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History – 10 MCQs (Focus on Ancient Indian History) 

Question 1: Which of the following findings of archaeological excavations of Indus Valley 
Civilization sites do not indicate that the region was ruled by some centralized authority? 

a) similarity in artefacts 
b) planned settlements 
c) the Great Bath 
d) standardised ratio of brick size 

Ans. (c) 

Explanation: 

1. The Great Bath is found only in Mohenjodaro. Similar grand bath like structure is not 
found at any other place. So, it does not indicate presence of some central authority.  

2. Some scholars argue that there was a single state in the whole area of the civilization, 
given the similarity in artefacts, the evidence for planned settlements, the standardised 
ratio of brick size, and the establishment of settlements near sources of raw material. As 
of now, the last theory seems the most plausible, as it is unlikely that entire communities 
could have collectively made and implemented such complex decisions. 

Question 2: Which of the following are characteristics of Indus Valley Civilization when it 
was approaching its end? 

1) Expansion of population into new settlements in Gujarat, Haryana and western Uttar 
Pradesh. 

2) Writing, long-distance trade, and craft specialisation disappeared. 
3) House construction techniques deteriorated. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. (d) 

Explanation: 

1. There is evidence that by c. 1800 BCE most of the Mature Harappan sites in regions such 
as Cholistan had been abandoned. Simultaneously, there was an expansion of population 
into new settlements in Gujarat, Haryana and western Uttar Pradesh. 

2. In the few Harappan sites that continued to be occupied after 1900 BCE there appears to 
have been a transformation of material culture, marked by the disappearance of the 
distinctive artefacts of the civilisation – weights, seals, special beads. Writing, long-
distance trade, and craft specialisation also disappeared. 

3. In general, far fewer materials were used to make far fewer things. House construction 
techniques deteriorated and large public structures were no longer produced. Overall, 
artefacts and settlements indicate a rural way of life in what are called “Late Harappan” 
or “successor cultures”. 
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4. What brought about these changes? Several explanations have been put forward. These 
range from climatic change, deforestation, excessive floods, the shifting and/or drying up 
of rivers, to overuse of the landscape. 

Question 3: Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1) Rig Veda were composed by people living along Ganges and its tributaries. 
2) At the time Rig Veda were written, agricultural settlements were limited to north of River 

Narmada. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) None of the above 

Ans. (d) 

Explanation: 

1. There were several developments in different parts of the subcontinent during the long 
span of 1,500 years following the end of the Harappan civilisation. This was also the 
period during which the Rigveda was composed by people living along the Indus and its 
tributaries. 

2. Agricultural settlements emerged in many parts of the subcontinent, including north 
India, the Deccan Plateau, and parts of Karnataka. Besides, there is evidence of pastoral 
populations in the Deccan and further south. Agricultural settlements continuously 
existed in areas like Maharashtra, south of Narmada, during the mature and late phases of 
Indus Valley Civilization.  

Question 4: In pre-historical age of India, the term ‘Megaliths’ are associated with use of 
large stone-structures in central and south India, used for 

a) Construction of houses 
b) Burial of dead 
c) Safety of towns 
d) Building river-dams 

Ans. (b) 

Explanation: 

 New modes of disposal of the dead, including the making of elaborate stone structures 
known as ‘megaliths’, emerged in central and south India from the first millennium BCE. In 
many cases, the dead were buried with a rich range of iron tools and weapons. 

Question 5: Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1) Brahmi script was deciphered by an officer of the English East India Company.  
2) Earliest Indian inscriptions were written in Devanagari script.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
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a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) None of the above 

Ans. (a) 

Explanation: 

1. Some of the most momentous developments in Indian epigraphy took place in the 1830s. 
This was when James Prinsep, an officer in the mint of the East India Company, 
deciphered Brahmi and Kharosthi, two scripts used in the earliest inscriptions and coins. 
Therefore, Statement 1 is right, while statement 2 is wrong.  

2. James Prinsep found that most of these mentioned a king referred to as Piyadassi – 
meaning “pleasant to behold”; there were a few inscriptions which also referred to the 
king as Asoka, one of the most famous rulers known from Buddhist texts. Successful 
reading of these inscriptions, later identified all over India, made Asoka, who was until 
then considered a small king of Mauryan dynasty, ‘Asoka the Great’.  

Question 6: Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding ‘Dharmasutras’ 
written aroung 6th c. B.C.? 

