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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
RELATI
1. INDIA-RUSSIA

Gaganyaan is an Indian crewed orbital spacecraft intended to be the basis of the Indian Human
Spaceflight Programme. The spacecraft is being designed to carry three people, and a planned
upgraded version will be equipped with rendezvous and docking capability.
India plans to send three humans to space before 2022. The Indian Space Research Organization’s
mission is significant as it would make India one of the four countries in the world after Russia, US
and China to launch a manned space flight.
th

Russia Annual summit after
➢ PM of India and Russian President of Russia held the 19 India-Russia
which 8 pacts including cooperation on India’s ambitious human space mission, Gaganyaan
was signed.

MoU were signed in the fields of
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
➢
➢
➢
➢

➢

MSMEs
Railways
Fertilizers
Nuclear field
Capacity building
Transport education
Human spaceflight programme
Consultations
onsultations between external affairs ministries of both countries
It is also said that both leaders signed the 5 billion S-400
S
air defence system deal after talks
between the two leaders.
The PM said that talks have given a new direction to the bilateral strategic partnership.
Pacts were also inked in the fields of space, nuclear energy, railways and space.
A crucial MoU was signed between
between Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and the
Federal Space Agency of Russia ROSCOSMOS' on joint activities in the field of human
spaceflight programme Gaganyaan.
The Russian President also said that both countries have stepped up efforts to com
combat the
menace of terrorism and drug trafficking.

Significance of S-400 pact
➢ The defence agreement is a reassertion on the stability of India-Russia
India Russia relations even after

tensions of the past months.
➢ The trust and friendship between both countries has been reinforced even after Russia’s

concerns on India’s affiliation to US specially the Indo-pacific
Indo pacific strategy.
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➢ U.S is also mindful of countries keeping legacy relations with Russia, particularly with
➢

➢
➢
➢

➢
➢

respect to defence agreements.
Despite India facing the weight
weight of sanctions from US and no waiver being granted on
CAATSA, India has gone ahead to sign the S
S-400
400 deal with Russia keeping in mind that 62%
of India’s defence imports come from Russia.
The agreement has come in the wake of heightening tensions in the M
Middle East; Iran facing
tough sanctions and Russia becoming closer to Syria and Iran.
It would help in enhancing the security of India from terrorism emanating from Pakistan and
vis-à-vis
vis China, which is flexing its muscle around its neighbours.
Though THAAD
AAD from U.S. was in the air, it could not be expected to happen soon as India
had not signed the required agreements. India would, till then, have been exposed to the
security threats from China and Pakistan.
This agreement shows the balance of relations maintained by India with Russia and the U.S.
Also, modern technologies in defence are in the pipeline to be handed over by Russia.

S-400
400 and THAAD (Terminal High Altitude Area Defense)
aircraft in the sky from
➢ S-400 is an air defence missile system that can take down enemies’ airc

the surface itself.
➢ It is a long-range
range surface-to-air
surface air missile that can detect targets at a range of 400 kms and
➢
➢

➢
➢

engage it within a range of 600 kms.
It can engage multiple targets and targets like aircraft, Inter-continental
Inter continental Ballistic Missile,
UAVs
THAAD is an American anti-ballistic
anti ballistic missile defense system designed to shoot down short-,
short
medium-,, and intermediate-range
intermediate range ballistic missiles in their terminal phase (descent or
reentry) by intercepting with a hit-to-kill
hit
approach.
standards
It is considered
idered inferior to S-400
S 400 as its range is only 150 kms and not up to S-400
S
in terms of technology.
THAAD has already been deployed in Saudi Arabia and South Korea.

Image Credit: The Hindu
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India’s relations with U.S
➢ From 2% of defence imports from U.S about 10 years ago, India has increased the imports to

15% now which shows the increasing intensity of defense engagement with U.S.
➢ The signing of COMCASA agreement recently is expected to boost the import of defence

technology from the U.S.
➢ India’s relations with Russia enable
enable it to become stronger militarily and geopolitically which
indirectly benefits the U.S. which has made Indo-pacific
Indo pacific as part of its national security
strategy.
➢ U.S. is, therefore, trying to accommodate waivers from the sanctions for India, Vietnam and
Indonesia.
➢ Though the U.S. and Russia have become antagonistic lately, U.S perceives China as a larger
threat to its economy.
Significance of MoUs signed
➢ Issues on duties on Aluminium are being sorted to facilitate the MoU on railways.
➢ The Russian company has signed for 1-billion-dollar
1
2
dollar supply of fertilizers for the next 2-3

years.
➢ The capacity building agreement is similar to the pact signed by India with China and South

Korea vis-a-vis
vis Afghanistan.
roup has been named in the pact.
➢ The joint statement condemns terrorism though no terror g
group
➢ There is no mention of BRI and China intruding into the sovereignty of countries.
➢ Indo-pacific
pacific region has not been named per se but the region surrounding the same has been
➢

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

mentioned.
Earlier, defence pacts used to be part of joint statements but Rafale deal was announced as a
400 was a repetition of the past where it formed a
part of the PM’s statement. The deal on S
S-400
part of the joint statement. This might also prevent American angst as well.
The timelines for Kudankulam V and VI have been discussed.
LNG exploration also figured during the talks.
India has grown from a buyer of weapons and technologies from Russia into co-developing
co
technologies and human space flight programme.
rging areas of interest both countries have,
The high-profile
profile summit again proves the conve
converging
despite the changing international political scenario.
Russia has proved to be a time-tested
time
ally of India.
China-Pakistan-Russia
Russia nexus was a concern for India which was conveyed to Russia as well.
ridged the gap that had occurred in the past few years by realigning with Russia.
India has bridged

Way forward
➢ India is implementing at a rapid pace its highway infrastructure augmentation plans. To make

full use of the road infrastructure it is necessary to embrace technology
technology to enhance transport
productivity and safety.
➢ India's own plans for massive highway and expressway infrastructure development can be
attractive opportunity to infrastructure development entities
entit in Russia.
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➢ A partnership between the two countries will
will provide a platform for interaction at the

operational level and supplement initiatives associated with all International groupings and
forums where both countries are members.
➢ The cooperation in MSMEs is expected to open doors of new opportunities for IIndian MSME
sector by way of new markets, joint ventures, sharing of best practices and technology
collaborations etc.

2. U.S. SANCTIONS
News: U.S. President said that India "will soon find out" about his decision on the punitive
much-vaunted S-400
CAATSA sanctions after Indiaa signed a USD 5 billion deal to purchase the much
air defence system from Russia.
What is the issue?
➢ The US has imposed a ban on the purchase of arms from Russia under the Countering

America's Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) pass
passed
ed by the US Congress last
year. The sanctions were imposed as a measure to penalise Russia for annexing Crimea from
Ukraine.
➢ Under the CAATSA sanctions, which was amended early this year, only U.S. President has
sanctions-hit Russia.
the authority for the presidential waiver to
to India on weapons deal with sanctions
➢ During the heat of tensions whether India would be granted waiver from the sanctions, India
inked a USD 5 billion deal to purchase S
S-400
400 Triumf air defence system from Moscow
recently.
e, Ambassador of Russia to India, Nikolay Kudashev, said that US
➢ Amidst the suspense,
sanctions will not be a pressure on India-Russia
India Russia defence deals and the two countries will
further intensify their military cooperation and defence purchases in the coming days.
India’s stand
➢ The purchase of S-400
400 was analyzed by India at the highest levels and concluded that S-400
S

was critical to India’s security concerns.
➢ India has already conveyed to the U.S. that its defence purchases have come down quite
drastically and that any purchase from
f
Russia was not targeted at U.S.
➢ But the situation has become complicated due to the sanctions imposed by the U.S. on China
for the purchase of S-400
400 system from Russia.
➢ India has already conveyed its intent to purchase oil from Iran for Indian companies
compani which is
also seen as a concern for U.S.
The situation in U.S.
➢ The U.S. Congress is the chief legislative body of the U.S.
➢ U.S. Congress has support for anti-Russia
anti Russia legislations and has greater effect than the

decisions of the U.S. President, who considers
consid Russia to be a friend.
➢ India has many other issues like H1-B
H1 B visa, trade issues etc. where India needs the support of

the U.S. Congress.
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Way forward
➢ It is in the interest of U.S. that the trade with India should be increased as U.S. sees India as a

strategic
ategic partner in the Indo-Pacific
Indo
region.
➢ India should make U.S. understand that India’s defence requires purchases from Russia as
➢

➢
➢
➢

➢

well as the U.S.
As negotiations are the only way through sanctions, India is trying to leverage all the
India-U.S.
instrumentalities att its disposal for mutual acceptance of the importance of India
relations.
Unlike the defence purchase from Russia which was non-negotiable,
non negotiable, India’s oil purchases
from Iran may be negotiated.
India may look towards the strategies of American allies like
like Japan and South Korea who
also purchase oil from Iran.
If sanctions are imposed, India should take forward the negotiations as otherwise a cold war
would likely take place, which would cause damage to furtherance of the India
India-U.S.
relationship.
Finally, the sanctions are imposed by a country and not the United Nations which are illegal
and hence there is no obligation on India’s part to follow the sanctions.

3. H1B VISA NORMS
News
and specialty
➢ Washington said it was planning to “revise” the definition of employment a
➢

➢
➢
➢

occupations under the H1B visas by January, a move that will have an adverse impact on IT
companies in the United States.
The proposed regulations, it said, is aimed at attracting the best and the brightest from across
the world, prevent the abuse of H-1B
H 1B visas which is consentient with the hire American
agenda of the Trump administration.
The department of Homeland security (DHS) said that the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) plans to come out with its new proposals by January
January 2019.
It will propose to revise the definition of specialty occupation to increase the focus on
obtaining the best and the brightest foreign nationals via the H1B programme.
India said it was “closely engaged” with the U.S. administration as well as the
t U.S. Congress
on the matter.

What is H1B visa?
➢ It is a visa by the immigration and naturalization department in the US to bring overseas

workers.
➢ It is a non-immigrant
immigrant visa that allows U.S. companies to allow foreign workers in specialty

occupations that
at require theoretical or technical expertise.
➢ It is given to professionals in the field of engineering, medicine, finance, banking,
architecture etc.
➢ It is mainly given to professionals working in IT industry particularly software programmers.
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ogy companies depend on it to hire tens of thousands of employees each year
➢ The technology
➢
➢
➢
➢

from countries like India and China.
While 20000 visas are given to students passing out from the U.S. with master’s degrees,
65000 more visas are given to people with specialty oc
occupations.
The H1B visa came into being in 1990 but became a political issue only after the recession of
2008
Large no of applicants are from India and large number of people having H1B visas are from
India.
Any restriction in this regard will therefore hit
hi Indian applicants.

What are the norms?
Three norms are being proposed
1. The new rules might narrow down specialty occupations or from now on, very few
occupations might be considered as specialty occupations.According to media reports, even
he field of Artificial Intelligence are also denied H1B visas.
applicants in the
2. Regulating the employer-employee
employer
relationship:: There is a proposal to hike the wage paid
to H1B visa holders from 60000 USD to 130000 USD, that is almost double the wages.
3. There is also a proposal
sal to curb the period for which the H1B visa is given. Presently it is
given for a period of 3 years and it is extended for a period of another 3 years. But it can be
extended further more if the applicant’s green card is under process. It is believed tha
that the
duration of H1B visa is proposed to be cut down quite severely. In fact recently, the US
naturalization and Immigration Service gave the visa for only two weeks.
Will the norms come into effect soon?
The norms will take time to be accepted and passed
passed.. The norms will be laid down only by
January 2019 and will not come into effect before August 2019.
The present scenario
➢ Curbing the H1B visas were among the campaign promises of the U.S. President. But, only

two changes have been brought about by the U.S.
U. President
1) The H4 visa programme that allowed spouses to work, is going to be scrapped. But it was
the case when the H1B was introduced which was changed for a brief period of time
during Obama’s administration.
2) Fast tracking of visas was stopped. IT companies
companies paid a lot of money to fast track visas
which has been stopped by the Trump administration and asked them to follow the
normal procedure for processing H1B visas.
short-term visas that were
➢ Any change in H1B visas require Congressional approval and short
issued have been challenged in the court.
➢ US IT Advisory council has, on behalf of 1000 IT companies, filed a lawsuit against the U.S.
government for issuing visas under the H1B programme for less than 3 years as the H1B visa
laws require H1B visa to be issued
issued for 3 years which is further extendable by 3 years.

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.

https://www.jatinverma.org

P age |8

➢ H1B visa is more a political issue than an economic issue as economically U.S. is benefitted

➢

➢
➢
➢

but due to the anxiety of unemployment among American workers, it is being used as an
issue for vote bank politics.
On one hand, the U.S. political leaders pacify Americans by promising to curb H1B visas and
on the other hand, please the American IT companies that fund the political campaigns
during elections.
s, it has never been implemented.
Though the H1B visa issue has come up several time
times,
But the U.S. has gradually tightened the issue of H1B visas and the rejected number of visas
has hit a record high during the Trump administration.
The specialty occupations would require more justification by companies for
fo overseas
workers.

Who will be affected?
1. Effects on U.S.
➢ The biggest effect of restrictions in the form of trade or migration through H1B visas would

be on the U.S. economy itself.
➢ Neutral studies show that H1B has given a net positive effect for the U.S.
U economy and even

given higher profits for
for U.S. jobs as the wage differential obtained through the visas has give
the American companies and can be used to hire American workers.
➢ Thus, the productivity of the U.S. economy depends on outsourcing.
➢ The Trump
p administration, through its anti-globalization
anti globalization push (Buy American, Hire
American) is forcing the American companies to relocate, end outsourcing and hire
Americans at a higher wage. It negates the concept of comparative advantage which is the
basis for trade.
➢ All major tech companies are concerned that the measures would lower the competitiveness
of the industry itself.

2. Effects on India
➢ India has reasons to be concerned as a large number of H1B visa holders are employed by

American citizens in the IT
Indian IT giants and also by small IT companies owned by Indo-American
industry.
➢ India exports significant amount of software services to the United States. 57% of India’s
tech exports are made to a single market being the U.S.
nce their export capability and the human resource
➢ The tech companies in India also enha
enhance
pool through the H1B visa, as the workers go to U.S., acquaint and work with the American
clients and come back to India which makes our industry more competitive.
➢ Thus, India should consider the matter seriously
seriously and continue its negotiations with the U.S.
administration and with the Congress.

Way forward
➢ India should diversify its exports and look towards Asia-Pacific,
Asia Pacific, Latin America, Japan,

Africa to reduce the risks posed by the Trump administration.
➢ Interdependence
rdependence and bilateral cooperation are the basis for India-U.S.
India U.S. relations to go forward.
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➢ India should make U.S. aware of the economic benefits of H1B visa and that any effort to

decouple the Indian economy and U.S. economy would be detrimental to both.

4. INDIA-IRAN
Issue
➢ Indian companies will continue to buy Iranian oil despite the looming U.S. sanctions on the

country.
➢ Indian oil Limited and Mangalore refinery and petrochemicals have contracted 1.25 million

tons of oil from Iran. Iran is India’s third largest oil supplier.
➢ U.S. President withdrew from the 2015 nuclear accord rere
imposing economic sanctions against the Persian Gulf nation.
India’s stand
➢ India has its own energy needs and the government will be

guided by national interest to import oil from Iran.
➢ India has a deeper relation with Iran in relation to Chabahar port

which is the access to Afghanistan and Central Asia and also the
North South Transport Corridor signed in 2002.
➢ Iranian oil is a lucrative buy for refiners as the Persian Gulf
nation
tion provides 60 days of credit for purchases.
➢ India imports oil from Iran on a CIF basis which is advantageous
to India.

Under Cost, Insurance and
Freight (CIF) mode of
shipping, the seller assumes
responsibility
of
the
and
transportation
a
insurance. The liability and
associated
with
costs
successful transit are paid by
the seller until the goods are
received by the buyer.

Impact of sanctions
➢ Once the sanctions kick in from the first week of November, banks will be unwilling to

handle payments.
➢ Currently,, India pays its third largest oil supplier in euros using European banking channels.

These channels would get blocked from November.

➢ Also, the absence of payment mechanism may pose a challenge to the transportation of the

oil as Iranian crude is bought on a CIF basis and shipped on Iranian tankers.
➢ Despite the sanctions, China and India are likely to continue its oil imports from Russia and
Iran respectively. Also, China has agreed to trade oil on a non-dollar
non dollar basis.
India’s experience with sanctions
➢ During
ng the first round of sanctions when EU joined the US in imposing financial restrictions,

India initially used a Turkish bank to pay Iran for the oil it bought.
➢ But beginning February 2013, India paid nearly half of the oil import bill in rupees while

keeping
ing the remainder pending opening of payment routes.
➢ It began clearing the dues in 2015 when the restrictions were eased.
➢ Besides, New Delhi sought to get around the restrictions by supplying goods including
an in exchange for oil.
wheat, soybean meal and consumer products to Ir
Iran
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➢ India also faced sanctions from U.S. and other major nations during Pokhran nuclear tests.

