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Fall Armyworm 

Fall Armyworm menace has now spread to Mizoram, thereby risking the crops of North East 
region of India. 

About Fall Armyworm 

 The Fall Armyworm (FAW), or Spodoptera frugiperda, is an insect that is native to 
tropical and subtropical regions of the Americas.  

 In the absence of natural control or good management, it can cause significant damage to 
crops.  

 It prefers maize, but can feed on more than 80 additional species of crops, including rice, 
sorghum, millet, sugarcane, vegetable crops and cotton.  

 FAW was first detected in Central and Western Africa in early 2016 and has quickly 
spread across virtually all of Sub-Saharan Africa. In July 2018 it was confirmed in India 
and Yemen. 

 Because of trade and the moth's strong flying ability, it has the potential to spread further 
& faster. In nine months, the pest has spread to 10 Indian states causing widespread crop 
damage.  

 

Measures 

 It is better to take precautionary and preventive measures before the commencement of 
sowing.  

 Deep ploughing to expose more soil to the sun and avoid staggered sowing. 
 If an entire village goes in for sowing within a short time frame, the growth of crop would 

be uniform and the distribution of the pest will be uniform too, which reduces the crop 
damage.  

 The scientists have also suggested sowing of treated maize seeds and intercropping with 
red gram and use of pheromone traps. 

 One of the methods, suggested by Food and Agriculture Organisation, is the use of sand 
and lime mixture in the whorls of the maize plants. 

 There is need for documenting the methods that farmers in Mahabubnagar and Ranga 
Reddy districts and in some places in Karnataka had used to control FAW.  

 Also, instead of using the deadly pesticides recommended for its control without carrying 
any research, farmers should go in for local solutions. 

 

Farmers will need great support through Integrated Pest Management to sustainability 
manage FAW in their cropping systems. IPM emphasizes the growth of a healthy crop with the 
least possible disruption to agro-ecosystems and encourages natural pest control mechanisms. 

 

 


