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GS2: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Context:
 With reference to the ‘Joint Communique of the Leaders’ Round table of the Belt and Road
Forum (BRF)’, in Beijing, the Chinese foreign ministry website has not listed the BCIM as a
project covered by the BRI.
 India, for the second time, has not officially participated in the BRF, as CPEC—a flagship of
the BRI as it passes through Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK).
 It may have led to the exclusion of the Bangladesh- China- India- Myanmar (BCIM)
Economic corridor from the list of projects covered by the China-led Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) umbrella.
 South Asia is covered by three major undertakings—
1. The China-Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC)
2. The Nepal-China Trans-Himalayan Multi-dimensional Connectivity Network, including
Nepal-China cross-border railway
3. China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)

Bangladesh–China–India–Myanmar (BCIM) Corridor
•

2800 km long

•

Proposes to link Kunming in China’s Yunnan province with Kolkata, passing though
Mandalay in Myanmar and Dhaka in Bangladesh.

China-Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC)
•

It starts from Yunnan Province of China to Mandalay in Central Myanmar.

•

From there it will head towards Yangon, before terminating at the Kyaukpyu Special
Economic Zone (SEZ) on the Bay of Bengal.

•

The 1,700-km corridor

•

Myanmar has signed an agreement with Beijing to establish the CMEC.

•

The CMEC will also reduce Beijing’s trade and energy reliance on the Malacca straits — the
narrow passage that links the Indian Ocean with the Pacific.

•

Chinese worry that the military domination over the Malacca straits of the United States can
threaten one of China’s major economic lifeline.
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Nepal-China Trans-Himalayan connectivity network
•

The Nepal-China Trans-Himalayan connectivity network starts from Chengdu, from where
it is linked to Tibet by the Sichuan-Tibet Highway.

•

It is proposed that the railway from Tibet will be further extended to Kathmandu, via
Ya’an, Qamdo, Lhasa and Shigatse.

•

Planned Chinese Economic Corridors
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GS 2: POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
Context:
•

Abusing a person with filthy language alone does not constitute the offence of criminal
intimidation, the Supreme Court has held.

•

The question before the court was whether the acts of an appellant constituted criminal
intimidation under Section 506 of IPC.

•

In order to attract Section 506 IPC, the court, said that the prosecution must prove:

1. That the accused threatened some person.
2. That such threat consisted of some injury to his person, reputation or property; or to the
person, reputation or property of someone in whom he was interested;
3. That he did so with intent to cause alarm to that person
4. The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), through a notification, has hiked
the basic customs duty (BCD) on wheat to 40 percent.
Details:


The government has now hiked the customs duty on wheat to 40 % from 30% to “curb
imports and protect the domestic industry”.



The government wants to restrict overseas purchase so that domestic prices of wheat do not
come under pressure as the country’s wheat output is expected to scale a record high this
year.



At 40 percent import duty, imports are not viable for flour mills. They have to buy local crop.



India’s wheat production this season might cross 100 million tonnes.



The government has fixed wheat’s minimum support price (MSP) at Rs 1,840 per quintal, as
part of its decision to fix the support price at a minimum of 1.5 times the production cost.
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GS3: ECONOMY
Context:
•

Recently, investors in Fixed Maturity Plans (FMPs) of two fund houses were told that they
may need to be a little flexible about receiving their maturity proceeds.

What are fixed maturity plans?
•

Closed-end debt funds with a maturity period of one month to five years.

•

Long-term capital gains tax is levied on debt funds after three years.

•

A long-term capital gain or loss is the gain or loss from the sale of a investment that has
been owned for longer than 12 months at the time of sale.

•

In India, the long-term capital gains on sale of listed securities exceeding Rs.1 lakh are
taxed at 10% as per the Union Budget 2018. The short-term gains will be taxed at 15
percent. In case of debt mutual funds, both short- and long-term capital gains are taxed.

•

Three-year fixed maturity plans are popular.

•

FMPs provide steady returns over a fixed-maturity period,

•

They protect investors from market fluctuations.

•

A fund manager invests in FMP’s instruments in such a way that all of them mature around
the same time.

•

During the tenure of the plan, all the units of the plan are held until they mature on a
specified date.

•

This way investors get an indicative rate of return of the plan.

•

FMPs usually invest in certificates of deposits (CDs), commercial papers (CPs), money
market instruments, non-convertible debentures.

•

Since FMPs are closed-end funds, they can only be traded on the stock exchange where they
are listed.

•

However, trading in these units is negligible which makes FMPs illiquid.

•

Compared to this, open-ended debt funds can be bought or sold on a daily basis.

•

The IL&FS default has shown that even AAA or A1 ratings from Indian rating agencies can
fail.
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•

Therefore, ratings do not completely insulate against credit risks.

•

FMPs can expose one to higher risks than open-end debt schemes by owning concentrated
exposures in corporate bonds.

•

In open end-debt funds, institutional investors tend to protest risky exposures by exiting the
fund, a facility which close-ended FMPs don’t allow.

Context:
•

The Supreme Court has ordered the Reserve Bank of India to disclose its annual inspection
reports of banks, along with the list of wilful defaulters and information related to them under
the Right to Information Act.

Details:
•

In 2011 the Central Information Commission said the public has the right to know how
banks are functioning since significant amounts of public funds are kept in banks.

•

In 2015, a petitioner had sought copies of inspection reports of certain commercial banks
from April 2011 under the RTI Act.

•

THE RBI withheld the information citing ‘economic interest’ and ‘fiduciary (trust based)
relationship’ with banks.

•

The court observed that the the information about the banks is with RBI only by virtue of its
nature as a statutory authority.

•

The court had held that the RBI is accountable to the general public and cannot withhold
information under the defence of “trust” with the financial institutions.

•

Banks’ total non-performing assets amounted to Rs. 11.2 trillion in FY18.