But, overall, the effect of international sanctions on Indian economy was minimal; the
technological progress was marginal and most of the sanctions
sanctions were lifted within five years.

Way forward
➢ India should look towards a sanctions free world.
➢ Seeking waivers might be dangerous as it might send out a wrong signal as India is aligning

itself with US policies.
➢ India is one of the most dependable partners
partners for US in Asia geopolitically. So, India should

keep up its strategic autonomy of carrying forward agendas in its national interest.
➢ Sanctions are bad in themselves. They do not change policy but make people suffer as
happened in Iraq where 500000 people died due to sanctions.
➢ India should support a multipolar world in terms of finance as well.

5. U.S.-RUSSIA
old nuclear weapons
News: USA has said that it will withdraw from a landmark 31-year-old
31
agreement with Russia. Trump accused Russia of violating the treaty and demanded the inclusion
of China in the agreement. Meanwhile Russia has hit back at the US saying its pull out from the
treaty will lead to a military escalation and strike major blow against global security.

What is the INF treaty?
ermediate range Nuclear Forces treaty between USA and Russia also known as INF
➢ The Intermediate
treaty was signed in December 1987 by the then US President Ronald Reagan and Soviet
leader Michael Gorbachev.
➢ It required both countries to refrain from possessing, producing or test flying a ground
launched cruise missile in the range between 500 and 5500 kms.

The benefits of the treaty
➢ Gorbachev took care of Soviet fears of a Western strike on Moscow, which the Pershing IIs

h in about 10 minutes
minutes.
(missiles deployed by the US in Germany) could reac
reach
➢ Reagan was both getting rid of the SS-20
SS 20 threat and trying to assuage the European allies’
uneasiness at being targets.
➢ It eliminated 1,752 Soviet missiles, including all the feared SS-20s
SS 20s aimed at the European
allies of the U.S., along
ong with 859 less powerful U.S. missiles deployed in Europe to counter
the threat.

Concerns
➢ The US has been complaining from time to time of Russia violating the treaty.
➢ An official complaint was made in 2012 that Russia was deploying cruise missiles.
➢ The allegations became stronger during the crisis in Ukraine.
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➢ The US alleges Russia is now violating the treaty with the development and deployment of a
➢

➢

➢
➢

ground-launched
launched cruise missile, known as the 9M729.
Moscow insists the missile does not violate the range restrictions in the INF and alleges in
return that a US missile defence system deployed in Eastern Europe against a potential
Iranian threat can be adapted to fire medium-range
medium range offensive missiles at Russia.
Russia has concerns about new U.S. capabilities, including drones, which weren’t an issue in
1987, and worrying that anti-missile
anti missile installations in eastern Europe could be used for
offensive purposes.
Trump took up the issue and said the treaty would be meaningless without China’s inclusion
as China has been
een investing heavily in intermediate range missiles.
China, not bound the Reagan-Gorbachev
Reagan Gorbachev deal, was free to deploy shortshort and medium-range
missiles, creating a potential threat to U.S. allies in Asia that the U.S. wasn’t free to counter.
Russia, too, has complained about China’s freedom from the treaty’s constraints.

The likely impact
➢ It might lead to a restart of the arms race between nations.
nations
➢ Though US does not want to cancel the treaty, it wants a better deal for the US as Trump has

always stressed on ‘America first’ policy.

➢ It is also part of domestic politics of the US to appease voters as elections are due in

sometime.
➢ Russia, on the other hand, no longer needs to hide its work on shorter
shorter--range missiles or their

deployment, and it can describe it as a response to U.S. disrespect for fundamental
international frameworks.
➢ It has implications of dividing Europe. UK government has announced its support to the US
while Germany expresses regret about the U.S. decision to abandon “an important element of
armss control that especially serves European interests.”
➢ If European members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization are asked to deploy U.S.
weapons aimed at Russia, this may cause new ruptures within the alliance, pushing
Europeans to work toward a security
security system that’s less dependent on the U.S.
➢ In Asia also,, U.S. allies may wonder about the advisability of challenging China, since China
and Russia both have condemned Trump's decision to exit the INF treaty.
Implications on India
➢ The US is paving a way for China and Russia to align together which may impact India.
➢ On the other hand, China’s unchecked investment on short range and intermediate range

missiles would be scrutinized if China is also included in the treaty as US demands.
n the treaty, there would be a trilateral mechanism to check the
➢ If China is involved in
developments of short and intermediate range missiles of US, Russia and China.

6. INDIA-TAJIKISTAN
News: The President visited Tajikistan. He delivered a lecture on the theme of ‘Countering
‘
Radicalization:: Challenges in Modern Societies’ at the University of Tajikistan in Dushanbe.
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He spoke on Tajikistan’s commendable work to tackle the global menace of radicalization, and
said that “the
the battle against terrorism, extremism and radicalism must be fought, primarily, in
the minds of people – between those who believe in peace and humanity and those who feed on
death and destruction.”
9 agreements were signed in the fields of
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

disaster management
agriculture
space technology
youth and sports
Unani Medicine
cooperation for the period 2018-21
2018
renewable energy
culture
academic and research

Bilateral Relations
 Tajikistan is situated in a strategically important region. India and Tajikistan have been
nd extremism. The leadership of
facing common challenges of terrorism, radicalization aand
Tajikistan has been resolute against these challenges to the modern society and has taken
effective steps to contain them. Tajikistan has been engaged in the task of development and
growth of its economy and welfare of its people.
p
 In the field of Defence cooperation, the two countries have a Joint Working Group to
decide on various programmes of cooperation. India is engaged in training and capacity
building of Tajik Defence forces. India has also contributed in terms of helping
in renovation
help
and reconstruction of the Gissar Military Aerodrome in Ayni.
Ayni
 India and Tajikistan are together engaged in bilateral cooperation in multifarious fields to
promote their trade and investment. India’s bilateral trade has reached almost US $74 million
last year.. The major hurdle in developing this trade comes from lack of direct connectivity
which increases transportation costs.
 From time to time, India has provided humanitarian assistance to Tajikistan. Earlier, this year
India gifted 10 ambulances
lances to augment healthcare in various regions of Tajikistan.
 India provides various scholarship slots for Tajik candidates to train in India under the ITEC
(India Technical and Economic Cooperation) programme as well as courses offered by the
Indian Council
cil for Cultural Relations (ICCR). India has trained almost 1400 Tajik
candidates under ITEC slots and approximately 360 candidates under ICCR scholarship
programme.
7. U.S. – SAUDI ARABIA ISSUE
News: U.S. and Saudi Arabia had entered into tensions of U.S. imposing sanctions on Saudi
Arabia.
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What was the issue?
 Khashoggi, a U.S. resident and Washington Post columnist critical of Riyadh’s policies,
disappeared on Oct. 2 after entering the Saudi consulate in Istanbul. Turkey believes he was
murdered and his body removed. Initially Saudi Arabia denied the claim.
 The U.S. President had then threatened to impose sanctions on Saudi if the claim turned out
to be true. But, Saudi later on admitted that he was killed inside the embassy by a team of
agents sent from Riyadh. But so far, his body has not been recovered.
 Turkey was allowed to investigate the consulate later on. But the only findings made public
from the Turkish investigation so far is that freshly painted surfaces were found in the
consulate and all of the cars searched had been “thoroughly cleaned”.
 If uncontrovertible evidence emerges that the Saudi government planned Khashoggi’s
execution, Mr. Trump and other Western leaders would have little choice other than to
roundly condemn the kingdom and take punitive
punitive action. But Saudi Arabia had warned that it
would “respond with greater action” to any threats of economic or political pressure from the
West.
Changes in Saudi Arabian policy
➢ From 2015, Prince Mohammed Bin Salman (MBS) have risen higher in ranks ffrom becoming

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

the Deputy Crown Prince to the Defence Minister after which he launched the attack on the
Houthis in Yemen.
Soon after that he was given charge of interior ministry thus holding defence, interior and the
economy.
In 2017, MBS was elevated to the
the Crown Prince from the post of the Deputy Crown Prince.
Ever since MBS took charge, the policy of Saudi Arabia which used to be low profile and
consensual taking everyone along changed to an assertive, audacious and aggressive.
MBS has tried to portray himself
himself as a reformer putting many ministers under house arrest for
corruption thus gaining the support of the international community.
He also introduced social reforms allowing women to drive, lessening the control of the
religious police and so on.
He wass seen as the game changer by the international community in Saudi Arabia to
transform it into a modern economy.

Saudi-U.S. relations
➢ US and Saudi Arabia had signed a 110 billion USD deal for arms purchases by Saudi Arabia

from US. Saudi has thus, become the
the largest importer of American weapons.
➢ The US President has said that he will not do anything that puts the jobs of Americans in

jeopardy.
➢ A 1957 agreement between Eisenhower and Al-Saud
Al Saud king obliges the U.S. to protect the

monarch. The Al-Saud
Saud can rule Saudi Arabia only with the consent of the U.S.
➢ Saudi Arabia remains a major anchor for U.S. in pushing its Middle East policy.
➢ Saudi Arabia helped in pushing out Soviet forces out of Afghanistan in 1980s.
➢ Saudi Arabia helped U.S. fight the Gulf war against Iraq in Kuwait in 1990s.
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➢ Saudi Arabia has been leading a coalition of forces against Iran supported Houthis in Yemen

and U.S. has been pushing Saudi Arabia as a player in Middle East.
➢ The US may also be pressurized by Israel to not take action against the Saudi prince as Israel
is also having deals with the prince.
➢ The importance of Saudi Arabia is much greater today than it was 10 years ago. U.S. was
dependent on oil about a decade ago. But with the discovery of shale gas in U.S., the
dependence on Saudi is centered on pushing its strategic interests, be it against Iran and
Turkey or collaborating with Israel.
➢ It’s therefore in Mr. Trump’s interest for the Khashoggi’s murder to remain shrouded in
mystery — at least until the elections are over.
Pressure on U.S. President
 A bipartisan group of 22 senators sent a letter to the U.S. President, which will force the
administration to investigate Khashoggi’s disappearance. The letter invoked a law, the
Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act, that allows Congress to order an
torture,
investigation by the executive branch into human-rights
human rights violations—including
violations
“against an individual exercising freedom of
abduction, and extrajudicial killing—
killing
expression.”
 The letter assumes importance as it was cosigned by the Chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee and the committee’s ranking member. The law gives Trump 120 days
to conduct an investigation, identify the culprits, and determine whether sanctions are
justified.
 But this is not the first time such a sanction has been imposed on Saudi Arabia. In 2017, the
U.S. put on hold U.S. weapons sales to all six members of the Gulf Cooperation Council until
Saudi Arabia and two of its allies, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Bahrain, settled their
conflict with
h Qatar over its muscular foreign policy and relationship with Iran, the kingdom’s
regional rival. Eight months after the crisis started, and with no sign of the Saudis backing
down, the U.S. relented saying the arms deals were needed to help Washington fight
fi
terrorism.
Turkey’s stake
➢ Turkey has already got a promise of $15 billion investment from Qatar in its rift with Saudi

Arabia.
➢ Turkey had rushes to help Qatar with arms when the latter was having problems with Saudi

Arabia.
➢ Turkey has played its part diplomatically
diplomatically so that it can benefit from the issue politically,

economically and internationally.
Europe’s stake
➢
➢
➢
➢

Germany has said that it might suspend arms as long as the situation is not clear.
ar to sign many deals.
France has plans to visit Saudi Arabia by the end of the ye
year
Between 2001 and 2015, Europeans have sold $57 billion worth of arms to Saudi Arabia.
Hence,, though noises would be made by Europe, they wouldn’t want to heat the issue as their
arms deals would suffer.
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Impact on oil
➢ Oil is Saudi Arabia’s
abia’s greatest bargaining chip in avoiding punishment over Khashoggi’s

murder.
➢ The United States relies on Saudi Arabia for oil, and needs its resources to keep the price of

petrol down.
➢ U.S. sanctions on Iran have been strangling oil markets, with the co
country’s
untry’s exports falling by
around one million barrels a day and Saudi output rising by just 300,000 barrels a day
between June and October, according to Politico.
➢ With barrels nearing the $100 mark less than two weeks before the midterm elections, U.S.
needs
ds Saudi Arabia to increase its exports.
Impact on India
➢ Rise in oil prices will further depreciate the rupee.
➢ It will further widen the Current Account Deficit.

8. INDIA- SRI LANKA
News
➢ The Sri Lankan PM arrived in India and held talks with Indian PM.
h leaders discussed bilateral issues and the emphasis was on the various development
➢ Both

projects that India has taken in Sri Lanka.
➢ The talks come in the backdrop of Sri Lanka edging towards China.
➢ In April, state-run
run China Railway Beijing Engineering Group had
had bagged a tender worth

more than $300 million to build 40,000 houses in Jaffna. However, the project was halted
after residents demanded traditional brick houses instead of concrete structures planned by
the Chinese firm. Senaratne said there was a total requirement of 65,000 houses and more
contracts will be given to firms willing to build them at lower prices.
➢ The Indian side was satisfied with the progress on release of apprehended fishermen and
detained fishing vessels in the recent past, while reiterating
reiterating the release of all the remaining
Indian fishermen and fishing vessels in Sri Lankan custody.
➢ Recent initiatives taken by the Government of India to end bottom trawling in the Palk Bay
area were shared with the Sri Lankan side. These include:
g of a programme on diversification of bottom trawlers into Deep Sea
● Launching
Fishing Vessels for tuna long lining under Blue Revolution Scheme.
● Construction of Mookaiyur and Poompuhar fishing harbours.
● Capacity building programmes for fishermen of Palk Bay area in deep sea tuna long
lining.
➢ Besides, fresh registration for bottom trawlers in the Palk Bay area has been banned by the
Government of Tamil Nadu. In addition, alternative livelihood opportunities for the fishing
ed through open sea cage farming, seaweed
communities in Palk Bay area are being offer
offered
farming and other allied coastal fisheries activities.
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Bilateral Relations
➢ India and Sri Lanka have had frequent visits with each other at the levels of PM and External

Affairs Minister.
➢ India is committed to the unity
unity and the territorial integrity of Sri Lanka.
➢ India considers it important for the Sri Lankan government to devolve powers to the

provinces within the Sri Lankan Constitution. India believes that such devolution of powers
would bring reconciliation and people to people contacts.
➢ India is the among the top four investors in Sri Lanka and a cumulative investment since
2003 stands at 1 billion USD.
➢ Sri Lanka also has investments to the tune of 1 billion USD in India.
ch mutually benefits each other.
➢ India and Sri Lanka have cooperation whi
which

Development projects in Sri Lanka
➢ India has already handed over 44000 houses to the people of Sri Lanka.
➢ During the visit of the Sri Lankan PM in 2017, an MoU on cooperation in economic project

was signed with India through which some important projects were decided to be developed,
namely,
1) The
he Mattala airport which is near the China controlled Hambantota port
2) Palali airport in the Northern Province
3) Trincomalee oil tank in the East
4) East Container terminal at Colombo port
5) Liquefied
quefied Natural Gas Plant in Colombo
Indian concerns
➢ Under newly appointed PM of Sri Lanka, Mahinda Rajapaksa, there would be a greater

➢
➢
➢
➢

influence of China in the country as was seen during his Presidentship, which is a matter of
great concern to India.
n after the election of former Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, China’s influence
Even
had not decreased.
The building of the Hambantota port by the China,
Chin increased the indebtedness of Sri Lanka
which resulted into sale of the land to the Chinese.
ina’s strategy to create indebtedness in a country through economic cooperation in the
It is China’s
name of Belt and Road Initiative and then acquire the asset as equity.
PM of Sri Lanka had taken a decision to allow China to build homes in Jaffna province in Sri
Lanka.. The decision was withdrawn and currently India is engaged in developing houses in
the North and East of Sri Lanka.

