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Which of the statement is correct about UN-Habitat
1. It is the UN programme working towards a better urban future.
2. It is the UN programme working towards a better urban future
3. It promote socially and environmentally sustainable human
settlements development
4. India is elected as President of the UN-Habitat in the year 2017.
Choose the correct answer give below
a) 1, 2, 3
b) 2 and 3
c) 3 and 4
d) 1, 2, 3,4

Explanation

• UN-Habitat is the UN programme working towards a better
urban future. Its mission is to promote socially and
environmentally sustainable human settlements development
and the achievement of adequate shelter for all. UN-Habitat
reports to the United Nations General Assembly. United
Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban
Development (Habitat conference) is held once in bi-decennial
cycle (1976, 1996 & 2016). Habitat III took place in Quito,
Ecuador in 2016 to ratify the “New Urban Agenda”, building
on the Habitat

• Agenda of Istanbul in 1996. Habitat III was one of the first UN
global summits after the adoption of the Post-2015
Development Agenda and the Paris Climate Change
Agreement. India has been unanimously elected as the
President of the UN-Habitat in the year 2017. Accordingly,
India will preside over the governing council meeting for 2
years (2017-2019). Since the UN-Habitat came into being in
1978, it is only the third time that India is elected to lead this
important organization, after 1988 and 2007.

Which of the following organization publish World
Economic Situation and Prospectsa)
b)
c)
d)

UNCTAD
UNEP
IMF
World Bank

Explanation
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) (Hq- Geneva, Switzerland) was formed specifically to
handle the problems of developing countries dealing with trade,
investment and development issues. It is a part of UN Secretariat.
Reports published by UNCTAD include Trade and Development
Report, World Investment Report, The Least Developed
Countries Report, World Economic Situation and Prospects,
Information and Economy Report, Technology and Innovation
Report, and Commodities and Development Report.

Consider the following statements about Berne
Convention
1. It is an international agreement governing copyright
2. India is not a member of it
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None

Berne convention is an international agreement governing
copyright (for protection of literary and artistic works), which
was first accepted in Berne, Switzerland, in 1886. The Convention
is open to all States and Instruments of ratification or accession
must be deposited with the Director General of WIPO. The
Convention deals with the protection of works and the rights of
their authors. It is based on three basic principles such as
National treatment, Automatic protection, Independence of
protection.It contains a series of provisions determining the
minimum protection to be granted, as well as special provisions
available to developing countries.

Consider the following statement about CORSIA
1. It is a global market-based measure adopted by ICAO
2. It relies on the use of emissions units to offset the amount of
CO2 emissions.
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None

Explanation

CORSIA (Carbon Offsetting and Reporting Scheme for
International Aviation) is a global market-based measure adopted
by ICAO. It intends to offset annual increases in CO2 emissions
from international civil aviation above 2020 levels. A marketbased measure is a policy tool that is designed to achieve
environmental goals at a lower cost and in a more flexible manner
than traditional regulatory measures. e.g Levies, emissions
trading systems, and carbon offsetting.

CORSIA relies on the use of emissions units to offset the amount
of CO2 emissions. One emissions unit represents one tonne of
CO2 emissions reduced. CORSIA compares the total CO2
emissions for
a year (from 2021 onwards) against a
predetermined baseline. Any international aviation CO2
emissions that exceed the baseline level should implement
offsetting measures. CORSIA only applies to international flights.
Domestic emissions fall under the purview of UNFCCC, and are
covered by the Paris Agreement.

Consider the following statement about ‘Maitree
Exercise’,
1. It is a joint military exercise between Indian Army and
Mayanmar Army.
2. The exercise seeks to enhance the skills in joint counter
insurgency and counter terrorist operations in rural and
urban scenario.
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None

Explanation

Maitree exercise: It is a joint military exercise between Indian
Army and Royal Thai Army. It is a platoon level exercise which
comprises of infantry component. The exercise emphasizes to
hone the tactical and technical skills in joint counter insurgency
and counter terrorist operations in rural and urban scenario
under UN mandate. Due emphasis is laid on increasing
interoperability between forces from both countries which is
crucial for success of any joint operation.

Consider the
International
Buddhist

following
Conclave

statements
(IBC),

about
2018:

1. The conclave is being organized by the Ministry of Culture.
2. The conclave is organized annually in different parts of the
country.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

The Conclave is being organized by the Ministry of Tourism and
not by the Ministry of Culture. International Buddhist Conclave
2018 will have a religious / spiritual dimension, an academic
theme and a diplomatic and business component. Ministry of
Tourism has invited senior leaders of various Buddhist sects,
scholars, public leaders, journalists and international and
domestic tour operators to increase footfalls to the Buddhist
circuit in the country from other parts of the world, and
participants from countries population including the ASEAN
region and Japan. the Ministry of Tourism organized this event
biannually.

It is not organized annually. The Ministry of Tourism,
Government of India, has been organizing the International
Buddhist Conclave biennially. The earlier International Buddhist
Conclaves were organized in New Delhi and Bodhgaya (February
2004), Nalanda and Bodhgaya (February 2010),
Varanasi and Bodhgaya (September 2012), Bodhgaya and
Varanasi (September 2014) and in Sarnath/Varanasi and
Bodhgaya (October 2016).

Consider the following statement about the Global
Gender Gap Report:
1. It is published by “World Health Organisation”
2. The Report is based on gender gap between women and men
in five key areas: health,education, economy and politics and
sports.
Choose the correct answer given belowa) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 Nor 2

Explanation

The Global Gender Gap Report is published by the World
Economic Forum. The 2017 report covers 144 major and
emerging economies. The Global Gender Gap Index is an index
designed to measure gender equality. It is not published by
“World Health Organisation”. The report's Gender Gap Index
ranks countries according to calculated gender gap between
women and men in four key areas: health, education, economy,
and politics togauge the state of gender equality in a country. It
does not include sports as criteria for calculating.

Consider the following statements about ‘The State of
Food Security and Nutrition in the World’ report
1. It is an annual flagship report of the World Bank to measure
poverty in developing countries.
2. The report assesses the trends for six nutrition indicators:
anemia in women of reproductive age, stunting, wasting, and
overweight, obesity and levels of exclusive breastfeeding.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 2
d) None

Explanation

• The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World is an
annual flagship report jointly prepared by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Food
Programme (WFP) and the World Health Organization
(WHO) to inform on progress towards ending hunger,
achieving food security and improving nutrition and to provide
in-depth analysis on key challenges for achieving this goal in
the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The report assesses the trends for six nutrition indicators:
anemia in women of reproductive age, stunting, wasting,
overweight, obesity and breastfeeding. Context: State of
Food Security and Nutrition in the World’ Report. Prepare a
list of the name of the organization and indices on the basis of
which report was prepared.

a)
b)
c)
d)

ReUnite App’, sometimes seen in the news, is related to:
To trace missing and abandoned children in India
To protect the overseas citizen of India.
To promote the girl’s education in rural areas.
None of the above

Explanation

Commerce and Industry Minister Suresh Prabhu launched a
mobile application — ReUnite — to trace missing and
abandoned children in India. The app is multiuser where
parents and citizens can upload pictures of children, and
provide detailed description like name, birthmark, address,
report to the police station, search and identify missing kids.
Non-government organization Bachpan Bachao Andolan and
Capgemini developed this app.

‘Women Wizards Rule Tech Programme is related to:
a) To increase the number of women at senior levels in the
Information Technology (IT) Industry.
b) To improve the science education in school children.
c) To increase the enrollment of women in higher education and
research.
d) None of the above.

Explanation

In an effort to increase the number of women in senior levels in
the Information Technology (IT)
industry, Nasscom unveiled its ‘Women Wizards Rule Tech’
programme for women techies. The initiative will aid women
techies in core technologies like IT-Information Technology
Enabled Services (ITES), Business Process Management (BPM),
product and research and development (R&D) sectors by
equipping them with the skills required for an edge in their
career.

Consider the following about the Global Slavery
Index:
1. Released by the United Nations Human Rights Council, it
measures the scale of modern slavery.
2. In 2018 report, India is ranked 53 rd country with nearly eight
million people living in modern slavery.
Which of the above statement is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

It is released by Walk Free Foundation. Hence statement 1 is
incorrect. The Walk Free Foundation’s Global Slavery Index has
developed world-leading research to provide a measurement of the
size and scale of modern slavery. The Index is developed with the help
of the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the International
Organization for Migration (IOM). India is ranked as 53 rd out of
167 countries in 2018 with 7.98 million people are living in modern
slavery in India. It converts to six-person for every thousand people
suffers from modern slavery. The Netherlands has the least number
and North Korea has the highest number of modern slavery.

