
International 
Relations through 

Maps



Joins the Gulf of Oman and the Persian Gulf



Joins the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea



Joins the Pacific Ocean to the east with the Indian Ocean to the 
west



China sees Taiwan as a breakaway province that will eventually 
be part of the country again, but many Taiwanese want a 
separate nation.
It has its own constitution, democratically-elected leaders, and 
about 300,000 active troops in its armed forces.
Taiwan has most of the characteristics of an independent state, 
even if its legal status remains unclear.





The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), which was thought to be a 
finished deal after the withdrawal of US, is now gaining fresh 
momentum. 
It was signed in February in New Zealand by 12 Pacific Rim 
countries. 
The TPP involved 12 nations (the US, Australia, Brunei 
Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New 
Zealand, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam). 



11 Pacific Rim countries have formally entered into 
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership or CP TPP or TPP11
It is revised version of Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) proposed 
by US, that was finalized after US withdrew from it.
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Page 12 World News: Don’t want war, but prepared to respond: Saudi.
• Saudi Arabia said that it wanted to avert war in the region but stood ready to respond with “all 

strength” following last week’s attacks on Saudi oil assets, telling Iran that the ball was now in 
its court.

• Riyadh has accused Tehran of ordering Tuesday’s drone strikes on two oil pumping stations in 
the kingdom, claimed by Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthi group. 

• Two days earlier, four vessels, including two Saudi oil tankers, were sabotaged off the coast of 
the United Arab Emirates.

• Security patrols: In response, countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) began 
“enhanced security patrols” in the international waters of the Arabian Gulf area on Saturday, the 
U.S. Navy’s Bahrain-based Fifth Fleet said on Sunday.

• Iran has denied involvement in either operation, which come as Washington and the Islamic 
Republic spar over sanctions and the U.S. military presence in the region, raising concerns 
about a potential U.S.-Iran conflict. 

• “It will do what it can to prevent this war and at the same time it reaffirms that in the event the 
other side chooses war, the kingdom will respond with all force and determination, and it will 
defend itself and its interests.”
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• Saudi Arabia’s King Salman invited Gulf and Arab leaders to convene emergency summits in 
Mecca on May 30 to discuss implications of the attacks.

• A Norwegian insurers’ report seen by Reuters said Iran’s Revolutionary Guards were “highly 
likely” to have facilitated the attack on vessels near the UAE’s Fujairah emirate, a main 
bunkering hub lying just outside the Strait of Hormuz.

• Iranian Foreign Minister has dismissed the possibility of war erupting, saying Tehran did not 
want conflict and no country had the “illusion it can confront Iran”.

• Not pursuing war: Iran
• This stance was echoed by the head of Iran's elite Revolutionary Guards on Sunday. “We are 

not pursuing war but we are also not afraid of war,” Major General Hossein Salami was cited as 
saying by the semi-official news agency Tasnim.
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• Who are the Houthis, and why is the World at war with them ?
• First and foremost, the Houthis are Zaydi Shiites, or Zaydiyyah. Shiite Muslims are the minority 

community in the Islamic world and Zaydis are a minority of Shiites, significantly different in 
doctrine and beliefs from the Shiites who dominate in Iran, Iraq, and elsewhere (often called 
Twelvers for their belief in twelve Imams).

• The Zaydi do not believe in ayatollahs like the Twelver Shiites—who are the Shiite sect in Iran and 
most of the Muslim world—nor do they practice the other Twelver doctrine 
of taqqiyah (dissimulation), which permits one to disguise his or her faith for self-protection.

• In short, they are a very different sect than the Iranian version of Shiism that Americans have come 
to know since the 1979 Iranian revolution.

• 2003: THE TIPPING POINT IN HOUTHI STRUGGLE
• The American invasion of Iraq in 2003 deeply radicalized the Houthi movement, like it did many 

other Arabs. It was a pivotal moment. 
• The Houthis adopted the slogan: “God is great, death to the U.S., death to Israel, curse the Jews, and 

victory for Islam,” in the wake of the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq. 
• The group also officially called itself Ansar Allah, or supporters of God. 
• It was a turning point largely unrecognized outside Yemen, another unanticipated consequence of 

George Bush’s Iraq adventures.
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• Hezbollah, the Shiite movement in Lebanon which successfully expelled the Israeli army from the 
country, became a role model and mentor for the Houthis. Although different kinds of Shiites, the 
two groups have a natural attraction. 