Way forward
➢ There should be constant interaction between neighbours at high levels and at all other levels.
➢ People to people contacts should
shoul be encouraged.
➢ After Sinhala, the next popular language in Sri Lanka is Hindi which is also an aspect of

cooperation.
➢ Yoga is also a great matter of interest in Sri Lanka which has scope for education in the field.
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➢ Resolving the long-standing
standing Palk Bay conflict
conflict between fishermen of both countries.
➢ Even as it has pledged $2.6 billion in development assistance to Sri Lanka, India should

explore the potential for generating livelihoods in the war-battered
war battered northern economy where
agriculture and fisheries, its key drivers, are facing a crisis.
➢ India and Sri Lanka have agreed to jointly revive a World War II era oil storage facility in the
strategically located eastern port town and build infrastructure around it.Enhanced economic
and development ties are welcome and crucial for the neighboring countries, but they should
not bypass robust engagement on traditional political concerns in the island nation, where
scores of Tamils and Muslims in the north and east are yet to return to normal lives 8 years
after the civil war ended.
➢ While New Delhi’s anxiety over Chinese presence might be justified, it should avoid using
the China lens to view Sri Lanka, respecting the country’s autonomy to engage with any
willing partner.
r. It will strengthen India’s relationship with
➢ India should treat Sri Lanka as an equal partne
partner.
Sri Lanka.
9. RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN SRI LANKA
News
➢ In

➢
➢
➢

➢
➢

a surprise move, President Maithripala Sirisena sacked Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe and replaced him with Mahinda Rajapaksa - a former president he
h had
defeated in a 2015 election - in a hurried ceremony in the capital, Colombo.
Wickremesinghe denounced the move as unconstitutional and illegal.
He insisted he was the lawful prime minister and called for a parliament sitting to prove his
majority.
said that it was
Sirisena
irisena responded by suspending parliament until November 16
16.. Critics
C
aimed at shoring up support for Rajapaksa, a popular leader who is credited with ending Sri
year long civil war, but is also accused of grave human rights abuses
and
Lanka's 26-year
abu
corruption.
He then dissolved it after being unable to secure support for Rajapaksa and called for
elections to take place on Jan. 5.
Sri Lanka's Supreme Court will deliver its verdict on the legality of the January 5, 2019 snap
polls announced by President Maithripala Sirisena, after 13 fundamental rights petitions were
filed against the dissolution of the Parliament.

Present situation
➢ As the numbers stand at present, Mr. Rajapaksa does not enjoy a majority in Parliament.
while, have raised the alarm over Rajapaksa's return to power,
➢ Human rights groups, mean
meanwhile,

pointing to allegations of war crimes against ethnic Tamils and people suspected of links to
Tamil separatists during the country's civil war, as well as harassment and arrests of
journalists, activists and dissidents during his decade
decade-long rule.
➢ Amnesty International has also expressed concern over reports of Rajapaksa loyalists seizing
state media amid the crisis.
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the
➢ Tens of thousands of people in Colombo protested against Sirisena's "coup", demanding
dema

president re-convene
convene parliament and allow legislators to choose between Wickremesinghe
and Rajapaksa.
➢ Meanwhile, the country's already struggling economy has come under further strain from the
political turmoil: The Sri Lankan rupee slumped to a record low against the dollar, while
several countries have issued travel advisories urging caution while travelling to Sri Lanka.
President’s stand
➢ Section 42(4) of the Constitution merely enables the President to appoint a PM.
➢ The President has taken the position that since he is the appointing authority, he also has the

implicit power to sack the PM.

➢ The United People’s Freedom Alliance, which was a partner in the so-called
so
unity

government, informed the Speaker that it was leaving the ruling coalition.
➢ Thus, the cabinet automatically stood dissolved, thereby creating a vacancy for the office of

the PM.
Sacked PM’s stand
➢ Wickremasinghe claims he still commands a majority in Parliament.
➢ Only Parliament has the constitutionally sanctioned authority to decide
decide whether he could

continue in office as PM or not.
confidence motion passed in Parliament against
➢ It also suggests that as long as there is no no
no-confidence
him and the cabinet, his position as PM cannot be invalidated by the President at his will.
➢ Parliament’s faith remains unaltered as a no-trust
no trust motion brought a few months ago, was
defeated in the Parliament.
➢ The PM is not a public servant who can be sacked by the appointing authority at his will. It is
a constitutional office with protection from the executive.
executiv
19th Amendment to Sri Lanka’s Constitution
➢ It was passed in 2015 under the joint political leadership of both Mr. Sirisena and Mr.

Wickremesinghe.
➢ It curtailed powers of the President under the 1978 Constitution (the original) as well as the

18th Amendment
ment passed in 2010.
➢ Among the presidential powers taken away by the 19th Amendment, which is valid, is the

one pertaining to the President’s powers over the PM.
➢ The 19th Amendment, which created a dual executive, made the PM’s position secure from

the arbitrary
bitrary actions of the President.
➢ Thus, the office of the PM falls vacant only under limited circumstances. Death, voluntary
resignation, loss of support in Parliament, rejection by Parliament of the budget, and ceasing
to be an MP are these circumstances
circumstances.. Sacking by the President is certainly not in this list.
➢ By this change, the 19th Amendment has also restored the Westminster framework of
relationship between the head of state, the PM, and Parliament.
cratic legitimacy of the actions of Mr.
➢ All these make the constitutionality as well as demo
democratic
Sirisena less than clear.
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Analysis
➢ The President cited political and personal reasons for not partnering with Wickremasinghe

though it does not confirm the constitutional validity of his actions.
➢ If the President’s actions
ctions turn out to be valid at all, it will set a bad precedence for future
➢
➢
➢
➢

constitutional governance in Sri Lanka.
Contrary to the letter and spirit of the 19th Amendment, no PM will be secure in his/her
position against arbitrary dismissal by the Presid
President.
These circumstances also warrant judicial intervention to resolve the constitutional doubt.
It shows the sacked PM’s inability to have a stable working relationship with the President to
run the coalition government.
isena and Mr. Wickremesinghe to be faithful to the 2015
The collective failure of Mr. Sir
Sirisena
mandate has now brought Mr. Rajapaksa back to power on the invitation of one party in a
coalition which dislodged him from power.

International Response
➢ New Delhi said it was following developments in Colombo closely, adding that it hoped

parties respect democratic values and the constitutional process.
➢ For its part, China has been one of the few countries to congratulate Rajapaksa - the former

2015 rule - while also
president had moved Sri Lanka closer to Beijing during his
h 2005-2015
calling for dialogue.
➢ Meanwhile, several Western countries have expressed concern, with the United States
backing Wickremesinghe's call to resume parliament.
Kingdom, France and
➢ The United Nations and European nations, including the United Kingd
Germany, urged all sides to refrain from violence.

10. INDIA-JAPAN
News
➢ The PM of India visited Japan.
th
➢ It was the 13 annual bilateral summit meeting with Japanese PM Shinzo Abe.
th
th
➢ It was the 5 annual summit meeting between the two PMs and the 12 meeting since 2012.

Highlights
➢ India and Japan outlined a vision for strengthened bilateral relations.
➢ Enhanced strategic and defence cooperation dominated the talks between the two premiers.
➢ Japan’s formulation of a “free and open Indo-Pacific”
Indo
received a central place in the vision

statement issued at the end of the talks, with both sides stressing their “unwavering
commitment to it.” The concept is usually seen as a response to China’s growing dominance
in the region.
ith Japan were invested in upholding the rule of law and democratic
➢ India stressed that ties with
values.
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➢ The vision statement specifically mentioned the willingness of both countries to “expand
➢

➢

➢

➢

concrete cooperation with the U.S. and other partners”.
It also referred to the necessity of
of ensuring the freedom of navigation and the importance of
upholding the UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea), a set of
conventions that China has been accused of flouting in the South China Sea.
gotiations on an Acquisition and Cross-servicing
Both countries announced the start of ne
negotiations
Cross
Agreement, a logistics-sharing
sharing pact, that would allow Japanese ships to get fuel and servicing
at Indian naval bases.
A new Foreign and Defence Ministerial Dialogue, termed 2+2, was also announced to
supplement
ent an already formidable array of bilateral dialogue mechanisms that include the
Annual Defence Ministerial Dialogue, Defence Policy Dialogue and the National Security
Advisers Dialogue.
On the economic front, the two countries have agreed to a Bilateral Swap Arrangement that
would allow their central banks to exchange local currencies for up to $75 billion.

Significance
➢ Once ACSA is signed, Japan’s Maritime Self-Defence
Self Defence Force will be able to secure access to

➢

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

bar Islands, which are strategically located
Indian naval facilities in the Andaman and Nico
Nicobar
close to the western Malacca Straits, a choke point for much of Japan and China’s trade and
fuel imports.
India and Japan have decided to hold the 2+2 dialogue which is very symbolic as India holds
2+2 dialogue only with the United States. Indian holds annual dialogue with Japan and
Russia.
India is making its foreign policy flexible enough to accommodate strong partners like US,
Russia and Japan but not compromising its identity at the same time.
The currency swap
ap agreement between India and Japan is substantially more than the $30
billion currency swap arrangement announced between China and Japan.
The $75 billion currency swaps agreement which will help in stabilizing Indian rupee that
has been depreciating quite
te rapidly in the last few months.
2012 when the currency was
A similar agreement with Japan was signed in 2011
2011-2012
depreciating then. It is kind of a crisis facility that has been extended to India.
The currency swap agreement will increase the confidence of the market and will positively
impact the stability and the strength of the Indian rupee
The Indo-Pacific
Pacific strategy of both nations would help strategies of other nations to be in a
predictable course as far as Indo-Pacific
Indo
is concerned

Bilateral Relations
➢ India and Japan are guided by shared values including the heritage of Buddhism, openness,

rule of law and our adherence to freedom of navigation and commerce in the Indo
Indo-Pacific
region.
➢ The relation is special in many ways and global in its implications.
La dialogue in Singapore in June 2018 that economic and strategic
➢ PM stated in the Shangri-La
ties with Japan have been completely transformed in these years. It is a partnership of great
success and purpose that is also the cornerstone of India’s Act East policy.
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➢ It exhibits a new level of mutual confidence and strategic content in the areas of energy,

economic development and promoting a peaceful and a secure world.
➢ Japan has been emerging as a strong partner of India in the strategic domain and the
economic domain.
➢ India-Japan
Japan trade has come down from $16 billion to $13 billion in the last four years. Trade
deficit has gone up and Indian exports have reduced by half. On the other hand, Japan-China
Japan
have $300 billion of trade
➢ India and Japan had signed an agreement
agreement on nuclear energy cooperation in 2016. In 2017, the
agreement passed through the Japanese Parliament without any problems.
Defence relations
➢ India and Japan have also advanced its partnership in the areas of security and defence as

➢
➢

➢
➢
➢

➢

well through the
he annual defence ministerial dialogue, the defence policy dialogue and staff
level dialogue between all the three services.
The two countries also hold regular exercises at various levels and the coast guards of the
two countries are also engaged in regular
regu exercises.
India has the largest military exercises with the US. Japan is closely becoming the second
largest partner in defence exercises with counter terror exercises, naval and maritime
exercises.
Japan will join India and US in the Malabar exercise
exercis to be held soon.
India and Japan are also reviving the JIMEX exercise between the two countries and which
was last conducted in 2013.
Japan is a little hesitant to have active bilateral cooperation with India. India has a defence
security agreement with Japan. Though India had discussed the possibility of buying
Amphibian planes from Japan, nothing has progressed so far.
India and Japan share the view that terrorism is a global curse and it should be combated in
all its forms.

Historical relations
➢ Both countries
untries have a history of no conflict. India has probably been the only country

without Japanese conflict in Asia.
➢ India also has a historical relation different from other nations.
➢ India and Japan want mutual development and the development of other nations
natio as both
countries support a multi-polar
polar Asia.
Economic relations
➢ Japan has been helping India in its economic development for the last 60 years. The

momentum increased particularly during Shinzo Abe’s government.
➢ Japanese have played a major role in India’s
India’s technological and infrastructural transformation.
➢ Suzuki was the first foreign investment that transformed urban transport in India. The Delhi

Metro, the bullet train project currently in implantation phase, Bengaluru metro and Chennai
metro are among other major projects of Japan.
➢ India is also keen to invite Japan to invest in its Make in India programme.
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➢ India has lagged behind in manufacturing or the third industrial revolution.
➢ But the Indian government is very keen for India to top the list in tthe fourth industrial

revolution which has Artificial intelligence, IoT, big data etc. Japan has come to be India’s
strong partner in this regard.

Indo-Pacific region
➢ Both nations mentioned that Indo-Pacific
Indo Pacific region should peaceful, open and inclusive.
ia and Japan have also taken up synergized infrastructure projects in the Indo
Indo-Pacific
➢ India

region like Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Kenya (where a cancer hospital is being
implemented. China has also been investing in various projects in these countries. With
Wi the
technological and financial support from Japan, India should be able to ensure time bound
delivery of services.
➢ China has been trying to dominate the Indo-Pacific
Indo Pacific region at least in East Asian region. But
China should realize that it will not be able
abl to have a stand in the Indo--Pacific region unless it
has close ties with India and Japan. Only China and Russia are not too enthusiastic about the
region.

Mumbai-Ahmedabad
Ahmedabad rail project
Ahmedabad high speed rail project is an iconic example of Japa
Japanese technology as
➢ Mumbai-Ahmedabad

well as symbol of bilateral strategic partnership and mutual trust.
➢ It is expected to act as a catalyst for rapid economic progress and technological growth and

innovation in India.
➢ It is monitored by an apex committee with representatives
representatives from both countries.
➢ Land acquisition for the project is expected to be completed by Dec, 2018.
Other areas of cooperation
➢ Japan is India’s third largest investor. Japan invested $4.7 billion in the Indian economy in

FY 2016-17.
➢ India is the largest recipient of Japanese official development assistance (ODA).
➢ There are several metro projects in India that include Japanese technology among which

Delhi metro is an iconic example of successful completion of a metro project for a large city
in India.
re are 12 industrial townships coming up in order to cater to their particular requirements.
➢ There
It holds significance in people to people relationships, growing engagement between States
and prefectures in Japan, dialogues between Parliamentarians of both countries
and exchange
cou
of views and ideas between the industries of both countries.
➢ Japan has also been part of smart cities in India, Swachh Bharat Mission, bringing in clean
energy and related technology, developing electric vehicles, battery storage techno
technology,
converting waste to energy and so on.
➢ India-Japan
Japan will cooperate to connect Africa, Southeast Asia and India’s Northeast as part of
the $40 billion Asia-Africa
Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC) programme, a counter to China’s Belt
and Road Initiative.
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New areas of cooperation
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Digital technology
Manufacturing
Robotics and Artificial Intelligence
Agriculture and food processing
Disaster management
Health – to involve Japan in the successful implementation of Ayushman Baharat
programme.
India Institutes of manufacturing that
➢ Skill development – to encou
encourage Japan to set up Japan-India
would train 30000 young Indians in manufacturing and production. They would serve as the
nuclei of change in the economy.
Quad
nited States, Australia,
➢ The Quad is an informal consultative mechanism comprising the U
United
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Japan, and India.
It is quietly opposed to China’s continued militarization of and attempts to control strategic
waterways throughout the region, namely the South China Sea.
The group met most recently last November, and again in June, after 10 years of inactivity.
Meetings were held at junior levels and not at higher levels.
China has time and again been apprehensive of the quad grouping as it has immense potential
to counter China in the Indo-Pacific
Indo
region.
China has called for free and open navigation in the seas, to resolve conflicts through
dialogue and to adhere by the United Nations Convention of the Law of the Seas (UNCLOS)
UNCLOS had been rejected by China during its dispute with Philippines against China's
territorial claim
im on the "nine
"nine-dash line".
In 2016, the Permanent Court of Arbitration had also rejected China’s claims.

Way forward
➢ Indian businesses have said they have market access constraints from the Japanese which
➢

➢
➢

➢
➢

needs to be worked upon.
ards of regulation and services where Indian goods and services do
Japanese have high standards
not appear to be competitive. It can be addressed at the highest levels by enhancing the
competitiveness of Indian goods to be at par with the Japanese goods.
untries can be addressed to improve business.
Language issues between the co
countries
Comprehensive Economic Partnership agreement signed between both countries in 2011 had
sought to address many issues like special visas for IT professionals but it hasn’t been
implemented. CEPA should be strengthened
streng
and implemented.
Rather than transferring machines and gadgets, both countries can transfer technology of the
same.
India and Japan should take along other nations like Vietnam, South Korea, Australia etc. in
on. They should stand for an open Indo-Pacific
the development of the Indo-Pacific
Indo
region.
Indo
region and not encourage any activity that would inject competition among the countries in
the region.
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11. RE-PRIORITISINGSAARC
PRIORITISINGSAARC
➢ South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) the regional intergovernmental
intergovern

organization and geopolitical union of nations in South Asia.
➢ Its member states include Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, the Maldives,

Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
➢ Economic expansion, connectivity and trade are major motto of SAARC nations to minimize

regional imbalance in South Asian region.
➢ The External Affairs Minister left the SAARC meeting midway recently after making her
statement.
➢ SAARC meeting was called off by India on the brutal killing of jawans in Jammu and
Kashmir and release off stamps by Pakistan glorifying terrorists.
Objectives of SAARC
SAARC was conceived at a time when connectivity between South Asian nations was moving at
a slow pace than the regional networks around the world.SAARC was meant to foster economic
cooperation which would in turn foster political cooperation. It was also thought of as a platform
to encourage informal relations between India and Pakistan. However, it was agreed that no
bilateral issue would be taken up in the SAARC meeting.
Objectives of SAARC are
re as follows:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Strengthening cooperation with other developing countries.
Improving the quality of life of people of South Asia and promoting their welfare.
Accelerating economic growth, cultural development and social progress in the region.
Strengthening and promoting collective self-reliance
self reliance among the countries of South Asia.
Cooperating with international and regional organizations with similar aims and purposes.
Contributing to the mutual trust, understanding and appreciation of one another's problems.
Strengthening cooperation among themselves in international forums on matters of common
interests.
➢ Providing the opportunity to live in dignity to all the individuals and helping them realize
their full potentials.
➢ Promoting active collaboration and mutual
mutual assistance in the economic, social, cultural,
technical and scientific fields.
Challenges
➢ Political cooperation can lead to economic cooperation but SAARC was conceived on a

reverse notion.
➢ Like India, other countries like Afghanistan and Bangladesh are
are also facing issues with

Pakistan’s dormancy towards terrorism emanating from its territory.