Consider the following about ‘Ease of Living Index’:
1. It is based on a comprehensive report which assesses the
quality of life in cities on the four broad parameters of
governance, social, economic and infrastructure.
2. It is released by NITI Aayog.
Select the correct Answer using the codes given below:

a)
b)
c)
d)

1 only
2 only
Both 1 and 2
Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Ease of Living Index’released by the Housing and Urban
Affairs Ministry. It is based on a comprehensive report which
assesses the quality of life in cities on the four broad parameters
of governance, social, economic and infrastructure. The study
took into consideration 78 indicators in 15 categories. All cities
were evaluated out of 100. The 'physical' pillar (infrastructure)
was given the highest weightage of 45, while institutional
(governance) and social were weighted 25 each. Economy was
weighted 5.

Consider the following statements regarding the
‘Global Liveability Index’:
1. It is released by Economist Intelligence Unit.
2. It broadly categories of Stability, Healthcare, Culture and
environment, Education and Infrastructure.
Select the correct Answer using the codes given below:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation
‘Gobal Liveability Index’- The Economist Intelligence Unit's
liveability rating quantifies the challenges that might be presented
to an individual's lifestyle in 140 cities worldwide. Each city is
assigned a score for over 30 qualitative and quantitative factors
across five broad categories of Stability, Healthcare, Culture and
environment, Education and Infrastructure. The Economist
Intelligence Unit (The EIU) is the world leader in global business
intelligence.
We help businesses, the financial sector and
governments to understand how the world is changing and how
that creates opportunities to be seized and risks to be managed.

Consider the following statements about “grey” lists
and “black” lists of Financial Action Task Force:
1. Blacklisted countries are those that took weak measures to
combat money laundering and terror Financing
2. Grey Lists countries are those that are unwilling to fight money
laundering and Terrorist Financing
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Blacklisted countries are those that are unwilling to fight
money laundering and Terrorist Financing. Those who took
weak measures are in the grey list and not in the blacklist. Grey
Lists countries are those that took weak measures to combat
money laundering and terror.
The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an intergovernmental body established in 1989 by the Ministers of its
Member jurisdictions. The objectives of the FATF are to set
standards and promote effective implementation of legal,

regulatory and operational measures for combating money
laundering, terrorist financing and other related threats to the
integrity of the international financial system. The FATF is
therefore a “policy-making body” which works to generate the
necessary political will to bring about national legislative and
regulatory reforms in these areas.

Consider the following statements about the Global
Peace Index (GPI):
1. The GPI is a report produced by the World Peace Forum.
2. GPI measure global peace using three broad indicators like
the level of societal safety and security, the domestic and
international conflict and the degree of militarization
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation
GPI is a report produced by the Australia based Institute for
Economics and Peace (IEP) and developed in consultation with an
international panel of peace experts from peace institutes and
think tanks with data collected and collated by the Economist
Intelligence Unit. GPI measure global peace using three broad
indicators like the level of societal safety and security, extent of the
ongoing domestic and international conflict and the degree of
militarization.India’s rank has marginally improved in “global
peacefulness”, at a time when there is an overall decline of global
peace owing to an escalation of violence in West Asia and
North Africa.

Consider

the following statements about
Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty
1. It is a multilateral treaty that bans all nuclear explosions, for
both civilian and military purposes, in all environments.
2. India is a member of this treaty
3. It was adopted by the United Nations 1996 but has not entered
into
Choose the correct answer give belowa)
b)
c)
d)

1 and 2
2 and3
1 amd3
All

Explanation

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty is a multilateral treaty
that bans all nuclear explosions, for both civilian and military
purposes, in all environments. It was adopted by the United
Nations 1996 but has not entered into force as eight specific
states have not ratified the treaty166 states have ratified the
CTBT and another 17 states have signed but not ratified it.
China, Egypt, Iran, Israel and the United States have signed but
not ratified the Treaty. India, North Korea & Pakistan have not
signed it.

They have neither signed the Non-Proliferation Treaty 1968.
According to CTBT each State Party undertakes not to carry
out any nuclear weapon test explosion or any other nuclear
explosion, and to prohibit and prevent any such nuclear
explosion at any place under its jurisdiction or control.

Consder the following statement about Bali
Declaration
1. The declaration was adopted at the ‘World Parliamentary
Forum on Sustainable Development’, in Indonesia.
2. Indian parliamentary delegation refused to be a part of the
Bali declaration adopted recently in Indonesia
Choose the correct answer given belowa)
b)
c)
d)

Only 1
only2
Both 1 and 2
None

Explanation

Indian parliamentary delegation refused to be a part of the Bali
declaration adopted recently in Indonesia. The declaration was
adopted at the ‘World Parliamentary Forum on Sustainable
Development’, in Indonesia. It went on to “call on all parties to
contribute to the restoration of stability and security, exercise
maximum self-restraint from using violent means. It claimed to
respect the human rights of all people in Rakhine State
regardless of their faith and ethnicity, as well as facilitate safe
access for humanitarian assistance.

The declaration adopted carried “inappropriate” reference to
the violence in Rakhine State from where 1,25,000 Rohingya
have fled to Bangladesh. India repeated its stance that the
purpose of convening the parliamentary forum was to arrive at
a mutual consensus for implementation of SDGs. The proposed
reference to the violence in Rakhine State in the declaration
was considered as not consensus- based and inappropriate.
India senses that the conclusion of the Forum was not in line
with the agreed global principles of ‘sustainable development.
India objected forum’s view on Myanmar, as never before
country specific issues have been included in the declaration,
because doing so dilutes the objective of these forums.

Consider the statements about Kimberly Process1. It is a binding agreement to remove conflict diamonds from
the global supply chain.
2. India is not a member of it.
Choose the correct answer given belowa)
b)
c)
d)

Only 1
only2
Both 1 and 2
None

Explanation
Kimberly Process is a joint initiative of Government, International Diamond
Industry and Civil Society to stem the flow of Conflict Diamonds. Conflict
Diamonds are rough diamonds used by rebel movements or their allies to
finance conflict aimed at undermining legitimate governments. It came into
effect in 2003 with representation from 81 countries including EU. India is
one of the founding members. It is a binding agreement to remove conflict
diamonds from the global supply chain. The visible evidence of this
commitment is The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) that
both safeguard the shipment of ‘rough diamonds’ and certifies them as
conflict free. KPCS Plenary 2018 was held in Brussels, Belgium. In the
session, EU handed over the Chairmanship of KPCS to India from 1st
January 2019.

Consider the following statements about following
Outer space treaty
It is an international treaty binding the parties to use outer
1.
space only for peaceful purposes.
the Treaty does not prohibit the placement of conventional
weapons in orbit
Choose the correct answer given below-

2.

a)
b)
c)
d)

Only 1
only2
Both 1 and 2
None

Explanation
Outer Space Treaty is an international treaty binding the parties to use outer
space only for peaceful purposes. The treaty came into force in 1967, after
being ratified by the United States, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom,
and several other countries. It represents the basic legal framework of
international space law. 108 countries are parties to this treaty, including
India. It was formulated to bar its signatory countries from placing weapons
of mass destruction in orbit of the Earth, on the Moon or any other celestial
body or the outer space. However, the Treaty does not prohibit the placement
of conventional weapons in orbit and thus some highly destructive attack
strategies such as kinetic bombardment are still potentially allowable. The
treaty explicitly forbids any government from claiming a celestial resource
such as the Moon or a planet.

Consider about Regional comprehensive Economic
Partnership
1. RCEP is billed as an FTA between the 10- member ASEAN
bloc and its eight FTA partners
2. Recently it has finalized an early-harvest “package”
Choose the correct answer given belowa)
b)
c)
d)

Only 1
Only 2
Both 1 and 2
None

Explanation

The RCEP is billed as an FTA between the 10- member ASEAN bloc
and its six FTA partners— India, China, Japan, South Korea,
Australia and New Zealand. Once concluded, RCEP will create the
largest regional trading bloc, making up 25% of GDP, 30% of global
trade, and 26% of foreign direct investment (FDI) flows. The RCEP
‘guiding principles and objectives state that the “negotiations on
trade in goods, trade in services, investment and other areas will be
conducted in parallel to ensure a comprehensive and balanced
outcome. Members of the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP), have finalized an early-harvest “package” with
the aim of concluding trade negotiations by the year-end.

VOSTOK 2018 exercise sometime seen in news, is
among which nationa)
b)
c)
d)

India and Russia
Russia and Japan
Russia and China
Russia and US

Explanation

Russia and China are conducting Russian military exercise
Vostok 2018 along with Mongolia in Russia’s Far East and
Pacific Ocean.

