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ANSWERS FOR MCQs ON 9th May
Question 1) Answer: (d)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
• The Brasilia declaration is also known for creation of IBSA (India, Brazil, and South Africa) forum in 

2003.
• The Brasilia Declaration commits to reduce the deaths caused due to traffic accidents.
Statement 2 is correct
• In the declaration, participants reasserted their commitment to reduce the deaths caused due to traffic 

accidents to half by the year 2020.
Statement 3 is correct
• India is a signatory to this declaration.



Question 2) Answer: (c)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
• It propagates like an army that marches slowly forward and consumes any foliage on the way.
Statement 2 is incorrect
• Native to the Americas, FAW has, since 2016, been aggressively moving eastwards, infesting Africa and 

making landfall in India last summer.
Statement 3 is correct
• Unlike oriental armyworm, FAW isn’t a cyclical pest that comes intermittently.
• Instead, it is a continuous pest that is nearly always present and can build permanent populations.



Question 3) Answer: (d)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
• It is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international efforts to defeat hunger.
Statement 2 is correct
• It was established in 1945.
• Its headquarter is in Rome, Italy.
Statement 3 is correct
• FAO is also a source of knowledge and information and helps developing countries and countries in 

transition modernize and improve agriculture, forestry and fisheries practices, ensuring good nutrition and 
food security for all.

• India is a member of FAO.



Question 4) Answer: (d)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
• Vishaka guidelines mentioned that it is the duty of the employer or other responsible persons in work 

places or other institutions to prevent or deter the commission of acts of sexual harassment and to provide 
the procedure for the resolution, settlement or prosecution of acts of sexual harassment by taking all steps 
required.

Statement 2 is correct
• Vishaka guidelines mandates that a woman must head the complaints committee and no less than half its 

members should be women.
• The committee should include an NGO/individual familiar with the issue of sexual harassment.
Statement 3 is correct
• Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act 2013 defined workplace to include any place visited by 

the employee arising out of or during employment, including transportation provided by the employer.
Statement 4 is correct
• The act also provided for the establishment of local complaints committee (LCC) at the district level by the 

Government to investigate and redress complaints of sexual harassment of the unorganized sector



Question 5) Answer: (c)
Explanation:
Statement 1 is correct
• NSCN is a Naga nationalist group which is paramilitary in nature. 
• Nagaland (NSCN) was formed on 31 January 1980 opposing the Shillong Accord signed by the then Naga 

National Council (NNC) with the GoI.
• On 30 April 1988, the NSCN split into two factions; the NSCN-K , and the NSCN-IM.
Statement 2 is incorrect
• In August 2015, a framework agreement between the Central Government and the NSCN-IM was signed.
Statement 3 is correct
• It operates mainly in northeast Indian states and, with minor activities in Northwest Myanmar.
Statement 4 is correct
• The main goal of the organisation is to establish a sovereign state, Nagalim (Greater Nagaland), which 

would comprise of all the areas inhabited by the Naga people; in Northeast India consisting of all areas of 
neighbouring Assam, Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh and some portions Northwest Myanmar.



Question 1) Consider the following statement with regards to Mission Mode Project (MCA21):
1. It is the e-governance initiative from the Ministry of Finance, Government of India.
2. It is the key platform for companies to submit the required documents and filings under the Companies 

Act.
3. It is part of National e-Governance Plan. 
4. The government has started using the MCA-21 database to calculate the GDP and GVA. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 2, 3 and 4 only
c) 2 and 4 only
d) All of the above



Question 2) Arrange the following cities from South to North:
1. Muscat
2. Jerusalem
3. Tehran
4. Doha
Select the correct answer using the codes given below
a) 4-1-2-3
b) 1-4-3-2
c) 1-4-2-3
d) 4-1-3-2



Question 3) The Strait of Hormuz lies between:
a) Iran and Saudi Arabia
b) Iran and Oman
c) Iraq and Oman
d) None of the above



Question 4) Consider the following statement with regards to Geographical Indication (GI) tag:
1. Geographical Indication is a genre of Intellectual Property.
2. The registration of GI tag is valid for 20 years after which it needs to be renewed.
3. Recently, Kandhamal Haldi a variety of turmeric indigenous to southern Odisha earns GI tag.
4. The GI tag allows the producers of the objects to claim a premium for their products.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2 and 4 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 1, 3 and 4 only
d) All of the above