➢ There is no clear definition of the extent to which regional neighbours should have a political

consensus, especially with India.
➢ The entry of China into the South
South Asian region has challenged economic connectivity in the
region.
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➢ Though SAARC might not be dismantled, it will remain until there is a fundamental change

in the India-Pakistan
Pakistan relationship.
China’s Belt and Road
➢ Though connectivity project in SAARC started much earlier than C
Initiative, it did not progress.
➢ Countries in South Asia have not been able to integrate due to
✓ inability to invoke the confidence to integrate with India.
✓ political polarization of whether being with India or not.
e U.S. and China which do not allow a consensus to emerge among the
✓ external factors like
neighbouring nations.
➢ India’s policies related to illegal migration may impact neighbouring nations like Myanmar
and Bangladesh.
Way forward
➢ China is rising as a fast power integrating with
with India’s neighbours in the name of economic

➢

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

development. So, India needs to brush aside Pakistan and encourage relations with other
countries through available forums like BIMSTEC, IORA, BBIN etc.
Other forums like BIMSTEC do not have nations included in SAARC like Afghanistan,
Maldives and Pakistan and Bhutan has reservations on BBIN as a result of which, SAARC
cannot be ignored.
India should use its leadership to push forward agendas in the forums involving neighbouring
countries.
India should be involved
d in the national development of its neighbouring countries along
with its own development to set aside fears of overreach as done by China.
India needs to implement the promises to the neighbouring nations in the form of MoUs and
other agreements.
Instead of taking up security issues as a primary concern and not compromising on security
at the same time, India should economically integrate with its neighbours.
India should follow a similar strategy as was done in Africa where India helped the nation in
lementing its own priorities and not imposing anything on the Africans.
implementing
India should encourage bilateral relations and smaller regional groupings which will ensure
the success of larger groupings like SAARC, BIMSTEC etc.

12. SHANGHAI COOPERATION
COOPERA
ORGANISATION (SCO)
News
day conclave on the SCO leaders meeting in
➢ The External Affairs Minister attended the two
two-day

Dushanbe, Tajikistan.
➢ The minister raised the issues of terrorism, climate change and methods by which regional

peace can be promoted.
➢ In an apparent
nt reference to the USD 50 billion China-Pakistan
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),

EAM said that all connectivity initiatives must be based on the principles of respect for
sovereignty and territorial integrity, consultations, good governance, transparency, viability
viabi
and sustainability. India has opposed the CPEC projects and protested to China as it is being
laid through Pakistan-occupied
occupied Kashmir
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➢ This is also the first multilateral forum attended by External Affairs Minister with her

counterpart in Pakistan.
SCO
➢ The SCO was founded at a summit in Shanghai in 2001 by the presidents of Russia, China,

Kyrgyz Republic, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.
➢ India was an observer at the SCO since 2005 and has generally participated in the

ministerial-level
level meetings of
of the grouping which focus mainly on security and economic
cooperation in the Eurasian region.
➢ India became a full member of the China-dominated
China dominated grouping last year and the New Delhi's
entry is expected to increase the bloc's heft in regional geo-politics
geo politics and trade negotiations
besides giving it a pan-Asian
Asian hue.
➢ Along with India, Pakistan was also granted membership of the SCO in 2017.
➢ The bloc currently has eight member eight
eight-member
member countries which represent around 42% of
the world's population and 20% of the global GDP
Significance of SCO
➢ No bilateral issue can be raised at the SCO meeting according to its charter.
➢ Pakistan was already engaged with SCO member states through the Belt and Road Initiative

(BRI) before its entry into SCO. Pakistan’s entry was supported by China.
➢ Russia has been India’s staunchest supporter in the SCO, having lobbied hard with Beijing
for years to ensure its entry into the grouping.
➢ SCO is a platform where India will work with other Central Asian Republics and make them
strong politically and strategically so that there is no influence of China.
➢ India has a powerful strategic interest in Iran’s Chabahar port which is seen as India’s entry
into Central Asia and Afghanistan
China’s strategy
China has been strategically engaging countries
countries in the Indian Ocean region by developing
projects even though they are not economically viable. Examples are Hambantota port in Sri
Lanka and Gwadar port in Pakistan.
with
 China has invested hugely in these projects and Pakistan currently has towering debts
d
China.
 China has put forward the following proposals as five pillars of cooperation:
 Consolidating solidarity and coordination.
 Jointly tackling challenges.
 Deepening practical cooperation.
 Enhancing people--to-people and cultural bonds.
 Upholding openness and inclusiveness.
China proposes to align its own development with that of regional countries to jointly build a
neighbouring community of shared future with the SCO countries.
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India’s stand w.r.t Afghanistan
India and Afghanistan have a strong relationship based on cultural and historical links. The
relationship has its foundations in the historical contacts and exchanges between the people.
➢ India supports an Afghan owned and Afghan led government.
➢ Though many Central Asian countries support the
the concept of negotiating with the “good”
Taliban, India stands firmly by the policy that there is no good Taliban or bad Taliban, but
only the terrorist faction, Taliban.
13. ASIA-EUROPE
EUROPE SUMMIT
News
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

The 12th ASEM summit is being held in Brussels.
It has thee presence of 51 countries across Europe and Asia.
Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has led a delegation to the summit.
Theme of the summit- Global Partners for Global Challenges.
The summit started in 1996.

Significance
➢ It is a multilateral forum that started in 1996 when Singapore and Europe identified similar
➢

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

issues for discussion between Europe and Asian countries.
ASEAN had 7 members when it started and 3 members in partnership and EU 15 members.
In 2004- EU expanded to 25 members and India
India joined in 2006 though India attended its first
meeting in 2008
Participation is at the level of the VP or EAM or Minister of State for External Affairs.
There are 51 members- 30 from Europe and 21 from Asia. There are also representatives
from European Union and ASEAN secretariat.
Many issues of common interest will be discussed.
It will provide opportunities to members to connect with partners, resolve problematic issues
between countries, and strengthen relations between countries.
U.S. has threatened with sanctions on China. China was admitted into the WTO in 2001
according to certain norms and expectations. But China has not modified its domestic norms
to suit WTO. Hence, China is unlikely to get the support of Japan and Europe against the
U.S.

The theme
➢ Global challenges include climate change where India has a role to play given the fact that

U.S. has withdrawn from the Paris agreement, India has low emissions and India is well on
the way to achieve 175GW of renewable energy by 2022.
➢ India is also at the helm of International Solar Alliance which is a platform for bringing
countries towards renewable energy
➢ The next issue is terrorism which has affected India and European Union in a similar way.
➢ The third issue is Belt and Road initiative which is China’s
China’s flagship programme.
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➢ Europe is also concerned about the inroads made by China

into Central and Eastern Europe.
➢ Japan also its own connectivity project and India is working
with Japan for Chabahar port project in Iran and Asia Africa
growth corridor project.
➢ There is great synergy between India, European Union and
Japan.
14. SANCTIONS WAIVER
News
 India was among eight countries that were granted
“Significant
Significant Reduction Exemptions (SREs)” from the
second and final round sanctions targeting Iran’s crude oil
o
th
exports that went into effect on November 4 . The
exemptions have been granted for 180 days.
 Iran’s Chabahar port, which India has helped develop and
operates as a gateway to Afghanistan and Central Asia, was
also apparently exempted as it didn’t figure
figur in a
comprehensive list of sanctioned individuals and entities
released by the US treasury department.
 Under US sanctions, India will be allowed to export farm
commodities, food, medicines, and medical devices to Iran.
However, items such as petroleum an
and petrochemical
products, automobiles, steel, precious metals and graphite are
not allowed to be exported to Tehran.
 The others exempted from sanctions are China, Italy, Greece,
South Korea, Japan, Turkey and Taiwan. China and India are
the two top buyers of Iranian crude.U.S. said each of the
eight countries has demonstrated significant reductions in
crude imports from Iran and the “temporary allotments” were
granted in view of “specific circumstances” and to “ensure a
well-supplied
supplied oil market”.

Chabahar Port
In May 2016, India, Iran and
Afghanistan inked a pact
which entailed establishment
of Transit and Transport
Corridor among the three
countries using Chabahar
Port as one of the regional
hubs for sea transportation in
multi-modal
Iran, besides multi
transport of goods and
passengers across the three
nations.
The port in the SistanSistan
Balochistan province in the
energy-rich nation’s southern
energy
coast is easily accessible from
India’s western coast and is
increasingly seen as a counter
to Pakistan’s Gwadar Port,
which is being developed with
Chinese investment and is
located at distance of around
80 kms from Chabahar.
It is also considered a
to
gateway
golden
opportunities for trade by
India, Iran and Afghanistan
with central Asian countries
besides ramping up trade
among the three countries
after Pakistan denied transit
access to India.

Background
 The US had been trying to cut off all oil imports from Iran to zero by November 4 following
Trump's decision in May to pull out of the 2015 multilateral deal (Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA)) that eased global sanctions in exchange for curbs on
o Iran's
suspected nuclear programmes and malign activities.
 The first round of sanctions went into effect in August, targeting Iran’s exports of gold,
precious metals, steel, aluminum, pistachios and caviar and the automotive sector. The
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second round targets
ets Iran’s key foreign exchange earners — crude, shipping and the financial
system.
What if waivers had not been given to any country?
 If waivers had not been granted to any country, Iranian supply of oil would have stopped in
the global market which would
would have pushed oil prices even further. This, would have, inturn
affected all people, including Americans as well. Oil prices, being a very sensitive issue in
America would have created a major problem.
 Thus, by granting waivers to 8 countries, U.S. has mad
madee sure that the rise in prices of oil
would be gradual.
What may happen after 180 days?
 U.S. might push the sanctions to end up in nil purchase of oil from Iran.
 Earlier the sanction imposed in 2012 had ended in JCPOA deal with Iran.
 Also, purchases of oill from Iran by the 8 countries who have been given sanctions waiver are
also decreasing in anticipation of the sanctions after 180 days.
 Iranians look upto the Europeans who are trying to bring forward a Special Purpose Vehicle
(SPV)








Interests of India
India
dia is hugely dependent on Iran for oil. About 10% of the supply comes from Iran.
India prefers Iranian oil as it comes cheap and suits many refineries' technical configuration.
Currently, Iran provides its tankers as well as insurance for oil cargoes to IIndia.
India has stakes in Chabahar port in Iran. India had exported 1.1 million tonnes of wheat
through Chabahar port to Afghanistan. So, sanctions on Iran also mean curbing India’s
outreach to Afghanistan. This would affect the stability of Afghanistan which
wh is facing severe
drought, war and Taliban.
Due to increasing crude oil prices globally, India’s payments have increased by 30%.
Factoring in the depreciation of rupee, the payments are even greater. India has been able to
explain this pressure to the U.S.
U.S. for the waivers that have been granted.

Impact on Iran
 Due to cutting down of oil by 1.2 million barrels a day, Iran is currently under the same
pressure of the earlier sanctions with the difference being that America was able to impose
sanctions within
thin 6 months without the support of Europeans and others.
 Iranian Rial (Iran Currency) has lost about 70% of its value.
 But Iran has said it will fight through these sanctions. Also, it may survive the sanctions as
the 8 countries who have granted waivers are the largest importers of Iranian oil.
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 Iran being a Shia dominated country has presence in many countries. They have
Hizbollah in Lebanon, Hamas, Islamic Jihad in the Palestinian territories, mobilisation fronts
in Iraq and Houthi rebels in Yemen.
 Also,
o, Iran has supporters in Qatar who is sympathetic towards Iran, Turkey, Russia and even
India.
 Iran may go back to nuclear proliferation frustrated of the deal with the Americans.








Impact on other countries in the region
Turkey has been able to get waivers
waiver from sanctions.
Saudi Arabia and Israel will continue to pressurize America to keep the sanctions on Iran.
Also, Saudi Arabia would feel relieved to take off the focus from them regarding Jamal
Khashogi’s case.
If Iran restarts its nuclear programme, other
other countries in the region like Saudi Arabia and
Turkey will also join the nuclear race.
race
North Korea will become reluctant to sign a deal with the U.S. due to the latter’s loss of
credibility in keeping a deal signed with a country
Much will depend on elections
ctions that are to take place in the U.S. It will ultimately show the
support that Americans have for Trump’s actions. If he emerges to be a weaker person, it will
have an impact on the policies hitherto made by him.
Stand of Europeans
European governmentss are united in its opposition to America’s policies. European
companies have chosen to do business with America rather than with Iran. In the long run,
U.S policies will damage the Trans-Atlantic
Trans
alliance.

Way forward
 India and Iran still have to figure out shipping and insurance details for a smooth trade. The
US sanctions have driven away Indian and international shippers and insurers from extending
their services for Iranian oil imports.
 The existing payment mechanism is such that 55% of payment is made
made in euro and 45% in
rupee through UCO Bank. Here after, a rupee-based
rupee based payment mechanism will be used.
 Under the effect of sanctions, Iran might look for new geopolitical avenues that can bring
Iran closer to China which in turn can affect India’s strategic
strategic interests in Iran.
 India may look forward to Oman who has played a neutral role in the Persian Gulf to ease the
situation. Oman is considered to be the back-channel
back channel negotiator between Iran and its enemy
countries
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15. INDIA-CHINA
import
News: India’s Commerce Secretary
Secretary was recently in China to attend the India-China
India
Expo.
India urged China to give its products more access to the Chinese market.
India will start raw sugar exports to China in early 2019







Bilateral trade
The bilateral trade between India and China stands at $84.4 billion which is seen as a record
high between the two nations.
For many years the trade has been stagnating at $70 billion and for the first time in 2017, it
went upto $84 billion
China has a $60 billion trade deficit with India.
Thee trade deficit with China, in a way, exacerbates the political tensions between the two
countries.
Chinese officials also mentioned that India’s exports to China increased by over 40% in
2017. Trade increased from $11 billion to $16 billion.
Concerns

 Theree are many products of India which are of high quality and competitive in other
international markets but which are not able to access Chinese markets due to the Non-Tariff
Non
Barriers (NTBs) imposed by China. For instanceinstance agricultural products
 India is one of the largest exporters of rice in the world. When PM met Chinese President in
Wuhan, China allowed India to export non-basmati
non
rice to China
 Also, Chinese officials had visited rice processing centres in India which expanded the scope
of trade with China.
 India is the world’s largest sugar producer with a production of 32 million tonnes in 2018.
However, domestic consumption is only around 25 million tonnes. Raw sugar is only the
basmati rice that China will import from India
second product after non-basmati
 Otherr areas like pharmaceutical products, IT and tourism were put forward by the Commerce
Minister for China to provide market access to India.
Bilateral trade and politics
 India’s global trade deficit stands at over $100 billion which means over 40% of the trade
t
deficit is contributed by the trade deficit with China
 The U.S. also faces a similar situation where U.S. has a global trade deficit of $800 billion
out of which $375 billion is contributed by China
 If China would take some steps to lessen the trade deficit between the two countries, it would
go a long way in building confidence and trust and will settle some of the tensions between
the two countries
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Problems between China and the United States
U.S. and China, being the two largest economies of the world,
world, are currently mired in tension
over a trade war.
The U.S. accuses China of
 being a currency manipulator
 having inadequate intellectual property rights protection
 stealing U.S. jobs
market access to
 forcing American companies to share their technologies by providing m
China
Therefore, U.S. has not given China the status of a market economy till now.
U.S. says that when China was allowed to become a member of the World Trade
Organisation in 2001, China has taken the benefit of exporting to other countries but not
opening up its own market for imports at the same time.
The Democrats and Republics have a common stand as far as China is concerned which
means the policies against China will not change even though Trump would not become
President.
Currently, thee U.S has imposed barriers on over $250 billion worth goods coming from
China. Similarly, China has imposed trade barriers on over $50 billion worth goods coming
from the U.S. India could take advantage of the situation to fill in the void left by the U.S.
and the China in each other’s markets
But India also needs to be cautious in tapping the emerging markets as the present void in
markets have been incited by the global tensions. If China and U.S. calm down their
differences in future, the investments that
that India made for exporting to U.S. and China would
be wasted.

