø SCO evolved from Shanghai Five (All above minus Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan)
Ø On July 10, 2015, the SCO decided to admit India and Pakistan as full members, and they joined as full 

members in 2017.
Ø Main activities: cooperation on security, military activities, and economic and cultural cooperation
Ø Member countries are rich in energy resources (both fossil fuels and uranium)
Ø Members represent over 40% of humanity and nearly 20% of the global GDP.
Ø HQ : Beijing, China



Background Check:
Financial Action Task Force (FATF):
Ø It is an inter-governmental policy making body.
Ø It aims to establish international standards for combating money laundering and terrorist financing.
Ø It was established in 1989 during the G7 Summit in Paris (France) to combat the growing problem of 

money laundering.
Ø It comprises over 39 countries.
Ø India is a member.
Ø FATF Secretariat is housed at the headquarters of the OECD in Paris.
Ø Initially it was only dealing with developing policies to combat money laundering. But in 2001 its purpose 

was expanded to act against terrorism financing.
Ø Objectives:
Ø Set standards and promote effective implementation of legal, regulatory and operational measures for 

combating money laundering, terrorist financing and other related threats to the integrity of the 
international financial system.

Ø Functions:
Ø It sets international standards to combat money laundering and terrorist financing.
Ø It assess and monitor compliance with the FATF standards.
Ø It respond to new and emerging threats, such as proliferation financing (used for promoting proliferation of 

chemical, biological and nuclear weapons)



Page 12 : 1 million species at risk of extinction: UN
Context: 
Ø Relentless pursuit of economic growth, twinned with the impact of climate change, has put an 

unprecedented one million species at risk of extinction.
Ø Known as the Global Assessment, the report found that up to one million of Earth’s estimated eight 

million plant, insect and animal species is at risk of extinction, many within decades.
Details:
Ø The report said only a wide-ranging transformation of the global economic and financial system could pull 

ecosystems that are vital to the future of human communities worldwide back from the brink of collapse. 
Ø The report was endorsed by 130 countries, including the U.S., Russia and China.
Ø The essential, interconnected web of life on Earth is getting smaller and increasingly frayed. This loss is a 

direct result of human activity and constitutes a direct threat to human well-being in all regions of the 
world.

Ø The study is a cornerstone of an emerging body of research that suggests the world may need to embrace a 
new post-growth form of economics if it is to avert the existential risks posed by the mutually-reinforcing 
consequences of pollution, habitat destruction and carbon emissions.



Reasons: 
Ø The authors identified industrial farming and fishing as major drivers with the current rate of species 

extinction, tens to hundreds of times higher than the average over the last 10 million years. 
Ø Climate change caused by burning the coal, oil and gas produced by the fossil fuel industry is 

exacerbating the losses. 
Three-year review
Ø The Global Assessment contained a litany of estimates made after a three-year review of some 15,000 

scientific papers that showed the profound impact of the rise of a globalised industrial society on the 
planet over the past half century.

Ø The report found that the average abundance of native species in most major land-based habitats has 
fallen by at least 20%, mostly since 1900.

Ø The threatened list includes more than 40% of amphibian species, almost 33% of reef-forming corals, and 
more than a third of all marine mammals. The picture was less clear for insect species, but a tentative 
estimate suggests 10% are at risk of extinction. 



Way Forward: 
Ø British environmental scientist said it would be possible to start conserving, restoring and using nature 

sustainably only if societies were prepared to confront vested interests committed to preserving the status 
quo.

Ø By transformative change, we mean a fundamental, system-wide reorganisation across technological, 
economic and social factors, including paradigms, goals and values.

Ø The report’s blunt language echoed the United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 
which said in October that profound economic and social changes would be needed to curb greenhouse 
gases quickly enough to avert the most devastating consequences of a warming world.

Ø The findings will also add to pressure for countries to agree bold action to protect wildlife at a major 
conference on biodiversity due to take place in China towards the end of next year.
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Background Check:
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
Ø This is an intergovernmental body under the UN.
Ø It is a scientific body which formed in 1988 by WMO (World Meteorological Organisation) and UNEP.
Ø It produces report based on scientific developments across the world.
Ø The IPCC does not carry out its own original research, nor does it do the work of monitoring climate or 

related phenomena itself. The IPCC bases its assessment on the published literature.
Ø IPCC has so far produced five assessment reports, the latest one was published in 2014. It said that India’s 

high vulnerability and exposure to climate change will slow its economic growth, impact health and 
development, make poverty reduction more difficult and erode food security

Ø It was awarded the Nobel peace prize in 2007.
Ø IPCC functions under UNFCC.
Ø The aims of the IPCC are to assess scientific information relevant to :

1. Human-induced climate change,
2. The impacts of human-induced climate change,
3. Options for adaptation and mitigation



Page 18 : Scientists carry out genetic study on people of Lakshadweep Islands
Context: 
Ø Lakshadweep is an archipelago of 36 islands, scattered over approximately 78,000 square km of the 

Arabian Sea, 200-440 kms off the south-western coast of India, with a population of approximately 
65,000. However, the genetic composition of the first human settlement of this archipelago is not clear.

Details: 
Ø The islands were known to sailors since ancient times and historical documents say that the spread of 

Buddhism to these islands happened during 6th century B.C. and Islam was spread by in 661 A.D. by 
Arabians. 

Ø Cholas ruled the islands in 11th century, Portuguese in 16th century, Ali Rajahs in 17th, Tipu Sultan in 18th 
before the British Raj of 19th century.

Ø Genetic studies done on the people of the archipelago by a team at CSIR-Centre for Cellular and 
Molecular Biology (CCMB), for the first time, have shown that most of the human ancestry in 
Lakshadweep is largely derived from South Asia with minor influences from East and West Eurasia. 

Ø There was no evidence of early human migration through the Lakshadweep islands.



Early migration
Ø The islands are located between Africa and southwestern part of India. 
Ø Scientists said through our earlier studies we know that early human migration from Africa to Andaman 

and Australia happened through western coast of India. So, we presumed that Lakshadweep Islands might 
have played a major role in early human migration and expected the presence of genetic signatures of 
ancient people, such as Andamanese and Australian aboriginals.

Ø DNA samples were analysed, of 557 individuals from eight major islands for mitochondrial DNA, and 166 
individuals for Y chromosome markers. Scientists found a strong founder effect for both paternal and 
maternal lineages — a sign that the island population had limited genetic mixing. 

Ø The authors have studied the major islands of Agatti, Andorth, Bitra, Chetlat, Kadmat, Kalpeni, Kiltan 
and Minicoy of Lakshadweep and demonstrated a close genetic link of Lakshadweep islanders with 
people from Maldives, Sri Lanka and India.

Ø Even after regular historic interactions with people from different regions of the world, it is extremely 
interesting that we could see only limited number of founders, said Scientists.



Map of Lakshadweep island