Consider the following statement about Asian
Development Bank.
1. India is a founding member of Asia Development Bank
2. China has highest number of share followed by India
Choose the correct answer given belowa)
b)
c)
d)

Only 1
Only 2
Both 1 and 2
None

Explanation

About Asian Development Bank (ADB) was founded in 1966
and India is a founding member to it. The ADB has 67-member
countries, including 48 from the Asian region. It has been led
conventionally by a Japanese governor. Top 5 shareholders in
ADB are: Japan (15.6%), United States (15.6%), People's
Republic of China (6.4%), India (6.3%) and Australia (5.8%).It
also provides direct assistance to private enterprises of
developing member countries through equity investments and
loans.

VIMBAX exercise is among which nationsa)
b)
c)
d)

Japan and US
China and Vietnam
India and Indonesia
India and Vietnam

Explanation

VINBAX – 2018 is the name of first ever India India-Vietnam
Bilateral Army Exercise. It was conducted at Jabalpur in
Madhya Pradesh as part of joint training undertaken with
friendly foreign countries by India army. It was a table top
exercise to carry out training for Peacekeeping Operations
under United Nations mandate to enable and train officers of
Vietnam delegation for exercising efficient command of
contingents in United Nations Peacekeeping Operations.

Consider the following statement International
whaling commission
1. Setting out catch limits by species and area which may be zero
as it the case for commercial whaling,
2. Designating specified areas as whale sanctuaries,
3. Protection of calves and females accompanied by calves,
4. Prescribe open and closed seasons and areas for whaling and
restrictions on hunting methods.
Choose the correct answer given belowc)2 and 4
a) 1 and 3
b) 1, 2 and3 d)All of the above

Explanation
International whaling commission (HQ - Impington, near Cambridge,
England was set up under the International Convention for the
Regulation of Whaling for the proper conservation of whale stocks
and thus make possible the orderly development of the whaling
industry with above four objective in a option. India is a member of
IWC. Aboriginal subsistence hunting is allowed in several countries
including the US, Russia, Greenland, and Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines in the Caribbean for people who are historically and
culturally depend on whale for subsistence and not for profit. In 1982
the IWC adopted a moratorium on commercial whaling and is
binding on all the members.

Spike-LR Anti-Tank Missiles was recently seen in news,
consider the following statements regarding this:
1. These missiles are being produced and sold by Russia to India.
2. It has a range of 4 Km only which can be operated in fire-andforget mode
3. It can also be used to hit targets low flying slow targets like
helicopter.
Which of the above statements is/are wrong?
a) 1 only

c) 3 only

b) 2 and 3 only d) None of them

Explanation

Spike-LR Anti-Tank Missiles are being procured from Israel.
Spike-LR is a portable anti-armour weapon system with a
range of up to 4km, which can be operated in fire-and-forget
mode and in fire, observe and update mode using the fibre-optic
data link.It can be used to engage tanks, armoured vehicles,
hardened shelters and low flying slow targets such as
helicopters.

Which of the following statements is/are correct
regarding Hindon River?
1. Hindon River is a tributary of Yamuna river
2. It originates from Upper Shivalik in Lower Himalayan
Range.
3. The river is Entirely rainfed
Choose correct answer from the codes given below:
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of them

Explanation

Self-explanatory
.

Which of the following statements are correct
regarding Fixed Maturity Plan?
a) FMPs are debt funds with a maturity period that can range
from one month to five years
b) It has ease of premature redemption and higher liquidity
c) Both of 1 & 2
d) None of them

Explanation

Since FMPs are closed-end funds, they can only be traded on
the stock exchange where they are listed. However, trading in
these units is negligible which makes FMPs illiquid. Compared
to this, open-ended debt funds can be bought or sold on a daily
basis.

Recently SC has given ultimatum to RBI on Right to
information Act disclosures. In this context, which of the following
is/are correct?
a) Annual inspection reports of banks, along with the
information of wilful defaulters can be made public under the
Right to Information Act
b) RBI is empowered under section 35 of the Banking
Regulation Act, 1949 to conduct inspection of all commercial
banks before every Monetary policy committee meet.
c) Both 1 & 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
•

Explanation

The Supreme Court has recently ordered the Reserve Bank of
India to disclose its annual inspection reports of banks, along
with the list of wilful defaulters and information related to them
under the Right to Information Act.
RBI is empowered under section 35 of the Banking Regulation
Act, 1949 to conduct annual inspection of all commercial
banks—public, private and foreign. It conducts an on-site
inspection of all banks once a year.

Consider the following statements regarding features of
National Nutrition Mission (NNM):
1. Which oNNM is an apex body under Ministry of Women and
Child Development.
2. It consists Setting-up Nutrition Resource Centres, involving
masses through Jan Andolan for their participation on nutrition
3. It also aims to incentivize Anganwadi Workers (AWWs) for
using IT based tools
Which of the above is/are correct?
a) 2 only
c) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only d) All of the above

All of the above

Recently Indian Government announced the
suspension of Cross LoC trade expressing concerns over illegal
inflows. Which of the following statements regarding this is/are
correct?
a) cross-LoC trade is an intra-Jammu and Kashmir trade, in the
form of barter of goods on a reciprocal basis.
b) The trade-in (import) and trade-out (export) goods have to be
balanced to zero for each trading firm within a period of 3
months.
c) Both 1 & 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

cross-LoC trade is an intra-Jammu and Kashmir trade, in the
form of barter of goods on a reciprocal basis. Started on
October 21, 2008, the trade has been conducted through a
standard operating procedure (SOP) mutually agreed by New
Delhi and Islamabad. LoC trade takes place four days a week,
wherein traders are allowed to exchange 70 trucks per day. The
trade-in (import) and trade-out (export) goods have to be
balanced to zero for each trading firm within a period of three
months.

Sashakt scheme, often seen in news is related to which
of the following?
a)
b)
c)
d)

Women empowerment
Banking sector reforms
Police reforms
Child trafficking and rehabilitation

Explanation

Sunil Mehta Committee report comprises a bank-led resolution
process and a five-pronged strategy to resolve stressed assets
called Project Sashakt. The idea behind Project Sashakt is to
ensure the operational turnaround of the banks and stressed
companies so that the asset value is retained.

Which of the following statements is/are true:
1. India is the largest producer of milk in the world.
2. The increase in milk production since 2014-2015 has
decelerated.
3. Only 21 per cent of India’s milk production gets processed
through the organised sector.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 and 3 only

b) 1 and 3 only

d) All of the above.

Explanation

• Statements 1 and 3 are correct. Statement 2 is incorrect.
• India is the largest producer of milk in the world. Thus
statement 1 is correct.
• India’s milk production is estimated to have increased by 6.6
per cent to 176.35 million tonnes during the last financial year.
• The increase in milk production in accelerating since past few
years. Thus statement 2 is incorrect

Only 21 per cent of India’s milk production gets processed
through the organised sector and this is where the opportunity
lies in growing. Thus statement 3 is correct.
•

• Related schemes: These schemes are - Rashtriya Gokul
Mission, National Programme for Dairy Development (NPDD),
National Dairy Plan Phase I, Dairy Entrepreneurship
Development Scheme, Dairy Processing Infrastructure
Development Fund (DIDF) and Supporting State Co-operative
Dairy Federation.

Pradhan

Which of the following statements is/are true about
Mantri
Fasal
Bima
Yojana
(PMFBY)?

1. A uniform 2 per cent premium rate on the sum insured for all
kharif season foodgrains and oilseeds, while 1.5 per cent for
rabi crops and 5 per cent for annual and horticultural crops.
2. It is a Centrally-funded scheme.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation

• There will be a uniform premium of only 2% to be paid by
farmers for all Kharif crops and 1.5% for all Rabi crops. In
case of annual commercial and horticultural crops, the
premium to be paid by farmers will be only 5%. Thus statement
1 is correct.
• It is not a Centrally funded scheme. PMFBY provides a
comprehensive insurance cover against failure of the crop thus
helping in stabilising the income of the farmers. The Scheme
covers all Food & Oilseeds crops and Annual

Commercial/Horticultural Crops for which past yield data is
available and for which requisite number of Crop Cutting
Experiments (CCEs) are conductedbeing under General Crop
Estimation Survey (GCES). The scheme is implemented by
empanelled general insurance companies. Selection of
Implementing Agency (IA) is done by the concerned State
Government through bidding. The scheme is compulsory for
loanee farmers availing Crop Loan /KCC account for notified
crops and voluntary for other others. The scheme is being
administered by Ministry of Agriculture. Thus Statement 2 is
incorrect.

Anchor Bank often seen in news will help the
banking sector of India in which of the following manners most
appropriately?
a) Diversification
b) Consolidation
c) Governance
d) Regulation

Explanation

Anchor banks are often seen as a way to Bank consolidation
of PSBs in India.