Way forward
 China is the manufacturing hub of the world. Most of its products are manufactured in State
Owned Enterprises (SOEs) of China. China provides subsidies to its manufacturing
enterprises
ses which are not covered under the WTO rules.
 China also provides high labour wages to its labourers
labourers.0
 Countries like India, U.S, Japan, European countries should pressurise China to follow the
rules accepted by it the WTO.
 It would ensure a level playing field for the free market players only if China controls its
subsidies, dumping policy and wages provided to its labourers.
labourers
16. INDIA-MALDIVES
News
elect- Ibrahim
 PM reached Maldives for the swearing in ceremony of the new President elect
Solih.
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 Indian PM was the first person to congratulate the new President after the election results
were announced.
 Also, Maldives was the only country among the SAARC nations that PM had not visited.
 PM’s planned visit to Maldives earlier had been disrupted by political turmoil
turmo in the country.









Significance
Maldives is the neighbor country of India and thus has strategic importance.
Relations with Maldives had been on a downward spiral since 2012 when then President
Mohammed Nasheed had been ousted by a coup.
Also, China’s growing
wing influence in the region has made India warier of its intentions.
Recently, Maldives has joined China’s Belt and Road initiative which has brought China
closer to India and also former President had amended the Constitution to lease out many
prime places to China.
70% of the Maldivian debt is owed to China.
India needs to carefully analyse its relations with its strategic neighbours to keep China in
check.

17. INDIA-PAKISTAN
direct
News: India and Pakistan committed to build the required infrastructure for visa-free
vi
travel by Indian Sikh pilgrims to Pakistan’s Kartarpur Sahib Gurudwara, allowing them to
mark the 550th Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev in November 2019.








Kartarpur corridor
Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan is located across the
river Ravi, about four kilometres from the Dera
Baba Nanak shrine.
It was established by the Sikh Guru in 1522.
The first gurdwara, GurdwaraKartarpur Sahib, was
built here, where Guru Nanak Dev, founder of the
Sikh religion, is said to have died.
The shrine at GurdwaraDarbar
dwaraDarbar Sahib Kartarpur in
Pakistan, roughly 3 kilometres from the
International Border,
r, is among the holiest of holy

Image Credit: The Hindu
sites for followers of Sikhism
 The Kartarpur Corridor, which will facilitate the visa free
travel of Indian Sikh pilgrims to GurdwaraDarbar
GurdwaraDarbar Sahib in Kartarpur, is expected to be
completed within six months.
Pakistan’s situation

 Pakistan’s economy is suffering a crisis situation where the fiscal deficit is close to 6.6%.
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 Apart from the IMF, Pakistan’s outreach for a bailout has extended to
to several sources.
 With Saudi Arabia, two visits by Prime Minister Imran Khan yielded a $6 billion package of
assistance.
 Two visits to the UAE and one to Malaysia have been made with the same hope.
ve Pakistan $7.5 billion in loans for
 The Asian Development Bank has reportedly agreed to gi
give
the next three years.
India-Pakistan relations
 India desires peaceful, friendly and cooperative relations with Pakistan, in an environment
free from terrorism and violence.
 Terrorism emanating from Pakistan and territory
territory under its control has, however, severely
limited and disrupted initiatives to build a stable relationship. Indian Policy on Pakistan is as
follows:
a) Issues can be resolved through dialogue;
b) There are only two parties to such dialogue-India
dialogue
and Pakistan;
c) However, terror and talks cannot go together.
 Bilateral trade
Pakistan bilateral trade touched a peak of US$ 2.7 billion in 2013-14
which
India-Pakistan
2013
fluctuated in subsequent years.
2012-13, when it
The imports from Pakistan have shown a gradual declining
declining trend since 2012
touched US$ 541.87 billion.
Main items of export from India to Pakistan are: cotton, organic chemicals, machinery,
food products including prepared animal fodder, vegetables, plastic articles, man
man-made
filament, coffee, tea
ea and spices, dyes, oil seeds and olea, etc.
Main items of import by India from Pakistan are: copper and copper articles, fruits and
nuts, cotton, salt, sulphur and earths and stones, organic chemicals, mineral fuels, rubber
plastic products, wool, etc.
 WTO MFN (Most Favoured Nation) status.
status
India had accorded MFN status to Pakistan in 1996.
Pakistan, in March 2012, substituted a 'positive list' of a little more than 1950 tariff lines,
permitted for import from India, by a 'Negative List' of 1209 lines that cannot be
imported from India.
In 2012, India announced reduction of 30% in its SAFTA Sensitive List for non
non-Least
Developed Countries of SAFTA [including Pakistan]. This measure benefited Pakistan's
exports to India in sectors of key interest to Pakistan.
Pa
 Trade Agreements
Customs Cooperation Agreement,
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Mutual Recognition Agreement and
Redressal of Trade Grievances Agreement
 Trade Infrastructure
The Attari ICP represents vastly improved infrastructure to facilitate trade and travel.
It containss a passenger terminal, a dedicated cargo terminal and separate import and
export warehouses.
A Joint Working Group to open further land trade routes with India is awaiting decision
from Pakistan

18. INDIA’S AFRICA OUTREACH
UTREACH
News:
six-day three-nation
 Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu on 6th November returned from his six
tour of Africa and described it as an "extremely productive" visit.
 The Vice President was accompanied by a high-level
high level delegation for the visit to Botswana,
Zimbabwe and Malawi.
 The delegation included Union Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment
Krishan Pal Gurjar, two MPs and senior officers of the Union government. Naidu's official
engagements included meeting presidents of the countries; holding bilateral meetings with
nterparts and delegation level talks; and interacting with business groups and Indian
his counterparts
communities. Several MoUs and agreements, including extradition treaty, and pacts on
agriculture and training were signed during the visit.
 From India, there have been 26
26 outgoing visits to Africa at the level of president, vice
president and prime minister in the last four years.

Significance
 The visit is a welcome one as it is a great symbol and assurance for the Americans. Africans
are looking towards India..
 The visit is symbolic and shows substantive engagement.
engagement
 The three major areas in which India has worked with the countries are Defense, diamonds
and digitalization.







Botswana
It is probably the highest-level
level visit from India to these country
Both economies are growing
ing at over 7%.
7%
Our trade with Botswana has increased over 27%
27%.
India is looking for new markets.
markets
India also has historical links with African countries from the time of struggle of
independence.
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 India is looking forward for cooperation in IT field as markets
markets in the West are also coming
down and it is another way to increase people-to-people
people
contact.
 Defence is another major point of cooperation between the countries
 Botswana has also requested cooperation in agriculture, ICT and healthcare where India is in
i
a good position to deliver as well.
well
 China also does not build capacities in these countries
countries.
 Botswana has also expressed interest to become part of International Solar Alliance
Zimbabwe
 It has been under the shadow of Robert Mugabe for a long time when it
i was virtually
isolated.
 The President himself had been trained in China and the Americans and Europeans are
helping the economy of Zimbabwe.
Zimbabwe
 It is the first high level visit in over two decades. Indian PM last visited in 1996.
1996
life-saving
 As they are facing issues in
in the health sector, India is providing them ambulances, life
drugs etc.
 They also have agreed to purchase diamonds directly from India who is the largest polishing
and exporting centre of diamonds in the world
world.
in
 Zimbabwe is also one the few countries
countries where Indians are being given visa-on-arrival
visa
Africa.
 Indian businesses are also already very strong in the country.
 India also has given a big line of credit for their power stations, for pumping water, creating
network
the Gandhi Convention Centre, India-Zimbabwe
India imbabwe technology Centre and Pan-African
Pan
project.
 India is also helping them get into the Commonwealth
Commonwealth.
 India has common area of interest in sports with Zimbabwe. The Sports Minister of
Zimbabwe is the Olympic medal winner just like the Sports Minister
Minister of India.
India
 There is a significant presence of Indian diaspora in Zimbabwe which can be used by India to
deliver agreements on the ground.
 Private sector participation also has an important role to play.
play
Malawi






The previous Vice-President
President visit took pplace in 2010.
India and Malawi are close partners in Disaster Management.
One of the MoUs signed with Malawi dealt with the peaceful uses of atomic energy.
energy
Malawi has also ratified the International Solar Alliance
Alliance.
Training defence forces in Malawi is also part of the agreement.
Way forward

 Timely delivery of projects is key to all relations with other countries
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 Sustained directions at top level would go a long way in maintaining India’s connect with
African countries.
19. PRESIDENT’S VISITS
TS
News: The President
dent visited Vietnam and Australia.
Vietnam
India and Vietnam signed four agreements.
These include agreements related to:
(i) Cooperation in the field of communications, and
of
(ii) Cooperation between Confederation of Indian Industry and the Vietnam Chamber
Cha
Commerce and Industry.
Australia
India and Australia signed five agreements in various sectors including:
(i) Cooperation in the area of disability,
(ii) Facilitating bilateral investment,
(iii) Collaboration in science and innovation, as well as
(iv) Cooperation in agricultural
ultural research and innovation.
20. TALIBAN PEACE TALKS
TA
IN MOSCOW
In a significant development on the Afghan reconciliation process, Russia hosted the
Moscow format meeting in which 11 countries including the regional players like China,
Pakistan and Iran took part. It was for the first time that Taliban publicly entered at the
multilateral table. These talks come after years of back-channel
back channel diplomacy between Moscow
and Taliban. India was part of this format meeting but at an unofficial
unofficial level represented by
two of its former diplomats.

Significance
 Taliban will be at the meeting along with Afghan Peace Council and regional neighbours
including India
 It will be an opportunity for Afghan government represented by High Peace Council
Counc and
Taliban to put forward each other’s views on the peace process in Afghanistan.
 It also shows Russia’s entry into the peace process in Afghanistan by being a negotiator.
Why have talks with Taliban started now?
 It is the 17th year of the world’s fight
fig with Taliban.
 Over the years, Taliban’s influence has been increasing.
asjids of Afghanistan and
 They have an unending supply of fighters from the Madrasas and Masjids
Pakistan.
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 They have unlimited funds because of the increasing amount of Poppy (Papaver somniferum)
and Narcotics.
 All the countries which thought peace process could be brought in Afghanistan by sidelining
Taliban had to have second thoughts due to the increasing influence of Taliban.
 So, all countries, except India, started back
back-channel talks with Taliban.








India’s stand
India was kept out of the peace talks in Afghanistan by the international communities under
pressure from Pakistan.
India has shown its presence in the peace talks which is a significant development as
importance has been accorded
accorded to India’s role irrespective of Pakistan’s concerns.
India supports Afghan led, Afghan owned and Afghan controlled peace process in
Afghanistan.
India has acted on the same lines of Afghanistan by not sending any official representative.
India and China
ina also had recently agreed to train Afghan diplomats.
India, while being cautious of talking to Taliban, supports Afghanistan to proceed in the way
in which it thinks would bring peace to the country.

Afghan situation
 There are some principal players involved
involved in Afghanistan’s peace process
1. Afghan government
2. Taliban
3. U.S. which has the largest number of troops on ground.
ground
4. Pakistan, which has kept up the insurgency and also provides safe haven to terrorists
terrorists.
 Afghanistan became a brutal society after
after the U.S. entered Afghanistan.
 Afghanistan acknowledges that peace process would not be possible in the country without
talking to Taliban.
 Afghanistan President, Ashraf Ghani, had, in fact, allowed Taliban to open an office in
Kabul.
ling to put the presence of foreign troops within the agenda of the intra He was also willing
intra
Afghan dialogue.
Multiple visions
 Taliban does not acknowledge the presence of U.S. in Afghanistan.
to the
 Taliban wants the foreign troops to withdraw from Afghanistan which is not acceptable
accept
U.S.
 Russia does not want a country which is a hot bed of terrorism.
terrorism
 Iran would not want Afghanistan to be a Sunni dominated country.
 India along with the U.S wants Afghanistan to be a secular and democratic country which is
modern in its values.
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 It might be difficult for other countries to accede to Taliban’s demands as it would push
Afghanistan back to being a terrorism hub perpetuated by Pakistan.
Impact on India
of
 Peace in Afghanistan is very important for India as India is involved in the development
de
the Chabahar port through which India and other countries seek to reach Afghanistan and
Central Asian countries bypassing Pakistan.
 India’s role assumes significance in stabilizing Afghanistan in the region.
ions, the U.S. also acknowledges India’s role in the
 By granting waivers from U.S. sanct
sanctions,
stability of Afghanistan.
21. G20 SUMMIT
News:
 G20 Summit was held in Argentina which was attended by the
PM.
 The theme of the G20 summit was “Building Consensus for
a Fair and Sustainable Development”.
Development
 India will host the G20 Summit in 2022, the year the country
will celebrate the 75th Independence Day.












G
The G-20
is a grouping of
the world’s 20 major
economies.
20 members comprise
G-20
Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada,
the
China,
European Union, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia,
Italy,
Japan,
Mexico,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South
Africa,
South
Korea,
Turkey, the UK and the US.
Collectively,
G-20
the
G
economies account for
nearly 90 per cent of the
gross world product,
80 per cent of world trade,
two-thirds
of the world
two
population,
Approximately
Approximatel half of the
world land area.

Highlights
Climate change: Except, U.S., all G20 countries pledged the
“full implementation” of the Paris Agreement on climate and
also took note of UN scientists’ call for reducing warming to
1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial
pre
levels.
Trade: G20 called for reforms of the World Trade
Organisation “to improve its functioning”
IMF: G20 pledged to provide adequate funding and to meet a
goal of finalising
ing new national quotas which determine each
member’s voting rights.
Corruption: G20 “committed to prevent and fight corruption
and lead by example,” promising action from 2019 through
2021 on cleaning up state--run enterprises.
Gender inequality: The G20 recommitted
r
to a four-year-old
goal of reducing the gender gap in the labor force by 25 percent by 2025. It supported doing
more, including increasing efforts to bring education to girls.
Future of work: Noting that new technologies will transform the nature
natur of labour, the G20
called for “an inclusive, fair and sustainable” future of work, with retraining of workers
where needed.
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 Infrastructure: Calling infrastructure a key driver of global growth, the G20 called for
greater standardisation in contract
contract-makingg to encourage more private capital.












Trilateral Summit- ‘JAI’ summit
20 summit.
India, U.S. and Japan held their first trilateral meeting at the G
G-20
India underscored its firm commitment to make the Indo-Pacific
Indo Pacific a region for shared
economic growth.
inister said the 'JAI' meeting was a convergence of vision between the three
The Prime Minister
nations.
Indo
The PM stressed on 5 areas to promote peace and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific
region,
namely
 connectivity
 sustainable development
 disaster relief
 maritime security
 unfettered mobility
He also underlined the importance of building consensus on anarchitecture in the IndoIndo
Pacific region based on principles of mutual benefit and respect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity.
The leaders emphasized the importance of cooperation
cooperation among the three countries on all
major issue of global and multilateral interests such as connectivity, sustainable
development, counterterrorism and maritime and cyber security.
rule-based order in the
They shared their views on progressing a free, open, conclusive and rule
Indo-Pacific
Pacific region, based on respect for international law and peaceful resolution of all
differences.

22. EAST ASIA SUMMIT
News:
 PM visited Singapore for the ASEAN India summit, East Asia Summit and the RCEP in
Singapore.
 The PM also met US Vice President and the two leaders held discussions on a variety of
topics.
ech festival thereby becoming the first PM
 PM also delivered the keynote address at the FinTech
to do so.
 PM had visited Singapore in June and was the keynote speaker at the
the Shangri La dialogue
where he had laid out the contours of Indo-Pacific
Indo
policy.
 The Quad grouping comprising U.S., India, Japan and Australia also met at the same venue
for the second time this year.
India-ASEAN
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Trade between India and ASEAN stands at 81.33
81. billion USD.
ASEAN countries are an important element in India’s ‘Act East Policy’. The Act East Policy
of India’s foreign policy has helped strengthen the relations between India and ASEAN.
This is the 5th summit that the PM is attending which shows the
the commitment that the PM has
towards ASEAN relations.
2017 marked the 25th anniversary of the India ASEAN dialogue and the 5th anniversary of the
strategic partnership between India and ASEAN.
Also, a commemorative summit was held in Delhi this year in wh
which
ich high level officials of
all countries participated and were guests at the Republic Day parade.
The ten leaders from ASEAN countries had visited India on 69th Republic Day.
The economy of ASEAN countries taken together is as large as India’s economy
The ASEAN countries are also important for the development of the North East.
ASEAN countries also accord strategic importance for India as they are under pressure from
the increasing influence of China.
India- U.S. discussions

 The relations would include common
co
interests in a variety of issues:
 Defence
 Make in India in Defence
 Maritime security
 Indo-Pacific policy
 counter terrorism
 Issue of growth of terrorism emanating from Pakistan and mainstreaming of terrorists and
stan’s political space in recent elections.
terror groups in Pakistan into the Paki
Pakistan’s
elections
 US Vice President also discussed the issue of free and open access to seas all across the
region.
 PM raised the need for defence manufacturing in India, making it a regional hub and seeing it
tunity for exporting defence equipment in the region.
as an economic opportunity
Importance of Indo-Pacific
Pacific policy
 Indo-Pacific
Pacific region comprising 38 countries shares 44 % of world surface area and 65 per
cent of world population, and contributes 62 % of world GDP and 46 % of world
merchandise trade.
 Given the economic potential of Indo-Pacific
Indo Pacific region, a number of countries are investing
enormous financial, technological and human capital to develop maritime economies and are
striving to leverage their unique strengths.
 Also, about 50-55%
55% of India’s trade passes through these two oceans.
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Indo-Pacific
 China has been making extra territorial inroads into many countries in the Indo
including India, Bhutan and South China Sea.
 China’s policy has always been to gradually dispute and take over tterritories in the IndoPacific.
 China can at any time monitor and regulate traffic on the high seas and in the air as China has
created new islands and put new armaments and missiles in place.
 Only United States has declared a policy of not accepting the Chinese
Chinese claims and also
asserting its freedom of navigation.
 Stability in the region is of paramount importance for the peace and prosperity of all nations
in the region. This can be possible only by exerting pressure on the China’s transgressions
through forums
orums like ASEAN + 6.
6











FinTech festival
ech festival is the biggest event of its kind in the world, attended by both
The Singapore FinTech
industry leaders and smaller startups.
It was a festival which showcased the combination of finance and technology.
PM presented
resented to the countries the initiatives taken in India for financial inclusion through
digital technology.
He mentioned their Jan Dhan Yojana, MUDRA, etc.
The Rupay card facility through the UPI interface was introduced when PM visited
Singapore in June for the Shangri la dialogue.
On the occasion, Modi launched Application Programming Interface Exchange (APIX), a
banking technology designed to reach two billion people without bank accounts worldwide.
ech companies and financial
To begin with, APIX will connect Indian and ASEAN
ASEANFinTech
institutions. It will eventually connect Indian companies to banks and financial institutions
globally.
ech: Access, inclusion, connectivity,
PM said Indian story shows six great benefits of FinTech:
ease of living, opportunity and accountability.
Conclusion
India along with other ASEAN countries wants a free and open Indo-Pacific
Indo Pacific region. Though
all countries want good relations with China, it should not be at the sacrifice of its own
foreign policy.

