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Consider the following
International Criminal Court (ICC)

the

statements

about

1. All the member states of UN automatically become members of
ICC
2. Burundi has become the first country to officially quit the ICC
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None

Explanation

International Criminal Court (ICC) is an international
tribunal set up under the Rome Statute in 2002, not governed
by UN, headquartered in The Hague in the Netherlands. It has
the jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for the international
crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, crime of
aggression and war crimes. ICC is the world’s first permanent
international criminal court. It is intended to complement
existing national judicial systems and it may therefore only
exercise its jurisdiction when certain conditions are met.

States which become party to the Rome Statute becomes member
of ICC, thus totalling 123 members. Nations must individually
become members by signing Rome Statute. The co-operation of
the non-party states with the ICC is of voluntary nature. But
when a case is referred to the ICC by the UN Security Council all
UN member states are obliged to co-operate, since its decisions
are binding for all of them. India is not a signatory to the Rome
Statute. Burundi has become the first country to officially quit the
ICC.

Consider the following statements about International
court of Justice (ICJ)
1. Settles disputes between member states only
2. It gives binding decision on legal issues
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of these

Explanation

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) sometimes called the
World Court, is the principal judicial organ of the United
Nations(U.N.). It settles legal disputes submitted by states and
gives advisory opinions on legal issues referred by authorized
UNorgan and specialized agencies. Through its opinions and
rulings, the ICJ also serves as a source of international law.
The ICJ is the successor of the Permanent Court of
International Justice (PCIJ), which was established by the
League of Nations in 1920 and began its first session in 1922.

After the Second World War, both the League and the PCIJ were
dissolved and replaced by the United Nations and ICJ,
respectively. The Statute of the ICJ draws heavily from that of its
predecessor, and the latter's cases remain valid opinio juris. All
members of the U.N. are party to the ICJ Statute.
The ICJ comprises a panel of 15 judges elected by the General
Assembly and Security Council for nine-year terms. It is seated in
the Peace Palace in The Hague, Netherlands, making it the only
principal U.N. organ not located in New York City.[2] Its official
working languages are English and French.

Consider the following question about Permanent Court
of Arbitration (PCA)
1. It is an intergovernmental organization located at The Hague in
the Netherlands.
2. The rulings of PCA are binding but the tribunal has no powers
for enforcement.
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation

The Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) is an
intergovernmental organization located at The Hague in the
Netherlands. The PCA is not a court in the traditional sense
but provides services of arbitral tribunal to resolve disputes
that arise out of international agreements between member
states, international organizations or private parties. The
rulings of PCA are binding but the tribunal has no powers for
enforcement. PCA has no sitting judges, instead parties
themselves select the arbitrators.

The cases span a range of legal issues involving territorial and
Maritime boundary, sovereignty, Human rights international
investment, and international and regional trade. The PCA is
constituted through two separate multilateral conventions with a
combined membership of 121 states. The organization is not a
United Nations agency, but the PCA is an official UN observer.
The Peace Palace was built from 1907 to 1913 for the PCA in The
Hague. In addition, the building houses the Hague Academy of
International Law, Peace Palace Library and the International
Court of Justice.

Rooppur project Sometime seen is news, is related toa) Energy project for Bangladesh By India and Russia
b) Energy project for Nepal by India and China
c) Communication Project for Bangladesh by India and Russia
d) Support for introducing
development for Myanmar

technology

for

sustainable

Explanation
Rooppur project is the first initiative under Indo-Russian deal
to undertake atomic energy projects in Bangladesh. India will
provide personnel training, consultation support and
participate in the construction and erection activity and noncritical materials supply to the site in Bangladesh. India
currently exports 660 MW of electricity, on a daily basis, to
Bangladesh.

Consider the statement given below1. COMCASA is agreement to facilitate interoperability between
militaries and sale of high end technology.
2. India will get access to Combined Enterprise Regional
Information Exchange System (CENTRIXS) through COMCAA
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None

Explanation
COMCASA is one of the four foundational agreements that
the U.S. signs with allies and close partners to facilitate
interoperability between militaries and sale of high end
technology.
COMCASA, an India-specific version of the Communication
and Information on Security Memorandum of Agreement
(CISMOA), comes into force immediately and is valid for a
period 10 years. Both countries will implement this agreement
in a manner that is consistent with the national security
interests of the other.

India will get access to Combined Enterprise Regional
Information Exchange System (CENTRIXS): CENTRIX is the
secure communication system network of the US. Navy ships with
CENTRIXS systems on board can communicate securely with the
U.S. Navy when needed and can benefit from the wider situational
picture of the region as they have a large number of ships and
aircraft deployed.

Consider the following statements with respect to
Indian Ocean Conference (IOC).
1. It is an annual effort to bring together Heads of Governments,
Ministers only.
2. The third edition of Indian Ocean Conference held at Vietnam
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation
Indian Ocean Conference is initiated by India Foundation
along with its partners from Singapore, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh. It is an annual effort to bring together Heads of
States/Governments, Ministers, thought Leaders, scholars,
diplomats, bureaucrats and practitioners from across the
region. Two successful editions of the Conference have been
hosted so far in 2016 and 2017. The third edition of Indian
Ocean Conference is set to begin on August 27 at Hanoi, the
capital of Vietnam.

Consider the statements about Asia-Pacific Institute
for Broadcasting Development (AIBD)
1. UNDP is the founding member of AIBD
2. India has been elected as the President of AIBD for a period of
two years.
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation
About Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development
(AIBD) is a regional inter-governmental organisation
servicing countries of the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN-ESCAP) in the field
of electronic media development. It was established in 1977
under the auspices of UNESCO and the Asia-Pacific
Broadcasting Union (ABU) is a founding organisation of the
Institute and is a non-voting member of the General
Conference. It is hosted by Malaysia and its secretariat is
located in Kuala Lampur.

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), are also founding
organisations of the Institute. Its function is to achieve a vibrant
and cohesive electronic media environment in the Asia-Pacific
region through policy and mobilizing the intellectual and
technological resources available within the national broadcasting
organizations. India has been elected as the President of the AsiaPacific Institute for Broadcasting Development (AIBD) for a
period of two years.

Consider the following about Feminist Foreign Policy
Manual1. Recently, for the first time it was launched by Norway
2. It is a course of action towards those outside national
boundaries that is guided by a commitment to gender equality.
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation

Sweden recently launched foreign policy manual. In Dec. 2014,
Sweden became the first country to adopt a feminist foreign policy.
Led since its inception in 2014, its goals include the promotion of
economic emancipation, fighting sexual violence and improving
women's political participation. Feminist Foreign Policy is a course
of action towards those outside national boundaries that is guided
by a commitment to gender equality. It takes a step outside the
black box approach of traditional foreign policy thinking and its
focus on military force, violence, and domination by offering an
alternate and intersectional rethinking of security from the
viewpoint of the most marginalised.

Consider the following statement about Abu Dhabi
declaration
1. It seeks to encourage stronger relationships between people to
promote coexistence among peoples.
2. It also confront extremism and its negative impacts
3. It was a outcome of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1

c) 1 and 3

b) 1 and 2

d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is the second
largest inter-governmental organization after the United
Nations, established in 1969 with a membership of 57 states
spread over four continents. The Organization is the collective
voice of the Muslim world. Its administrative headquarter is
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. It has permanent delegations to the
United Nations and the European Union. It endeavors to
safeguard and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the
spirit of promoting international Peace and harmony among
various people of the world. 46th Session of CFM of OIC

Theme of the meet: “50 years of Islamic cooperation: The road
map for prosperity and development," .It adopted the “Abu
Dhabi declaration”. “Abu Dhabi declaration”: It was named
“Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living
Together” and it seeks to encourage stronger relationships
between people to promote coexistence among peoples and to
confront extremism and its negative impacts. The OIC refrained
from giving in to Pakistan's demands to include Kashmir issue in
the final declaration.