Which of the following statements is/are true about
share buyback often seen in news?
1. A buyback can be done only through open market purchases and
not through the tender offer route.
2. Buybacks are typically done when a company has a significant
cash reserve and feels that the shares are not fairly valued at the
current market price.
3. A company cannot do a second buyback offer within one year
from the date of the closure of the last buyback.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 and 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
b) 2 and 3 only

Explanation

Statement 1 is incorrect. Statements 2 and 3 are correct.
A buyback can be done either through open market purchases
or through the tender offer route. A company can use a
maximum of 25% of the aggregate of its free reserves and
paid-up capital for a buyback. Thus statement 2 is incorrect.

Fitch Ratings kept its sovereign rating for India
unchanged recently at:
a) BBB- with a positive outlook
b) BBB- with a stable outlook
c) Baa2 with stable outlook
d) Baa2 with positive outlook

Explanation

Refusing to upgrade India's credit rating for the 12th year in a
row, Fitch last year retained its sovereign rating for the country
at 'BBB-', the lowest investment grade with a stable outlook,
saying a weak fiscal position continues to constrain the ratings
and there were significant risks to macroeconomic outlook.

Which of the following statements is/are true?
1. Amaravati bonds were recently listed on National Stock
Exchange.
2. It was the biggest ever fund-raising made by any Indian
urban development authority for infrastructure creation.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation

Statement 1 is incorrect. Statement 2 is correct.
It was listed on Bombay Stock exchange. 'Amaravati Bonds
2018' worth Rs 2,000 crore were issued by Andhra Pradesh
Capital Region Development Authority (APCRDA). The
issue rec eived an oversubscription by 1.53 times. Thus
statement 1 is incorrect.

According to APCRDA, this is the largest bond issued from
a local authority . The 10-year issue is offered at a fixed
interest rate of 10.32% per annum, paid quarterly, with a 5year moratorium on principal payment, which is redeemed
on yearly basis for next five years at 20% every year. The
issue is guaranteed by the Government of Andhra Pradesh
and is rated by CRISIL. Thus statement 2 is correct.

The scheme of “price deficiency compensation”
often seen in news is related to which sector of Indian economy?
a) Power
b) Airlines
c) Agriculture
d) Defence

Explanation

Under Price Deficiency Payment, farmers are proposed to
be compensated for the difference between the governmentannounced MSPs for select crops and their actual market
prices. For crops such as rice and wheat where it is effective
now, MSP announcements will continue. For other targeted
crops, price deficiency payments will be made. However, it
has to be noted that there may be a cap on the extent to
which the Centre will bridge the gap between MSP and
market price.

The Digiyatra initiative is being implemented by
which ministry?
a)

Tourism

b)

Railways

c)

Aviation

d)

Home

Explanation

The Ministry of Civil Aviation is adding a Digital experience for Air
Travellers through DigiYatra Platform. The ‘DigiYatra’ is an industryled initiative co-ordinated by the Ministry in line with the Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s Digital India’s vision to transform the
nation into a digitally empowered society. This follows Air Sewa which
brings together all the stakeholders on a common platform for
handling customer grievances and disseminating real-time data.
‘DigiYatra’ initiative will transform the flying experience for
passengers and position Indian Aviation amongst the most innovative
air networks in the world.

Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. India’s external debt dropped to $500b by the end of March
2018, marking the first decrease in last few years.
2. The external debt to GDP ratio was approximately 20% at
end-March 2018.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation

Statement 1 is incorrect. Statement 2 is correct.
India’s external debt stood at $529.7 billion at the end of
March 2018, recording an increase of $58.4 billion year-onyear, primarily on account of a rise in commercial
borrowings, short-term debt and non-resident Indian
deposits.
The external debt to GDP ratio was 20.5% at end-March
2018.

Consider the following statements about the
National Income
1. The market price is calculated by adding the product taxes
(generally taken as the indirect taxes of the Centre and the
States) to the factor cost.
2. Since January 2015, the CSO has switched over to calculating
the National Income at factor cost.
3. With the implementation of GST, it will be easier for India to
calculate its national income at market price.

Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above

Explanation

Statements 1 and 3 are correct. Statement 2 is incorrect.
The market price is calculated by adding the product taxes
(generally taken as the indirect taxes of the Centre and the
States) to the factor cost. Hence statement 1 is correct
Since January 2015, the CSO has switched over to calculating
the National Income at market price. Hence statement 2 is
incorrect
With the implementation of GST, it will be easier for India to
calculate its national income at market price. Hence statement
1 is correct.

Consider the following statements about agricultural
export and import
1. The share of India’s agricultural exports has been greater than
that of imports in the world trade in past few years.
2. India has emerged as a significant agri-exporter in few crops,
namely— guar gum meal and sugar.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation

Both the statements are correct.
India has emerged as a significant agri-exporter in few
crops, namely— cotton, rice, meat, oil meals, spice, guar
gum meal and sugar. Hence statement 1 is correct.
As per the WTO’s Trade Statistics, the share of India’s
agricultural exports and imports in the world trade in 2015
were 2.40 per cent and 1.40 per cent, respectively. And this
trend has continued since then. Hence statement 2 is correct.

MSPs are announced for 24 commodities at present.
Which of the following crops are included in the list?
1.

maize

2.

gram

3.

jute

4.

coconut

Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 2, 3 and 4 only
c) 1, 2 and 4 only
d) All of the above

Explanation

Commencing with ‘wheat’ for the 1966– 67, currently the
MSPs are announced for 24 commodities including
seven cereals (paddy, wheat, barley, jowar, bajra, maize and
ragi);
five pulses (gram, arhar/tur, moong, urad and lentil);
eight oilseeds (groundnut, rapeseed/mustard, toria,
soyabean, sunflower seed, sesamum, safflower seed and
nigerseed); copra, raw cotton, raw jute and virginia flu
cured (VFC) tobacco.

Consider the following statements about Market
Intervention Scheme
1. It is implemented on the request of state governments for
procurement of perishable and horticultural commodities in the
event of fall in market prices.
2. The scheme is implemented when there is at least 25 per cent
increase in production or 25 per cent decrease in the ruling rates
over the previous normal year.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only

c) Both 1 and 2

b) 2 only

d) None of the above

Explanation

Only statement 1 is correct. Statement 2 is incorrect.
The Market Intervention Scheme is implemented on the
request of state governments for procurement of perishable
and horticultural commodities in the event of fall in market
prices. Hence statement 1 is correct.
The scheme is implemented when there is at least 25 per
cent increase in production or 25 per cent decrease in the
ruling rates over the previous normal year. Hence statement
2 is incorrect.

Consider the following statements about the farm
subsidies in India.
1. The indirect subsidy has been blamed for benefiting big farmers
more than the small and medium farmers.
2. Farm subsidies are meant to benefit the big farmers as much as
the small and medium farmers for them to avoid the debt trap.
3. Indirect farm subsidy has discouraged improvements in
production.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 and 2 only c) 3 only
b) 2 only

d) 1 and 3 only

Explanation
Statements 1 and 3 are correct. Statement 2 is incorrect.
The indirect subsidy has been blamed for benefiting big farmers
more than the small and medium farmers, for whom the subsidy is
intended. This is because the bulk of the subsidised fertilizers is
picked up by the rich farmers, because the small and marginal
farmers account for just 37 per cent of the farm land. Hence
statement 1 is correct and statement 2 is incorrect.
Indirect subsidy has also discouraged improvements in production
processes since manufacturers have no incentive to increase
efficiency. Hence statement 3 is correct.

Bolsa Familia is a famous scheme, often seen in
news. This scheme is being run in which of the following
countries?
a) U.S.A.
b) Brazil
c) China
d) Mexico

Explanation

Brazil is the answer. Brazil’s Bolsa Familia is famous. It
started in 2001, with a programme aimed at education. It
expanded in 2003 to include a range of services like food
and fuel, and now covers 2.6 million families in that country.
The government transfers cash straight to a family, subject
to conditions such as school attendance, nutritional
monitoring, prenatal and post-natal tests. By many
measures, the programme is a success.

What is India's stand in WTO for safeguarding the
agri trade?
1. It opposes the Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM) for
developing countries.
2. It advocates Public stockholding food for security purposes.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation

Statement 1 is incorrect. Statement 2 is correct.
The Government of India adopted the following approach
towards agritrade policy at WTO:
A Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM) for developing
countries. Thus statement 1 is incorrect.
Public stockholding food for security purposes. Thus
statement 2 is correct.
A commitment to abolish export subsidies for farm exports,

Which of the following is/are the potential
advantages of India being a member of WTO in the long run?
1. The exports of agricultural products will be boosted by the
WTO accepted regime.
2. Indian agriculture sector is better prepared than China to
exploit the opportunities.
3. It will make India heavily dependent upon the world market
for its food supplies, marring its achievement of food selfsufficiency.

Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 2 and 3 only

Explanation

Statements 1 and 3 are correct. Statement 2 is incorrect.
The NCAER (National Council for Applied Economic
Research) survey of the WTO on the Indian economy is
cited as the best document in this area. The survey pointed
that the exports of agricultural products will be boosted by
the WTO accepted regime. Statement 1 is correct.
But the su rvey painted a very wretched picture about the
preparedness of Indian agriculture sector to exploit the
opportunities.

It concluded China to be far better than India is this matter.
Hence Statement 2 is incorrect.
Due to inflow of cheaper foodgrains from the world it would not
remain economically viable in India to produce them and
farmers might incline in favour of the profitable agri-products.
This will make India heavily dependent upon the world market
for its food supplies, marring its achievement of food selfsufficiency. This will have serious political and ethical outcomes
for India. Hence statement 3 is correct.

The India Aspiration Fund has been set up under
which of the following organisations?
a) RBI
b) SIDBI
c) NABARD
d) None of the above

Explanation

The India Aspiration Fund has also been set up under the
SIDBI for venture capital financing to the MSME sector.

NBFCs (Non-Banking Financial Companies) are fast
emerging as an important segment of Indian financial system. Which
of the following is/are their benefits?
1. customer-oriented services
2. simplified procedures
3. attractive rates of return on deposits
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above

Explanation

NBFCs are being recognised as complementary to the
banking sector due to their—
customer-oriented services;
simplified procedures;
attractive rates of return on deposits; and
flexibility and timeliness in meeting the credit needs of
specified sectors.
Hence all the statements are correct.

Which of the following has got Geographical
indication tag?
1. Himachali Kala Zeera
2. Chattishgarh Jeeraphool
3. Kandhamal Haldi
a) 1 and 2
b) 2 and 3
c) 1 and 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation
Himachali Kala Zeera, Jeeraphool from Chhattisgarh and
Kandhamal Haldi from Odisha are among the 14 products that
have received a Geographical Indication (GI) tag from the
government so far this year.
According to the data with the Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), the other products that
received this tag include Coorg Arabica coffee from Karnataka,
Wayanad Robusta coffee from Kerala, Araku Valley Arabica
from Andhra Pradesh, Sirsi Supari from Karnataka and
Himachali Chulli oil.

Consider the following statements.
1. Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve is in Arunachal Pradesh.
2. Khangchendzonga National Park was designated a World
Heritage Site under the ‘mixed’ category.
3. It includes a range of ecoclines.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) 1 & 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation
The Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve (Sikkim) has become
the 11th Biosphere Reserve from India that has been included in
the UNESCO designated World Network of Biosphere Reserves
(WNBR).

It includes a range of ecoclines, varying from subtropics to
Arctic, as well as natural forests in different biomes.
Ecocline is a gradation from one ecosystem to another, with no
abrupt boundary between the two.
The core zone – Khangchendzonga National Park was
designated a World Heritage Site in 2016 under the ‘mixed’
category’. It is a both natural and cultural heritage.

The term Green Corridor is related to
a) Indian Railways
b) Highways
c) Road route for harvested organs
d) All of these

Explanation

Indian Railways is introducing bio-toilets on its coaching
stock so that no human waste is discharged from coaches on
to the track.
Green corridor refers to a special road route that enables
harvested organs meant for transplants to reach the
destined hospital.
Green corridor also used for Highways being built along
with tree and plant cover along its sides.
.

a)
b)
c)
d)

Spicejet Bombardier Q-400 is India’s first
Solar powered aircraft
Electric powered aircraft
Bio-fuel powered aircraft
Bio-fuel powered fighter jet

Explanation

A blend of oil from Jatropha seeds and aviation turbine fuel
propelled Spicejet Bombardier Q-400.
It is the India’s first bio- fuel flight.
Virgin Atlantic carried out the first test flight globally in
2008.
India has joined an elite club of USA and Australia who use
biofuel
for
commercial
flights

Consider the following statements.
1. First generation fuels are produced directly from food crops.
2. Second Generation biofuels are produced from non-food
crops such as wood, organic waste.
3. Third Generation biofuels are based on improvements in the
production of biomass.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) 1 & 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation

Biofuels are fuel produced from renewable biomass
material.
Generation of Biofuels: There are four generations.
First Generation:
produced directly from food crops
wheat and sugar are the most widely used feedstock for
bioethanol
Second Generation:

Produced from non-food crops such as wood, organic waste, food
crop waste and
specific biomass crops
Cellulosic ethanol technology and non-food crop technologies such as
jatropha based biofuels.
Third Generation:
Based on improvements in the production of biomass.
The algae are used to act as a low-cost, and renewable feedstock.
Fourth Generation:They are based on carbon sequestration
techniques. These techniques store the carbon and help in combating
global warming

The Meghalayan Age began with a
a) Cooling phase
b) Flood
c) Drought
d) None of these

Explanation

The Meghalayan, the youngest stage, runs from 4,200 years
ago to the present.
It began with a mega drought.
It severely disrupted civilisations in Egypt, Greece, Syria,
Palestine, Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley, and the Yangtze
River Valley.
It was likely triggered by shifts in ocean and atmospheric
circulation.

Consider the following statements.
1. The International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) is a
inter-governmental scientific organizations in the world.
2. IUGS is a member of the International Council of Science.
3. The International Council for Science is based in Paris.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) 1 & 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation

The International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) is
one of the largest and most active non-governmental
scientific organizations in the world.
Founded in 1961, IUGS is a member of the International
Council of Science.
IUGS promotes and encourages the study of geological
problems, especially those of world-wide significance, and
supports and facilitates international and interdisciplinary
cooperation in the earth sciences.

The International Council for Science is an international
organization devoted to international cooperation in the
advancement of science.
Its members are national scientific bodies and international
scientific unions.
Its headquarters is at Paris, France.

Recently Mawmluh caves have been in the news.
Which of the following structures of the cave has been defined as
‘Meghalayan Stage’?
a) Stalagmite
b) Stalactite
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Explanation

The Meghalayan Stage has been defined at a specific level in
a stalagmite in the Mawmluh caves in Cherrapunji,
Meghalaya.

Consider the following statements about E-waste in
India.
1. Over 95% of e-waste generated is managed by the organised
sector.
2. E-waste does not include white goods.
Which of the above statement (s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Explanation

E-waste
includes
discarded
computer
monitors,
motherboards, Cathode Ray Tubes (CRT), Printed Circuit
Board (PCB), mobile phones and chargers, compact discs,
headphones, white goods such as Liquid Crystal Displays
(LCD)/ Plasma televisions, air conditioners, refrigerators.
Over 95% of e-waste generated is managed by the
unorganised sector.
Scrap dealers dismantle the disposed products instead of
recycling it.

For flood forecasting in India, Central Water
Commission (CWC), has entered into a Collaboration
Agreement with
a) UN Environment
b) Facebook
c) Google
d) IIT Delhi

Explanation

Central Water Commission (CWC), has entered into a
Collaboration Agreement with Google for flood forecasting
in India.
Google would use high resolution Digital Elevation Model,
Artificial Intelligence to generate maps on input provided
by CWC.

Central Water Commission is a premier Technical Organization
of India is presently functioning as an attached office of the
Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, Government of India.
Purpose: Flood Control, Irrigation, Navigation, Drinking Water
Supply and Water Power Development. It also undertakes the
investigations, construction and execution of any such schemes
as required.

Consider the following statements about Ganga
Prahris.
1. They function under Ministry of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change.
2. Prahari shall work on the model of ‘Each One Make Ten’
Which of the above statement (s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Explanation

Ganga Praharis have been roped-in by Wildlife Institute of
India (WII), Dehradun as part of the “Biodiversity
Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation”.
They will function under Ministry of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation.
They also motivate other people.
Each Prahari shall work on the model of ‘Each One Make
Ten’)
They spread the clean Ganga message.

Consider the following statements about ‘Dead Zone’.
1. Less oxygen dissolved in the water is often referred to as a
“dead zone
2. Nutrient pollution is the primary cause of those zones.
3. They are also called biological deserts.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) 1 & 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation

Less oxygen dissolved in the water is often referred to as a
“dead zone” (hypoxic areas) because
Most marine life either dies, or, if they are mobile such as
fish, leave the area.
Habitats become, essentially, biological deserts.
Nutrient pollution is the primary cause of those zones
created by humans.