Details:
•

RBI is empowered under section 35 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 to conduct
annual inspection of all commercial banks—public, private and foreign.

•

It conducts an on-site inspection of all banks once a year.

•

RBI officials visit the head offices and branches of banks to inspect the books.

•

Currently, the annual inspection is based on a Risk-Based Supervision method which focuses
on “evaluating both present and future risks, identifying incipient problems and facilitates
prompt intervention/early corrective action”.
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•

Earlier RBI used to follow the CAMELS approach—capital adequacy, asset quality,
management, earning, liquidity and system and control.

•

The final report is then shared with the banks to enable them to take corrective steps.

•

Typically bank inspection reports are not made public.

•

Banks hold deposits on demand. This kind of information, if it goes out in the public domain,
will have an impact on financial stability.

•

The RBI has been arguing that this is a matter of confidentiality between the central bank and
other entities.

•

Section 28 of the RBI Act allows them to disclose only confidential rather than individual
information,”

GS2: POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
Context:
•

The Election Commission said that penal provision for a voter making any false allegation
about VVPAT displaying wrong result was necessary to prevent frivolous complaints.

Details:
•

The Election Commission had received three complaints about VVPAT displaying wrong
result, one each from Gujarat and Kerala and another from a former DGP in Assam.

•

Deputy Election Commissioner said it usually took more than 20 minutes for poll officials to
address a complaint of VVPAT showing wrong result.

•

A series of such complaints could even sabotage the election process.

What is the procedure followed if a complaint is raise about the EVM/
VVPATs?
•

Any person making a claim about the malfunction after casting his vote has to make a
declaration, after which the person is allowed to cast a “test” vote.

•

If the allegation is found true, the presiding officer shall report the facts immediately to the
returning officer, stop further recording of votes in that voting machine and act as per the
direction that may be given by the Returning Officer.

•

If the allegation is false, a case under Section 177 of the IPC is made out.
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•

It prescribes simple imprisonment for a term extending to six months, or with fine of
Rs.1,000, or both.

•

A petition has been filed to reconsider the provision.

•

It may not be fair and just to charge an elector for reporting such a deviant behaviour.

•

The rule infringed upon a citizen’s right to freedom of expression, which is a fundamental
right of free expression guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution, the petition
said.

•

A third possibility, the petition said, would be that VVPATs can be stuffed [just like it used
to be done in the traditional ballot boxes], by overriding the 12-second barrier of EVMs.

How Voting Happens
•

The presiding officer must first enable the ballot unit by pressing a button on the control unit.

•

The ballot unit becomes active only after this is done and the voter can cast their vote by
pressing a button for a candidate once on the ballot unit.

•

Once the button is pressed, the light next to the button comes on and a long beep can be
heard indicating that the vote has been recorded.

•

The voter verifiable paper audit trail simultaneously prints a small slip of paper that carries
the symbol, name and serial number of the candidate chosen by the voter.

•

This slip is visible for seven seconds in the machine’s viewing window.

•

Once one vote has been cast, the ballot unit becomes inactive and does not respond to any
more button presses till the presiding officer schedules the next vote by again, enabling the
ballot unit from the control unit.

•

Vote stuffing is not possible due to the feature that the control unit cannot accept
another vote in less than 12 seconds. Votes are date and time stamped, and no votes can
be cast before or after the poll.
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GS2: POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
Context:
•

The Army is in the process of procuring Spike-LR Anti-Tank Missiles from Israel and Igla-S
Very Short-Range Air Defence Systems (VSHORAD) from Russia through a set of new
financial powers for emergency procurements sanctioned by the Defence Ministry earlier this
month.

•

Emergency financial powers to the army:

•

Armed forces have been given a free hand to procure equipment worth up to Rs.300 crore
on a priority basis.

•

Entirely new systems not in use can also be procured under the new powers.

•

For the procurement under the emergency orders, the forces need not even take concurrence
of the Integrated Financial Advisor from the defence finance department.

About Arms
Spike-LR Anti-Tank Missiles:
•

Made in Israel

•

Range of 4 km

VSHORAD :
•

Very Short-Range Air Defence (VSHORAD) to replace the Igla systems in service

•

Three contenders in the fray — MBDA of France, Rosoboronexport of Russia and SAAB of
Sweden.

GS 2: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Context:
India-China team on pharma to meet next month.
•

India will be sending a high-level delegation to the first meeting of the working group on
pharmaceuticals, with China, scheduled in Beijing next month.
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Details:
•

An initiative under the India-China Strategic Economic Dialogue (SED) Mechanism, the
working group meeting comes in the backdrop of growing efforts by India to increase
pharma exports to China.

•

In doing so, the emphasis has been on impressing upon China to make the drug registration
process easier for Indian pharma companies.

•

There is a need for strengthening our exports to China and also to reduce import dependence
from China, which could be achieved with regular trade and bilateral discussions.

•

In 2018-19, China figured in the 17th spot in the list of India’s top pharma export
destinations.

GS3 : ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY
Context:
•

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the Uttar Pradesh government to take steps
in curbing water pollution around industrial areas in the State.

•

A report was furnished by the Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board stating that industrial
effluents are contaminating the Hindon river.

Hindon River:
•

A tributary of Yamuna river.

•

It originates from Upper Shivalik in Lower Himalayan Range.

•

Entirely rainfed.

•

Kali river, from the Doon Valley merges with Hindon River, before it merges with
the Yamuna River.

Context:
•

The Union Environment Ministry has constituted a committee to implement the National
Clean Air Programme (NCAP), which aims to reduce particulate matter (PM) pollution by
20%-30% in at least 102 cities by 2024.