Consider the following statement about “Golan
Heights”
a) It is 3rd largest waterfall in South America
b) It is a area captured by Israel from Syria
c) It is area disputed between India and china
d) It is largest plateau of the world

Explanation
The Golan Heights are a 1,200 square kilometre plateau on the
Israel-Syria border, which were part of Syria until 1967, when
Israel captured it in Six Day War of 1967. In 1981 Israel passed
a law extending its jurisdiction to Golan Heights, effectively
annexing it. However, UNSC resolution 497, adopted in
December 1981, declared that the Israeli Golan Heights Law
"null and void and without international legal effect" and
further called on Israel to rescind its action. Recently, US
President has officially recognised Israeli sovereignty over the
occupied Golan Heights, seized from Syria in 1967.

Which of the following is not the member of
International North South Transport Corridor1. Kazakhstan
2. Turkmenistan
3. Kyrgyzstan
4. Tajikistan
Choose the correct answer given below
a) 1 and 2

c) 3 only

b) 2 only

d) 4 only

Explanation
International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC) Multi
modal transport corridor signed in 2000 in St. Petersburg
with Iran, Russia and India as founding members. It was
expanded to include 11 new members: Azerbaijan, Armenia,•
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Ukraine,
Belarus, Oman, Bulgaria. It aims to link India and Iran via
the sea route and then through• Iran to the Caspian sea
onwards to Central Asia.

Consider the following statements about Geneva
convention.
1. It forms the basis of modern international humanitarian law,
setting out how soldiers and civilians should be treated during the
war.
2. Conventions have been ratified by all States and are universally
applicable.
3. International Committee of the Red Cross has been mandated
under the Geneva Conventions to ensure the application of
international humanitarian law.

Which of the following statements is/are correct-?
a) 1, 2, 3
b) 1 and 2
c) 1 and 3
d) 2 and 3

Explanation
The Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols form the
basis of modern international humanitarian law, setting out how
soldiers and civilians should be treated during the war. Although
they were adopted in 1949, to take account of the experiences of
the Second World War, the four Geneva Conventions continue to
apply to armed conflicts today. Three additional protocols were
also adopted later on which expanded the rules. The Conventions
have been ratified by all States and are universally applicable.
Any nation that has ratified the Geneva Conventions but not the
protocols is still bound by all provisions of the conventions. The
provisions of the conventions apply in peacetime situations,

in declared wars, and in conflicts that are not recognised
as war by one or more of the parties. They contain
stringent rules to deal with what are known as "grave
breaches". International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) has been mandated under the Geneva
Conventions to ensure the application of international
humanitarian law.

International Committee of Red Cross: Established in 1863, the
ICRC operates worldwide, helping people affected by conflict and
armed violence and promoting the laws that protect victims of
war. It is based in Geneva, Switzerland. International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies was founded in 1919, it
coordinates activities between 190 national Red Cross and red
crescent societies worldwide. Currently 190 are recognized by
International Committee of Red Cross.

Consider the following statement about Ocean
Energy Systems Technology Collaboration Programme
1. It is an intergovernmental collaboration between countries
operates under the framework established by IEA.
2. India is not a member of the program
Choose the correct answer given below
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation
Ocean Energy Systems Technology Collaboration Programme is an
intergovernmental collaboration between countries operates under
the framework established by IEA. India became an associate
member due to which India would have access to advanced research
and development teams, technologies and data in the area of ocean
energy across the world. Advanced Motor Fuels Technology
Collaboration Programme under IEA is an international platform
for co-operation among countries to promote cleaner and more
energy efficient fuels & vehicle technologies. Union Cabinet has
recently approved India’s membership in this programme.

Which of the following is not the member of
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
a) Angola
b) Congo
c) Nigeria
d) Chad

Explanation
It is an intergovernmental organization of 14 nations to coordinate
and unify their petroleum policies and ensure the stabilization of oil
markets, in order to have regular supply of petroleum to consumers,
a steady income to producers, and a fair return on capital for those
investing in the petroleum industry. HQ – Vienna
Members - Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Venezuela Libya, UAE,
Algeria, Nigeria, Gabon, Angola, Equatorial Guinea and Congo.
Qatar announced its termination of its membership from January
2019. Russia is not a member of OPEC.

Consider the following
International Seabed Authority (ISA)

statements

about

1. It extended India’s exclusive rights to explore polymetallic
nodules from seabed in Central Indian Ocean Basin (CIOB)
2. India is the first country to do this.
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Consider the following
International Seabed Authority (ISA)

statements

about

1. It extended India’s exclusive rights to explore polymetallic
nodules from seabed in Central Indian Ocean Basin (CIOB)
2. India is the first country to do this.
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation
International Seabed Authority (Hq. - Kingston, Jamaica.) is an
intergovernmental body established by the Law of the Sea
Convention to organize, regulate and control all mineral-related
activities in the international seabed area beyond the limits of
national jurisdiction. It helps in achieving Sustainable
Development Goal 14 “Conserve and sustainably use the oceans,
seas and marine resources”. UNCLOS defines the international
seabed area as “the seabed and ocean floor and the subsoil
thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction”. It has
obtained its observer status in the United Nations. India was reelected as a member of the Council of ISA (2017-2020).

India’s exclusive rights to explore polymetallic nodules from
seabed in Central Indian Ocean Basin have been extended by 5
years. India is implementing a programme on exploration of
Polymetallic nodules through the Ministry of Earth Sciences.

Consider the following statements Nuclear Supplier
Group
1. It is a voluntary, non-legally binding export control regime
2. It seek to contribute to the non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons
Choose the correct answer given belowa) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation
Nuclear Supplier Group is a voluntary, non-legally binding export
control regime. Originally called “London Club”, it was founded
in response to the Indian nuclear test in 1974. It is a group of
nuclear supplier countries that seeks to contribute to the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons through the implementation of
two sets of Guidelines for nuclear exports and nuclear-related
exports. It has 48 members with European Commission and the
Chair of Zangger Committee as observers. After India U.S Civil
Nuclear Agreement, India has been trying to become a member.
But its membership has been blocked by China.

Consider the following statements.
• Assertion (A): A sitting Governor of any state and a minister of
any
state are not qualified to contest Presidential elections.
• Reason (R): They are deemed to hold office of profit.
• Choose the correct response given belowa) A is correct, and R is an appropriate explanation of A.
b) A is correct, but R is not an appropriate explanation of A.
c) A is correct, but R is incorrect.
d) Both A and R are incorrect.

Explanation
The qualification of the President’s office is that he should not
hold any office of profit under the Union government or any state
government or any local authority or any other public authority.
However, a sitting President or Vice-President of the Union, the
Governor of any state and a minister of the Union or any state is
not deemed to hold any office of profit and hence qualified as a
presidential candidate. An office is called an office of profit if it
carries some remuneration, financial advantage, benefit and
other advantages.

The Constitution of India provides for separation of powers
between executive and legislature, where the executive are
responsible for implementing key decisions, policies, law and
utilize public money, whereas legislature provides the manner in
which the executive exercises authority.
The constitution lays down that legislators would be disqualified
for being chosen as, and for being, a member of the legislature if
they were to hold any office of profit under the government other
than an office declared by the legislature by law not to disqualify
its holder.