Excess nutrients that run off land or are piped as wastewater
into rivers and coasts can stimulate
An overgrowth of algae, which then sinks and decomposes in
the water.
The decomposition process consumes oxygen and depletes the
supply available to healthy marine life.

Which of the following species does not belong to
the ‘Recovery Programme for Critically Endangered Species’
by the National Board for Wildlife?
a) Northern River Terrapin
b) Clouded Leopard
c) Red Panda
d) Tiger

Explanation

The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) added four
species- the Northern River Terrapin, Clouded Leopard,
Arabian Sea Humpback Whale, Red Panda- to a Recovery
Programme for Critically Endangered Species.
Northern River Terrapin, is ariverine turtle found in the
rivers.(IUCN-Critically Endangered)
Clouded Leopard, found in the Himalayan foothills (IUCNVulnerable)

Arabian Sea Humpback Whale is a species found in all of major
oceans (IUCN-Endangered)
Red Panda is found in Sikkim, West Bengal and Arunachal
Pradesh. (IUCN-Endangered)
• Recovery Programme for Critically Endangered Species
• It is one of the components of centrally sponsored scheme Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (IDWH) for
wildlife conservation.
• It excludes ‘Tiger Reserves’.

Other species under the recovery programme are- Snow
Leopard, Bustard, Dolphin, Hangul, Nilgiri Tahr, Marine Turtles,
Dugongs, Edible Nest Swiftlet, Asian Wild Buffalo, Nicobar
Megapode, Manipur Brow-antlered Deer, Vultures, Malabar
Civet, Indian Rhinoceros, Asiatic Lion, Swamp Deer and Jerdon’s
Courser.

‘Saddlebacks’ are also known as
a) Great Eagle
b) One horned Rhinoceros
c) Nilgiri Tahr
d) Hangul

Explanation

The Nilgiri tahr is found in open montane grassland habitats
in the South Western Ghats.
It is state animal of Tamil Nadu.
Eravikulam National Park, Kerala is home to the largest
population.
Listed in Schedule I of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
Endangered on IUCN Red List.
Adult males have a grey area “saddle” on their backs and are
called “saddlebacks”.

Consider the following statements about Harrier
birds.
1. Harrier birds are a migratory raptor species.
2. They are critically endangered as per IUCN.
3. Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Explanation

Harrier Birds are the diurnal ‘Raptor group or Birds of
Prey’
They nest and roost on the ground.
These birds regularly visit Indian Subcontinent grasslands
during winter from cold Central Asia.
They are ‘near threatened’ as per IUCN.

Which of the following statements about the Red
Sanders is incorrect?
a) It is an endemic tree of South India.
b) They are found in Tropical Dry Deciduous forest.
c) It prefers lateritic soil
d) It grows in water logged areas.

Explanation

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
reclassified red sanders as ‘near threatened’ from the earlier
‘endangered’ category.
It is an endemic tree of South India, found in Tropical Dry
Deciduous forest of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka.
It occurs in hot, dry climate with a rainfall of 88-105 cm.
It prefers laterite soil and cannot tolerate water logging.

Sagar Nidhi is related to
a) India- US expedition
b) India-Maldives expedition
c) India-China expedition
d) India-Sri Lanka expedition

Explanation

Indian Ocean Research Vehicle (IORV) Sagar Nidhi is part
of India- US expedition seeking to research on South-West
Monsoon was in Indian Ocean.
Sagar Nidhi will sail through the Bay of Bengal collecting
data on Ocean conditions at different depths and locations
and study the underlying principles of interaction of the
uppermost layer of ocean with the atmosphere.

Consider the following statements about ‘Deep Ocean
Mission’.
1. It has been launched by UN International Sea Bed Authority.
2. It aims to explore the depths of the Ocean for the possibilities
of deep-sea mining.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Explanation

India has drawn up a Deep Ocean Mission (DOM)
blueprint.
It is a Rs. 8000 Crore plan to explore deep resources of the
ocean on lines of ISRO in designing and launching satellite.
UN International Sea Bed Authority (ISBA) is an
autonomous international organization situated at
Kingston, Jamaica.

It was established under the UN Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) in 1994 to regulate the exploration and
exploitation of marine non-living resources of oceans in
international waters.
Polymetallic nodules, also called manganese nodules, are rock
concretions formed of concentric layers of iron and manganese
hydroxides around a core.

Consider the following statement about ‘optical
tweezers’
1) Optical tweezers can capture the tiniest elements of matter.
2) They do not do any damage to the material being studied.
3) Arthur Ashkin for his invention of optical tweezers
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1 & 2
c) 2 Only
d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation

The 2018 Prize in Physics is awarded to Arthur Ashkin for
his invention of optical tweezers and to Gerard Mourou and
Donna Strickland for developing techniques to generate
high-intensity, ultrashort optical laser pulses.
Optical tweezers can capture the tiniest elements of
matter—atoms, molecules, viruses, bacteria, living cells and
bits of DNA with laser beams.

They do not do any damage to the material being
studied.
High-intensity laser pulses can stimulate targets at
femtosecond (fs, a millionth of a billionth of a second
or 10 to the power 15 s) timescales.

Consider the
Endogenous growth theory.

following

statements

about

1) Endogenous growth theory holds that economic growth is
primarily the result of external forces.
2) It holds that investment in human capital, innovation, and
knowledge are significant contributors to economic growth.
3) It also focuses on positive externalities and spillover effects of
a knowledge-based economy which lead to economic
development.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) 1 & 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation

2018 Nobel Prize for Economic Sciences has been awarded
to William D. Nordhaus "for integrating climate change into
long-run macroeconomic analysis" and Paul M. Romer "for
integrating technological innovations into long-run
macroeconomic analysis."
They have constructed models that explain how the market
economy interacts with nature and knowledge.

Dr. Nordhaus is the first person to create a quantitative model that
describes the global interplay between the economy and the
climate,”
Dr. Romer laid the foundation of what is now called endogenous
growth theory.
The theory is both conceptual and practical, as it explains how
ideas are different to other goods and require specific conditions to
thrive in a market.
Endogenous growth theory holds that economic growth is
primarily the result of endogenous and not external forces. So
statement 1 is incorrect.

Endogenous growth theory holds that investment in human
capital, innovation, and knowledge are significant contributors
to economic growth.
The theory also focuses on positive externalities and spillover
effects of a knowledge-based economy which will lead to
economic development.

Consider the following statements.
1) NOTA can be used in the Rajya Sabha elections.
2) NOTA was introduced in India following the 2013 Supreme
Court directive.
Which of the above statement is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Explanation

The Supreme Court hasoverruled an Election Commission
notification, saying that NOTA (None Of The Above) option
cannot be allowed in Rajya Sabha elections.
As per the court, the NOTA option is meant only for
universal adult suffrage and direct elections and not polls
held by the system of proportional representation by means
of the single transferable vote as done in the Rajya Sabha.

NOTA was introduced in India following the 2013 Supreme
Court directive in the People’s Union for Civil Liberties v.
Union of India judgment. The option of NOTA in RS polls was
introduced by the EC in 2014.

Consider the following statements
1) The electoral bond bears the name of the donor.
2) Model code of conduct does not have any specific statutory
basis.
Which of the above statement is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 & 2
d) None of these

Explanation

The electoral bond, which is a bearer instrument, do not
carry the name of the payee and can be bought for any
value, in multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 1 lakh, Rs 10
lakh or Rs 1 crore and will be available at specified
branches of State Bank of India.
Electoral bonds will not bear the name of the donor. 1st
statement is incorrect.

Model code of conduct are the guidelines issued by the Election
Commission of India for conduct of political parties and
candidates during elections mainly with respect to speeches,
polling day, polling booths, election manifestos, processions and
general conduct.
However, the code does not have any specific statutory basis. It
has only a persuasive effect.

Powerof18 Campaign has been launched by
a) Election Commission of India
b) Ministry of Electronics
c) Twitter
d) Facebook

Explanation

It is a campaign launched by Twitter India aimed at
encouraging youth to contribute in public debates and
participate in civic engagement for the 2019 general
elections.
Significance: The campaign will serve as resource for young
Indians to find more information about elections, support
social causes they are passionate about and join public
conversation.

Consider the following statements about Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012.
1) The Act defines a child as any person below sixteen years of
age.
2) The act protects children from sexual harassment and
pornography.
3) The act provides for speedy trial of offences through special
courts.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2

c) 1 and 3

b) 2 and 3

d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act, 2012 deals with sexual offences against persons below 18
years of age, who are deemed as children.
The Act for the first time, defines “penetrative sexual assault”,
“sexual assault” and “sexual harassment”. The offence is
considered graver if it is committed by a police officer, public
servant, any member of the staff at a remand home, protection
or observation home, jail, hospital or educational institution,
or by a member of the armed or security forces.