National Clean Air Programme (NCAP):
•

The committee will be chaired by the Secretary, Union Environment Ministry .
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•

Its members are the Joint Secretary (Thermal), Ministry of Power; Director-General, The
Energy Resources Institute (TERI), the Delhi-based think-tank; and Professor Sachidananda
Tripathi, Indian Institute of Technology-Kanpur (IIT-K).

•

The committee would be headquartered in New Delhi

•

The NCAP is envisioned as a five-year action plan with 2019 as the first year. There would
be a review every five years.

Context:
•

An international team led by the Hyderabad-based International Crops Research Institute for
the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) has identified in chickpea four important genes for heat
tolerance and three important genes for drought tolerance.

Details:
•

These climate-resistant genes will help in developing newer chickpea varieties which can
tolerate temperatures up to 38°C.

•

Also, the identification of other genes with important agromic traits will help in increasing
the yield and providing better resistance to pests and diseases.

About Chickpea
•

More than 90% of chickpea cultivation area is in South Asia, including India.

•

Chickpea is a cool season crop.

•

The study has found that chickpea originated in the Mediterranean/south-west Asia and
migrated to south Asia.

•

It reached India about two centuries ago, apparently through Afghanistan.

•

In parallel, it migrated from the Mediterranean to east Africa and central Asia.

Editorials: No good options in Afghanistan
•

Afghanistan has been through different governance systems — monarchy till 1973;
communist type rule, initially home-grown and then imposed by the U.S.S.R. with its 1979
intervention; jihadi warlordism in the early 1990s; shariat-based Taliban rule; and a
democratic republic based on a presidential system since 2004.

•

Reconciliation with the Taliban is increasingly projected as the way forward.
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•

However, ‘reconciliation’ means different things to different players and to different groups
of Afghans.

•

It is important to note that the U.S. began its operations in Afghanistan, primarily against the
al-Qaeda, 18 years ago.

•

As it set about creating new institutional structures in Afghanistan, supported by the
international community, U.S. troop presence began to grow.

•

From a few thousand in 2002, the numbers increased and stabilised around 20,000 between
2004 and 2006 when they started climbing.

•

However, by 2010, it had spiked to 1,00,000, dropping to 10,000 in 2016 and currently
numbers around 15,000.

•

The cumulative cost has been over $800 billion on the U.S. deployments and $105 billion on
rebuilding Afghanistan, with nearly 2,400 American soldiers dead.

•

It is important to note that S. President Donald Trump’s policy announced in August
2017 was aimed at breaking the military stalemate by authorising a small increase in U.S.
presence, removing operational constraints, putting Pakistan on notice, improving
governance and strengthening the capabilities of Afghan security forces.

•

However within a year, the policy failure was apparent.

•

Afghan government continued to lose territory and today controls less than half the country.

•

Since 2015, Afghan security forces have suffered 45,000 casualties with over 3,000 civilians
killed every year.

•

Last year (2018), U.S. senior officials travelled to Doha to open talks with the Taliban,
followed by the appointment of Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad as Special Representative for
Afghan Reconciliation.

•

Five rounds of talks have been held and a sixth is likely soon.

•

Khalilzad (who is a US diplomat and the Special Representative for Afghanistan
Reconciliation at the Department of State) is seeking guarantees that the Taliban will not
provide safe haven to terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda and Afghan territory will not be used
to launch strikes against the U.S.

•

The Taliban have demanded a date for U.S. withdrawal along with the release of all Taliban
detainees in Guantánamo and Afghanistan.

•

Khalilzad has also sought a ceasefire in Afghanistan and engagement in an intra-Afghan
dialogue in return.
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•

The Taliban have responded with their new spring offensive, al-Fath, and refuse to engage
with the Afghan government.

•

There is growing support among certain Afghan sections for an interim government.

•

Such an arrangement would prepare the ground for fresh elections after constitutional
amendments and electoral reforms using the Loya Jirga process (a grand assembly of tribal
elders) over the next two years.

•

The real risk is that as Western funding for salaries and equipment dries up and political
legitimacy of Kabul erodes, the cohesiveness of the Afghan security forces will be impacted.

•

Moscow is convinced that the U.S.-backed experiment of the National Unity
Government needs to end.

•

Chinese interest is securing its Xinjiang province and the Belt and Road Initiative projects in
the region.

•

To demonstrate its support, Pakistan released Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, a leader and
founder of the Taliban.

•

There is agreement that peace in Afghanistan cannot be restored by military action.

•

It is also clear that a prolonged U.S. military presence is not an answer.

•

The problem is that a U.S. withdrawal will end the U.S. war in Afghanistan but without a
domestic and regional consensus, it will not bring peace to Afghanistan.

Editorial: Line of confidence
•

Line of Control (LoC): A Line of commerce and co-operation

•

Two confidence-building measures (CBMs) between India and Pakistan — cross-LoC trade
and cross-LoC travel.

•

Stakeholders were hopeful that while cross-LoC travel would connect divided families,
cross-LoC trade would foster economic ties between Jammu and Kashmir and Pakistanoccupied Kashmir (PoK) that would eventually help reap the peace dividend.

•

In the month of April, 2019, the government of India announced the suspension from
midnight of trade at the two designated points expressing concerns over ‘illegal inflows of
weapons, narcotics and currency’ in the country. ‘

•

A stricter regulatory regime’ is expected for re-initiation of trade.
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•

Cross-LoC trade is an intra-Jammu and Kashmir trade, in the form of barter of goods on a
reciprocal basis.

•

Started on October 21, 2008.

•

21 categories of items are traded on zero tariffs.

•

LoC trade takes place four days a week, wherein traders are allowed to exchange 70 trucks
per day.

•

The trade-in (import) and trade-out (export) goods have to be balanced to zero for each
trading firm within a period of three months.

•

The total number of traders registered at the Salamabad Trade Facilitation Centre (TFC), Uri,
and Chakan-da-Bagh TFC, Poonch, is approximately 600.