23. 7TH RCEP
News: 7th RCEP Inter-Sessional
Sessional Ministerial Meeting concluded in Singapore.
Decisions taken
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The Ministers acknowledged the good progress made in the
negotiations so far with successful conclusion of 5 chapters
this year alone, taking the total to 7 chapters, namely
(i) Economic
nomic and Technical Cooperation
(ii) Small and Medium Enterprises
(iii) Customs Procedures and Trade Facilitation
(iv) Government Procurement
(v) Institutional Provisions
(vi) Standards, Technical Regulations and Conformity
Assessment Procedures (STRA
(STRACAP); and
(vii) Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS).










The
Regional
Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
(RCEP) is a
Pa
mega
regional
trade
free
agreement
being
negotiated
amongst 16 countries, comprising
10 ASEAN countries (Brunei,
Cambodia,
Indonesia,
Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam)
plus six ASEAN FTA partners,
namely Australia, China, India,
Japan, Korea and New Zealand.

RCEP
Negotiations on the RCEP have been going on from 2012
ASEAN meeting in Cambodia.
India has a trade deficit with ten out of 16 countries in negotiations to ink the mega free trade
pact.
This is the only forum where India will be having an agreement with China at a multilateral
level.
India has reasons to be aware of trade with China. India’s Balance of Trade with China is
skewed towards China.
Currently, RCEP countries want India to commit duty cuts on at least 92% of tariff lines.
India has made an offer for tariff liberalisation on 74% of goods for China and a few other
countries and up to 86% for all other RCEP members.
India wants ASEAN countries to open up services market in addition to goods to enable
movement of skilled people for which ASEAN countries are hesitant.
At the conclusion of their meeting at the end of August this year, trade ministers had vowed
to conclude RCEP negotiations by the end of this year. However, given the quantum of work
that still needs to be done, it looks unlikely that RCEP talks will be concluded by December
end.
The single phrase

 In October, the ministers had reaffirmed their “resolve to bring negotiations to a substantial
ion of a package by the year-end
was “an
conclusion” and reiterated that the complet
completion
year
important milestone”.
 However, India and a few ASEAN countries have raised concerns about the legal
implications of the term ‘substantial
substantial conclusion’
conclusion’.
 In certain countries like Malaysia, the phrase "substantial conclusion"
conclusion" has legal implications,
which requires the government to make the agreement details public to Parliament and
media.
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24. INDIA-MALDIVES
What is the news?
Maldives:
 The President of Maldives was on a State Visit to India in
 Maldives is the smallest country
December 2018 at the invitation
invitatio of the PM.
of South Asia.
 India announced provision of financial assistance upto US$
 It is significant due to its crucial
1.4bn
n in the form of budgetary support,
support currency swap and
strategic location in the
geo-strategic
Indian Ocean.
concessional lines of creditto
credit fulfil the socio-economic
 It sits astride on major sea lanes
development
ment programmes of the Maldives.
of communications (SLOCs).
 The package comes as Maldives
ldives is facing a debt of $3.2bn
 India is Maldives’s closest
with China. It is expected to boost Male’s global financial
neighbour and one of its largest
standing.
trading partners.
 President of Maldives
es reaffirmed his government’s IndiaFirst Policy, and commitment to working together closely with India.
Historical Perspective India & Maldives established diplomatic relations after Maldives ‘independence from British
rule in 1966.
 India was one of the first nations to recognise Maldives' independence.
 Since then, India and Maldives have developed close strategic, military, economic and cultural
c
relations.
 India and Maldives officially and amicably decided their maritime boundary in 1976.
 Both nations are founding members of the SAARC, South Asian Economic Union and
signatories to the South Asia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA).
 Indian and Maldivian
ldivian leaders have maintained high-level
high level contacts and consultations on
regional issues.
 Operation Cactus- In 1988, armed militants of the People's Liberation Organisation of
Tamil Eelam attempted to take over the Maldivian govt. It was believed to be an attempt by
a politician opposed to the regime of the then-President
then
of Maldives to gain control,
control while the
then-Indian PM Rajiv
PLOTE sought a safe haven and base for its activities. The then
Gandhi ordered 1,600 troops to aid the Maldivian govt. In a military operation codenamed
Operation Cactus, Indian forces arrived within 12 hours of the request for aid being made,
squashed the coup attempt and achieved full control of the country within hours.
Male in 2014,
 Maldivian drinking water crisis- In the wake of a drinking water crisis in Mal
following the collapse of the island's only water treatment plant, Maldives urged India for
immediate help. India came to rescue by sending its heavy lift transporters like C-17 Globe
also
sent
master
III, Il-76 carrying
bottled
water.
The
navy
navy
her
onships like INS Sukanya, INS Deepak and others which can produce fresh water using their on
board desalination plants.
Importance of the visit  The tenure of his predecessor was marked by a serious deterioration in ties with India, as the
t
nation inched towards authoritarianism and into a close embrace wit
withh China.
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 China factor - Under the former govt in Maldives, the country had allowed Chinese
investments for major infrastructure projects and signed an
a FTA. China’s loans to the
t Maldives
total to $1.3bn,
n, or a quarter of the island nation’s GDP.
 The new Maldivian govt is looking to India for more budgetary support to help meet its
development goals and is also planning to revise the FTA with China.
 Though China will remain a key economic partner
partner of Maldives, India’s role will be critical in
determining the trajectory of political developments.
Agreements/MoUs/Joint Declaration of Intent signed during the visit:
1. Agreement on the Facilitation of Visa Arrangements
2. Memorandum of Understanding on
o Cultural Cooperation
3. MoUs for Establishing Mutual Cooperation to Improve the Ecosystem for Agribusiness
4. Joint Declaration of Intent on Cooperation in the field of Information & Communications
Technology and Electronics
gether to create institutional linkages and to establish a
The two countries agreed to work to
together
framework of cooperation in the following areas:
 Health cooperation issues particularly cancer treatment
 Mutual Legal Assistance on Criminal Matters
 Investment promotion
 Human Resource Development
 Tourism
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Indian engagement with Maldives

Commerce cooperation- India has provided extensive economic aid and has participated in bilateral
programmes for the development of infrastructure, health, civil aviation, telecommunications and labour
resources. It has established the Indira Gandhi Memorial Hospital in Malé, expanded telecommunications and
India-Maldives
air links and increased scholarships for Maldivian students. The GMR crisis affected the India
relations severely, but both countries have decided to bury the hatchet and move forward.
Diplomatic cooperation- Maldives has become the latest member of Indian Ocean Rim Association
(IORA) after India managed to convince naysayers that the new govt in Malé should be given a chance.
Military cooperation On April 2006 Indian Navy gifted a Trinkat Class Fast Attack Craft of 46m length to Maldives National
Defence Force's Coast Guard.
 India permanently based two helicopters in the country to enhance its surveillance capabilities and ability to
respond swiftly to threats.
 Maldives has coastal radars on only two of its 26 atolls. India will help set up radars on all 26 for seamless
coverage of approaching vessels and aircraft.
 The coastal radar chain in Maldives will be networked with the Indian coastal radar system.
system India has
already undertaken a project to install radars along its entire coastline. The radar chains of the two countries
will be interlinked and a central control room in India's Coastal Command will get a seamless radar picture.
 The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) will carry out regular Dornier sorties over the island nation to look out for
suspicious movements or vessels. The Southern Naval Command will overlook the inclusion of Maldives
into the Indian security grid.
services Andaman Nicobar Command (ANC) to observe
 Military teams from Maldives will visit tthe tri-services
how India manages security and surveillance of the critical island chain.
 Ekuverin,, an annual joint military exercise is held every year since 2009 between India and Maldives. The
exercise aims to enhance
hance the interoperability between the Indian Army and Maldives National Defence
Force in order to effectively undertake counter-terrorism
counter terrorism operations in urban or semi-urban
semi
environments.

Way forward:
 The biggest challenge for the Maldivian economy is that it is heavily dependent on tourism.
Hence their GDP is low, purchasing power is low and they’re susceptible to instability (both
economic and political).
 India could assist Maldives
aldives ‘diversify’ (marine
(
food processing etc.) and have strong importexport relationships with India. Once established, economic ties are harder to break off than
diplomatic ties.
powers would
 Some exertion is necessary, as in the absence of Indian intervention, external
ex
have been tempted to intervene or even establish bases in Maldives which being in India’s
backyard, India cannot allow.
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 But India must also take note of the fear of smaller nations in South Asia about what has been
described as the spread
ad of Indian hegemony.
hegemony. India needs to remain careful if it wants to avoid
a Nepal-like
like situation, where New Delhi’s perceived interference in Nepal’s internal affairs had
turned the Nepali people against India. Having a lighter diplomatic footprint is the only way
forward in the Maldives.
25. U.S.A. TROOP PULL-OUT
OUT FROM SYRIA

What is the news?
 The U.S. has started returning its troops from Syria as it moves to a new phase in its campaign
(Global Coalition) against Islamic State (IS).
 A complete withdrawal of U.S. troops from Syria would still leave a sizeable U.S. military
presence in the region.
The concern –
 The announcement of the pull-out
pull out has stunned and dismayed diplomats and officials in Kabul
ith the Taliban. Taliban already
who are intensifying a push to end the 17
17-year conflict with
controls vast amounts of territory and is causing “unsustainable” Afghan troop casualties.
 US officials have long fretted about leaving Syria before a peace agreement can be reached.
 IS also widely expected to revert to guerrilla
guerrilla tactics once it no longer holds territory.
 The move is a blow to the Syrian Kurds, who were in the forefront of the war against the
Islamic State (IS).
Thy Syrian war  The U.S. began bombing the IS in September 2014 after the IS
announced a new Caliphate
aliphate with territories spread across the
Iraqi-Syrian border.
 But the bombing campaign remained largely ineffective till the
U.S. partnered with the People’s Protection Units (YPG),
(YPG) the
militia of the Syrian Kurdistan, which recaptured the city of
Kobane and ousted the IS.
 The U.S. provided air cover. The success led the US to engage
the Syrian Kurds in nearby towns to finally oust the IS from the
Syria-Turkish
Turkish border region.
 After these initial victories, the Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF), a coalition
n of Kurdish, Arab and Assyrian militias and led
by the YPG, was formed in 2015 with U.S support.
 It has since become the official defence force of the Syrian
Kurdistan (commonly known as Rojava).
 After capturing the (Kurdish) border areas, the SDF moved to
Arab-populated
populated towns in the east such as Raqqah and Deir ezez
Zor and freed them one after
er the other.
 The IS, which once claimed territories as big as the UK, has now
been confined to some narrow pockets
pock
on the Iraqi-Syrian
border.
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Support and betrayal  The U.S. has a history of
supporting and betraying the
supp
Kurds.
 After the 1stWorld War, U.S.
backed the idea of autonomy for
non-Turkish minorities of the
non
Ottoman Empire. But the Allied
All
Powers never pushed for it.
boundaries
 When the post-Ottoman
post
were redrawn, the Kurds were split
among four countries — Turkey,
Syria, Iraq
Ira and Iran.
 In all these countries, they have
been a persecuted minority. For
example,
Iraqi
Kurds.
exa
Kurds
Unfortunately, the Syrian
S
face the same fate.
 Syrian Kurdistan is not a
recognised
constitutionally
autonomous entity like Iraqi
autonomo
Kurdistan.
 They are surrounded by enemies,
the remnants of the IS, Turkish
regime.
military and the Syrian reg
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 The U.S. doesn’t have a major troops presence in the region. But in the territories east of the
Euphrates that are part of the Rojava, the U.S. has built massive military infrastructure.
Turkey’s problem:
 Turkey opposes the U.S. support for the Kurdish rebels.
in component of the SDF) has close ties with the Kurdistan Workers Party
 The YPG (the main
(PKK), the Kurdish militant group in Turkey which is seen as a terrorist organisation by both
Ankara and Washington.
 So Turkey fears the military mobilisation of the Rojava would embolden
embolden the PKK.
What Turkey plans to do?
 Turkey wants to create a buffer between the Turkish border and the Rojava.
pro-Turkey
 The plan is to capture the border region from Kurdish militants and hand it over to pro
rebel groups in Syria who get aid from Turk
Turkey.
 However, US presence is an impediment to execute this plan. Therefore, US pulling out of
Syria will allow Turkey to execute
e
his plans in the region.
U.S. Special Operations forces could be deployed in Syria  The Pentagon is considering using small teams
teams of Special Operations forces to strike the IS
group in Syria, one option for continuing a military mission there despite the order to withdraw
troops.
 The U.S. commandos would be shifted to neighbouring Iraq, where an estimated 5,000 U.S.
forces are deployed,
ployed, and “surge” into Syria for specific raids.
Arguments in favour of the withdrawal:
 The caliphate is destroyed — the IS has lost 95% of the territory it once controlled and is now
confined to narrow pockets on the Iraqi
Iraqi-Syrian border.
 The U.S. is already
lready stranded in Afghanistan (for 17
The case of Iraq and rise of
years) and Iraq (over 15 years) without a way out.
ISIS:
 The US withdrew of its forces

from Iraq before an unravelling
Arguments against the pull out:
of the Iraqi armed forces. Iraqi
 The U.S. has only 2,000 troops in Syria. They were not
forces collapsed in the face of the
directly involved in the ground battle, and were supporting
IS’s advance into the country in
the Syrian Democratic
ratic Forces, a rebel group led by Kurdish
2014.
rebels who were in the forefront of the fight against the IS.
 The IS declared its so-called
“caliphate” in 2014 after seizing
 Turkey considers the military consolidation of Kurds as a
large swathes of Syria and Iraq.
strategic threat. In the past, Turkey had attacked Kurds in
 The hardline Islamist group
some pockets on the Syrian side, but was prevented from
established its de facto capital in
launching a full-throttle
throttle attack because of the U.S.
the Syrian city of Raqqa, using it
presence.
as a base to plot attacks in
Europe.
 Pull out of American troops would leave the Syrian Kurds
According
to U.S. estimates, the