Question 5) Consider the following pairs with regards to Coastal Regulation Zones (CRZ) :
1. CRZ I : Coastal areas that are not substantially built up, including rural coastal areas.
2. CRZ II : Areas close to the shoreline, and which have been developed.
3. CRZ III : Water area from Low Tide Line (LTL) to the limit of territorial waters of India.
4. CRZ IV : Ecologically sensitive areas.
Which of the pair(s) mentioned above is/are incorrectly matched?
a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 3 and 4 only
d) 2 only



Question 6) Consider the following pairs with regards to Revised Kyoto Convention:
1. UNFCCC adopted the revised Kyoto Convention in 2012.
2. It promotes trade facilitation and effective controls through its legal provisions.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 2 only
d) None of the above
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Page 12 : Europe rejects Iran’s ultimatum but stands by nuclear agreement
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Page 13 : Govt. shouldn’t budget for low fiscal deficit
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Page 13 : Bank credit grows 13.2% in FY19
Context: 
Ø Bank credit grew by 13.2% in financial year 2018-19 as compared to 10.3% in the previous financial year, 

mainly aided by loans to services and retail sector.
Details: 
Ø Deposit growth also gained momentum, growing by 10% as compared to 6.7% a year ago. 
Ø Chief economist, CARE Ratings, said we have to be a bit careful while looking at this data because a 

bump-up has happened in the month of March. 
Ø He said If you see, up to February, credit growth was not that strong. Banks typically tend to push for more 

loan disbursement and try to get more deposits ahead of the end of a financial year to shore up their 
balance sheet and meet year-end targets.

Ø The RBI’s data on deployment of gross credit across different sectors shows healthy credit growth in the 
services sector followed by retail sector. 

Ø Credit growth in services sector till the middle of February was 23.7% and in retail sector it was 16.7%. 
Ø Credit growth in the industry sector was 5.6%. 
Ø Most of these are happening in the retail segment and services sector. Manufacturing is also better than last 

year but there is a base effect.



Ø Banks have also benefited from the liquidity crunch that NBFCs are facing following the IL&FS crisis. 
Ø NBFCs have slowed down their loan growth since their cost of funds increased substantially after 

September-October. This is particularly true for retail loans, where NBFCs are a major player.
Ø Banks have been pushing loans to the corporate sector at a slower pace after sharp rise in bad loans, mostly 

in sectors like infrastructure.



Page 13 : Govt. shouldn’t budget for low fiscal deficit
Context: 
Ø Several prominent economists told the Fifteenth Finance Commission that the government should not 

budget for a low fiscal deficit knowing fully well that it will not be achieved. They said that the overall 
quality of budgeting needed to improve.

Details: 
Ø The economists also suggested that the Fifteenth Finance Commission should take a consolidated view of 

public debt, including off-budget transactions and the debt taken on by public sector enterprises.
Ø The economists pointed out that there was a need to adopt a total view on the borrowing requirements of 

the consolidated public sector that should include off-budget transactions, borrowings of the public sector 
undertakings, and contingent liabilities of both the union and state governments.

Ø Further, the economists pointed out that it was important to carefully examine whether the increased tax 
devolution by the 14th Finance Commission had led to improvements in the social spending of state 
governments.



Demand-supply mismatch
Ø The economists also said that there was a possible mismatch between the demand and supply of state 

development loans, which could affect the cost of borrowings of state governments in the next five years.
Ø Regarding the devolution of taxes to the states, the economists also said that there needed to be an 

incentive structure built into the devolution mechanism.
Ø And that the mechanism must also consider the composition of the population, since many states are 

seeing a significant change in their proportion of the elderly populations.

Background Check:
Fiscal Deficit:
Ø The difference between total revenue and total expenditure of the government is termed as fiscal deficit. It 

is an indication of the total borrowings needed by the government.
Ø A deficit is usually financed through borrowing from either the central bank of the country or raising 

money from capital markets by issuing different instruments like treasury bills and bonds.



Background Check:
Finance Commission:
Ø Article 280 of the Constitution of India provides for FC as a quasi-judicial body.
Ø It is constituted by the President of India every fifth year
Ø Article 280(1) of Constitution lays down that FC should be constituted within two years from 

commencement of Constitution. Thereafter at expiration of every fifth year or at such earlier time as 
President considers necessary.

