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Q1. ISRO has recently completed its last leap of manoeuvre to establish satellite GSAT-7A. 
Consider the following statements with reference to it:
1. The satellite will be placed in the sun-synchronous orbit.
2. GSAT-7A would exclusively be reserved for the use of Indian Navy’ navigation purpose.
The correct statement(s) is/are:
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) 1 and 2 both
d) None of the above

Answer (A)
Explanation:
Only the 1st statement is correct. The GSAT-7A would be placed in the sun-synchronous orbit, 
which is roughly 2000 kilometres higher than the geosynchronous transfer orbit. ISRO has built 
GSAT-7A for the Indian Air Force and was launched on a GSLV-Mk2.1 rocket (GSAT-F11). Thus, 
A is the correct answer. 

Q2. Recently “Hongyun Project” was seen much in the news. The term is related to:
a) A project on GMO by FAO to strengthen global food security.
b) Internet service through space-based communication satellite system.
c) Nuclear fission based energy system
d) None of the above 

Answer (B)
Explanation:
China has launched its first communication satellite on 22nd December 2018 to offer broadband 
internet services to users worldwide. It is a part of Hongyun Project. Under this project, China plans 
to give broadband internet connectivity to users all over the world by building a space-based 
communications network. Thus, B is the correct answer.

Q3. Recently, ‘AI 4 All Global Hackathon’ was organised  in order to further expand the idea of 
‘Artificial Intelligence’. Which of the following institutions had organised it?
a) World Economic Forum (WEF)
b) NITI Aayog
c) Google India
d) None of the above

Answer (B)
Explanation:
NITI Aayog in partnership with Perlin, a Singapore-based AI start up, had launched ‘AI 4 All 
Global Hackathon’ to further expand the idea of ‘Artificial Intelligence, AI for All’ articulated in 
the National AI Strategy. Thus, B is the correct answer.

Q4. The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)  has recently successfully launched a 
hyperspectral imaging satellite (HySIS). Consider the following statements with reference to it:
1. Hyperspectral Imaging Satellite (HySIS) is one of the most heaviest satellites insofar and thus, 

ISRO used GSLV-Mk-3 to lift this satellite into the space. 
2. The primary goal of the hyper spectral imaging satellite would be to study the earth’s surface in 

visible light frequency only.
3. The satellite will provide Earth observation service till 2023.
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The correct statement(s) is/are:
a) Only 1 and 2
b) Only 2
c) Only 3
d) All of the above

Answer (C)
Explanation:
The hyperspectral imaging satellite (HySIS) satellite was launched through Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV-C43) from the first launch pad of the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. 
Thus, the first statement is incorrect. The second statement is also incorrect as the satellite would 
study the earth’s surface in visible, near infrared and shortwave infrared regions of the 
electromagnetic spectrum ranges. The third statement is correct however. Thus, C is the correct 
answer.

Q5. Recently “InSight Mars Explorer” was in the news in context of space related developments. 
‘InSight’ belonged to which of the following space agency?
a) ISRO
b) NASA
c) SpaceX
d) ROSCOMOS

Answer (B)
Explanation:
InSight explorer successfully touched down on Mars on November 26, 2018, after an almost seven-
month journey through deep space. It belongs to USA’s space agency NASA. Thus, B is the correct 
answer.

Q6. India recently successfully test fired short-range “Prahaar missile”. Consider the following 
statements with reference to it:
1. The missile has been indigenously developed by the Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO).
2. It has been developed as one of the most costlier, state-of-the art and strategic nuclear capable 

weapon for Indian armed forces.
The correct statement(s) is/are:
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) 1 and 2 both
d) None of the above

Answer (A)
Explanation:
The first statement is correct. Prahar is an indigenously developed surface-to-surface, short-range 
tactical ballistic missile by DRDO. It has been developed to provide a cost-effective, quick reaction, 
all-weather, all-terrain, highly accurate battlefield support tactical weapon system to the Indian 
Army. It is not nuclear capable. Thus, the second statement is incorrect.
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Q7. With the advent of companies like SpaceX, Blue Origin, TeamIndus etc, commercial space 
travel has rapidly turning into a reality. The first commercial space tourist has signed for 
commercial space flight belong to which of the following country?
a) USA
b) China
c) South Korea
d) Japan

Answer (D)
Explanation:
Japanese billionaire and founder of online fashion giant Zozo, Yusaku Maezawa will be the first 
Moon tourist on SpaceX’s Lunar BFR Mission. Thus, D is the correct answer.

Q8. The world’s largest supercomputer Spiking Neural Network Architecture (SpiNNaker) machine 
was recently switched on for the first time. Consider the following statements with reference to it:
1. It has been designed and built by California Institute of Technology (CalTech), USA.
2. It is neuromorphic computing that uses large scale computer systems containing electronic 

circuits to mimic a large scale capable human brain.
The correct statement(s) is/are:
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) 1 and 2 both
d) None of the above

Answer (B)
Explanation:
Only the second statement is correct. It is neuromorphic computing that uses large scale computer 
systems containing electronic circuits to mimic these spikes in a machine. The supercomputer has 
been designed by University of Manchester in UK. Thus, the first statement is incorrect. 

Q9. The 11th edition of Geo-Intelligence Asia 2018 was recently held. Consider the following 
statements with reference to it:
1. It was held in New Delhi by Geological Survey of India (GSI).
2. It emphasised on need of bringing military, security officials including BSF and police forces, 

government and industry together to develop the latest technology solutions from geospatial 
technology for safety and security.

The correct statement(s) is/are:
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) 1 and 2 both
d) None of the above

Answer (B)
Explanation:
The first statement is incorrect as the annual event was organised by GeoSpatial Media and 
Communication in collaboration with Directorate General of Information System as Knowledge 
Partners and Military Survey as co-organisers. The second statement, however, is correct. The 
seminar brought together military, security officials including BSF and police forces, government 
and industry together to assess the latest technology solutions and discuss and deliberate on the 
critical role of geospatial technology for safety and security.



Ja
tin

 V
er

m
a's

 IA
S A

ca
de

m
y

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                              https://www.jatinverma.org

Q10. Auroras have been atmospheric phenomena of significant importance. Consider the following 
statements with this regard.
1. Auroras are result of strong interaction between solar flares with gravitation force of the earth.
2. Except Earth, Auroras are not seen in any other planet.
3. Various colours of Auroras depend upon the concentration of various ionic gases such as oxygen, 
nitrogen, etc. in the atmosphere.
Which of the given statement(s) is/are NOT true?
a) Only 1 and 2
b) Only 1 and 3
c) Only 2 and 3
d) None

Answer (A)
Explanation:
Only the third statement is correct. Auroras are result of interaction between solar flares or solar 
winds with magnetic field of the earth. Except earth, Auroras can be seen in Saturn and Jupiter. 
Hence, both statements are wrong.