•

Since 2008, trade has shown an average year-on-year growth of about 19%, reaching a
cumulative value of over Rs. 6,500 crores to date.

•

Furthermore, it has generated more than 1.6 lakh job days.

•

Despite its success, the operational and policy level deficiencies render the trade vulnerable
to misconceptions and malpractices.

•

There are ‘seasonal traders’, that is, traders who are active only for few months,
thereby leaving a negative balance overall in the barter trade.

•

These issues, coupled with a number of infrastructural issues such as a non-functional
weighbridge, lack of CCTV cameras and truck scanners, and an absence of regular
communication channels warrant reforms in the trade practices.

•

The unexpected suspension of the trade has affected locals. Traders have incurred significant
losses as most of the goods were in transit while some goods were sold at a lower price in the
local markets of Jammu and Kashmir.

•

Firstly, a revision in the ‘Standard Operating Procedure’ (SOP) of trade is required to
highlight the trader re-registration process

•

Eight-digit HS (harmonised system) codes must be assigned to ensure clarity on the
items.

•

The SOP must also specify the modality of movement of trucks across the LoC as well as
clarity on filing of GST/other local taxes.

•

A token system on a first-come-first-serve basis should be explored.
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•

This will check the misuse of trade registration number in the roster system.

Editorial: For a malnutrition-free India
•

According to the National Family Health Survey (NFHS)-4, India has unacceptably high
levels of stunting, despite marginal improvement over the years.

•

In 2015-16, 38.4% of children below five years were stunted and 35.8% were underweight.

•

India ranks 158 out of 195 countries on the human capital index. Lack of investment in
health and education leads to slower economic growth.

•

The aim of the National Nutrition Strategy of 2017 is to achieve a malnutrition-free India
by 2022.

•

The plan is to reduce stunting prevalence in children (0-3 years) by about three percentage
points per year by 2022 from NFHS-4 levels, and achieve a one-third reduction in anaemia in
children, adolescents and women of reproductive age.

•

According to NFHS-4 data, India has more stunted children in rural areas as compared to
urban areas,

•

In terms of geographical regions, Bihar (48%), Uttar Pradesh (46%) and Jharkhand (45%)
have very high rates of stunting, while States with the lowest rates include Kerala, and Goa
(20%).

•

While nutrition has improved across all States, inter-State variabilities remain extremely
high. The most significant decline has been noted in Chhattisgarh (a 15-percentage point
drop in the last decade).

•

A study by the International Food Policy Research Institute shows that stunting prevalence
varies across districts (12.4-65.1%), and almost 40% districts have stunting levels above
40%.

•

U.P. tops the list, with six out of 10 districts having the highest rates of stunting.

•

Government has taken various measures to check malnutrition in the people which are as
follows:

•

Early initiation of breastfeeding and exclusive breastfeeding till 6 months of age through
ASHA worker and health care provider at health facilities.

•

Under “MAA” programme of MoHFW, impetus on capacity building of the health workers
on lactation management at both community and facility levels and 360-degree IEC
campaign to create awareness regarding breastfeeding is being carried out.
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•

Treatment of sick children with severe acute malnutrition at special units called the
Nutrition Rehabilitation Centres (NRCs), set up at public health facilities.

•

Vitamin A supplementation for children aged 6 months to 5 years and iron and folic acid
supplementation is being carried out for children, adolescents, pregnant and lactating
women through life cycle approach under “National Iron Plus Initiative” programme.

•

Also, promotion of intake of iodised salt is being carried out under National Iodine
Deficiency Disorders Control Programme.

•

Village Health and Nutrition Days and Mother and Child Protection Card are the joint
initiative of the Ministries of Health & Family welfare and the Ministry of Woman and Child
for addressing the nutrition concerns in children, pregnant women and lactating mothers.

•

Monthly Village Health and Nutrition Days (VHND) are monthly days held at village
level in Anganwadi centre to increase the awareness and bring about desired changes in the
dietary practices including the promotion of breastfeeding.

•

Under the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) and Rashtriya Kishore Swasthya
Karyakram (RKSK), systematic efforts are undertaken to detect nutrition deficiency among
children and adolescents respectively.

•

Supplementary Nutrition in form of hot-cooked meals and take-home ration provided to
children aged 6 months to 6 years under Integrated Child Development Services.

•

Growth monitoring of children aged 0-5 years on a monthly basis at Anganwadi Centres.

•

Mid-day meal is provided for all students enrolled in Government and Government aided
schools.

•

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojna under the Umbrella Integrated Child Development
Services Scheme as direct targeted interventions to address the problem of malnutrition in the
country.

•

Malnutrition is not a direct cause of death but contributes to mortality and morbidity by
reducing resistance to infections.

•

There are a number of causes of death of children such as prematurity, low birth weight,
pneumonia, diarrhoeal diseases, non-communicable diseases, birth asphyxia & birth trauma,
injuries, congenital anomalies, acute bacterial sepsis and severe infections, etc.

National Nutrition Mission (NNM)
•

The Mission aims to prevent and reduce prevalence of stunting among children (0-6 years) in
the country by 6%, under-nutrition (underweight) prevalence among children (0-6 years) by
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6%, prevalence of anaemia among children (6-59 m) by 9%, prevalence of anaemia among
women (15-49 years) by 9% and reduction in prevalence of low birth weight by 6%.

GS2: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Context:
•

Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Masood Azhar is listed as a designated terrorist by the UN Security
Council 1267 Committee.

•

Chronology of events:

•

2009: India moves a proposal by itself to designate Azhar as a global terrorist, a listing that
will subject him to global travel ban, asset freeze and arms embargo. China blocks the move.

•

2016: India again moves the proposal with the backing of the P3 – the United States, the
United Kingdom and France in the UN’s 1267 Sanctions Committee to ban Azhar.