Ø In keeping with this requirement, practice has generally been to set up next FC within five years of date of 
setting up of the previous Finance Commission.

Ø The recommendations of 15th Finance Commission (FFC) will come into effect from 1 April 2020.
Ø The recommendations made by FC are only advisory in nature and hence, are not binding on the 

government.
Compositions: 
Ø It consists of a chairman and four other members to be appointed by the president.
It makes recommendations about the following to the President of India:
1. Distribution of net proceeds of taxes between centre and states and allocation between states of respective 

shares of such proceeds.
2. Principles that should govern grants in aid to states by centre.
3. Measures needed to augment consolidated fund of states to supplement resources of local governments in 

states on basis of recommendations made by State Finance Commissions.
4. Any other method referred to it by President in interests of sound finance.



Page 13: Finance panel to reconcile data
Ø Commission Chairman N.K. Singh said, We ourselves are going to undertake a process of economic data 

reconciliation among the CAG, the RBI and the data which we have received from the Ministry of Finance 
and other sources, so that we can make conclusions based on what we would consider reliable data in 
public domain.

Ø He also voiced concern over GST collection as projections were not looking healthy. Projections of 
indirect tax collections, especially about GST, have not been as healthy.

Ø On the Bimal Jalan panel set up to review the economic capital framework of the RBI, he said the issue 
was not and should not have been discussed in depth by the Finance Commission and the RBI. 



Background Check:
Bimal Jalan panel on Economic Capital Framework (ECF):
Ø The panel will decide whether RBI is holding provisions, reserves and buffers in surplus of the required 

levels.
Ø It would propose a suitable profits distribution policy considering all the likely situations of the RBI, 

including the situations of holding more provisions than required and the RBI holding less provisions than 
required.

Ø The ECF committee will also suggest an adequate level of risk provisioning that the RBI needs to 
maintain. That apart, any other related matter, including treatment of surplus reserves created out of 
realized gains, will also come within the ambit of this committee.

What is ECF?
Ø It refers to the risk capital required by the central bank while considering different risks. 
Ø It reflects the capital that an institution requires or needs to hold as a counter against unforeseen risks or 

events or losses in the future.
Why it needs a fix?
Ø Existing ECF which governs the RBI’s capital requirements and terms for the transfer of its surplus to the 

government is based on a conservative assessment of risk by the central bank and that a review of the 
framework would result in excess capital being freed, which the RBI can then share with the government.



Ø The government believes that RBI is sitting on much higher reserves than it actually needs to tide over 
financial emergencies that India may face. 

Ø Some central banks around the world (like US and UK) keep 13% to 14% of their assets as a reserve 
compared to RBI’s 27% and some (like Russia) more than that.

Ø Economists in the past have argued for RBI releasing extra capital that can be put to productive use by the 
government. The Malegam Committee estimated the excess (in 2013) at Rs 1.49 lakh crore.



Page 14 : India to add 3 million tech jobs by 2023
Context: 
Ø Indian Staffing Federation (ISF), the apex body for the flexi working industry, said the Indian tech industry 

will add another three million new jobs in the next five years.
Ø With the additions, the size of the country’s tech army will be 7 million by 2023.
Details: 
Ø President, ISF, said that all these new jobs would come up in digital technology areas such as artificial 

intelligence (AI), machine learning, Internet of things (IOT), data science, analytics, big data, blockchain 
and augmented reality. 

Ø The ISF’s tech employment projection comes as a big relief to millions of young techies and software 
engineering students amid talks of the move towards jobless growth with automation that replaces humans 
with robots. 

Ø There is a visible behavioural change happening in the IT and ITeS sectors.
Ø India now has about 1,300 captive units. Some 400 new captive units are coming up in 2019. The shift is 

attributed to a sharp rise in hiring by existing and new global in-house centres (GCCs) due to technology 
innovation activities in India for their global markets.



Changing technology
Ø The industry had been witnessing winds of change in technology. Today, a robot, with infinite memory 

analytical capacity, is connected to the cloud. It’s impact on productivity of businesses would be huge. 
Ø Some 63% of CEOs think that AI would have a larger impact than the Internet and some 39% of them had 

already started AI-related initiatives in their organisations.
Ø President, ISF, said I would like to emphasise the fact that India does not have a job problem, but it has an 

employed poverty problem.
Ø When we think about addressing this problem, the only sustainable way to achieve this is through 

formalisation, industrialisation, urbanisation and financialisation of the human capital.
Ø Staffing organisations in India are going to play a vital role in helping the industry reach this hiring 

milestone in terms of identifying and sourcing billable talent.