Consider the following provisions to safeguard and
ensure the independent and impartial functioning of the Supreme
Court?
1. The judges of the Supreme Court are provided with the
Security of Tenure.
2. Their service conditions cannot be changed to their
disadvantage after their appointment even during a financial
emergency.
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) 1 only

c) Both 1 and 2

b) 2 only

d) None of the above

Explanation
option 1: They can be removed from office by the President only
in the manner and on the grounds mentioned in the Constitution.
This means that they do not hold their office during the pleasure
of the President, though they are appointed by him.

Option 2: While it cannot be changed during normal
circumstances, it can be changed during a financial emergency.
So, 2 is wrong. The salaries, allowances, privileges, leave and
pension of the judges of the Supreme Court are determined from
time to time by the Parliament.

Option 3: They can be discussed, but they are nonvotable. They are expenses Charged on Consolidated
Fund of India.

Consider the statements with respect to the
difference in the electoral college of the Vice- President and the
President of India?
1. Both the houses take part in the election of President, unlike
the Vice-President who is elected by the Rajya Sabha alone.
2. State legislative assemblies do not take part in the election of
the Vice-President, unlike that of the President.
Choose the correct answer given belowa) 1 only

c) Both 1 and 2

b) 2 only

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation
Option 1: The Vice-President, like the president, is elected not
directly by the people but by the method of indirect election. He is
elected by the members of an electoral college consisting of the
members of both Houses of Parliament.

Option 2: His electoral college is different from the Electoral
College for the election of the President in the following two
respects:

 It consists of both elected and nominated members of the
Parliament (in the case of president, only elected members).
 It does not include the members of the state legislative
assemblies (in the case of President, the elected members of the
state legislative assemblies are included).

Consider the following statements.
1. Linguistic minorities in India are determined on a state-wise
basis.
2. Religious Minorities in India must be determined on national
basis only.
Choose the correct answer given belowa) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation
Linguistic minority is a group of people whose mother tongue is
different from that of the majority in the state or part of a state.
Thus, the linguistic minorities are determined on a statewise
basis. The same is applicable for religious minorities as well.

• In the 2002 judgment, in T.M.A. Pai Foundation & Others vs.
the State of Karnataka and Ors, the Supreme Court
deliberated on the various contentions that the Centre, State,
or a particular region within a State may be considered as the
basic unit for protection of the right of minorities.

• The Court has set out the principle that minority status should
be determined in relation to the population of the State and not
to India as a whole.
• It ruled that as the reorganisation of the States in India had
been effected on linguistic lines, for the purpose of determining
a minority, the unit would be the State and not the whole of
India.
• Thus, religious and linguistic minorities, who have been placed
on a par in Article 30, have to be considered in terms of the
State concerned.

Aral Sea is located between:
a) Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan
b) Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan
c) Uzbekistan and Tajikistan
d) Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan

Explanation
Aral Sea is located between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan

Consider the following statements about Toda Tribes
in India
1. They are pastoral nomads
2. Practice polygamy
3. Situated in Nilgiri of Tamil nadu and Kurnool district of
Karnataka.
Which of the following statement is/are correct?
a) 1, 2 and 3 only

c) 2 and 3 only

b) 1 and 2 only

d) 1 and 3

Explanation
Todas are a small tribe in the Nilgiris of Tamil nadu and
Kurnool District of Karnataka. They are a classical example of
pastoral nomadism. The 'Toda' is derived from the word
'Tandra' which is sacred tree for them. They practice fraternal
polyandry. Their society is patriarchal but the women are highly
respected.

Consider the following statements about Van Allen
belts.
1. The belt lies between mesosphere and stratosphere
2. Particles coming from Solar winds and cosmic rays contribute
in the formation of these belts.
3. It is a layer of energetic charged particles held around earth
due to earth’s gravitational field.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 only

b) 3 only

d) 1 and 3 only

Explanation
The term Van Allen belts refers specifically to the radiation belts
surrounding Earth however, similar radiation belts have been
discovered around other planets. A radiation belt is a layer of
energetic charged particles that is held in place around a
magnetized planet, such as the Earth, by the planet's magnetic
field not earth’s gravitational field. The Earth has two such belts
and sometimes others may be temporarily created. Most of the
particles that form the belts are thought to come from solar wind
and other particles by cosmic rays. The belts are located in the
inner region of the Earth's magnetosphere.

By trapping the solar wind, the magnetic field deflects those
energetic particles and protects the Earth's atmosphere from
destruction. Earth's two main belts extend from an altitude of
about 1,000 to 60,000 km above the surface in which region
radiation levels vary. It does not lies between mesosphere and
stratosphere.

Consider the following statements about Ocean
Cleanup Project.
1. It is started in the Indian Ocean region
2. It develop advance technologies to rid of the world’s Ocean
plastic
3. It is directed at cleaning the Great Pacific Garbage Patch
In the context of the above, which of these is correct?
c) 1 and 3 only
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3 only

Explanation
Ocean Cleanup project is started in the Pacific Ocean region and
it develops advance technologies to rid of the world’s Ocean
plastic. It is directed at cleaning the Great Pacific Garbage Patch
(GPGP) which is zone between Hawaii and California. About 1.8
trillion pieces of plastic floats the surface of the GPGW

Which of these nations lie between Tropic of
Capricorn and Equator?
1. Israel
2. Venezuela
3. Thailand
4. Oman
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
c) 2 only
a) 2 and 3 only
b) 1 and 4 only

d) None of the above

Explanation
All these nations lie between tropic of cancer and equator.
Further, Venezuela is in the northernmost region of Latin
America. ASEAN nations largely lie above equator.

National Disaster Risk Index is released bya) UNEP
b) WMO
c) UNDP
d) WWF

Explanation

National Disaster Risk Index is released by UNDP

Consider the following statements about the
Country's first Bio-fortified Sorghum.
1. It has got higher iron and zinc content.
2. It is developed by ICRISAT under the Sorghum Biofortification Project, “Harvest Plus”.
Choose the correct code given below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

About the Bio-fortified Sorghum has got higher iron and zinc
content. It is developed by ICRISAT under the Sorghum Biofortification Project, “Harvest Plus”. The new variety has an
average grain Fe concentration of 45 ppm and Zn 32 ppm. This
is higher than the traditional varieties with 30 ppm and 20 ppm
respectively. It also has higher protein and low phytate content.
The phytate content will be 4 mg per 100 gms against 7 mg per
100 gms in most sorghum cultivators. Low-phytate means
increased bioavailability of nutrients.

The Horn of Africa denotes the region containing the
countries ofa) Tunisia, Morocco, Namibia and Botswana
b) Nigeria, Mali, Somalia, Algeria and Senegal
c) Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia
d) Libya, Egypt, Niger and Chad

Explanation
The Horn of Africa just hundreds of kilometers into the Arabian
Sea and Indian Ocean, lying along the southern side of the Gulf of
Aden. The area is the easternmost projection of the African
continent. Piracy off the coast of Somalia has been a threat to
international shipping since the second phase of the Somali Civil
War in the early 21st century. The Horn of Africa is almost
equidistant from the equator and the Tropic of Cancer. The
lowlands of the Horn are generally arid in spite of their proximity
to the equator. This is because the winds of the tropical monsoons
that give seasonal rains to the Sahel and the Sudan blow from the
west.

Taiwan Strait’ connects which of the following?
1. East China Sea
2. South China Sea
3. Philippines Sea
4. Yellow Sea
Select the correct code:
a) 1 and 2
b) 2 and 3
c) 1 and 3
d) 1 and 4

Explanation

Considered the following options regarding the
Surabaya’ it is a port city ofa) Java
b) Borneo
c) Sulawesi
d) Flores

Explanation

Surabaya is a port city on the Indonesian island of Java. It is the
capital of East Java province in Indonesia.