•

2017: The P3 nations move a similar proposal again. China, a veto-wielding permanent
member of the Security Council, blocks the proposal from being adopted.

•

February 27, 2019: The US, the UK and France move a fresh proposal in the UN Security
Council to designate Azhar as a global terrorist.

•

March 13, 2019: China puts the hold on the proposal scuttling yet another attempt to blacklist
the JeM chief. The proposal was the fourth such bid at the UN in the last 10 years to list
Azhar as a global terrorist.

•

March 28, 2019: The US, supported by France and the UK, directly moves a draft resolution
in the UN Security Council to blacklist the Pakistan-based terror group’s chief.

•

April 3, 2019: China hits out at the US for threatening to use all available resources to
designate the JeM chief as a ‘global terrorist’, saying Washington’s move is complicating the
issue and not conducive to peace and stability in South Asia.

•

April 30, 2019: China says “some progress” has been achieved on designating Azhar as a
global terrorist by the UN and hopes that the vexed issue will be properly resolved.

•

May 1, 2019: The 1267 Sanctions Committee designates Azhar as a global terrorist after
China lifts the hold on the proposal of the US, the UK and France.

•

At the end of March, the U.S. circulated a draft resolution (to sanction Azhar) among the
UNSC members, i.e., outside the 1267 Committee.
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•

However, the US moved a draft resolution to the UNSC, which would have forced a vote on
the issue and then the only way China could have blocked the process was by a veto.

•

The decision by China to lift its technical hold was achieved after intense negotiations across
global capitals.

•

Designation as a terrorist would mean a travel ban, arms embargo and asset freeze on
Azhar.

•

Indonesia as chair of the 1267 designation committee played a key role.

Reasons for listing:
•

His support for the Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) since its founding.

•

Being associated with the al-Qaeda by recruiting for them and “participating in the financing,
planning, facilitating, preparing, or perpetrating of acts or activities or supplying, selling or
transferring arms and related material”.

•

It also pointed to his role in recruiting fighters in Afghanistan.

•

The JeM itself was sanctioned by the 1267 Committee in 2001.

•

However, the reasons for listing did not mention the Pulwama attack of February 14, for
which the JeM had claimed responsibility, and which found mention in the latest (February
27) listing request for Azhar.
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Context:
•

Iraq has, for the second year in a row, become India’s top crude oil supplier, meeting more
than a fifth of the country’s oil needs in 2018-19 fiscal year.

•

Details:

•

Saudi Arabia has traditionally been India’s top oil source, but it was for the first time
dethroned by Iraq in 2017-18 fiscal year.

•

Iran was India’s second biggest supplier of crude oil after Saudi Arabia till 2010-11, but
western sanctions over its suspected nuclear programme relegated it to the seventh spot in
subsequent years.

•

UAE topped Venezuela to become India’s fourth-largest crude supplier.

•

Nigeria, Kuwait and Mexico are other major suppliers.

•

The U.S., which began selling crude oil to India in 2017, is fast becoming a major source.

GS 3: INTERNAL SECURITY
Context:
•

Maoist insurgents blew up an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) killing 15 jawans and a
civilian in Maharashtra’s Gadchiroli district.

Details:
•

The insurgents have been targeting the ongoing Lok Sabha elections and had triggered as
many as four IED blasts leading up to the polls, injuring six commandos of the Gadchiroli
police.

•

Maoists in India are spread in covering tribal areas of seven states.

•

It began in 1967 in forests of West Bengal’s village ‘Naxalbari’.

•

Naxalism originated in India, Maoism has its roots in China.

•

They want to establish a ‘communist society’ through armed revolution against the
government.

•

In 2017, a doctrine called ‘SAMADHAN’ was launched.
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•

S-smart leadership, A-aggressive strategy, M-motivation and training, A-actionable
intelligence, D-dashboard-based KPIs (key performance indicators) and KRAs (key result
areas), H-harnessing technology, A-action plan for each theatre and N-no access to financing.

•

Fast tracking building infrastructure, with a focus on solar lights, mobile towers with 3G
connectivity, and road-rail connectivity.

•

Indian Army or specialized forces – such as Greyhounds – to train forces to take on Naxals.

GS3: SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Context:
•

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) said that India set to launch second mission to
the moon Chandrayan-2 in July.

Details:
•

The moon landing is likely to be in September nearly two months after the launch, close to
the lunar South Pole, ISRO said.

•

The lunar South Pole is believed to contain ice and other minerals.

•

Chandrayaan-2 is a fully-indigenous mission that comprises three modules
•

An Orbiter,

•

A Lander named ‘Vikram’

•

A Rover named ‘Pragyan’

•

It will be launched on board a GSLV-MkIII rocket.

•

The GSLV-MkIII is a three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle that has been designed to carry
four-tonne class satellites into Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO).

•

The Chandrayaan-1 mission was launched on board a PSLV.

•

The Chandrayaan-2 weighs around 3,290 kg.

•

It would orbit around the moon and carry out remote sensing of the moon.

•

The payloads will collect scientific information on lunar topography, mineralogy, elemental
abundance, lunar exosphere and signatures of hydroxyl and water-ice.

•

The Orbiter and the Lander will be stacked together as an integrated module, while the Rover
will be housed inside the Lander.
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•

According to ISRO, once the Orbiter reaches the 100 km lunar orbit, the Lander will separate
from it and ISRO will carry out a controlled descent at a specific site and deploy the Rover.

•

The six-wheeled Rover will “move around the landing site in semi-autonomous mode as
decided by the ground commands.

•

The instruments on the rover will observe the lunar surface and send back data, which will be
useful for analysis of the lunar soil.

GS3: ECONOMY
Context:
•

Asian Development Bank (ADB) is involved with the $1 billion Mumbai metro, and is in
talks with the respective State governments for funding the Bhopal Metro and Bengaluru
Metro.