Page 1 : Supreme Court pushes for full strength of 31
Context: 
Ø The Supreme Court Collegium recommended the names of two judges to the court and rejected the 

government’s disapproval of the elevation of two others.
Ø If the four judges are elevated without delay, the Court would reach the full sanctioned judicial strength of 

31 judges by the time it re-opens in July after the summer vacations.
Details: 
Ø The Collegium refused the government’s request to reconsider its April 12 recommendation to elevate 

Jharkhand High Court and Gauhati High Court Chief Justices as Supreme Court judges. 
Ø The Collegium said their names were recommended after all parameters were considered. The Collegium 

said there was no reason to agree with the government as there was nothing adverse found in the two 
judges’ conduct, competence or integrity. Now, the government is bound to appoint Justices Bose and 
Bopanna to the court.

Ø The Collegium also recommended a judge of the Bombay High Court and Chief Justice of the Himachal 
Pradesh High Court for elevation to the Supreme Court.

Ø On this recommendation, the Collegium said it zeroed in on Justices to provide due representation, as far 
as possible, to all High Courts as well as to all sections, including those belonging to the SC/ST/OBC 
categories, women and minorities.

Ø The Collegium said Justice superseded three judges in the Bombay High Court, but this should not be 
misconstrued as a reflection on the ability of the three senior judges.

Ø It said that though seniority was to be given due weightage, merit should be the predominant 
consideration.



Background Check: 
The Supreme Court:
Ø Article 124 provides for the establishment and constitution of Supreme Court of India, which is the apex 

court of India. It was established on 28th January 1950.
Ø Article 124(1): There shall be a Supreme Court of India consisting of a Chief Justice of India and, until 

Parliament by law prescribes a large number, of not more than seven other judges.
Ø The Parliament is competent to increase the number of judges if it deems necessary. The Parliament has 

increased the number of judges from time to time. 
Ø As in 2014, there are 29 judges besides the Chief Justice who is also called the Chief Justice of India. 
Ø The sanctioned strength of the judges is 31, consisting of the Chief Justice and 30 other judges.
Appointment of Judges (Article 124):
Ø The Chief Justice and other judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the President of India. 
Ø While appointing the Chief Justice, the President is constitutionally required to consult such other judges 

of the Supreme Court as he deems proper, but outgoing Chief Justice is always consulted. 
Ø Normally, the senior most judge of the Supreme Court is appointed as the Chief Justice of India, although 

there is no constitutional requirement to do so. 



Ø While appointing other judges, the President is bound to consult the Chief Justice and other senior judges 
of the Supreme Court and High Courts, if he deems proper.

Ø Whenever there is vacancy or a likely vacancy in the Supreme Court, a collegiums comprising of the Chief 
Justice and four other senior most judges consider various names and recommend the names of the person 
to be appointed as judges of the Supreme Court. 

Ø This system is based on a ruling of the Second (1993) and Third Judges Case (1998). 
Ø Thus, while the Constitution still provides that the President is the appointing authority of the Supreme 

Court judges, the ruling of the Supreme Court, has since 1999, become virtually binding on the President. 
Ø The power of selection of Judges has passed on to a group of Supreme Court judges, called the collegiums 

of the Court. 
Ø The President now performs the formality of appointing the nominee of the Supreme Court, after the Law 

Ministry formally recommends these names to him. 



Background Check: 
What is the collegium system?
Ø The collegium system was commissioned by two judgments of the Supreme Court in 1990s. It has no 

mention in the original Constitution of India or its successive amendments.
Ø Under the system, two chief justices of high courts and two senior judges of the Supreme Court, led by the 

CJI form a panel which recommends suitable candidates.
Eligibility to become a Supreme Court judge:
Ø The norms relating to the eligibility has been envisaged in the Article 124 of the Indian Constitution. 
Ø To become a judge of the Supreme court, an individual should be an Indian citizen. 
Ø In terms of age, a person should not exceed 65 years of age. 
Ø The person should serve as a judge of one high court or more (continuously), for at least five years or the 

person should be an advocate in the High court for at least 10 years or a distinguished jurist.
Is the collegium’s recommendation final and binding?
Ø The collegium sends its final recommendation to the President of India for approval.
Ø The President can either accept it or reject it. 
Ø In the case it is rejected, the recommendation comes back to the collegium.
Ø If the collegium reiterates its recommendation to the President, then he/she is bound by that 

recommendation.