at the mercy of Turkish troops.
group oversaw about 100,000 sq.
 A second risk factor will emerge if Turkey launches an
km of territory, with about 8mn
attack on the Kurdish militants,
ilitants, which Turkish President
people under its control.
has vowed to do. The Kurds will then have to re-channel
re
their resources to fight Turkish soldiers. This will weaken the ground resistance against the
remaining IS militants on the southern side of the border.
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Conclusion –
 Despite the fact that the US intervention in Syria was not approved by its Congress or the UN,
the pull-out
out should have been orderly. The U.S. has the moral obligation to ensure the safety of
the Syrian Kurds, instead of giving Turkey a free run.
 US President
ident should have waited for the conflict to de-escalate
de escalate even further and taken
assurance from Turkey that it would refrain from attacking Kurdish troops before deciding to
pull out of Syria.
26.CONSTITUTIONAL
CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS
CRISI IN SRI LANKA
What is the news?
 Sri Lanka President Maithripala
Sirisena reinstated United National
Party leader Ranil Wickremesinghe
as PM on December 16, seven
weeks after firing him in a snap
move.
 With Wickremesinghe back in
power, the 50-day
day long tenure of
Mahinda Rajapaksa, who replaced
replace
Mr. Wickremesinghe as the PM,
has also come to an abrupt end.
 The move, which defied the 19th
Amendment of Sri Lanka
Constitution in 2015 that clipped
the powers of the President significantly, had left the country without a legitimate govt for
nearly 2 months.
 However, Mr. Sirisena said there was no change in his “personal position” that he would not
mbers in Parliament backed him.
work with Mr. Wickremesinghe even if all 225 me
members
The role of the Judiciary  The SC has reversed and corrected the acts of constitutional
constitutional transgression by Mr. Sirisena.
 Under the reformed presidential system in Sri Lanka with the 19th Amendment to the
Constitution, the President’s powers over the Prime Minister, the cabinet and Parliament are
severely restricted.
ourt of the country asserted itself against the arbitrary and capricious exercise of
 The highest court
constitutional authority by the head of the executive and refused to be submissive to the
executive.
nsured the constitutional
 It also protected the institutional autonomy of the legislature and eensured
protection to the Prime Minister and the Cabinet.
 In doing so, Sri Lanka’s SC ultimately proved itself to be a reliable arbiter of disputes that
have the potential to endanger democracy and the freedom and rights of the country’s
citizens.
 Hereafter, no one can take for granted the limits of political power as set out in the
Constitution.
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A citizens’ awakening
 The entire episode has mobilised the citizens and led to a sudden burst of political activism,
participation and resistance
nce by citizens.
 There was a republican surge of political consciousness, education, participation, and activism
by citizens in
n defence of political freedom.
Way forward -Preventing
Preventing another escalation  There is a risk that the conflict will continue, exp
expressing
ressing itself in new forms under new
circumstances.
eruption of this power struggle is the biggest challenge Sri Lanka faces
 Prevention of the re-eruption
immediately.
 A modus vivendi for at least a minimum level of peaceful cohabitation has to be found.
 In Sri Lanka’s dual executive system, if the President and the Prime Minister resume the old
habit of working on competing political agendas, eruption of another major crisis of
governance is inevitable.
The next two years  Meanwhile, the next two years will be crucial for Sri Lanka’s politics of the future.
 A new President will have to be elected before the end of 2019, followed by fresh
parliamentary elections in early or mid
mid-2020.
 Provincial Council elections
tions are also on the cards.
 Thus, what can be expected
d in the run-up
run up to the next round of elections is a crystallisation of
existing fissures, divisions and groupings into two broad political camps.
 The resilience of the citizens of Sri Lanka in defending their democracy will once again be put
to the test within months.
27. INDIA-BHUTAN
BHUTAN RELATIONS

What is the news?
Bhutan's newly elected PM Dr. Lotay Tshering came to India in December 2018. This was his
first visit abroad after assuming office, which showed the importance Bhutan attaches to
relations with India.
₹4,500-cr.
cr. assistance for Bhutan 4,500 crore
 India will support Bhutan’s development needs by providing ₹4,500
for its 12th five-year plan.. This contribution will be processed according to
Bhutan’s preferences and necessities.
 India assured Bhutan that it will continue to be a reliable friend and a
partner of Bhutan’s developmental needs.
 Bhutan remains one of the key recipients of development assistance from
India. India provided ₹4,500
4,500 crore for the 11th five year plan that lasted
between 2013 and 2018.
 To share the benefit of the South Asian Satellite
Satellite,, the ISRO is moving ahead with plans to set
up a ground station in Bhutan that will help in telemedicine, disaster relief and climate trends.
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Mangdechhu hydro power project lectricity is the main source of revenue for his country and negotiations
 Bhutan said that hydroelectricity
to fix the tariff rates
tes on major projects continue.
 The statement is significant as it comes against the backdrop of reports of differences in the
tariffs preferred by Delhi and Thim
Thimphu for the 720-MW
MW Mangdechhu project, being set up
with Indian collaboration.
India-Bhutan relations Diplomatic relations between India and Bhutan were established in 1968 with the
establishment of a special
ial office of India in Thimphu.
eof the establishment of formal diplomatic relations between India and
 The Golden Jubileeof
Bhutan is being celebrated in the year 2018.
 The special relationship has been sustained by the tradition of regular visits and high level
dialogues between the two countries.
 There are a number of institutional mechanisms between India and Bhutan in areas such as
security, border management, trade, transit, economic, hydro-power,development
hydro
cooperation, water resources.
resources
 There have been regular exchanges at the Ministerial and officials’ level, exchanges of
parliamentarian delegations to strengthen partnership in diverse areas of cooperation.
 India is Bhutan's largest trading partner
partner.. As per the provisions of the bilateral trade
acted in Bhutanese Ngultrums
agreement between them, trade between two countries is trans
transacted
and INR. The Agreement also provides for duty-free
duty free transit of Bhutanese exports to third
countries.
 Hydropower projects in Bhutan are an example of win-win
win win cooperation, providing a reliable
source of inexpensive and clean electricity
electricity to India, generating export revenue for Bhutan and
cementing
nting the economic integration.
 So far, Govt of India has constructed 3 Hydroelectric Projects (HEPs) in Bhutan totaling 1416
), which are operational and exporting surplus
power to
MW (Chukha, Kurichhu andTala),
s
India. About 3/4thof the power generated is exported and rest is used for domestic consumption.
hydro There are about 60,000 Indian nationals living in Bhutan, employed mostly in the hydro
electric power and construction industry. In addition, between
between 8000 and 10,000 daily workers
enter and exit Bhutan every day in border towns.
The way forward-Bhutan,
Bhutan, under the new PM,, is looking forward to expansion and
towards
diversification of its economy, away from hydroelectric power generation and tourism, toward
new opportunities. Bhutan sees India not as a challenge but as an opportunity — both as the
largest potential source of investment for the economic diversification programmes and also the
largest market for the products and services that will come out of this diversification.
IGGERS TSUNAMI
28.. 222 DEAD IN INDONESIA
INDONE
AS ‘ERUPTION’ TRIGGERS

What is the news?
 At least 222 people were killed and several hundreds injured when a tsunami struck the
believed to have
Indonesian islands of Java and Sumatra following a underwater landslide,
landsl
been caused by the erupting Anak Krakatoa volcano.
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 Hundreds of homes and other buildings were “heavily damaged” when the tsunami struck,
almost without warning, along the rim of the Sunda Strait late on December 22.
 Coastal residents reported not seeing or feeling any warning signs, such as receding water or an
earthquake, before waves of two to three metres washed ashore.
 Anak Krakatoa, an
active
volcano
roughly halfway
between Java and
Sumatra, has been
spewing ash and
lava for months.
Anak Krakatoa The
Anak
Krakatoa volcano
emerged from the
sea around the
legendary
Krakatoa 90 years
ago and has been
on a high-level
level eruption watch
watch-list for the past decade.
 Anak Krakatoa (the “Child
Child of Krakatoa”)
Krakatoa”) has been particularly active since June,
occasionally sending massive plumes of ash high into the sky.
 Experts say Anak Krakatoa emerged around 1928 in the caldera of Krakatoa, a volcanic
island that violently erupted in 1883.
 With subsequent lava flows it grew from a submarine setting to become a small volcanic
island, with the cone now standing at an altitude of around 300 metres (1,000 feet) above sea
level.
 Since its birth, Anak Krakatoa has been in a “state of semi-continuous
semi continuous eruptive activity”,
growing bigger as it experiences eruptions
eruptio every 2 to 3 years.
 No one lives on the island, but the peak is popular
with tourists and is a major study area for
Indonesia
volcanologists.
 Indonesia’s proximity to the
junction of three continental
 The island is part of the Ujung Kulon National
plates,, which jostle under immense
Park.
pressure, makes it particularly
vulnerable to earthquakes and
eruptions.
 The archipelago nation has nearly
130 active volcanoes,
volcanoes forming part
of the Pacific “Ring of Fire”.

1883 eruption  Krakatoa eruption in 1883 shot a column of ash mor
more
than 20 km into the air in a series of powerful
explosions that were heard in Australia and up to
4,500 km away near Mauritius.
 The tsunami triggered by the eruption killed more than 36,000 people in one of the world’s
worst natural disasters.
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Rare occurrence  Tsunamis triggered by volcanic eruptions are relatively rare, caused by the sudden
displacement of water or slope failure.
 Unlike those caused by earthquakes, which trigger alert systems, they give authorities very
little time to warn residents of the impending threat.
29. U.S. & ISRAEL WITHDRAWS
THDRAWS FROM UNESO
News:The
The United States and Israel have formally quit the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO).
(UNESCO)
Details
 The withdrawal was announced more than a year ago amid concerns that the organization
Israel bias: blasted for criticizing Israel's occupation of East Jerusalem, naming
fosters anti-Israel
ancient Jewish sites as Palestinian heritage sites and granting full membership to Palestine in
2011.
 The United States has pulled out of UNESCO before. The Reagan administration did so in
1984 because it viewed the agency as mismanaged, corrupt and used to advance Soviet
interests. The U.S. rejoined in 2003.
Impact
er World War II to foster peace.
 It serves a new blow to UNESCO, co-founded
co
by the U.S. after
 The withdrawals will not greatly impact UNESCO financially, since it has been dealing with
a funding slash ever since 2011 when both Israel and the U.S. stopped paying dues after
Palestine was voted in as a member state.
 Since then officials estimate that the U.S., which accounted for around 22 percent of the total
budget, has accrued $600 million in unpaid dues, which was one of the reasons for President
Donald Trump's decision to withdraw. Israel owes an estimated $10 million.
mi
UNESCO
 It is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) based in Paris.
 Its declared purpose is to contribute to peace and security by promoting international
collaboration through educational, scientific, and cultural reforms in order to increase
inc
universal respect for justice, the rule of law, and human rights along with fundamental
freedom proclaimed in the United Nations Charter.
 It is the successor of the League of Nations' International Committee on Intellectual
Cooperation.
 UNESCO is bestt known for its work to preserve heritage, including maintaining a list of
World Heritage sites, and programmes to promote education in developing countries.
 UNESCO has acted as a catalyst for the establishment ofscientific unions and bodies such as
CERNand
d initiatives with far-reaching
far reaching implications for sustainable human security and wellwell
being, such as the Man and the Biosphere Programme
Programme.
 Gender Parity Index is released by UNESCO.
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30. INDIA-SOUTH
SOUTH AFRICA
News: India and South Africa sealed a three year strategic
strategic programme to further boost
cooperation in a number of key areas after talks between Prime Minister and South African
(SA) President.
Details
 SA President said his country was looking at a "result oriented" partnership with India
year strategic exchange programme.
through implementation
tion of the three-year
programme
 The strategic programme will cover cooperation in a range of areas including defence and
security, trade and investment, the blue economy,, tourism, IT and agriculture.
 South African President was the chief
chief guest at the Republic Day Parade. It was the fourth
meeting between PM and SA President within a year.
 He will be the second dignitary from South Africa to be invited as chief guest to the military
parade, which is the highlight of the Republic Day celebrations.
celebrations. Prior to this, India had
invited former president Nelson Mandela as the guest of honor at the celebrations in 1995.
Background of SA President
 SA President is heading for elections at the same time of Indian elections in May, 2019.
 The SA President,
ident, Cyril Ramaphosa was the trade union leader of South Africa which was
the crucial form of struggle against aparthied
 He was the chief negotiator under Nelson Mandela with the white apartheid regime which led
to independence and the Constitution of Africa.
Af











India – South Africa Relations
India and South Africa have been closely related before independence through Mahatma
Gandhi who led the struggle against racism in South Africa.
Even after independence, agreements and MoUs were signed in every sector for cooperation
between both countries
India’s overall growth trajectory with South Africa is has always been growing with $70
billion last year out of which $10 billion is South Africa’s contribution.
South Africa is thus one of the most important pillars in India – Africa strategy.
India had laid out an Africa strategy in 2018 in which one of the focal points was agriculture.
South Africa has 60% of the arable land in the world but contributes only 10% of the
production. Indian companies are engaging with South African companies to boost
agriculture to contribute to food security.
The pan African network initiative of India and the Bharati telecom services have contributed
to its economy.
South Africa has also supported India in its aspirations to become a member of the UN
Security Council.
India is also one of the major contributors to UN peace keeping force in South Africa.
India and SA has also signed the pan African continental free trade area aimed at reducing
tariffs and barriers within the African Union
Un
(AU) member countries.
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Defence cooperation
 South African armaments firm Denel was blacklisted in 2005 by the then UPA government
for allegedly paying kickbacks to secure contracts from the Indian army in 2005.
 Under that deal, the Indian army was to
t procure 700 anti-material
material rifles (AMRs). But the
procurement was put on hold because of the ban.
 The ban was lifted following a May 2018 judgement of the Supreme Court, which dropped
all corruption charges against the defence company.
 It came after a personal
rsonal request from Ramaphosa to Modi during a July meeting in
Johannesburg on the sidelines of 2018 BRICS Summit.
 India is presently manufacturing AMRs in one of the ordinance factories to be supplied to the
Border Security Force.
 Standards. South Africa’s
’s Denel could sign an agreement with India to partner in defense
manufacturing under Make in India initiative.
 Both South Africa and India have been cofounders in Indian Ocean Naval Symposium and
Indian Ocean Rim Association.
arious naval exercises like IBSAMAR (India, Brazil and South
 India and South Africa hold vvarious
Africa Maritime exercise)
Significance
 South Africa is a major producer of defence equipment, some of the technologies even the
West has borrowed when they were under sanctions.
 The relations between
tween both the countries have been strengthened with the visit.
 The cooperation of both countries in multilateral for like Indian Ocean Rim, BRICS etc is
also very active
 It is also to be noted that 2019 is the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and the 1100th
anniversary of Nelson Mandela.
 South Africa is situated at a strategic point in Indian Ocean. So, India’s concerns in the
Indian Ocean can be allayed by cooperation with SA to guard the Western part and Quad
grouping for the Eastern and Central part.
Way forward
 The agreements signed will become effective only if they are sustainably implemented.
 Africa has 54 sovereign territories and needs of the each of the states are different pertaining
egion specific approach while
to their history and development. So India needs to have a rregion
engaging with Africa.
 India’s engagement with Africa should not be seen as competing with China.
 India has potential to provide services in Africa in a cost effective and better manner than
China which can face issues due to its language. India should therefore make use of this
potential to engage with Africa in education and other services.
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31. INDIA-CENTRAL
CENTRAL ASIA DIALOGUE
DIALOGU
News: The first India-Central
Central Asia Dialogue was held in Samarkand, Uzbekistan recently.














Details
External
xternal Affairs Minister co-chaired
co chaired the Dialogue that was also attended by the Foreign
Ministers of Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan and the First
Deputy Foreign Minister of Kazakhstan.
Though New Delhi as a policy does not hold talks with the Taliban, it has indicated that it
supports an inclusive peace process in Afghanistan.
India also proposed a dialogue on air corridors with the five countries of landlocked Central
illion for years.
Asia in an attempt to boost trade languishing below $2 bbillion
The five Central Asia nations also backed an inclusive peace process in Afghanistan that is
Afghan-owned
owned and Afghan
Afghan-led.
India’s path to Central Asia
Indi
Chabahar Port project is being jointly implemented by New Delhi and Tehran to move Indian
goods to landlocked Afghanistan.
India has been using the Chabahar Port to send substantial quantities of wheat to
Afghanistan.
A local office has also been opened by an Indian
company at the Shaheed Behesti Port at Chabahar.
New Delhi has recently joined
joi
the Ashgabat
Agreement, which seeks to establish an International
Transport and Transit Corridor between Iran, Oman,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.
Uzbekistan has recently built a rail link between
Hairatan to Mazar-i-Sharif
Sharif in Afghanistan.
India would like to see this railway link being further
extended to Afghanistan's Herat.
India's attempts to deepen ties with Central Asia can
be understood from the perspective of securing access
to valuable energy resources as well as getting a
foothold in an emerging
ing market for export.

