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Q1. In the context of recent amendments proposed to POSCO Act, Consider the following 
statements  
1. It provides for stringent punishment, including the death penalty, for committing 

aggravated penetrative sexual assault crime on a girl child below 18 years of age. 
2. It also seeks to protect children from sexual offences in times of natural calamities and 

disasters. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Solution (B) 
Explanation  
 
 Cabinet has approved amendments to the POCSO Act to make punishment more stringent 

for committing sexual crimes against children.  
 To discourage the trend of child sexual abuse by acting as a deterrent, Section-4, Section-

5 and Section-6 are proposed to be amended to provide the option of stringent 
punishment, including the death penalty, for committing aggravated penetrative sexual 
assault crime on a child.  

 The amendments are also proposed in section-9 to protect children from sexual offences 
in times of natural calamities and disasters.  

 The amendment is expected to discourage the trend of child sexual abuse by acting as a 
deterrent due to strong penal provisions incorporated in the Act. It may protect the 
interest of vulnerable children in times of distress and ensure their safety and dignity. 

 The amendment aims to establish clarity regarding the aspects of child abuse and 
punishment.  

 
 
Q2. Consider the following statements about Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan 
Puraskaar. 
1. Only Indian nationals and Indian institutions are eligible for this award. 
2. Only three eligible institutions and individuals will be given the ‘Subhash Chandra Bose 

Aapda Prabandhan Puraskaar’ every year. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (C) 
Explanation  

 The central government has launched Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan 
Puraskaar annual awards to recognize the excellent work done by individuals and 
institution.  
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 As per the statement issued by the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) 
three eligible institutions and individuals will be given the ‘Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda 
Prabandhan Puraskaar. Every year with cash rewards ranging from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 51 
lakh. Only Indian nationals and Indian institutions are eligible for this award.  

 
Q3. “It originates from the Himalayan Mountains of Bhutan and flows through the Chirang 
and Bongaigaon districts of Assam before joining the river Brahmaputra is the lifeline of the 
region as about 30000 families in the region are dependent on the river for their daily 
livelihoods through Crops, Fishing etc.” Which of the following best describes the statement? 
a) River Aie 
b) River Meking 
c) River Lohit 
d) River Sampada 
 
Solution (A) 
Explanation  
River Aie 
It originates from the Himalayan Mountains of Bhutan and flows through the Chirang and 
Bongaigaon districts of Assam before joining the river Brahmaputra is the lifeline of the 
region as about 30000 families in the region are dependent on the river for their daily 
livelihoods through Crops, Fishing etc 
 
 
Q4. In the context of Dwijing Festival, Consider the following statements  
1. It is an annual river festival celebrated in the Bodoland Territorial Area Districts (BTAD) 

region of Tripura. 
2. It is celebrated on the bank of the River Lohit at Chirang District. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 and 2 
 
Solution (D) 
Explanation  

 Dwijing Festival is an annual river festival celebrated in the Bodoland Territorial Area 
Districts (BTAD) region of Assam with various colorful events. An annual river festival, 
Dwijing Festival has begun on 27th December on the bank of River Aie at Chirang 
district. It is the third edition of the festival. 

 
 
Q5. Consider the following statements  
1. National Children’s Science Congress is a nationwide Science Communication 

programme started in the year 1993. 
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2. It is the programme of the National Council for Science and Technology Communication 
(NCSTC), Department of Science and Technology. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (C) 
Explanation:  

 National Children’s Science Congress is a nationwide Science Communication 
programme started in the year 1993. It is the programme of the National Council for 
Science and Technology Communication (NCSTC), Department of Science and 
Technology. 

 National Children’s Science Congress aims at providing a forum for children from 
both formal school systems as well as from out of school of the age-group of 10-17 
years to exhibit their creativity and innovativeness and more particularly their ability 
to solve a societal problem experienced locally, by using the method of science. 

 
Q6. “Mount Etna” sometimes seen in the news recently, is located in which of the following 
countries? 
a) Japan 
b) Indonesia 
c) Australia 
d) Italy  
 
Solution (D) 
Explanation  
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Q7. With reference to Indus Dolphins, Consider the following statements,  
1. It is a blind species that communicates through echo. 
2. They are found only in India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (A) 
Explanation  
 
Indus Dolphins: 
 A blind species that communicates through echo like bats do, Indus dolphins are one of 

the seven freshwater dolphins found across the world. 
 They are found only in India and Pakistan. In Punjab, they are confined to only a 185 km 

stretch between 
 Talwara and Harike Barrage in India’s Beas river in Punjab. 
 The most flourishing population of the Indus dolphin, platanista gangetica minor, is found 

across Pakistan 
 where their numbers are estimated to be around 1,800 over a stretch of 1,500 km of the 

Indus river. 
 It is listed by the IUCN as endangered on its red list of threatened species. IUCN suspects 

the population size of the Indus river dolphins has reduced by more than 50% since 1944. 
 

 
Q8. With reference to Cabotage Law, Consider the following statements 
1. It aims to protect domestic shipping industry from foreign competition as well as for the 

purpose of national security. 
2. It is governed by the Merchant Shipping Act (MSA) of 1958. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (C) 
Explanation  
Cabotage law refers to shipping along coastal routes between foreign sea ports, and also to 
the restriction on the operation of vessels between sea ports within a particular country. 

 It is governed by the Merchant Shipping Act (MSA) of 1958. 

 It aims to protect domestic shipping industry from foreign competition as well as for the 
purpose of national security. 

 Presently, foreign-flagged ships can transport cargo within the country, in the non-
availability of India Ships, after obtaining licenses, Both Statements are correct. 
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Q9. With reference to Behdienkhlam Festival consider the following statements  
1. It is a major festival of the people in the Jaintia & Garo Hills. 
2. It is celebrated to invoke the gods for a bumper harvest and drive away plague. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (B) 
Explanation:  
About the festival: 

 Behdienkhlam is a major festival of the people in the Jaintia Hills, Statement 1 is 
incorrect. 

 It is celebrated to invoke the gods for a bumper harvest and drive away plague. 

 It is the ritualistic expression of the relentless struggle of mankind to overcome the 
destructive forces of nature, including diseases, since the dawn of civilization. 

 During the festival, decorated and colourful raths are immersed in ‘Wah Ainar,’ a muddy 
pool.• The non-Christian ‘Pnar’ people who believe either in the traditional faith of 
‘Niamtre’ or Hinduism observe this festival. 

 
Q10. Consider the following statements  
1. CRZ-2 are the areas located up to the shoreline of the coast. 
2. CRZ-1 area lies between low and high tide line. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution (C) 
Explanation:  

 CRZ-1: these are ecologically sensitive areas these are essential in maintaining the 
ecosystem of the coast. They lie between low and high tide line. Exploration of 
natural gas and extraction of salt are permitted 

 CRZ-2: these areas form up to the shoreline of the coast. Unauthorised structures are 
not allowed to construct in this zone. 

 CRZ-3: rural and urban localities which fall outside the 1 and 2. Only certain 
activities related to agriculture even some public facilities are allowed in this zone 

 CRZ-4: this lies in the aquatic area up to territorial limits. Fishing and allied activities 
are permitted in this zone. Solid waste should be let off in this zone. This zone has 
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been changed from 1991 notification, which covered coastal stretches in islands of 
Andaman & Nicobar and Lakshdweep 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