Collegium is a part of the basic structure of the constitution
Ø When the Constitution was altered, through the 99th constitutional amendment and when the collegium 

was sought to be replaced by the National Judicial Appointments Commission, the court swiftly struck it 
down

Ø It ruled, in what we might now call the Fourth Judges Case (2015), that the primacy of the collegium was a 
part of the Constitution’s basic structure and this power could not, therefore, be removed even through a 
constitutional amendment



Page 1: Govt. denies perjury charge in Rafale case
Context: 
Ø Rubbishing the charge of perjury, the government said the contents of briefs and responses made in the 

Supreme Court in the Rafale fighter purchase case were finalised after extensive deliberations at the 
highest levels in government after a series of meetings.

Details:
Ø In a reply affidavit filed in the court, the Centre said its averments in court were based on the final 

decisions taken by the Cabinet Committee on Security. 
Ø The submissions were based on the final decisions of the Defence Acquisition Council, the Defence 

Minister, provisions in the Defence Procurement Procedure and inputs received from the Air Force and the 
Ministry of Defence. 

Ø The government said these had endeavoured to bring out the final conclusions of the process, which led to 
the signing of the Inter-Governmental Agreement with France.

Ø The government played down the mismatch between the December 14, 2018, judgment of the court, 
upholding the deal based on a non-existent CAG report, and unsigned confidential notes filed by the 
Centre in the court. 

Ø The government argued the mismatch is not a substantial error.



No fault found
Ø The government said the CAG report had ultimately not found any fault either in the decision-making 

process or in the pricing for the procurement of 36 Rafale jets from France. 
Ø The government said that instead of quoting the CAG report, which has a constitutional mandate to 

scrutinise the procurement and took almost two years to audit and present its report on February 13, 2019, 
the petitioners continued to rely on selective media leaks to mislead the court. 

Ø The petition for perjury, which was filed on February 15, chose to totally ignore the findings of the CAG 
report, presented on February 13, which said the entire package price of the 36 Rafale jets procurement is 
2.86% lower than the audit aligned price compared to the earlier deal for MMRCA.

Ø The government said it had already filed an application in court to correct the December 14 Rafale 
judgment. In this application, the government claimed the judgment had erred in English grammar to 
misinterpret information submitted to it in the cover note.

Substantial error
Ø The petitioners contended that the December 14 judgment based on a hypothetical CAG report was not 

merely a clerical or arithmetical slip but a substantial error.
Ø They had also questioned the judgment’s dismissal of lack of sovereign guarantee from the French 

government’s side as a minor deviation.
Ø In a rejoinder filed, the review petitioners asked how the government could have predicted that the CAG 

report would redact the Rafale pricing details.
Ø The CAG report is also silent on the aspect of the Prime Minister's announcement of the deal in Paris in 

April 2015 when the Acceptance of Necessity of the procurement was signed only in May 2015.



Background Check:
Defence Acquisition Council (DAC):
Ø An overarching structure, the DAC, under the Defence Minister was constituted for overall guidance of the 

defence procurement planning process.
Ø The objective of the DAC is to ensure expeditious procurement of the approved requirements of the Armed 

Forces in terms of capabilities sought, and time frame prescribed, by optimally utilizing the allocated 
budgetary resources.

Ø The functions of the DAC include:
• In-principle approval of 15 Year Long-Term Integrated Perspective Plan for Defence Forces;
• Accord of Acceptance of Necessity to acquisition proposals;
• Categorization of the acquisition proposals relating to Buy, Buy & Make and Make;
• Issues relating to Single vendor clearance;
• Decision regarding offset provisions in respect of acquisition proposals above Rs. 300 crores;
• Decisions regarding Transfer of Technology under Buy & Make category of acquisition proposals; 

and
• Field Trial evaluation.



Background Check:
Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS):
Ø Major decisions with respect to the significant appointments, issues of national security, defence 

expenditure of India are taken by the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) in India. 
Ø The Prime Minister chairs the CCS. 
Ø The committee comprises the Minister of External Affairs, the Home Minister, Finance Minister and the 

Defence Minister.