•

Funding for the Mumbai project is the largest extended to India by the ADB.

•

The bank is also working with the Centre to finance the newly-announced Delhi-Meerut
Rapid Rail project

About Asian Development Bank (ADB):
•

The Asian Development Bank(ADB) is a regional development bank established on 19
December 1966,

•

Headquartered in Manila (Philippines).

•

The company also maintains 31 field offices around the world to promote social
and economic development in Asia.

•

The bank admits the members of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP, formerly the Economic Commission for Asia and the
Far East or ECAFE) and non-regional developed countries.

•

Japan holds the largest share in ADB.

•

The aim of the ADB is social development by reducing poverty in Asia Pacific with inclusive
growth, sustainable growth and regional integration.

•

This is carried out through 80% investment in the public sector.

•

ADB invests in infrastructure, health, public administration system, helping nations to reduce
the impact of climate change and to manage natural resources.
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
Context:
•

Recently, The Madras High Court issued a verdict that the Lieutenant Governor of
Puducherry should not interfere in the day-to-day administration of the Union Territory.

•

It is important to note that the Lieutenant Governor of Puducherry, Kiran Bedi has been
locked in a prolonged dispute over the extent of her powers with Chief Minister V.
Narayanasamy, who says she has been disregarding the elected regime and seeking to run the
Union Territory on her own.

Lieutenant Governor of Puducherry issue
•

The court has laid down that “the decision taken by the Council of Ministers and the Chief
Minister is binding on the Secretaries and other officials.”

•

The judgement is based mainly on the principles that were laid down in last year’s (2018)
Constitution Bench decision on the conflict between the elected regime in the National
Capital Territory (NCT) and its Lt.Governor.

•

The five-judge Bench had ruled that the L-G has to either act on the ‘aid and advice’ of the
Council of Ministers, or refer to the President for a decision any matter on which there is a
difference with the Ministry, but has no independent decision-making powers.

•

The High Court also says the Administrator is bound by the ‘aid and advice’ clause in
matters over which the Assembly is competent to enact laws.

•

The L-G’s power to refer any matter to the President to resolve differences should not mean
“every matter”, the court has cautioned.

The difference in status between Delhi and Puducherry
•

The Puducherry legislature is the creation of a parliamentary law, based on an enabling
provision in Article 239A of the Constitution, whereas the NCT legislature has been
created by the Constitution itself under Article 239AA.

•

The Supreme Court had described the NCT as sui generis.

•

The NCT Assembly is limited in the extent of its legislative powers, as it is barred from
dealing with the subjects of public order, police and land.
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Editorial: The smokescreen of an infiltrator-free India
•

Assam is the only State in the country that had prepared an NRC in 1951.

•

It also became the first State to get the first draft of its own updated NRC.

•

The Register is meant to establish the credentials of a bona fide citizen as distinguished from
a foreigner.

•

This was done to detect Bangladeshi migrants who may have illegally entered Assam after
the midnight of March 24, 1971.

•

This cut-off date was originally agreed to in the 1985 Assam Accord.

What is the Assam Accord?
•

Assam witnessed a range of law and order problems and political turbulence driven by the
anti-foreigner’s movement, in the early 1980s.

•

Responding to this development, the Assam Accord (1985) was signed by the Centre and
the All Assam Students’ Union (AASU).

•

Consequent to this, those foreigners who had entered Assam between 1951 and 1961
were to be given full citizenship, including the right to vote.

•

The entrants between 1961 and 1971 were to be denied voting rights for ten years but
would enjoy all other rights of citizenship.

•

Anyone who entered the state without documents after March 24, 1971 will be declared a
foreigner and were to be deported.

•

It also had assurance to provide safeguards to protect the cultural, social, and linguistic
identity and heritage of the Assamese people.

Clause 6 of the Assam Accord
•

For recognition as citizens, the Accord sets March 24, 1971 as the cutoff date.

•

It was proposed that the immigrants up to the cutoff date would get all rights as Indian
citizens.

•

Thus, Clause 6 was inserted to protect, preserve and promote the cultural, social, linguistic
identity and heritage of the “Assamese people”.

•

It seeks to offer constitutional, legislative and administrative safeguards to the Assamese
people.
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•

“Assamese people” – As agreed by most stakeholders, the NRC of 1951 was the basis for
defining “Assamese people”.

•

The current NRC update is based on March 24, 1971, which defines citizenship.

•

On the other hand, Clause 6 relates to “Assamese people”.

•

It is important to note that if 1951 is accepted as the cutoff, it would imply that those who
migrated between 1951 and 1971 would be Indian citizens.

•

However, they would not be eligible for safeguards meant for “Assamese people”.

Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016
•

It seeks to grant citizenship to Hindu Bangladeshis who have entered Assam illegally post1971.

•

Various groups have opposed identification of illegal migrants on the basis of religion.

•

This unresolved citizenship related issue could further pose a challenge for the positive
outcome of the NRC, even if completed.

Conclusion
•

Critics allege that the current administration’s poll promise to implement the National
Register of Citizens (NRC) in a phased manner in other parts of the country is only a
smokescreen to hide its real agenda of using the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill to segregate
non-citizens on the basis of religion and subjecting only the Muslims among them to antiimmigration laws of the country.

•

The complete draft of the updated NRC in Assam published on July 30, 2018 excluded the
names of over 40 lakh of the total 3.29 crore applicants.

•

The Supreme Court has fixed July 31, 2019 for publication of the final NRC list after
disposal of all claims and objections.

•

It is important to note that the Ministry of Home Affairs on October 18, 2018 notified the
Citizenship (Amendment) Rules, 2018 making it mandatory for a person applying for
Indian citizenship to declare her or his religion.
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Editorial: The cost of antimicrobial resistance
Context:
•

A report from the Interagency Coordination Group on Antimicrobial Resistance (IACG) puts
the financial fall-out in perspective.