Consider the following statements about Pradhan
Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY).
1) PMVVY is a Pension Scheme exclusively for the senior
women citizens aged 60 years and above.
2) Scheme provides an assured return of 8% p.a. for 10 years.
3) The scheme also allows for premature exit for the treatment
of any critical/ terminal illness of self or spouse.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2

c) 1 and 3

b) 2 and 3

d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation

Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY), is a pension
scheme exclusively for senior citizens aged 60 years and above.
The Scheme can be purchased offline as well as online through
Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India which has been
given the sole privilege to operate this Scheme.
Scheme provides an assured return of 8% p.a. for 10 years.
Pension is payable as per the frequency of monthly/ quarterly/
half-yearly/ yearly as chosen by the pensioner at the time of
purchase.

The scheme is exempted from Service Tax/ GST.
On survival of the pensioner to the end of the policy term of 10 years,
Purchase price along with final pension instalment shall be payable.
Loan upto 75% of Purchase Price shall be allowed after 3 policy
years (to meet the liquidity needs). Loan interest shall be recovered
from the pension instalments and loan to be recovered from claim
proceeds.
The scheme also allows for premature exit for the treatment of any
critical/ terminal illness of self or spouse. On such premature exit,
98% of the Purchase Price shall be refunded.
On death of the pensioner during the policy term of 10 years, the
Purchase Price shall be paid to the beneficiary.

Consider the following statements about VVPAT
machines.
1) VVPAT allows the voters to verify that their votes are cast as
intended.
2) VVPAT will be used in all the polling stations with the EVM
in 2019 Indian general election.
3) It shows the printed paper slip having the name, serial
number and election symbol of the chosen candidate for
seven seconds to the voter.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2
b) 2 and 3
c) 1 and 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation

The Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail is a method that
provides feedback to voters. It is an independent
verification printer machine and is attached to electronic
voting machines. It allows voters to verify if their vote has
gone to the intended candidate.
When a voter presses a button in the EVM, a paper slip is
printed through the VVPAT. The slip contains the poll
symbol and name of the candidate. It allows the voter to
verify his/her choice.

After being visible to the voter from a glass case in the VVPAT
for seven seconds, the ballot slip will be cut and dropped into
the drop box in the VVPAT machine and a beep will be heard.
VVPAT machines can be accessed by polling officers only.
As per the court’s ruling and the directions from the Election
Commission, VVPATs of five booths in each Assembly segment
would be selected through a lottery system and the votes polled
would be counted. The result in the VVPAT chits would be
compared with the EVM count. As per the guideline, in case of
any discrepancy, the count of the VVPAT chits will prevail.

Consider the following statements about Systematic
Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation program.
1) It is the flagship program of the Niti Ayog for voter education and
promoting voter literacy in India.
2) SVEEP is designed according to the socio-economic, cultural and
demographic profile of the state.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation

Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation
program, better known as SVEEP, is the flagship program
of the Election Commission of India for voter education,
spreading voter awareness and promoting voter literacy in
India.
SVEEP is designed according to the socio-economic, cultural
and demographic profile of the state as well as the history of
electoral participation in previous rounds of elections and
learning thereof.

The committees which examined the Centre-State
Relations are:
1) Sarkaria Commission
2) L M Singhvi Committee
3) Rajamannar Committee
4) M M Punchhi Commission
Select the correct codes:
a) 1, 4
b) 1, 3, 4
c) 2, 3, 4
d) 1, 2, 3, 4

Explanation

In 1986, Rajiv Gandhi government appointed a committee to
prepare a concept paper on ‘Revitalisation of Panchayati Raj
Institutions for Democracy and Development’ under the
chairmanship of L M Singhvi.

With reference to the Union Government consider
the following statements.
1. 1The Department of Revenue is responsible for the
preparation of Union Budget that is presented to the
parliament
2. No amount can be withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund
of India without the authorization of Parliament of India.
3. All the disbursements made from Public Account also need
the Authorization from the Parliament of India

Which of the following statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 2 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation

The constitution establishes three types of funds –
Consolidated Fund of India; Public Account; Contingency
Fund.
Prior authorization is required for withdrawing from
Consolidated Fund of India. For Contingency fund of India,
withdrawal can be authorized by the Parliament afterwards
too. For Public Account, no such authorization is needed.
Assessing the revenues from different central taxes is the
primary function of the Department of Revenue and the

expenditure estimates for the current and the next year for
various expenditure heads are assessed by the Department of
Expenditure. The Department of Expenditure also assesses the
resources of the public sector undertakings (PSUs).
The Budget division is a part of the Department of Economic
Affairs.

India has recently became largest rice producing
country in the world after China. Consider the following statements
with reference to it:
1. Rice contributes more than 40 per cent of the country's total food
grain production.
2. Uttar Pradesh is the largest rice producing state in India.
The correct statement(s) is/are:
(a) Only 1
(b) Only 2
(c) 1 and 2 both
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Only the first statement is correct with respect to rice
cultivation in India. The second statement is not correct as
West Bengal and NOT Uttar Pradesh is the largest rice
producing state in India. Thus, A is the correct answer.

Recently there was news related to rat-hole coal
mining in Meghalaya- a north-eastern state of India. Which of
the following coal-fields in the North-eastern region belongs to
Meghalaya?
1.

Borjan

2.

Jayanti Hills

3.

Tiru Valley

Choose the correct answer using the options given below:
(a) Only 1 and 2 (c) Only 2 and 3
(b) Only 2

(d) All of the above

Explanation

Jayanti Hilss is a major coal block located in the northeastern state of India. Borjan and Tiru Valley are coal field
located in Nagaland.

Illegal coal mining activities in north-north-eastern
states have severe environmental impacts. Which of the following
states are known to produce or processes the coal reserves?
1. Assam
2. Sikkim
3. Arunachal Pradesh
4. Mizoram
5. Tripura
Choose the correct answer using the options given below:
(a) Only 1 and 3
(c) Only 1, 2 and 3
(d) All of the above
(b) Only 3 and 5

Explanation
As per Geological Survey of India (GSI) Coal Inventory, coal
resources are found in the North Eastern region in following
states :
The coal is not found in
• Assam
Mizoram,
Tripura
and
• Sikkim
Manipur. Thus, C is the correct
• Arunachal Pradesh
answer.
• Nagaland, and
• Meghalaya

Due to climate change, the distribution pattern of
rainfall amount in India has got affected severely. With
reference to year 2017-18, which of the following state received
least amount rainfall among the given states?
(a) Gujarat
(b) Himachal Pradesh
(c) Haryana
(d) Jammu and Kashmir

Explanation

• As per the data from Indian Meteorological Department
(IMD), Haryana received the least rainfall among all states
in India. Here's the list of 8 states which received the lowest
annual average rainfall in India:
Rajasthan: 1,048 mm
• Haryana: 617 mm
• Punjab: 649 mm

Himachal Pradesh: 1,251 mm

• Tamil Nadu: 998 mm

Orissa: 1,489 mm

• Jammu and Kashmir: 1,001 mm

Gujarat: 1,685 mm

According to a survey conducted by the Ministry of
Earth sciences, India lost one-third of its coastline due to soil
erosion. Consider the following statements with reference to it:
1. Gujarat recorded the highest erosion causing lost of substantial
portion of its land in the past 26 years.
2. The erosion was more on the eastern coast beside the Bay of
Bengal rather than on the Western coast beside the calmer
Arabian Sea.
The correct statement is/are:
(a) Only 1

(c) 1 and 2 both

(b) Only 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Only the second statement is correct as per the survey
report. It is West Bengal that recorded the highest erosion
losing 99 sq. km of land in the past 26 years. The second
statement is correct however. Thus, B is the correct answer.

Soil accretion, as against the land erosion, results in
an increase in the land area. Which of the following is/are
among the impacts of soil accretion?
1. It has severely adverse ecological impacts on breeding
grounds of several aquatic flora and fauna.
2. Soil accretion rate is greater in eastern coast as against the
western coast of India.
The correct statement(s) is/are:
(a) Only 1

(c) 1 and 2 both

(b) Only 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Both statements are correct with respect to Soil accretion.
Land accretion mostly happens in deltas, estuaries and
creeks, the soil will block the inflow of seawater into these
areas which are breeding ground for several species of
aquatic flora and fauna. The second statement is also
correct. Soil accretion rate is greater in eastern coast as
against the western coast of India. thus, C is the correct
answer.