Page 6 : Gujarat facing massive water crisis
Context: 
Ø With rising mercury levels and severe heatwave, Gujarat is facing a massive water crisis. The scarcity is 

particularly acute in the Saurashtra region, Kutch, North Gujarat and parts of tribal pockets in central and 
South Gujarat.

Details: 
Ø More than 20 districts are severely affected as towns and villages hardly get water twice a week. 
Ø In more than 500 villages in 14 districts, drinking water is being supplied through tankers; the number will 

only rise in days to come.
Ø Gujarat Chief Minister said except the Narmada, all other waterbodies and dams have negligible water.
Ø The CM said: Thanks to the Sardar Sarovar dam and the Narmada canal network, people will not face any 

difficulty till July-end
Ø The State government asked the district administrations to start plying tankers in villages where water was 

not available.
Ø In some places, water is supplied only for 20 minutes a day and in many localities and societies located on 

the outskirts, supply is on alternate days or through tankers.



Image	Credit	– The	Hindu



Page 7 : Long wait for power in Odisha after Fani snaps transmission lines
Context: 
Ø Hot and humid weather has compounded the woes of the cyclone-affected people in Odisha, with the 

government facing a gigantic task of restoring power to houses in Puri and Khurdha districts battered by 
Fani.

Details: 
Ø Despite massive efforts by the State government, total power restoration in Bhubaneswar is likely only by 

May 15. Residents of Puri too may start getting power then.
Ø The extremely severe cyclonic storm Fani has damaged 75 high power transmission towers while 84,000 

km low tension power lines have been found either broken or sagging. Over 11,000 distribution 
transformers were damaged.

Ø State Energy Secretary said the power infrastructure has suffered massive damage. To bring it back to its 
earlier shape, it will take two months, but we are focusing on emergency restoration system, which will be 
completed in a fortnight.

Ø The Steel Authority of India Limited has made a commitment to provide 60,000 poles in phases while 
30,000 poles have to be procured from different manufacturers. There is a shortfall of about 10,000 that are 
part of lift irrigation points and that can be taken up at a later stage.



Background Check: 
Cyclone in recent years: 
Ø In 2017 Cyclone Ockhi hit parts of Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka.
Ø Cyclone Gaja, Cyclones Sagar (in Somalia), Cyclone Mekunu (striked Oman), Cyclone Luban (affected 

the Arabian Peninsula) and Cyclone Titli (made landfall near Palasa, Andhra Pradesh)were part of 2018 
North Indian Ocean cyclone season.

Ø Cyclone Pabuk originated over the Gulf of Thailand, in 2019.



Background Check: 
Ø Any tropical cyclone that develops within the North Indian Ocean between 100°E and 45°E is monitored 

by the India Meteorological Department.



Page 7 : SC frowns on foreigners’ tribunals plan
Context: 
Ø The Supreme Court questioned a proposal by the Assam government to quickly open 1,000 foreigners’ 

tribunals all over the northeastern State to try suspected illegal immigrants.
Ø The Supreme Court said it looked like the State government had hatched the plan without bothering to 

conduct a basic study of how to implement it. This, especially when the deadline for publishing the final 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) is looming large.

Details: 
Manpower needed
Ø The CJI asked Solicitor General, representing the Assam government:
Ø A 1,000 tribunals means a 1,000 judicial officers to preside over them. 
Ø Where will you find them overnight? How many advocates above the age of 35 years would be willing to 

join? 
Ø Should the government not have foreseen this situation, considering the fact that the final NRC for the 

State would be published by July 31? Do we judges have to tell you everything? 
Ø The court, which is also examining the plight of 900-odd illegal immigrants languishing in Assam’s 

detention centres , said it was in favour of releasing them, provided that a foolproof mechanism was 
evolved to track them.



Ø The court agreed with amicus curiae Prashant Bhushan’s suggestion that detenus should be released after 
six months or a year. Mr. Bhushan said they could be released if Indian citizens stand surety for them. 

Ø The CJI asked that what happens to these Indian citizens if the person they stood surety for does not turn 
up eventually?.

Ø Mr. Bhushan suggested some imprisonment.
Ø To this, the CJI asked under what law would we imprison these citizens?