Consider the following statements with respect to ‘Tall
Ship Sail-Together’ Expedition.
1. The event which was organised by the Indian Navy as a part of
10th anniversary
2. It was attended by chiefs from navies and delegates from 26
countries
Choose the correct answer given below
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

The ‘Tall Ship Sail-together’ expedition was flagged off from
naval base, Kochi. The event which was organised by the the
Indian Navy as part of the 10th Anniversary celebrations of
IONS, was attended by chiefs from navies and delegates from 26
countries participating in the 10th anniversary commemorative
activities besides a large gathering of Indian naval personnel. It
will retrace the trade links that existed between the erstwhile
Malabar Coast and the Persian Gulf.

Consider the following statements regarding UDAN
scheme1) It is a connectivity scheme under Ministry of Civil Aviation
2) To provide common citizens cheap access to aviation services
government is providing subsidies to passengers direct in their
Bank accounts for air ticket fares
Which of the above statement/s is/are correct?
a) 1 only

c) Both 1 and 2

b) 2 only

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

1st statement is correct, whereas in second statement ‘providing
subsidies to passengers’ is wrong as it was decided that Airlines
will be provided subsidy by both the Centre and States to put a
ceiling on airfares for 200-800 km air travel.

Consider the following statements regarding Semiclosed system Prepaid Payment Instruments (PPIs):
1. These PPIs can only be issued by banks
2. These instruments do not permit cash withdrawal
Choose the correct statement from the codes below:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Semi-closed system PPIs are issued by banks (approved by RBI)
and non-banks (authorized by RBI) for purchase of goods and
services, including financial services, remittance facilities, etc.
These instruments do not permit cash withdrawal, irrespective
of whether they are issued by banks or non-banks.

Which of the following statements regarding Gaza
Strip is wrong?
a) Gaza, is a self-governing Palestinian territory
b) It is a bordering Egypt and Israel
c) It is a completely landlocked
d) Sunni Muslims make up the predominant part in population

Explanation

It is not land locked as it is on the eastern coast of the
Mediterranean Sea, bordering Egypt on the southwest for 11
kilometers and Israel on the east and north along a 51 km
border.

C5a protein was recently in news. Choose the correct
statement:
a) This is a small protein which was isolated from milk of
Echidna
b) This is a small inactive protein that is a part of Innate
immunity.
c) These are heavy protein bound to the ribosomes
d) None of them are correct.

Explanation

C5a is a small protein that is a part of the innate immunity
(immediate defence against pathogens that have never been
encountered before) gets activated when a pathogen enters the
body.

Consider the following statements with reference to
‘La Niña’:
1. It large-scale ocean-atmosphere climate interaction linked to a
periodic warming in sea surface temperatures western pacific
region.
2. During this, winter temperatures are warmer than normal in
the Southeast and cooler than normal in the Northwest.
Which among the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only

c) Both 1 and 2

b) 2 Only

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

La Niña represent periods of below-average sea surface
temperatures across the east-central Equatorial Pacific. Global
climate La Niña impacts tend to be opposite those of El Niño
impacts.
During a La Niña year, winter temperatures are warmer than
nor mal in the Southeast and cooler than normal in the
Northwest.

Which of the following countries is not a participant
in China’s Belt and road initiative?
a) Turkmenistan
b) Somalia
c) Russia
d) South Korea

Explanation

La Niña represent periods of below-average sea surface
temperatures across the east-central Equatorial Pacific. Global
climate La Niña impacts tend to be opposite those of El Niño
impacts.
During a La Niña year, winter temperatures are warmer than
nor mal in the Southeast and cooler than normal in the
Northwest.

Recently, researchers have identified microorganisms in the Pacific Ocean that breathe on?
a) Phosgene
b) Chlorine
c) Nitrogen dioxide
d) Arsenic

Explanation

Recently, researchers have identified micro-organisms in the
Pacific Ocean that breathe arsenic. In the study, the team
analyzed DNA from the seawater, noting two pathways to gain
energy from arsenic-based molecules.

With reference to the record GST inflow in April 2019,
consider the following statements:
1. Higher GST collection means less pressure on the Centre to cover
its fiscal deficit.
2. Tax rate cuts by GST council might spur higher volumes for some
goods and services
Which of the above statement/s is are wrong?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both of them
d) None of them

Explanation

Both statements are correct. 1st statement is correct as
according to experts healthier GST collections, if sustained, will
also mean less pressure on the Centre to cover its fiscal deficit.
2nd statement is also right as despite a decrease in the total
number of GSTR-3B returns filed by businesses in April there
was an increase in Tax collection so, it could be argued that tax
rate cuts by the GST Council in December too may have spurred
higher volumes for some goods and services.

Consider the following statements regarding Grizzled
Giant Squirrel:
1. They are usually known to nest in the Western Ghats in Southern
India.
2. It is an endangered species listed under Schedule I of the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972.
Which of the above given statement/s is/are wrong?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Grizzled giant squirrels are endangered species listed under
Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.The grizzled giant
squirrel is usually known to nest in the Western Ghats in
Southern India ranging from Chinnar Wildlife sanctuary in
Kerala to Anamalai Tiger Reserve and Palani hills in Tamil
Nadu. Owing to habitat loss and poaching, the species has been
categorised as near threatened by the Red List and listed under
Schedule II of CITES.
Recently, they were sighted at Pakkamalai Reserve Forests near
Gingee in the Eastern Ghats.

When you Start moving towards south from Rajaji
Tiger reserve which of the following tiger reserves will you visit
first?
a) Sariska Tiger reserve
b) Anamalai Tiger Reserve
c) Satpura Tiger Reserve
d) Bhadra Tiger Reserve

Explanation

The correct sequence of Tiger
reserves when moving towards south
from Rajaji Tiger reserve is –Sariska
Tiger ReserveSatpura
Tiger
Reserve- Bhadra Tiger ReserveAnamalai Tiger Reserve.

With reference to World Customs Organization
(WCO), consider the following statements –
1. WCO is an intergovernmental organization headquartered in
Geneva, Switzerland.
2. The WCO is the only international organization with competence
in Customs matters.
Which of the above given statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

The
World
Customs
Organization
(WCO)
is
an
intergovernmental organization headquartered in Brussels,
Belgium. WCO represents 183 Customs administrations across
the globe that collectively process approximately 98% of world
trade. The WCO’s primary objective is to enhance the efficiency
and effectiveness of member customs administrations. As the
global centre of Customs expertise, the WCO is the only
international organization with competence in Customs matters
and can rightly call itself the voice of the international Customs
community.

Consider the following statements:
1. The Fall Armyworm (FAW) is an insect that is native to
America
2. It mainly causes damage to Maize crops in its larval stage.
Choose the correct statement from the codes below:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Fall Armyworm (FAW) is an insect indigenous to the America.
In the larval stage, the insect causes damage to crops, feeding on
more than 80 plant species.

Consider the following statements regarding
Pattachitra paintings:
1. It is cloth-based scroll painting, originally belong to Rajasthan
2. Most of these paintings depict stories of Hindu deities.
3. The Pattachitra has a Geographical Indication Tag.
Which of the above given statements are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation

Pattachitra is a general term for
traditional,
cloth-based
scroll
painting, based in the eastern
Indian state, Odisha. In the
Sanskrit language, “Patta” literally
means “cloth” and “Chitra” means
“picture”. Most of these paintings
depict stories of Hindu deities. The
Pattachitras are known for its
intricate designs and was given the
GI tag in 2008.