Google recently celebrated the world's first
modern-atlas, placing it as its doodle over its home search
engine page. The first such modern map was popularly called
as:
(a) Theatre of the World
(b) Picture of the world
(c) World summary
(d) World at wall

Explanation

Google Doodle recently celebrated the anniversary of the
world’s first modern-day atlas, called Theatrum Orbis
Terrarum meaning Theatre of the World, was published on
May 20, 1570. Thus, A is the correct answer.

Recently a country on its 50th birthday changed its
name to Kingdom of eSwatin. The country s located on which of
the continent?
(a) South America
(b) Europe
(c) Asia
(d) Africa

Explanation

Often confused as Switzerland, Swaziland -- the last
monarchy in southern Africa -- changed its name on its 50th
birthday. Now, the country will be known as the Kingdom of
eSwatini. Thus, D is the correct answer.

Hurricane Irma wiped several Caribbean islands
off the map. Irma originated in:
(a) Pacific Ocean
(b) Atlantic Ocean
(c) Gulf of Mexico
(d) Sargasso Sea

Explanation

The hurricane Irma took place in Atlantic and moved
westwards towards the Caribbean islands. Thus, B is the
correct answer.

Arunachal Pradesh remains a major irritant in
border-dispute between India and China. Consider the
following statements with reference to the state:
1. Arunachal has the highest number of regional languages in
the Indian subcontinent.
2. Arunachal Pradesh is the largest state in the Northeast,
among the seven sisters.
3. A special permit, the Inner Line Permits (ILP), is required to
enter Arunachal Pradesh for all domestic tourists.

The correct statement(s) is/are:
(a) Only 1 and 2
(b) Only 1 and 3
(c) Only 2 and 3
(d) All of the above

Explanation

All of the above are correct with respect to Arunachal
Pradesh which has significant strategic interests for India.
Thus, D is the correct answer.

Recently in context of north-eastern region of India,
a term ‘Chakma’ was seen much in the news. What this term
does refer to?
(a) An ethnic group of people
(b) A special bamboo art which got GI tag recently.
(c) Critically endangered mammal
(d) None of the above

Explanation

The Chakma people are an ethnic group closely related to
the Daingnet people who are distributed throughout
Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura, Assam, Mizoram, Meghalaya
and West Bengal of India and in Chittagong Hill Tracts of
Bangladesh. Thus, A is the correct answer.

Bogibeel is the longest rail-road bridge of India,
was recently inaugurated by the Prime Minister. It passes
through which of the following state(s)?
1. Assam
2. Arunachal Pradesh
3. Nagaland
4. Manipur
Choose the correct answer using the options given below:
(a) Only 1 and 2

(c) Only 1 and 3

(b) Only 1, 2 and 3 (d) All of the above

Explanation

The Bogibeel Bridge, inside Assam, is 20 km from the
border with Arunachal Pradesh.
It spans nearly five-km across the Brahmaputra river.
It connects Dibrugarh on the Brahmaputra’s south bank to
Dhemaji on the north bank.
It will link Dibrugarh with North Lakhimpur district of
Assam and parts of eastern Arunachal Pradesh. Thus, A is the
correct answer

Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) had
recently issued warning of severe dust storm in some parts of
western states such as Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan. Consider
the following statements with reference to dust storms:
1. Dust storms are almost always preceded and caused by spell of
intense heat.
2. These storms are localized both in time and space.
3. The dust storms occurs when atmosphere has moisture.
The correct statement(s) is/are:
(a) Only 1 and 2
(c) Only 2 and 3
(d) All of the above
(b) Only 1 and 3

Explanation

The third statement is not correct. Thunderstorms occur
when atmosphere has moisture but dust storms can take
place ONLY when moisture is not present. Rest two
statements are correct with respect to dust stroms. They are
almost always preceded and caused by spell of intense heat
and they are heavily localised in nature. Thus, A is the
correct answer:

Recently, among other Geography related news “
Krem Puri” was very much in the discourse. Which of the
following is correct with reference to this term?
a) It refers to unprecedented cold waves in northern American
continent due to Climate change impacts.
b) It is a new island found off the coast of Arctic which is full of
mineral resources.
c) It is the world’s longest sandstone cave discovered near
Laitsohum village in Mawsynram area in Meghalaya.
d) None of the above

Explanation

Recently, the world’s longest sandstone cave named Krem
Puri was discovered near Laitsohum village in Mawsynram
area in East Khasi Hills district of Meghalaya. It was
discovered in 2016 but its actual length was found during
expedition to measure and map it by Meghalaya
Adventurers’ Association (MAA) recently. Thus, C is the
correct answer.

India is going to held 36th International Geological
Congress (IGC) in 2020 in New Delhi. Consider the following
statements with reference to it:
1. The IGC is prestigious conclave of geoscientists from SAARC
countries.
2. It is held once every four years under aegis of UNESCO
through process of global bidding.
3. The first session of IGC was held in 1878 in France with an
aim to provide global geological community with opportunity to
create an organizational framework.

The correct statement(s) is/are:
(a) Only 1 and 2
(b) Only 1 and 3
(c) Only 2
(d) Only 3

Explanation
Only the third statement is correct. The first session of IGC was
held in 1878 in France with an aim to provide global geological
community with opportunity to create an organisational
framework for meeting at regular intervals. The first statement is
incorrect as the IGC is prestigious conclave of geoscientists from
around world and NOT countries only from SAARC nations. The
second statement is also incorrect. It is held once every four years
(quadrennially) under aegis of IUGS through process of global
bidding. Thus, D is the correct answer.

Recently, LUBAN cyclone was very much in the news.
Consider the following statements with reference to it:
1. It was the only third temperate cyclone to reach the Arabian
Peninsula from northern Russia.
2. It was very severe in nature and produced flooding rains in
Somalia, Oman, and Yemen.
The correct statement(s) is/are:
(a) Only 1
(b) Only 2
(c)

1 and 2 both

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Only the second statement is correct. The first statement is
incorrect as very Severe Cyclonic Storm Luban was the
third tropical cyclone to affect the Arabian Peninsula during
the 2018 North Indian Ocean cyclone season, after cyclones
Sagar and Mekunu in May. Upon moving ashore, Cyclone
Luban produced flooding rains in Somalia, Oman, and
Yemen. The cyclone killed 14 people in Yemen, when heavy
rainfall cut off villages and damaged roads. Thus, B is the
correct answer.

TITLI was a severe Cyclonic Storm that took place
in the Bay of Bengal. Which of the following state(s) were
affected by it in India?
(a) Andhra Pradesh
(b) Odisha
(c) Tamilndadu
(d) Both A and B

Explanation

Titli was as severe tropical cyclonic storm that took place in
Bay of Bnegal. It affected the coastal areas of Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha. Thus, D is the correct answer.

Swadesh Darshan Scheme is an important scheme
to improve the landscapes of different parts of the country, The
scheme belongs to which ministry?
(a) Ministry of External Affairs
(b) Ministry of Tourism
(c) Ministry for Development of North Eastern Region
(d) None of the above

Explanation

Swadesh Darshan scheme is one of the flagship scheme of the
Ministry of tourism for the development of thematic circuits
in the country in a planned and prioritised manner. Thus, B is
the correct answer.

Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) has recently
been lot in the news. Consider the following statements with
reference to it:
1. Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) along with referring
a set of farming methods, also arrears to a grassroots
peasant movement.
2. The ZBNF has achieved considerable success in northern
states such as Punjab and Haryana.
3. The farming practices under this method are strictly with
Nature and without chemicals.

The correct statement(s) is/are:
(a) Only 1 and 2
(b) Only 1 and 3
(c) Only 3
(d) All of the above

Explanation

The second statement is not correct with respect to Zero
Budget Natural farming. ZBNF in India has attained wide
success in southern India, especially the southern Indian
state of Karnataka where it first evolved. The first and third
statements are correct. Thus, B is the correct answer.

.“Golden Crescent” has been seen sometimes in the
news. The term is related with:
(a) Drugs trafficking and smuggling
(b) Part of ancient silk trade route
(c) A strip of highest wheat production region.
(d) Areas of rich marine resources across the world.

Explanation

The Golden Crescent is the name given to one of Asia's two
principal areas of illicit opium production (with the other
being the Golden Triangle), located at the crossroads of
Central, South, and Western Asia. Thus, A is the correct
answer.

It is argued that the Climate Change has increased
the chances of formation of ‘Bombogenesis’. What this term
does refer to?
a) The term does refers to the rainfall incidences with higher
acid content.
b) It refers to increased frequencies of severe dust storms.
c) It means rapidly deepening extra-tropical cyclonic lowpressure areas.
d) None of the above

Explanation

The third statement is correct with respect to Bombogenesis.
Bombogenesis is a popular term that describes a midlatitude
cyclone that rapidly intensifies. Thus, C is the correct answer.