Page 7 : Navy joins exercises in South China Sea
Context: 
Ø Navy ships INS Kolkata and Shakti carried out Group Sail with the naval ships of Japan, the Philippines 

and the U.S. in the South China Sea (SCS) from May 3-9.
Ø The ships undertook various exercises en route which included formation manoeuvring, under way 

replenishment runs, cross-deck flying and exchange of sea riders.
Details: 
Ø The group sail exercise showcased India’s commitment to operating with like-minded nations to ensure 

safe maritime environment through enhanced interoperability.
Ø China, which claims a major part of the SCS, has disputes with most of its maritime neighbours. 
Ø Indian Navy ships were on return passage from their deployment to the South and the East China Seas as 

part of the annual Eastern Fleet overseas deployment during which they visited Vietnam, China and South 
Korea.

Ø In China, the ships took part in the International Fleet Review (IFR) as part of the 70th anniversary 
celebrations of the People’s Liberation Army (Navy). 

Ø They later took part in the Phase I of the maritime security field training exercise under the aegis of the 
ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM-Plus) from May 1 to 3 off South Korea.



Background Check:
South China Sea dispute: 
Ø SCS is resource rich and it is contested by China and other South East Asian Countries.
Ø It is one of the busiest maritime route generating lots of revenue.
Ø Some islands are claimed by different countries based on their own interpretation of history.
Ø Disputes in South China Sea are fight mainly between China, Philippines, Vietnam over the territorial 

sovereignty in South China Sea along with other atolls, reefs and rocky outcrops
China’s claim:

• China says that major portion of these islands belong to them as part of the historical events and area 
defined by Nine Dash Line.

• China has started building artificial islands and even strategic runways for mobilising its air force from 
these islands

Ø China’s claim overlap the South China Sea areas of different claimants' countries, that 
involve Brunei, Vietnam, Philippines, Taiwan and Malaysia

India’s stand:
Ø India supports freedom of navigation based on international principles.



What Permanent Court of Arbitration has said about the issue?
Ø There was no legal basis for China to claim historic rights to resources within the South China Sea areas 

falling within the nine-dash line
Ø China has violated the Philippines’ sovereign rights and caused severe harm to the coral reef environment 

by building artificial islands in South China Sea
Ø China’s rights are incompatible with the exclusive economic zones (EEZ) provided in the UNCLOS.
What is China’s response to this ruling?
Ø China has declared that the award is null and void and has no binding force
Ø It attributed the current crisis in the South China Sea mainly to the U.S.’s ‘rebalance doctrine’ that has 

caused it to position forces in the area
Ø China is planning to setup an air defence zone in the South China Sea after which international flights 

flying over the waters would be required to notify China.
What happens next?
Ø While the findings are legally binding, UNCLOS has no enforcement body and legal experts say it remains 

unclear what can be done when China ignores the ruling





Page 10 : Smaller parties field more women
Context: 
Ø Smaller political parties, both regional and national, have shown the way in this Lok Sabha election by 

giving ticket to a higher percentage of women candidates, while big parties with a much larger number of 
contestants fared poorly in doing so.

Details: 
Ø As a result, the number of women candidates is a mere 8.82%, according to numbers available for the first 

five phases.
Ø A Tamil nationalist party, Naam Tamilar Katchi, is the only party to have given an equal number of ticket 

to both men and women.
Ø Data collected by the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) show the Trinamool Congress is well on 

its way to meet its target of 40% women candidates — it has fielded 34.15% women candidates with 14 
women out of the total 41 candidates and has two more phases of voting left. 

Ø Biju Janata Dal leader and Odisha Chief Minister has fulfilled his promise of giving 33% of the ticket to 
women. The party fielded seven women among 21 candidates.

Ø Parties like YSR Congress Party and Samajwadi Party have fared better than others. 
Ø The YSRCP has fielded four women, accounting for 16% of its 25 contestants. The SP has 13.89% women 

candidates — five women and 31 men. These parties are followed by Communist Party of India (Marxist), 
the Congress and the BJP, in that order.



Ø The CPI(M) has 12.96% women candidates, or seven out of the total 54 candidates.
Ø The Congress has 12.8% women candidates or 42 out of 328. The BJP has 12.5%, or 42 out of 336.
Ø The BJP and the Congress have promised 33% reservation for women in the Lok Sabha and the 

Assemblies in their manifestos.
Bihar at the bottom
Ø Among the worst performers are two parties from Bihar — the Janata Dal(U) and the Rashtriya Janata Dal. 