• Hezbollah provided inspiration and expertise for the Houthis. 
• Iran was a secondary source of support, especially since the Houthis and Iranians share a common 

enemy in Saudi Arabia.
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In the past, North Korea threatened to launch a nuclear 
attack on Guam Island, a US territory.
Guam is an island located in the Micronesia region of the 
Pacific, it is positioned just over 3000 miles from both Sydney 
and Hawaii.
It was captured by the US from Spain in 1898 during the 
Spanish-American war, is America’s most western territory 
but it is not a state.



Guam Island



The India–Myanmar–Thailand Trilateral Highway is a 
highway under construction under India's Look East policy 
that will connect Moreh, India with Mae Sot, Thailand via 
Myanmar.





From Chabahar, the existing Iranian road network can link 
up to Zaranj in Afghanistan, about 883 kms from the port. 
The Zaranj-Delaram road constructed by India in 2009 can 
give access to Afghanistan’s Garland Highway, setting up 
road access to four major cities in Afghanistan —





• India's Look East policy is an effort to cultivate extensive economic 
and strategic relations with the nations of Southeast Asia in order to 
bolster its standing as a regional power and a counterweight to the 
strategic influence of the People's Republic of China.

• India's Act East Policy was unveiled at the 12th ASEAN-India Summit 
in 2014 held in Nay Pyi Taw.

• Act East has a lot going for it, because several factors are coming 
together. 

• In other words, it is not just the ‘China-factor’ as the glue in India-
ASEAN relations (the Association of Southeast Asian Nations). There is 
more economic factor to it.

• India has also embraced a proactive diplomacy, courting ASEAN 
members, Vietnam to Myanmar, stringing the Indic-arc in the ASEAN. 
India has pushed for the realisation of the 2,000-km-long India-
Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway (in 2020). 







After a brief stopover, it become a severe cyclone in the west-
central Arabian sea. Name was given by – Oman





Extremely severe cyclonic Fani hit the Odisha coast in Puri early 
morning today with a wind speed or around 175 kmph.
The name of the Cyclone 'Fani', pronounced as 'Foni' was 
suggested by Bangladesh. 
India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Maldives, Myanmar, Oman, 
Pakistan and Thailand send names of tropical cyclones 
developing in the North Indian Ocean to the regional committee. 
Presently, each country has suggested eight names for cyclones 
occurring in future. 
The name ‘Fani’ was decided from a list containing 64 names.



The India Meteorological Department late on Tuesday issued a 
“yellow warning” for the Odisha coast, predicting heavy to very 
heavy rainfall at some places ahead of the landfall of Cyclone 
Fani.

A yellow warning indicates severely bad weather, warning people 
who are at risk to take preventive action. Yellow also means that 
you should plan ahead thinking about possible travel delays, or 
the disruption of your day-to-day activities.



When it comes to hurricanes, meteorologists rely on the Saffir-
Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale to measure the magnitude of the 
hurricane’s impact. Cyclone Fani may be a category 3 or 4 
hurricane.

Category 3: Winds ranging from 111 to 130 mph cause significant 
damage to property, humans, and animals. Mobile and poorly 
constructed frame homes are often destroyed, and even well-built 
frame homes commonly sustain major damage.



Category 4: Winds range from 131 to 155 mph. Category 4 
hurricanes often include long-term power outages and water 
shortages lasting from a few weeks to a few months, so again, it’s 
important for any remaining residents to have a significant 
nonperishable food and water supply at hand.



What is a category 3 or 4 hurricane



• Has emerged as a deep depression in the Bay of Bengal 
around 900 kms off

• Chennai on 15 December 2018.
• The name was contributed by Thailand





• Made its landfall between Nagapattinam and Vedaranyam
in Tamil Nadu.

• Named by Sri Lanka



• Titli- Bay of Bengal, get the host of cyclonic storms Titli. 
The Regional Intzz Multi-Hazard Early Warning

• System (RIMES) for Africa and Asia has termed ‘Titli’, the 
severe cyclonic storm that devastated Odisha in October, 
as ‘rarest cyclone’.

• Name was given by Pakistan



It is an inter-governmental body registered under the United 
Nations. 
It is being owned and managed by 45 collaborating countries 
in Asia Pacific and Africa Region. The programme unit of the 
agency is located in Thailand. 
At present, India is chairing RIMES







The section of the Atlantic east of Antartic Peninsula.
The Weddell Sea is part of the Southern Ocean and contains the 
Weddell Gyre. 



Volcanic islands off the northwest coast of Africa.