•

Titled “No Time to Wait: Securing The Future From Drug Resistant Infections”, it says in
about three decades from now uncontrolled antimicrobial resistance will cause global
economic shocks on the scale of the 2008-09 financial crisis.

•

The report says that in about three decades from now, uncontrolled antimicrobial resistance
will cause global economic shocks on the scale of the 2008-09 financial crisis.

•

In the worst-case scenario, the world will lose 3.8% of its annual GDP by 2050, while 24
million people will be pushed into extreme poverty by 2030.

•

Nations must acknowledge this eventuality, the IACG says, and act to fight it.

The Twin Challenge being faced
•

On the one hand, many Indians still die of diseases like sepsis and pneumonia because
they don’t get the right drug at the right

•

On the other hand, a poorly regulated pharmaceutical industry means that antibiotics
are freely available to those who can afford them.

•

The only way to postpone resistance is through improved hygiene and vaccinations.

Odisha evacuates over 11 lakh: Disaster management (GS3)
Context:
•

The State government of Odisha has evacuated over 11 lakh people from low-lying areas in
15 districts with the extremely severe cyclonic storm Fani expected to cross the Odisha coast.

Details:
•

As many as 26 of the 35 deadliest tropical cyclones ¡n history have been Bay of Bengal
storms.

•

Bangladesh has seen the most casualties, accounting for over 40% of the world’s tropical
cyclone-associated deaths in the past two centuries (India accounts for a quarter of the
deaths).
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•

In India, Odisha has seen most number of cyclones (98 between 1891 and 2002) but Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu have had the most casualties in recent times.

Why the East Coast is prone?
•

More cyclones are formed in the Bay of Bengal than Arabian Sea due to wind patterns (that
keep oceans cooler on the western side).

•

Even among those formed along the western coast, many move towards Oman instead of
hitting Indian shores.

•

Storms formed on the eastern coast, however, are more intense and since states on that side
have relatively flatter topography compared to the western coast they can’t deflect the winds.

How the strength of cyclones is measured:
•

Cyclones are classified based on the wind speed around the low-pressure area.

•

Wind speed of over 62 kmph is classified as a tropical cyclone and assigned a name.

•

It becomes a severe cyclonic storm if the speed is between 89 and 118 kmph.

•

A very severe cyclonic storm if the speed is between 119 and 221 kmph.

•

Those with higher speeds are categorised as super cyclonic storms.

Precautions taken:
•

National Disaster Response Force teams and Odisha Disaster Rapid Action Force have been
on alert.

•

As many as 25 teams of the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), Odisha Disaster
Rapid Action Force (ODRAF) along with State fire service personnel have been deployed in
the coastal districts.

•

The Defence forces were on high alert to meet any eventuality.

•

The Kolkata Port Trust has suspended shipping to the port.

•

INS Sahyadri, Ranvir and Kadmatt with relief material and medical teams embarked have
been deployed and are maintaining south of the cyclonic storm to be the first responder and
commence rescue operation as soon as the cyclone crosses coast.
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Editorial: A global label: on designating Masood Azhar as global terrorist
Context:
•

Recently, Masood Azhar was listed as a designated terrorist by the UN Security Council.

•

Masood Azhar is the chief of the terrorist organization named, the Jaish-e-Mohammad.

Details:
•

Experts opine that Masood Azhar’s listing as a designated terrorist by the UN Security
Council closes an important chapter in India’s quest to bring the Jaish-e-Mohammad chief to
justice.

•

Beijing’s veto of the listing three times between 2009 and 2017 had driven a wedge in IndiaChina relations.

•

The government has done well to approach Beijing with what the Ministry of External
Affairs called “patience and persistence”.

•

However, there is no mention of Azhar’s role in any of the attacks against India.

•

A specific reference to Pulwama, which was in the original proposal, was also dropped.

The Way Forward
•

Pakistan’s actions against others on the 1267 list have been far from effective, and in many
cases obstructionist.

•

Hafiz Saeed, the 26/11 mastermind and Lashkar-e-Toiba chief, roams free, addresses rallies,
and runs a political party and several NGOs without any government restrictions.

•

LeT’s operations commander Zaki Ur Rahman Lakhvi was granted bail some years ago
despite the UNSC sanctions mandating that funds and assets to the sanctioned individuals
must be frozen.

•

Masood Azhar should not be just starved of funds, arms and ammunition as mandated, but
that he must be prosecuted in Pakistan for the acts of terror he is responsible for.
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Editorial: The gender ladder to socio-economic transformation
Context:
•

More than a ‘more jobs’ approach, addressing structural issues which keep women
away from the workforce is a must

•

India is in the middle of a historical election which is noteworthy in many respects.

•

One among the many noteworthy points is the unprecedented focus on women’s
employment.

What does the data show?
•

Currently, the participation of women in the workforce in India is one of the lowest globally.

•

The female labour force participation rate (LFPR) in India fell from 31.2% in 2011-2012 to
23.3% in 2017-2018.

•

This decline has been sharper in rural areas, where the female LFPR fell by more than 11
percentage points in 2017-2018.

•

Social scientists have long tried to explain this phenomenon, more so in the context of rising
levels of education for women.

The reasons are:
•

low social acceptability of women working outside the household,

•

lack of access to safe and secure workspaces,

•

widespread prevalence of poor and unequal wages, and

•

a dearth of decent and suitable jobs.

•

Most women in India are engaged in subsistence-level work in agriculture in rural areas, and
in low-paying jobs such as domestic service and petty home-based manufacturing in urban
areas.

Unpaid work carried out by women:
The incidence and drudgery of this unpaid labour is growing.
This includes unpaid care work such as:
•

childcare,
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•

elderly care

•

household work such as collecting water.