Both parties have failed to field even a single woman candidate so far.
Ø Only 534 women are fighting this election out of the total 6,049 candidates, which means only 8.82% of 

the total number of contestants are women.
Ø Women are also a small minority among Independent candidates: only 6.69% of the total 2,750 

Independent candidates.
Ø Among the States and Union Territories that will vote in the remaining two phases are West Bengal, Uttar 

Pradesh, Haryana, Bihar and Delhi.
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Page 12: N. Korea fires missiles as U.S. envoy visits Seoul
Context: 
Ø North Korea fired what appeared to be two short-range missiles in its second such test in less than a week, 

and the U.S. announced it had seized a North Korean cargo ship as tensions again mounted between the 
two countries.

Details: 
Ø U.S. President Donald Trump said nobody is happy at the missile launches, which South Korea said were 

likely a protest by Pyongyang against Mr. Trump refusing to ease economic sanctions on the North.
Ø The U.S. has given no sign of willingness to budge on sanctions and the Justice Department announced the 

seizure of a North Korean cargo vessel it said was involved in the illicit shipping of coal.
Ø Less than a week ago, North Korea oversaw the test-firing of multiple rockets and a missile and the latest 

tests coincided with a visit to the South Korean capital by U.S. special envoy for North Korea.
Ø South Korea’s President said North Korea seemed to be discontented it could not reach a deal in Hanoi.
Ø He also said that he saw the tests as a sign that North Korea wanted to negotiate, and said he planned to 

push for a fourth inter-Korean summit with North Korea President.



Page 12: Europe rejects Iran’s ultimatum but stands by nuclear agreement
Context: 
Ø European powers denounced Iran’s threat to resume nuclear work but vowed to save a landmark deal with 

Tehran despite U.S. pressure.
Details: 
Ø Iran said it would defy some limits it accepted under the 2015 agreement, and threatened to go further if 

Europe, China and Russia fail to deliver sanctions relief within 60 days.
Ø EU diplomatic chief and France, Germany and Britain — the three European signatories to the deal —

voiced great concern at President Hassan Rouhani’s dramatic intervention. 
Ø They said we strongly urge Iran to continue to implement its commitments under the Joint Comprehensive 

Plan of Action (JCPOA) in full as it has done until now and to refrain from any escalatory steps.
Ø They said we reject any ultimatums and we will assess Iran’s compliance based on Iran’s performance 

regarding its nuclear-related commitments under the JCPOA.
Ø Meanwhile, U.S. President urged Iran’s leadership to sit down and talk with him about giving up nuclear 

programme and said he could not rule out a military confrontation.



Page 18 : Barn owls to play Tom, fight Jerry in Lakshadweep
Context: 
Ø With a thriving rat population playing havoc with its coconut yield, the union territory of Lakshadweep is 

turning to barn owls for help.
Details: 
Ø The scenic islands have recruited three pairs of barn owls from Kerala to fight what has so far been a 

losing battle against the rodents. 
Ø After a lengthy bureaucratic process that began in 2017, the winged hunters have now reached Kavaratti 

by ship. For the time being, the three males and three females are getting acclimatised in specially built 
cages.

Ø They will gradually be released into the coconut plantations under a closely monitored breeding and 
rodent management programme. According to the authorities, the owls were chosen from among healthy 
birds rescued by the Kerala Forest Department.

Ø The biocontrol measure is spearheaded by the Lakshadweep Administration, with the Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra (KVK) at Kavaratti providing the technical knowhow. 

Ø Coconut is an important money-spinner for the islands, but the pesky rodents account for 30 to 40% of 
the yield loss. Total production stood at 8.76 crore nuts in 2017-18.

Ø Employing owls to hunt down rats is not a new idea for the islanders.
Ø Similar attempts were reportedly made in the 1960s as well. Again, it’s not just about collecting a few 

birds and releasing them into the coconut plantations. It has to be a breeding programme. 
Ø These are birds in the scheduled list and need to be cared for as such.



Why barn owls?
Ø So, why barn owls? Why not other accomplished rat hunters like cats or rat snakes? The reason is that the 

rats in the Lakshadweep Islands practically live on the treetops.
Ø The coconut palms here grow so close together they resemble a jungle. The fronds overlap allowing the 

rodents to easily move from one tree to another. Besides, the nocturnal barn owls are natural rat hunters, 
armed with a powerful auditory mechanism.