Joins North Sea to Baltic Sea ccross the Jutland peninsula.



Links Lake Ontario and Lake Erie.



East of Lake Victoria and West of Kilimanjaro



The largest lake in South America.Worlds highest navigable lake
On the border between Peru and Bolivia.



The Namib is a coastal desert in southern Africa.



Volcanic island in South Atlantic Ocean. Napoleon died here.
It is part of the British Overseas Territory of Saint Helena, 
Ascension and Tristan da Cunha.



Sea area bounded by Bernuda
Florida and Puerto Rico
Gained the nick name “Deadly Bermuda Tajangle” because of
unexplained disappearance of a large no. of ships and aircraft in
this region.





Ice free harbour in Sweden. Northern Europe’s leading port.



Famous tourist centre in Australia 



Plateau complex of Bolivia and Peru
Second largest plateau after Tibet
It is an Intermontane Plateau (i.e. surrounded by mountains) 
In its center lies the lake Titicaca.





Lies in Mediterranean Sea



On the border between Chile and Argentina; is the world’s 
highest peak, outside Asia. It is the world’s highest extinct 
volcano.



Mineral rich western region of Brazil



A hot desert in northern Iran. Rich in petroleum and Diamonds.



It is a volcanic plateau and includes Ethiopia , Eritrea, Somalia, 
Djibouti.



Region west of the Great Dividing Range and north east of lake
Eyre in Australia is a confined aquifer (ground water) storage
sandwiched between two impermeable rocks), therefore the
ground water comes up without pumping; but the water is saline
and used only for animals.





Namibia’s chief port.



The finest harbour on Africa’s east coast Maputo, Mozambique’s 
capital is situated here.



The Trans-Australian railway runs from port August through 
the Simpson Desert to Alice Spring



Entirely surrounded by South Africa; only country in Africa 
where all land is above 1000m.



It is a semi desert of Botswana and extends into Namibia, 
Zimbabwe and South Africa.



Originates in Drakensberg Mountains (Lesotho and forms a 
boundary between South Africa and Namibia.



The largest lake of Africa; It is NOT a rift valley lake; Kampala,
the capital of Uganda lies near its northern shore.



Lowest point in Africa; in Djibouti.



A depression caused by wind (called Deflation Hollow) in Egypt.



An extinct volcano.



Mount Cameroon is an active volcano in Cameroon near the Gulf
of Guinea.



It is on the north eastern boundary of Nigeria; reduced in size
because of droughts; oil rich regional.



Lake in Ghana created by the Akosombo Dam on the river Volta



On Uganda’s border; non-volcanic; referred to as the 
“Mountain of moon”



In Mozambique on the river Zamlozi



The Sahara is a desert located on the African continent. It is the
largest hot desert in the world, and the third largest desert
overall after Antarctica and the Arctic
There are three types of deserts in it sandy, stony and rocky.





Drakensberg, the main mountain range of Southern Africa.In
2000 Khahlamba/Drakensberg Park was designated a UNESCO
World Heritage site.



The great Congo River, formerly known as the Zaire River under
the Mobutu regime, is the second longest river in Africa, shorter
only than the Nile, as well as the second largest river in the world
by discharge volume, following only the Amazon.
Mouth: Atlantic Ocean





Originates in lake Victoria in Burundi; the blue Nile rises from
Tana lake (Ethiopia) and goes into eastern Mediterranean Sea;
Aswan Dam is located on the river Nile.





The largest city and port of Morocco.



Important sea-port of Turkey; famous for Mediterranean fruits
production.



An Arm of the Hudson Bay.



In north-western Myanmar; these are the extensions of the of the 
Arakan Yoma.



Situated along the boundary between Mexico and U.S.; It is the
largest Protected area of Chihuahuan Desert topography; It is
famous for the fossil remains of the Pterosaur, the largest flying
creature ever known discovered here.





Westernmost extension of Pamir; young fold mountains located in
Afghanistan and North western frontier province of Pakistan, its
highest peak is Tirich Mir.





Summer capital of Philippines on the Island of Luzon.



On Columbia River in the Washington State, U.S.; its reservoir is
called F.D Roosevelt Lake.



Important Buddhist centre in Myanmar, located on the bank of
Irrawaddy River



Capital and cultural centre of Bulgaria



The highest peak in Tasmania (Australia)



In Western Australia, earlier famous for gold mining.



Separates Papua New Guinea and Australia



It separates North America form Asia.



Seaport and capital of Jamaica