India’s relations with Central Asia
 India treats the five countries of Central Asia as its
extended neighborhood.
 India has close cultural and civilisational relations
with these countries.
 The dialogue took place in Uzbekistan whi
which opened
up its economy only two years ago and is also a
country that was connected to India through the Silk
Route from the 3rd century B.C.
 India has been buying uranium from Kazakhstan and
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Uzbekistan.
 Turkmenistan has the 4th largest reserves of gas in
i the world.
 India had already started air connectivity with Afghanistan which is working well.
 India has started negotiating a free trade agreement with Eurasian Union. If it is
implemented, India would be able to hold free trade with Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzst
Kyrgyzstan and Russia
who are partners in the union.
 A contingent of the Kazak army is serving as a peace keeping force under the Indian
command in Lebanon
 India has solar energy relations with Tajikistan where India has trained ladies in the country
to become solar
ar technicians and has committed to develop energy in several villages.
 India has signed a large number of defence agreements with the Central Asian nations.
 The nations along with India are also part of common forums like Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation.
Significance
 As Pakistan does not allow its territory to be used for transit for India, India’s trade relations
optimal. So, this initiative is a significant one to connect the Central Asian countries.
are sub-optimal.
 Though Japan does not have land or maritim
maritimee borders with the five Central Asian countries,
Japan has been holding talks with the since 2004. The present dialogue seems to be in a
similar direction.
 The participation of Afghanistan in the dialogue apart from the 5 countries is also significant
as the
he region is dependent on the peace, stability and prosperity in Afghanistan.
 Any event in Central Asia also has an impact on India.
 Iran is also significant to India due to the supply of oil.
Challenges
 India’s trade ambitions with Central Asian countries
countries may not be fulfilled soon as land trade
passes through Afghanistan which is not stable.
 Air corridors can be used for transiting only expensive items like mobile phones, expensive
pharmaceuticals etc.
 Any development in Afghanistan and Central Asia has the
the chance of being disrupted by
Taliban and other terrorist forces.
 A large number of young women and men from these countries are part of the ISIS which
can cause further disruptions.
32. AADHAAR, TO VISIT
VISI NEPAL AND BHUTAN
News: Ministry of Home Affairs has approved the use of Aadhaar as an identity proof for
citizens below 15 years and over 65 years to visit Nepal and Bhutan.
Details
 Indian travellers are not required to have a visa if they have a valid passport, a photo identity
rnment of India or an election ID card issued by the Election
card issued by the government
Commission.
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 A certificate of registration issued by the Embassy of India, Kathmandu, to Indian nationals
is not an acceptable travel document for travelling between India and Nepal.
 However, the emergency certificate and identity certificate issued by the Indian Embassy in
Nepal will be valid for single journey for travelling back to India
India.
Indians in Bhutan
Bengal (183 km), and
 The states of Assam (267 km), Arunachal Pradesh (217 km), West Beng
Sikkim
im (32 km) share borders with Bhutan.
 About 60,000 Indian nationals are employed mostly in the hydroelectric power or
construction industry.
 Also, around 8,000 and 10,000 daily workers enter and exit Bhutan every day in border
towns.
Indians in Nepal
 The states of Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal and Sikkim share borders with
Nepal.
 About six lakh Indians live in Nepal.
 It includes businesspersons and traders who have been living in Nepal since long, other
professionals like doctors, engineers,
engineer IT personnel and labourers etc.
 These Indian nationals travelling to Bhutan need to carry their Indian passport with validity
of six months or voter ID.
33. PERSIAN GULF REGIONAL
REG
DIALOGUE FORUM
News:Iran
Iran proposed the new platform,
platform Persian Gulf Regionall Dialogue Forum,
Forum for regional
peace building in a diplomatic initiative to address the lingering conflicts and mistrust in the
Gulf region.
Iran’s suggestions on the new forum
 Significance
 The announcement of Persian Gulf Regional
Dialogue Forum is significant
nificant as it comes in the
wake of continued erosion of the Gulf
Cooperation Council, which in the recent years
has been divided between the Iranian and the
Saudi spheres.
 The proposal is among the set of fresh initiatives
that Iran has taken in recent months
mo
that also
included Tehran connecting with the Taliban for
peace talks.
 It also comes in the wake of sanctions imposed
on Iran by the US and the US asking all countries
to stop all transactions with Iran.
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The Cooperation Council for the Arab
States of the Gulf originally known as the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), is a
regional intergovernmental political
and
poli
economic union consisting of all Arab states
of the Persian Gulf except Iraq.
Its member states are Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United
Arab Emirates.
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34. NEW NATO MEMBER - MACEDONIA
News: Macedoniaa is set to become the 30th member of North Atlantic Treaty Organisation.
NATO
 It is an intergovernmental military alliance between 29 North American and European
countries.
 The organization implements the North Atlantic Treaty (Washington treaty) that was
wa signed
on 4 April 1949.
 It was formed to create a counterweight to Soviet armies stationed in central and eastern
Europe after World War II.
 NATO constitutes a system of collective defence whereby its independent member states
agree to mutual defence in response to an attack by any external party.
 NATO’s Head quarters are located in Haren, Brussels, Belgium.
35. INDIA-SAUDI
SAUDI ARABIA
News: Saudi Arabian prince visited India during his three nation tour including Pakistan and
China.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.








Agreements signed
Investing
ing in the National Investment and Infrastructure Fund
Cooperation in the field of Tourism
Cooperation in the Field of Housing
Framework Cooperation Programon Enhancing Bilateral Investment Relations
Cooperation on Broadcastingfor Exchange of Audio Visual Programme
Agreement for Saudi Arabia to join the International Solar Alliance (ISA) was launched by
Prime Minister.
Outcomes
After talks with Prime Minister, the two sides announced measures to
o upgrade the defence partnership,
o create a “Strategic Partnership
Partnership Council” to coordinate on security issues, and
o Investment in infrastructure projects worth about $26 billion beyond its already
committed investments in India of $44 billion for the existing joint venture with the
public sector oil undertakings and public fund investments of $10 billion.
o agreeing to increase Haj quotas and release 850 Indians from Saudi jails
Saudi government agreed to insert an extra clause calling on states to renounce the “use of
terrorism as an instrument of state policy”.
lso acknowledged that disputes between India and Pakistan must be resolved bilaterally.
It also
Concerns
The language on terrorism in the joint statement did not mention a strong condemnation of
the terror attack in Pulwama.
The Saudi princee praised Islamabad for
fo its fight against terrorism.
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He also announced $20 billion worth of investments, in addition to previously announced aid
of $6 billion in cash and reserves.
reserves

Conclusion
India – Saudi Arabia bilateral trade during April to November 2018 reached USD 23.24
billion
India and Saudi Arabia have steadily built bilateral relations and taken great care over the
hyphenate ‘them from ties between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.
past two decades to ‘de-hyphenate
Arabia
India-Saudi
Saudi Arabia ties were strengthened into a strategic partnership
partnership announced in 2010 in
the Riyadh Declaration when Prime Minister Manmohan Singh paid a visit, and were
bolstered by King Salman’s visit in February 2014 and Mr. Modi’s 2016 trip to Saudi Arabia.
Point-scoring
scoring with Pakistan, or attempting to compare the outcomes
outcomes of the two visits, now
only undermines the carefully built compact between New Delhi and Riyadh.

36. INDIA-SOUTH
SOUTH KOREA
News: Prime Minister visited South Korea.
Bilateral Relations
 India is among 10 trade partners of South Korea and 6th largest ddestination for Korean
goods. Korean investments in India have reached a cumulative figure of almost 6 billion
dollars.
 While India has Act East Policy, South Korea has its New Southern Policy which focusses on
ations with Southeast Asia and India.
strengthening it's economic and strategic rel
relations
Focus areas
 The Indian Ocean - Indo naval exercises had been held between both the countries for the
first time last year. Prime Minister has always advocated for an open and inclusive IndoIndo
pacific policy meant to cou
counter
nter China’s aggressive rise in the Indian Ocean.
 Military cooperation - India is considering buying some weapons from South Korea.
 Investment - Besides the private investment, South Korea proposed a $10 billion
infrastructure fund for India.
 Electronics industry - Indians are worried about the growing presence of Chinese
electronics in India and whether 5G would be introduced through Chinese phones. South
Korea is one of the largest developers of smart phones in the world and Samsung from South
Korea have also built one of the largest plants in the world in Gurugram. Indians are thus
looking forward to more Korean leadership in the manufacturing of smart phones in the
country
 Trade - India had signed Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement with South
Korea
orea in 2009. But trade between both the countries did not grow significantly and stood at
$21.5 billion last year which was a 30% increase over the previous year.
India-Korea
Korea Startup Hub
 To strengthen the bilateral ties between India and Republic of Korea,
Kore Prime Minister
launched the India-Korea
Korea Startup Hub and Startup Grand Challenge.
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 The Hub is hosted on the Startup India digital platform, the world’s largest virtual incubator
with over 300,000 registered startups and aspiring entrepreneurs.
ll enable access to resources for market entry and innovation exchange between
 The Hub will
India and the world.
Indo-pacific strategy
India is seen to have three side to the Indo-pacific
Indo
strategy –
1. Indo-Japanese
Japanese access designed completely to counter China and driven by the bilateral
concern about the rise of China
2. Trilateral exercise - MALABAR with India, US and Japan which is a 100% military
exercise
3. Quad grouping which has US, Australia, Japan and India seen as a proto alliance by China.
But India has not considered
considered this group very much as other members have not been involved
very much.





South Koreas stand
For South Korea, China and US are two biggest trading partners.
Experts say that South Korea is looking beyond China as well towards India as part of its
Southern policy.
S.Korea is nervous about China and has a difficult relationship with Japan.
But it is very close to US and their only concern is US withdrawal from North Korea. It is
also looking forward to India to prevent US from doing the same.

Challenges
re is a trust deficit between the businesses of India and South Korea as South Koreans are
 There
not very keen in partnering with Indian companies.
 India has a $50 billion trade deficit with South Korea.
Way forward
 India and South Korea should meet frequently which will help Indian businesses in working
with the South Koreans by a top down approach.
 Both countries should cooperate on new generation technologiestechnologies-energy, 5G and core
technologies while consolidating the existing partnership.
echnologically powerful nation after Japan in Asia would help India to
 South Korea, being a technologically
become powerful as well.
37. INDIA-ARGENTINA
ARGENTINA
News: The President of Argentina visited India recently.


India’s stand
ement 11 point Hamburg
He said being a part of G20 countries he said it’s important to impl
implement
Leaders statement.
India and Argentina
10 agreements were signed between both the countries

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.

https://www.jatinverma.org

P a g e | 62

1. Defence
2. Tourism
3. Broadcasting content
4. Pharmaceuticals
5. Antarctic Co-operation
operation
6. Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare
7. Work Plan for the year 2019-21
2019
in agriculture
8. ICT
9. Civil nuclear
10. Establishment of India-Argentina
India Argentina Centre of Excellence for Information and Technology









Significance
First country head to visit India after the attacks
Argentina is an important member of MERCOSUR.
MERCOSUR. Hence the message will be conveyed
towards the grouping.
They also work closely with the organisation of American states.
India and Argentina had also met at the G20 summit in Buenos Aires.
The Argentinian President also stressed that both countries need to work on multilateral
forums
ums to combat terrorism
Argentina said that it is committed to broader international security
India and Argentina can cooperate in defence which in turn may lead to partnering with all
Latin American countries.
Other groupings in Latin America will also eventually
ev
support India.
MERCOSUR
Mercosur, officially Southern Common Market is a South American trade bloc established
by the Treaty of Asunción in 1991 and Protocol of Ouro Preto in 1994.
Its full members are Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay
Uruguay.
Venezuela is a full member but has been suspended since December 1, 2016.
Associate countries are Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru and Suriname.
Observer countries aree New Zealand and Mexico.
Mercosur's purpose is to promote free trade and the fluid movement of goods, people, and
currency.
It currently confines itself to a customs union, in which there is free intra-zone
trade and a
intra
common trade policy between member countries.
Mercosur is now a full customs union and a trading bloc.

38. INDIA-ITALY
News: The 20th Session of India-Italy
India Italy Joint Commission for Economic Cooperation (JCEC)
was held in New Delhi.
 The JCEC is an institutional mechanism for bilateral trade engagement.
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India – Italy
 Italy is India's 5th largest trading partner in the European Union and 25th in the World
during 2017-18.
 Italy has inherent strengths in manufacturing, design and innovation and skills training while
India has a vast pool of skilled human resources, competitive wage rates and an edge in
sectors such ass leather, gems and jewellery, auto components and textiles.
 There is an immense potential for Italian and Indian industries to have partnership and
cooperation.
 Italy ranks 17th in FDI inflow in India during April, 2000 to December, 2018. Total FDI
inflows
ows from Italy are USD 2.72 billion during this period.
 Italy is looking to work in areas like financial services, renewable energy, infrastructure,
transport development in railways, construction and the auto motive sector.
39. INDIA-MONACO
In News: Princee Albert II of Monaco called on the President of India.
India
Monaco
It is the second-smallest
smallest country in the world after the Vatican.
France borders the country on three sides while the other side borders the Mediterranean Sea.
It is the most densely-populated
populated sovereign state in the world.
Monaco is a principality governed under a form of constitutional monarchy, with Prince
Albert II as head of state.
 Monaco is not formally a part of the European Union (EU),
(EU), but it participates in certain
EU policies, including
g customs and border controls.
 Monaco uses the euro as its sole currency.
currency





40. INF TREATY
News: Following US announcement of withdrawal from the INF treaty, Russia also said it
was suspending its participation.
participation
What is the INF treaty?
The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) agreement was signed in 1987.
Brokered by U.S. President Ronald Reagan with last Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, the
treaty ended a superpower build-up
build up of warheads that had frightened Europeans.
km.
It banned ground-launched
launched missiles with a range of 500 km to 5,500 km
tipped ballistic missiles targeting Western capitals, but put
The deal addressed Soviet nuclear
nuclear-tipped
no restrictions on other major military actors such as China.
Why was it signed?
Cold war scenario
o By the early 1980s, the U.S.S.R. had accumulated nearly 40,000 nuclear weapons,
exceeding the U.S. arsenal.
5s with more accurate 3o In Europe, Russia replaced single warhead SS-4s
SS
and SS-5s
3
warhead SS-20
20 missiles, heightening concerns.
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ation (NATO) allies about its nuclear
o To reassure its North Atlantic Treaty Organis
Organisation
umbrella, the U.S. began deploying Pershing IIs and GLCMs in the U.K., Belgium, Italy
and West Germany, setting off a new arms race.
The consequence
o Growing rhetoric made the Europeans nervous.
o Realisation dawned that any nuclear conflict on European soil would only lead to more
European casualties, catalysing a movement for ‘no-deployments’
‘no deployments’ in Europe.
Negotiations
o The INF talks originally considered equal ceilings on both sides but then moved to equal
ceilings and non-deployment
deployment in Europe to address the sensitivities of allies.
o The U.S.S.R. wanted British and French missiles of similar ranges to be covered but the
U.S. rejected the idea as also the inclusion of older 72 Pershing I missiles already
deployed in Germany.
o To break the stalemate, German Chancellor Helmut Kohl made an announcement that
Germany would unilaterally dismantle the Pershing 1s while the U.S.S.R. came up with a
range missiles.
double global zero covering both shorter
shorter-range and intermediate-range

US – Russia contentions
U.S. concerns
o Since 2008, the U.S. has voiced suspicions that with the Novator 9M729 missile tests,
Russia was in breach; in 2014, U.S. President Barack Obama formally accused Russia of
violating the INF Treaty. However, he refrained from withdrawal on account of European
concerns.
o China has always had a number of Chinese missiles in the 500-5,500
500 5,500 km range but its
modernisation plans, which include the commissioning of the DF
DF-26, today raise the
U.S.’s concerns.
Russian concerns
her hand, Russia alleges that the U.S. launchers for its missile defence
o On the other
interceptors deployed in Poland and Romania are dual capable and can be quickly
reconfigured to launch Tomahawk missiles, constituting a violation.
Other Concerns
ave voiced fears over the consequences of the treaty’s demise and called
European leaders have
on Russia to address concerns before the U,S, formally leaves in August.
Beijing also expressed concern over the mutual suspension, calling for the U.S. and Russia to
engage in “constructive
tructive dialogue”.
Russia also voiced concerns that Washington’s decision to withdraw from the INF could
jeopardise the extension of the New START treaty. That agreement, which caps the number
of nuclear warheads held by Washington and Moscow, expires in 2021.
Other arms control treaties
Anti-Ballistic
Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty
Anti-Ballistic Missile
o In December 2001, the U.S. unilaterally withdrew from the 1972 Anti
(ABM) Treaty with the U.S.S.R. which limited deployment of ABM systems thereby
erability, a key ingredient of deterrence stability in the bipolar era.
ensuring mutual vulnerability,
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New START agreement
o The New START agreement between the U.S. and Russia, will lapse in 2021,
2021 unless
renewed for a five-year
year period.
o This limits both countries to 700 deployed intercontinental
ontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs),
launched ballistic missile (SLBMs) and heavy bombers and 1,550
submarine-launched
warheads each.
o However, Mr. Trump has described it as “one of several bad deals negotiated by the
Obama administration”.
o The lapse of the New START would mark the first time since 1968 that the U.S. and
Russian nuclear arsenals would be unconstrained by any agreement.
Non-Proliferation
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)
o It is the most successful example of multilateral arms control.
o It has become a victim
im of its success.
o It can neither accommodate the four countries outside it (India, Israel, North Korea and
Pakistan) as all four possess nuclear weapons, nor can it register any progress on nuclear
disarmament.
o It succeeded in delegitimising nuclear proliferation
proliferation but not nuclear weapons. This is why
NPT Review Conferences have become increasingly contentious.
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