•

The burden of these activities falls disproportionately on women, especially in the absence of
adequately available or accessible public services.

•

It also encompasses significant chunks of women’s contribution to agriculture, animal
husbandry, and non-timber forest produce on which most of the household production and
consumption is based.

The Way Forward:
•

A two-pronged approach must entail facilitating women’s access to decent work by
providing public services, eliminating discrimination in hiring, ensuring equal and decent
wages, and improving women’s security in public spaces.

•

It must also recognise, reduce, redistribute, and remunerate women’s unpaid work.

•

An ActionAid document, which has compiled a people’s agenda through extensive
discussions across States, provides critical recommendations to policymakers on issues of
concern to Dalits, tribal people, Muslims and other marginalised communities with a focus
on the needs of women.

•

On the question of work, women’s demands include gender-responsive public
services such as free and accessible public toilets, household water connections, safe and
secure public transport, and adequate lighting and CCTV cameras to prevent violence against
women in public spaces and to increase their mobility.

GS3: ECONOMY
Context:
•

The Reserve Bank of India has slapped monetary penalty on five pre-paid payment
instrument issuers, for violating regulatory guidelines.

What are repaid Payment Instruments (PPIs)
•

PPIs are instruments that facilitate purchase of goods and services, including financial
services, remittance facilities, etc., against the value stored on such instruments. PPIs that can
be issued in the country are classified under three types.

(1) Closed System PPIs, (2) Semi-closed System PPIs (3) Open System PPIs.
•

PPI issuer is an entity participating in a payment system for issuing PPIs to individuals or
organisations.

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.

https://www.jatinverma.org

P a g e | 29

•

The money so collected is used by the entity to make payment to the merchants who are part
of the acceptance arrangement and for facilitating funds transfer or remittance services.

•

A holder of PPI is an individual / organisation who purchases PPI from the PPI issuer and
uses the same for purchase of goods and services, including financial services, remittance
facilities, etc.

•

However, in case of a Gift PPI, the targeted beneficiary (though not being a purchaser) can
also be a holder.

Bharatpur voters rue closure of industries: GS3
Context:
•

Voters in eastern Rajasthan’s Bharatpur Lok Sabha constituency, an erstwhile Jat kingdom,
rue its inclusion in the National Capital Region and Taj Trapezium Zone (TTZ) which has
put the brakes on the region’s industrial growth.

•

The establishment of coal-based industries was not possible in Bharatpur because of the NCR
and TTZ status.

TAJ TRAPEZIUM ZONE
•

The Taj Trapezium Zone (TTZ) spreads over 10,400 sq km across the districts of Agra,
Firozabad, Mathura, Hathras and Etah in Uttar Pradesh and Bharatpur district of Rajasthan.

•

Since 1994, no new factory can be established in this protected area around the Taj Mahal.

•

The court has been monitoring developments in the TTZ and has on several occasions
slammed the Centre, Uttar Pradesh government and the TTZ Authority for their failure to
restore the pristine glory of the Taj Mahal.

•

The Taj Trapezium Zone (TTZ) spreads over 10,400 sq km across the districts of Agra,
Firozabad, Mathura, Hathras and Etah in Uttar Pradesh and Bharatpur district of Rajasthan.

•

Since 1994, no new factory can be established in this protected area around the Taj Mahal.

•

The court has been monitoring developments in the TTZ and has on several occasions
slammed the Centre, Uttar Pradesh government and the TTZ Authority for their failure to
restore the pristine glory of the Taj Mahal.
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The National Capital Region (NCR)
•

It is a central planning region centred upon the National Capital Territory in India.

•

It encompasses the entire NCT of Delhi and several districts surrounding it from the states
of Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan.

•

The NCR and the associated National Capital Region Planning Board were created in 1985 to
plan the development of the region and to evolve harmonized policies for the control of landuses and development of infrastructure in the region.

•

The National Capital Region (NCR) and its planning board were created under the National
Capital Region Planning Board Act of 1985.

•

The planning body for the region is the National Capital Region Planning
Board (NCRPB).

•

It is the apex planning body in the region, which come under the Union urban development
ministry.

•

NCRPB was set up in 1985 through an Act of Parliament, an outcome of a 1962 master
plan to look at Delhi in the regional context.

•

A state government can recommend the name of districts to be included in the National
Capital Region (NCR).

•

One of the main attractions for districts wanting to be part of the NCR are the funds they
would be eligible for from the NCR Planning Board (NCRPB),

IIT Kanpur identifies novel molecule to control hyper inflammation: GS3
•

Hyper inflammation compromises pathogen-clearing ability, also destroys the tissues
surrounding the inflamed area

•

A small protein (C5a) that is a part of the innate immunity (immediate defence against
pathogens that have never been encountered before) gets activated when a pathogen enters
the body.

•

The C5a protein then binds to a particular receptor (C5aR1) found on the surface of certain
cells such as macrophages and neutrophils to begin the process of inflammation and
pathogen clearance.

•

Neutrophiles are already present in the body and circulate in the blood.

•

Once the small protein binds to the C5aR1 receptor found on neutrophils, there is increased
migration towards the site of infection leading to hyper inflammation.
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•

At the same time, binding of the small protein to the receptor on macrophages reduces the
amount of a pro-inflammatory cytokine called interleukin-6 (IL-6) that is released, which is
desirable to overcome inflammatory symptoms.

PM’s Patan speech cleared: GS2
•

The Election Commission on Saturday said Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s speech at Patan
in Gujarat on April 21 did not attract any violation.

•

Referring to the Balakot air strike, PM said India’s response made Pakistan go begging
across the world for help.

•

Following a complaint alleging violation of the EC’s advisories and the Model Code of
Conduct, the poll panel sought a report from the State Chief Electoral Officer and a
certified copy of the transcript.
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