Consider the Following statements:
1. Nine Degree Channel separates Minicoy Island from rest of
Lakshadweep
2. Eight Degree Channel separates entire group of Lakshadweep
Islands from Maldives
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Self-explanatory

With reference to Brasilia Declaration, consider the
following statements:
1. It was an High level conference hosted by Government of
Brazil and Co-Sponsored by WHO on Road safety
2. Reducing the number of global deaths and injuries from Road
accidents is listed in Sustainable Development Goals
3. India became signatory to this declaration committing to
reduce 20% of its road crash deaths by 2025.
Which of the above given statements are correct?
c) 1 and 3 only
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation

In 2015, India became a signatory to Brasilia Declaration on
Road Safety, where it committed to reduce 50% of its road crash
deaths by 2020

Montevideo mechanism was recently seen in news is
associated with:
a) US-China trade war
b) Satellite launch
c) Venezuelan crisis
d) Insecticides

Explanation

The Montevideo Mechanism was activated in Uruguay, with the
intention of promoting dialogue among the political sectors in
Venezuela. This Mechanism is conciliatory diplomacy to bring
the disputing parties closer together, avoid conflict and violence,
is guided by the principles of non-intervention, legal equality of
the States, peaceful solution of the controversies, respect for
human rights and self-determination.

Consider the following statements regarding
Archaeological survey of India (ASI):
1. ASI functions under the Ministry of Tourism and Culture.
2. It is the premier organization for the archaeological researches
and protection of the cultural heritage of the nation
3.

Founded in 1861, Cunningham was appointed as the first
Archaeological Surveyor of ASI.

Which of the above given statements is/are wrong?
a) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 and 3 only

b) 3 only

d) None of the above

Explanation

Self explanatory

Which of the following places are treated as Critical
Vulnerable Coastal Areas identified under Environment
protection Act, 1986:
1. Gulf of Mannar
2. Gulf of Khambat
3. Gulf of Kutchh
4. Achra- Ratnagiri
5. East Godavari

Choose the correct answer from the codes below:
a) 1,3,4,5 only
b) 2,4,5 only
c) 1,3 only
d) 1,2,3,4 and 5

Explanation

All of them are treated as Critical Vulnerable Coastal Areas
identified under Environment protection Act, 1986.
Govt of India issued a notification in he year 1991, under
Environment Protectiion act in 1986, declaring coastal stretches
as coastal regulation zone (CRZ) and regulating activities in
CRZ by Ministry of Environment and forest. These Zones covers
an area of 7,500 km long coastal stretch of India.

Recently India and china have signed a protocol for
Export of Chilli Meal. with reference to this consider the following
statements:
1. Chilli meal is the residue left after oil is extracted from chillies.
2. China is the largest exporter of Chilli in the world.
3. In India, Rajasthan is largest producer of Red Chilli.
Which of the above statement/s is are wrong?
a) 1 only

c) 1 and 3 only

b) 2 and 3 only

d) None of the above

Explanation

Chilli meal is the residue left after oil is extracted from chillies, it
is widely used as an industry input in manufacturing chilli sauce
and other similar products.
China has become one of the major buyers over the last few
years. India is the world’s largest producer, consumer and
exporter of chillies.
Red Chillies are majorly produced in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh

Polavaram project was recently seen in news,
consider the following statements regarding this:
1. It is an under construction multipurpose irrigation project
2. The project started in 2004 on Krishna river
Which of the above given statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Polavaram Project is a multi-purpose irrigation project. The
dam across the Godavari River is under construction located in
West Godavari District and East Godavari District in Andhra
Pradesh state. Its construction began in 2004.

Consider the following statement regarding Double
Asteroid Redirection Test (DART)
1. DART is a planetary defence technique developed by NASA.
2. It aims to save our Earth from Asteroid collision by destroying
it with the help of huge space missiles.
Which of the above given statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 2 both
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

DART is a planetary defence technique developed by NASA.Its
objective is to save the planet from Asteroid collision by
changing its motion in space.
The spacecraft will be crashing itself into the asteroid at a speed
of approximately 6 km/s. The collision will change the speed of
the asteroid in its orbit around the main body by a fraction of
one percent.

With reference to the recently held 14th conference
of parties of Basel convention, consider the following statements:
1. It was held in Geneva, Switzerland
2. It discusses the control of trans-boundary movements of
hazardous wastes and their disposal.
Which of the above given statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 2 both
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

The 14th conference of parties of Basel convention was recently
held in Geneva, Switzerland.
It is held jointly and back-to-back with Rotterdam Convention
COP 9 and Stockholm Convention on COP 9. It will discuss the
control of trans-boundary movements of hazardous wastes and
their disposal.

With reference to Chilika Lake which of the
following statements is/are true?
1. It is second largest brackish water lake in the world.
2. The Irrawaddy dolphin is the flagship species of Chilika Lake
3. In 1981, Chilika Lake was designated the first Indian wetland
of international importance under the Ramsar Convention.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
c) 1 and 3 only
a) 1 only
b) 2 only

d) 2 and 3 only

Explanation

Statement 1 is wrong because Chilika Lake is Asia’s largest
brackish water lake. It is the second largest coastal lagoon in the
world.
In 1981, Chilika Lake was designated the first Indian wetland of
international importance under the Ramsar Convention. The
Irrawaddy dolphin is the flagship species of Chilika Lake.

Recently Supreme Court upheld the law that grants
reservation in promotion and consequential seniority Government
services in Karnataka. With reference to this, consider the
following statements:
1. Consequential seniority means seniority with effect from the
date of appointment for a certain post.
2. It means that the seniority attained due to some consequences
will be retained, no matter what.
3. The concept of creamy layer has no relevance to the grant of
consequential seniority.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 3 only
b) 2 & 3 only
c) 1 only
d) None of the above

Explanation

Statement 1 is wrong because Consequential seniority means
seniority with effect from the date of promotion in a promoted
cadre and not from the date of appointment for a certain govt.
job. For Example, even if a general category person A is senior
due to his/her appointment date, another junior B who belongs
to SC/STs may get promoted for higher level due to reservation
in promotion. ‘Consequential Seniority’ means that even if in
later times A gets promoted to the same level as of B, A will not
regain his/her seniority and B will now be considered senior to A
within promoted Level. Other two statements are correct.

Consider the following statements regarding
Chandrayaan-2:
1. It has 2 modules – A lander named Pragya & and a Rover
named Vikram
2. Rover is used mostly for ex-situ experiments
Which of the above statement is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Chandrayaan II is India’s second lunar mission after
Chandrayaan I. It has three modules -Orbiter. Lander named
Vikram after scientist Vikram Sarabhai and Rover named
Pragya. The Pragya Rover will be used mostly for in-situ
experiments.
The mission is attempting to soft-land on the moon’s surface at a
latitude of about 70° south, that would be on a high plain in
between 2 craters. If successful, this would be the first mission to
land near the lunar south pole.
•

With reference to filling of vacancies of Judges in
Supreme Court of India, consider the following statements:
1. Whenever such vacancy is expected to arise in The Supreme
Court, the Chief Justice of India will initiate proposal.
2. The recommendation will be forwarded to the to the Union
Minister of Law, Justice and Company Affairs to fill up the
vacancy.
3. The Judges are appointed by The Chief Justice of India and
four senior most judges of the Supreme Court.

Which of the above statement is/are correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 2 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation

Statement 1 and 2 are correct Third statement is wrong because
The Chief Justice of India and the Judges of the Supreme Court
are appointed by the President under clause (2) of Article 124 of
the Constitution. The CJI and the collegium recommends the
name of judges to be appointed.