1) They were kind of guide to rulers. 
2) They were mostly written in Pali.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) None of the above 

Ans. (a) 

Explanation: 

1. From c. sixth century BCE onwards, Brahmanas began composing Sanskrit texts known 
as the Dharmasutras. These laid down norms for rulers (as well as for other social 
categories), who were ideally expected to be Kshatriyas. 

2. Rulers were advised to collect taxes and tribute from cultivators, traders and artisans. 
Raids on neighbouring states were recognised as a legitimate means of acquiring wealth. 

Question 7: The 6th century BC kingdom of Magadha was based in present day 

a) Uttar Pradesh 
b) Bihar 
c) Jharkhand 
d) West Bengal 

Ans. (b) 

Explanation: 
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1. In 6th c. B.C. capital of Magadha was located in Rajgir, Bihar. So, Bihar is the right 
answer.  

2. Initially, Rajagaha (the Prakrit name for presentday Rajgir in Bihar) was the capital of 
Magadha. Later, in the fourth century BCE, the capital was shifted to Pataliputra, present-
day Patna, commanding routes of communication along the Ganga. 

Question 8: Who among the following is/are contemporary of founder of Mauryan dynasty 
of India, Chandragupta Maurya? 

1) Alexander of Macedonia, who conquered a large empire 
2) Magasthenes, writer of Greek book ‘Indica’ 
3) Seleucas, a military governor of Alexander of Macedonia 
4) Gautam Buddha, founder of Buddhist religion 

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 3 and 4 only 
c) 1, 2 and 3 only 
d) 2 and 4 only 

Ans. (c) 

Explanation: 

1. There many mysteries regarding meeting of Alexander and Chandragupta Maurya, but 
there is no doubt that both were contemporaries, as few years after Alexander’s invasion 
of India in 326 B.C. and his death in 323 B.C., Chandragupta Maurya established 
Mauryan Empire, somewhere around 320 B.C. 

2. Greek historical records tell us that there was a war between Seleucas and Chandragupta 
Maurya soon after death of Alexander and establishment of Mauryan Empire. Seleucas 
claimed Afghanistan and Punjab as successor of eastern part of the empire of Alexander.  

3. Seleucas and Chandragupta Maurya had matrimonial relations later and Magasthenes was 
sent ambassador to the court of Chandragupta Maurya, by Seleucas. 

4. Gautam Buddha founded the order of Buddhism in 6th c. B.C. Chandragupta Maurya 
founded Mauryan Empire in 4th century B.C. So, Gautam Buddha was not contemporary 
of Chandragupta Maurya.  

Question 9: Which of the following statements are correct? 

1) Taxila, the famous town of ancient India, famous for its world-renowned university, was 
provincial headquarter of Ashokan Empire. 

2) Taxila is located in Afghanistan today. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) None of the above 
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Ans. (a) 

Explanation: 

1. There were five majors political centres in the empire – the capital Pataliputra and the 
provincial centres of Taxila, Ujjayini, Tosali and Suvarnagiri, all mentioned in Asokan 
inscriptions. 

2. Taxila is now located in Rawalpandi district of Punjab province of Pakistan.  
3. Taxila remained a major center of learning, initially for Brahmanical and later for 

Buddhist scholars, from 6th century B.C. to 4th c. A.D. Names of Chanakya, Chandragupta 
Maurya, Charaka (Ayurveda), and many other famous personalities of ancient India are 
associated with Taxila University.  

Question 10: Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1) The theory of ‘divine origin of king’ was absent in ancient India. 
2) Social inequality was absent in rural societies of ancient South India. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) None of the above 

Ans. (d) 

Explanation: 

1. Colossal statues of Kushana rulers have been found installed in a shrine at Mat near 
Mathura (Uttar Pradesh). Similar statues have been found in a shrine in Afghanistan as 
well. Some historians feel this indicates that the Kushanas considered themselves godlike. 
Many Kushana rulers also adopted the title devaputra, or “son of god”. Even Ashoka the 
Great of Mauryan dynasty called himself ‘devnampiya’ (i.e. beloved of God). Therefore, 
statement 1 is wrong.  

2. Early Tamil literature (the Sangam texts) also mentions different categories of people 
living in the villages – large landowners or vellalar, ploughmen or uzhavar and slaves or 
adimai. It is likely that these differences were based on differential access to land, labour 
and some of the new technologies. Therefore, statement 2 is also wrong. 

 

 


