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Modern Indian History – 10 MCQs 
 

Question 1 Shimla Accord of 1914, which decided the MacMohan Line, was signed by the 
governments of  
a) British India and Tibet 
b) China and Tibet 
c) British India, China and Tibet 
d) China and British India 
 
Ans. A 
Explanation:  
1. MacMohan line defines borders between North East India and Tibet (now an autonomous 

region of Republic of China). 
2. Shimla Accord, 1914, which decided the MacMohan Line, was signed by Henry 

MacMohan, then foreign secretary of British India and representative of Tibetan 
Government.  

3. MacMohan Line is accepted as legal border by India, while China rejects it.  
 
Question 2 Consider the following statements:  
1) The first session of Indian National Congress was attended by more than 1000 delegates 

from all parts of India. 
2) Indian National Congress aimed at complete independence of India since its foundation. 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both are correct 
d) None is correct 
 
Ans. d 
Explanation: 
1. The first session of Indian National Congress was attended by only 72 delegates from 

almost all parts of India. 
2. Resolution for complete independence or Purna-Swaraj was passed in 1929, many years 

after foundation of Indian National Congress in 1885. 
 
Question 3. The Khilafat issue was related to 
a) Massacre of hundreds of innocent and unarmed people by the British army.  
b) Opposition to Rowlatt Act by Mahatma Gandhi. 
c) Treatment meted out to Turkey after First World War. 
d) Boycott of foreign goods. 
Ans. C 
Explanation:  
1. Sultan of Turkey was regarded by Muslims all over the world as their spiritual leader i.e. 

Khalifa. Muslims, including those from India, were sympathetic towards him and wanted 
British to treat him with respect after Turkish defeat in the First World War (1914-19). 
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But Britishers not only dismembered Turkish Empire, but also disrespected Khalifa. This 
became a political issue in India.  

2. Opposition to Rowlatt Act, redressal of Jallianwala Bagh massacre and Khilafat 
movement formed the base of Gandhi led Non-cooperation movement in 1920.  

 
Question 4 Consider the following statements on Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

1) He opposed the popular Hindu religion based on superstitions and orthodox practices. 
2) He opposed the traditional philosophical systems of India. 
3) He believed that Western culture would help regenerate Indian society.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
a) 1 only  
b) All are correct 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 2 and 3 only 
Ans. C 
Explanation:  
1. Raja Ram Mohan Roy possessed great love and respect for the traditional philosophic 

systems of the East but at the same time he believed that the Western culture alone would 
help regenerate Indian society.  

2. He believed in ‘human reason’ and was of the opinion that philosophy of Vedanta was 
based on principle of reason.. 

 
 
Question 5 In Indian social reform movement, Derozians are known for 
a) Reforms in Hinduism 
b) Resurgence of Vedas 
c) Attack on old customs and traditions 
d) Attack on Sati System of Hindu society 
Ans. C 
Explanation: 
1. Derozians were followers of Young Bengal Movement founded by an anglo-Indian, 

Henry Vivian Derozio. The movement is known for its radical views against old customs 
and traditions of Indians.  

2. They were patriotic and attacked religious dogmas to pave way for renaissance in India.  
 

Question 6 In second half of the 19th century 
1) Foreign capitalists were attracted to Indian Industry by prospects of high profits. 
2) There was high demand for Indian jute world over.  
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both are correct 
d) None is correct        

 
Ans. c 
Explanation: 
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1. In second half of the 19th century, most of the modern Indian industries, like cotton, jute, 
coal, etc., were owned by the British capital. British invested in Indian industries for 
promised high profits, as labour was cheap, raw materials were readily available and 
cheap, and there was ready market in neighborhood itself. 

2. For many Indian products, such as tea, jute and manganese, there was ready demand the 
world over.  

3. Today, India is trying to lure FDI and increase exports of Jute!!! 
 
Question 7 Which of the following was not one of the features of British rule in India? 
a) Decay of indigenous industries 
b) Exploitation of poor peasants by commercial banks 
c) High taxation 
d) Frequent famines  
 
Ans. B 
Explanation: 
1. Commercial banks catered to the needs of only wealthy landlords, capitalists and high 

officials of British Raj. Poor peasants were exploited by zamindars, local money-lenders, 
princes and state officials. 

2. Most Indians lived on the verge of starvation during the British rule. While indigenous 
industries were tactfully destroyed by the Britishers, new modern industries could never 
grow up due to opposition of British commercial interests. Both, high taxation and 
unemployment increased pressure on agriculture. As a result, Indians were impoverished 
and there were frequent famines.  
 

Question 8 Consider the following statements:  
1) The frequency of famines reduced in India during the British rule, in comparison to 

Mughal age.  
2) Indian famines were man-made during British rule.  
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both are correct 
d) None is correct 
 
Ans. b 
Explanation: 
1. Though there is no data on frequency of famines in India during Mughal rule, based on 

historical records of general prosperity, there is a consensus among Historians that 
frequency of famines increased in India during British rule in comparison to Mughal rule.  

2. Indian economic backwardness and poverty were not natural. They were man-made. The 
natural resources of India were abundant and capable of yielding, if properly utilized, a 
high degree of prosperity to the people. Due to exploitative British rule, India presented a 
paradox of a poor people starving in a rich country.  
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Question 9 Which of the following were the factors responsible for growth of nationalism in 
India during 19th and 20th centuries? 
1) Uniform and modern system of government 
2) Modern trade and industries on an all-India scale 
3) Railways 
4) Modern Education 
5) Taxation system 
Select the correct answer using the codes below:  
a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 
b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 
c) 3 and 5 only 
d) All are correct 
 
Ans. D 
Explanation:  
1. Modern Education produced rational, secular, democratic and nationalist political 

outlook. 
2. British provided political, economic and administrative unity to India. 
3. Even the common exploitative taxation system unified Indians against the common 

enemy. 
4. Railways brought together people from far away regions.  
5. With Modern trade and industries on all-India scale, an all India market emerged and 

goods were frequently transported from one region to another.  
 
Question 10 Under the Ryotwari Land Revenue system, the British Indian government made 
settlement directly with 
a) Zamindars 
b) Village groups 
c) Actual cultivators 
d) Native princes 
 
Ans. C 
Explanation: 
1. Under the Ryotwari Land Revenue system, the British Indian government made 

settlement directly with the actual cultivators of the land instead of some village head, 
village group (Mahalwari) or Zamindar (Permanent Settlement/Zamindari).  

2. It was introduced in Madras and Bombay Presidencies in the beginning of 19th century. It 
was periodically revised in 20-30 years.  

3. Names of British officials – Munro and Reed – are important in Ryotwari Settlement.  
 
 

 