The Persian Gulf touches the boundary of which of
the following countries?
1. Kuwait
2. Iran
3. Jordan
4. Azerbaijan
5. United Arab Emirates
6. Yemen

Choose the correct option below:
a) 2, 3 and 5 only
b) 1,2 and 5 only
c) 3, 4 and 6 only
d) 1,2,4 and 6 only

Explanation

Consider the following statements regarding
Competition Commission of India (CCI):
1. It is a Constitutional body responsible for enforcing the
competition Act ,2002
2. CCI consists of a Chairperson and 4 Members appointed by
the Central Government.
3. It is required to give an opinion on competition issues on a
reference received from a statutory authority established
under any law

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 & 2 only
b) 2 & 3 only
c) 1 only
d) None of the above

Explanation

Competition Commission of India is a statutory body of the
Government of India responsible for enforcing The Competition
Act, 2002 throughout India and to prevent activities that have an
appreciable adverse effect on competition in India. CCI consists
of a Chairperson and 6 Members appointed by the Central
Government.

India will be hosting a World Trade Organization
(WTO) Ministerial meeting of developing countries in New Delhi. Six
least developed countries (LDC) are going to be a part of it. Which of
the following criteria’s is/are used by Committee of Development
Policy (CDP) to identify LDCs
1. Gross National Income (GNI) per capita
2. Human Assets Index (HAI)
3. Economic Vulnerability Index (EVI)
Choose the correct option from the codes below:
c) 1 and 3 only
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only

d) 1,2 & 3

Explanation
Currently there are 47
countries designated as LDCs
by United Nations (UN). The
LDC status is reviewed every
three years by Committee for
Development CDP). CDP uses
three criteria to identify LDCs
– Gross National Income
(GNI) per capita, Human
Assets
Index
(HAI)
&
Economic Vulnerability Index
(EVI).

Which of the following institutions are eligible to sign
inter-creditor agreement in India?
1. Public sector banks
2. Private sector banks
3. Foreign banks
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above

Explanation

• An Inter creditor Agreement, commonly referred to as an
inter creditor deed, is a document signed between two or more
creditors, stipulating in advance how their competing interests
are resolved and how to work in tandem in service to their
mutual borrower. A group of banks, including public sector,
private sector and foreign banks, signed an inter-creditor
agreement last year to push for the speedy resolution of nonperforming loans on their balance sheets.
• According to the agreement, a majority representing twothirds of the loans within a consortium of lenders should now be

sufficient to override any objection to the resolution process
coming from dissenting lenders. Minority lenders who suspect
they are being short-changed by other lenders can now either sell
their assets at a discount to a willing buyer or buy out loans from
other lenders at a premium.
• The inter-creditor agreement is aimed at the resolution of loan
accounts with a size of ₹50 crore and above that are under the
control of a group of lenders. It is part of the “Sashakt” plan
approved by the government to address the problem of resolving
bad loans. Thus all the options are correct.

Which of the following statements is/are true?
1. The number of EPFO subscribers have been increasing in past
few months.
2. This is clear cut indication of rise in formal employment in
India.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation

• The subscriber base of the Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO), the government-run retirement fund
manager, has swelled by over 20%—thanks to an amnesty
scheme it unveiled in 2018.
• But with the rise in number of EPFO subscribers, it can’t be
said that formal employment is necessarily rising. It can be due
to other reasons as well.

Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Paddy and wheat farmers can depend on the Food Corporation
of India (FCI) to procure their crops at the MSP rates
2. NAFED is responsible for the procurement of oilseed and pulses
under the current Central price support scheme.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation

• FCI, the nodal central agency of Government of India, along
with other State Agencies undertakes procurement of wheat
and paddy under price support scheme . FCI, the nodal
central agency of Government of India, along with other State
Agencies undertakes procurement of wheat and paddy under
price support scheme . Thus statement 1 is correct.
• Coarse grains are procured by State Government Agencies for
Central Pool as per the direction issued by Government of
India on time to time. Thus statement 2 is correct.

Which of the following statements is/are correct about
the telecom sector in India?
1. India has more mobile subscribers than the total population of
U.S.A.
2. India has maximum allocated spectrum in the world.
3. Cost of spectrum per capita GDP is cheapest in India.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 only

c) 3 only

b) 2 only

d) None of the above

Explanation

• India has more mobile subscribers than the total population
of U.S.A. Thus statement 1 is correct.
• Despite several e-auctions over the last eight years, spectrum
allocation for commercial services in India continues to be very
low when compared to other nations. For example, India has
only 185 MHz of spectrum allocated to industry for mobile use,
far behind the 369 MHz in the United States and 271 MHz in
China. Thus statement 2 is incorrect.

• Operator-wise allocation is also amongst the lowest, so much so
that the largest operator in India, Idea Vodafone Ltd., formed
recently after the merger, has about 40% lower spectrum as
compared to the global average of about 70 MHz. The above
situation of inadequate allocation leads to extremely intense
spectrum utilisation in India, with subscribers per MHz of
spectrum being one of the highest in the world. Thus statement 3
is incorrect.

Which of the following statements is/are true about
the stunting problem in India?
1. India accounts for more than 50% of the world’s stunted
children.
2. Levels of stunting have deteriorated in the country from 38%
in 2006 to 48% in 2016.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 1 only

c) Both 1 and 2

b) 2 only

d) None of the above

Explanation

• India accounts for approximately a third of the world’s
stunted children at 63 million (not 50%). The levels have
improved in the country from 48% in 2006 to 38.4% in 2016.
Thus statement 1 and 2 are incorrect.
• Two in five children below the age of five in India are stunted
due to severe undernourishment, a global report has said,
highlighting a stubborn problem in child health, which
otherwise has shown improvement in India. Stunted children’s
growth and development is impaired. Such children are
vulnerable to repeated infections that can also effect brain

development, which can create learning problems. The World
Health Organisation defines it as a very low weight for height,
visible severe wasting or the presence of nutritional oedema
(swelling).

Which of the following clearly defines Economic
Holding?
a) It is a ‘plough unit’ which is neither less nor more for an
average size family to cultivate it properly.
b) Maximum size of the holding which must be possessed and
owned by a family.
c) It is that holding which ensures a minimum satisfactory
standard of living in a family.
d) None of the above

Explanation

Economic holding is that holding which ensures a minimum
satisfactory standard of living in a family. In other words,
economic holding is a minimum essential area for profitable
agriculture.

Which of the following is/are the correct differences
between the Essential Commodities Act, 1955 (EC Act) and the
APMC Act?
1. The APMC Act can control production, supply and distribution
of certain commodities whereas EC Act on the other hand,
controls only the first sale of the agricultural produce.
2. APMC Act covers the food stuffs but EC Act also covers drugs,
fertilisers, textiles and coal.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
c) Both 1 and 2
a) 1 only
b) 2 only

d) None of the above

Explanation
• The scope of the Essential Commodities Act, 1955 (EC Act) is
much broader than the APMC Act. It empowers the central and
state governments concurrently to control production, supply and
distribution of certain commodities, including pricing, stockholding and the period for which the stocks can be kept and to
impose duties. The APMC Act on the other hand, controls only the
first sale of the agricultural produce. Hence statement 1 is
incorrect.
• Apart from food-stuffs which are covered under the APMC Act,
the commodities covered under the EC Act generally are: drugs,
fertilisers, textiles and coal. Hence statement 2 is incorrect.

Consider the following statements about the ‘ease of
doing business report’.
1. It measures regulations affecting 10 areas of the life of a
business.
2. It is a biennial publication of the World Bank group.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation

• Doing Business report, an annual publication (since 2004) of
the World Bank Group ranks the countries of the world on the
basis of their ‘regulations that enhance business activity and
those that constrain it’. Hence statement 2 is incorrect.
• Popularly known as the ‘ease of doing business report’, it
measures regulations affecting 11 areas of the life of a business.
Hence statement 2 is incorrect

Which of the following statements is/are correct
regarding Marine Protected Area (MPA)?
1. MPA is an area in ocean where human activities are strictly
regulated than the surrounding areas.
2. India has only three Marine protected Area.
3. Gulf of Mannar National Park is a Marine protected Area
Which of the above given statements are correct?
c) 1 and 2 only
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation

A Marine Protected Area is a zone in the ocean or littoral area
where anthropogenic activities are regulated more strictly than
the surrounding waters. These places are given special
protections for marine wildlife by the national, regional, state
and local authorities.

Which of the following countries are part of Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action?
a) Iran, US & China
b) France, Iran and Russia
c) Germany, U.S. & Iran
d) All of the above

Explanation

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) is an international
agreement on the nuclear program of Iran reached in Vienna on
14 July 2015 between Iran, the P5+1 (the five permanent
members of the United Nations Security Council—China,
France, Russia, United Kingdom, United States—plus
Germany), and the European Union.

Consider the following statements below:
1. MCA -21 is a Mission Mode Project under the Government of
India’s National e-Governance plan
2. It is a pioneering program being the first mission mode egovernance project being undertaken in the country.
3. MCA21 is envisioned to provide anytime and anywhere
services to small farmers in rural areas.
Which of the above given statements are correct?
c) 2 and 3 only
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only

d) 1,2 and 3

Explanation

3rd statement is wrong as MCA 21 is envisioned to provide
anytime and anywhere service to Businesses by Ministry of
Corporate affairs

Recently, The Union Environment Ministry has
embarked on a project to create DNA profiles of all rhinos with
reference to this, consider the following statements:
1. If the project becomes successful the Indian rhino could be the
first wild animal species in India to have all its members DNAsequenced.
2. In India, one horned Rhinoceros are found only in Assam’s
Kaziranga National Park.
3. The Indian rhinoceros is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red
List.

Which of the above given statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 3
c) 2 only
d) None of the above.

Explanation

2nd statement is wrong as outside Kaziranga, there are about
200 rhinos in West Bengal, 40 in Uttar Pradesh and 1 in Bihar.

Consider the following statements:
1. Kolam tribes originally belong to Karnataka.
2. They are also designated scheduled Tribes in Andhra Pradesh
& Chhattisgarh
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Statement 1 is wrong. Kolams does not belong to Karnataka but
are a designated Scheduled Tribe in the Indian states of Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.

Recently, Odisha Chief Minister has demanded
special category status from the Centre. Based on which the
following features, a state can be granted special category status?
1. Hilly and difficult terrain
2. Low population density
3. Presence of a sizeable tribal population
4. Strategic location along international borders
5. Economic and infrastructural backwardness

Choose the correct answer from the options given below:
a) 1,2, and 5 only
b) 2 and 5 only
c) 1,3 ,4 and 5 only
d) 1,2,3,4 and 5

Explanation

Some of the features required for special status are: (i) hilly and
difficult terrain; (ii) low population density or sizeable share of
tribal population; (iii) strategic location along borders with
neighboring countries; (iv) economic and infrastructural
backwardness; and (v) non-viable nature of state finances.

Consider the following statements regarding The
Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA):
1. FCRA prohibits any of the Indian associations or an NGOs to
borrow foreign funds through Bonds.
2. The Union Home Ministry has power to cancel FCRA licenses.
Which of the above given statement(s) is/are wrong?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

1st statement is wrong as The Foreign Contribution Regulation
Act (FCRA) enables an association or an NGO to receive foreign
funds, and they have to mandatorily register under it to receive
such funds.

Consider the following statements:
1. Water hyacinth is a highly invasive weed
2. If present in massive number they can deplete the level of
oxygen in water.
3. Presence of water
evapotranspiration.

hyacinth

also

negatively

Which of the above given statement is/are true?
c) 1 and 2 only
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only

d) 1,2 and 3

impact

Explanation

3rd statement is wrong because Water Hyacinth causes
enormously increase evapotranspiration creating negative
impact on water balance in the region. “Evapotranspiration” is
the process by which water is transferred from the land to the
atmosphere by evaporation from the soil and other surfaces and
by transpiration from plants.

Consider the following statements regarding
‘Herbivore Census’:
1. It is conducted by West Bengal Forest Department.
2. It is a once-in-five-years exercise.
Which of the above given statement is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation

Both the statements are wrong because Herbivore Census is
conducted every summer in Gir forest by the Forest Department
of Gujarat.

Which of the following statements is/are correct with
respect to prohibited subsidies in WTO agreement?
1. Subsidies that require recipients to use domestic goods instead
of imported goods are prohibited.
2. If the dispute settlement procedure confirms that the subsidy is
prohibited, it must be withdrawn immediately.
Select the correct answer using the code below:
a) 1 only

c) Both 1 and 2

b) 2 only

d) None of the above

Explanation

• Subsidies that require recipients to meet certain export
targets, or to use domestic goods instead of imported goods are
prohibited. They are prohibited because they are specifically
designed to distort international trade, and are therefore likely to
hurt other countries’ trade. Therefore, statement (1) is correct.
• Prohibited subsidies can be challenged in the WTO dispute
settlement procedure where they are handled under an
accelerated timetable. If the dispute settlement procedure
confirms that the subsidy is prohibited, it must be withdrawn
immediately.

Otherwise, the complaining country can take counter measures. If
domestic producers are hurt by imports of subsidized products,
countervailing duty can be imposed. Hence, statement (2) is also
correct.

Consider the following statements about Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,1967 (UAPA)
1. It complies with the guidelines of the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF).
2. The definition of “terrorist
counterfeiting Indian currency.

act”

Which of the above statements is/are correct
a)
b)
c)
d)

1 only
2 only
Both 1 and 2
None of these.

includes

offences

Explanation

• The UAPA defines unlawful activity as any action by an
individual or association which is intended to bring about
secession or such action as to disrupt or question the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of India.
• Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental
organisation to combat money laundering and terrorist
financing. Statement 1 is correct.

• India got FATF membership in 2010 on the assurance that it
would make suitable amendments in the UAPA by March 2012.
• The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 criminalises the
raising of funds for a terrorist act, holding of the proceeds of
terrorism, membership of a terrorist organisation, support to a
terrorist organisation, and the raising of funds for a terrorist
organisation. Statement 2 is correct

How many European Union member countries has
Euro currency as their national currency?
a) 28
b) 18
c) 27
d) 19

Explanation

• European Union = political + economic union / 28 member
states.
• The EU and European citizenship defined by Maastricht
Treaty, 1993.
• The euro, introduced on 1 January 1999, has replaced the
national currencies of 19 of 28 EU Member States.
• The eurozone is a geographic and economic region that
consists of all the European Union (EU) countries that have fully
incorporated the euro as their national currency.

• The eurozone consists of 19 countries in the EU: Austria,
Belgium, Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the
Netherlands, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia and Spain.
• The euro is managed by one central bank, the European
Central Bank.
• It's the second most widely used currency in forex trading after
the U.S. dollar.
• It's also the second most widely held foreign exchange reserve
used by central banks.

• Initially, all 28 member nations pledged to adopt the euro when
they joined the EU.
• But they must meet budget and other criteria before they can
switch to the euro. These were set out by the Maastricht Treaty.
• As a result, nine EU members have not adopted the euro.
• The non-EU states using Euro are Andorra, Vatican City,
Monaco, San Marino, Montenegro and Kosovo.

Consider the following statements about CPSE
Exchange Traded Fund..
1. It comprises shares of the 11 public sector undertaking
companies.
2. It is aimed at helping increase government’s investment into
Public Sector Units (PSUs).
Which of the above statements is/are correct
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of these.

Explanation

• Why in news?
• Government has achieved disinvestment of Rs 85,000 crore in
the current fiscal, which is Rs 5,000 crore more than the set
target for 2018-19.
• Disinvestment is defined as the action of an organisation or
government) selling or liquidating an asset or subsidiary.
• Disinvestment means to sell off certain assets such as a
manufacturing plant, a division or subsidiary etc.
• CPSE Exchange Traded Fund sells the govt. shares in PSUs.

• Managed by Reliance Nippon Life Mutual Fund.
• It comprises shares of the 11 public sector undertaking
companies which are (1)ONGC (2)Coal India (3)IOC (4)Oil
India (5)PFC (6)REC (7)Bharat Electronics (8)NTPC (9)SJVN
(10)NLC and (11)NBCC. Statement 1 is correct.
• Exchange Traded Funds (ETF) are index funds that are listed
and traded on stock exchanges just like regular shares.
• They are a basket of stocks with assigned weights that reflect
the composition of an index.
• The ETFs trading value is based on the net asset value of the
underlying stocks that it represents.

The ETF is aimed at helping speed up the government’s
disinvestment programme. Statement 2 is incorrect.

Consider the following statements.
1. Permanent Account Number (PAN) cards are issued under the
Indian Income Tax Act, 1961.
2. PAN Card is issued under the supervision of Central Board for
Indirect Taxes.
3. PAN card is not issued to foreign nationals.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2
b) 2 and 3
c) 1 only
d) 3 only

Explanation

• Why in news?
• Tens of thousands of people may not be able to file income tax
returns for the coming financial year as they are unable to link
their Aadhaar to their PANs.
• The government has mandated that PAN and Aadhaar be
linked for filing income tax returns from the next fiscal, a
decision the Supreme Court has upheld.

• It is a Permanent Account Number consisting of 10-digit
alphanumeric number, which is used as an identity proof and
issued under the Indian Income Tax Act, 1961. Statement 1 is
correct.
• PAN Card is issued by the Indian Income Tax Department
under the supervision of the Central Board for Direct Taxes
(CBDT). Statement 2 is incorrect.
• It is also issued to foreign nationals like investors as a subject to
a valid visa. Statement 3 is incorrect.

• Used for opening a bank account, receiving taxable salary, sale
or purchase of assets etc.
• 10 characters of PAN card is divided into five parts.
• The first five figures of the representation are alphabets, the
next four digits are numbers and the last number is again an
alphabet.
• All these digits have a meaning.

Consider the following statements about the United
Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC)
1. UNHRC is an inter-governmental body headquartered at
Glans, Switzerland.
2. Its members are elected by the United Nations General
Assembly(UNGA).
3. Its resolutions are not legally binding.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2

c) Only 2

b) 2 & 3

d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation

• Why in news?
• The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC)has
passed by consensus a resolution to grant Sri Lanka another two
years to set up a credible war crimes investigation into the civil
war.
• In 2015, UNHRC had adopted a resolution on accountability
for the alleged human rights violations during the Sri Lankan
civil war.

• UNHRC is an inter-governmental body headquartered at
Geneva, Switzerland. Statement 1 is incorrect.
• 47 members states/ elected by the United Nations General
Assembly(UNGA) /3-year terms, with a maximum of 2 consecutive
terms.
• Meeting 3 times/year ,examines human rights violations
worldwide.
• Its resolutions = not legally binding / have moral authority.

Chelonia mydas is an endangered species as per
IUCN Red List. It is a species of
a) snakes
b) birds
c) turtles
d) camles

Explanation

• The green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas), is also known as
the green turtle, black (sea) turtle or Pacific green turtle.
• C. mydas is listed as endangered by the IUCN and CITES and
is protected from exploitation in most countries.
• The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is
a membership Union uniquely composed of both government
and civil society organisations.

• Created in 1948, IUCN has evolved into the world’s largest and
most diverse environmental network.
• CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) is an international agreement
between governments. Its aim is to ensure that international trade
in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their
survival.

Consider the following statements.
a) Campbell Marine National Park is located in Andaman and
Nicobar.
b) Sundarbans National park is a ‘Marine Protected Area’.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of these.

Explanation

• Why in news?
• Study finds low densities of the fish in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands
• The survival of the threatened bumphead parrotfish in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands hinges on the persistence of coral
reefs and presence of marine protected areas.
• Bumpheads are the world’s largest parrotfish. It eats coral as
food by bumping its head on corals.

• This activity promotes coral growth and keeps reef ecosystems
healthy.
• However, numbers of bumphead parrotfish have decreased
worldwide.
• A marine protected area (MPA) is essentially a space in the
ocean where human activities are more strictly regulated than the
surrounding waters - similar to parks we have on land.
• These places are given special protections for natural or historic
marine resources by local, state, territorial, native, regional, or
national authorities.

• Sundarbans National Park is a large coastal mangrove forest,
shared by India and Bangladesh. It has been declared a protected
marine area.
• Campbell Bay National Park is a national park in India, located
on the island of Great Nicobar.
• Reference: http://wiienvis.nic.in/database/mpa_8098.aspx

Which of the following are the causes for the spread
of West Nile Virus.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Birds
Animals
Urbanisation
Mosquitoes

Select the correct option
(a)1, 2 & 4
(b)1, 2 & 3
(c)4 only
(d)1, 2, 3 & 4

Explanation
• Why in news?
• The death of a child in Kerala’s Malappuram district has drawn
attention to the epidemiology of the little-known West Nile Virus in
India
• Urbanisation and land-use changes are bringing the virus’s
zoonotic hosts, such as birds, in more frequent contact with humans.
• Mosquitoes become infected when they feed on infected birds.
• Infected mosquitoes then spread West Nile virus to people and
other animals by biting them.

Consider the following statements.
1. The Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay (ELISA) is a
technique used to detect antibodies or infectious agents in a
sample.
2. It is used for diagnosis of HIV infection, pregnancy tests.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of these

Explanation

• The enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) is an
immunological assay commonly used to measure antibodies,
antigens, proteins and glycoproteins in biological samples.
Statement 1 is correct.
• Some examples include: diagnosis of HIV infection, pregnancy
tests, and measurement of cytokines or soluble receptors in cell
supernatant or serum. Statement 2 is correct.

Consider the following statements about Indian Navy.
1. The Indian Navy has three Operational Commands.
2. The Indian Navy’s Western Fleet is based at Mumbai and the
Eastern Fleet is based at Visakhapatnam.
3. Chief of the Naval Staff has his headquarters at Mumbai.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1 and 2
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 2
d) Only 3

Explanation

• Why in news?
• The government has appointed Vice Admiral Karambir Singh
as the next Chief of the Naval Staff.
• The Indian Navy is a multi-dimensional force that has been
organized to safeguard India’s maritime territorial integrity and
other maritime interests.
• It is headed by the Chief of the Naval Staff or the CNS. He is
of the rank of Admiral and has his headquarters at New Delhi.
Statement 3 is incorrect.

• The Indian Navy has two Operational Commands and one
Training Command. Statement 1 is incorrect.
• The Operational Commands are:• The Western Naval Command at Mumbai.
• The Eastern Naval Command at Visakhapatnam. Statement 2
is correct.
• The Southern Naval Command is the Training Command at
Kochi.

Consider the following statements.
1. Dr. Karen Uhlenbeck won the 2019 Abel Prize.
2. She is a founder of modern geometric analysis.
3. She is the first woman to ever receive the prestigious award.
Choose the correct option.
a) 1 and 2
b) 2 and 3
c) 1 and 3
d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation

• Dr. Karen Uhlenbeck won the 2019 Abel Prize —becoming the
first woman to ever receive the prestigious award, which is often
referred to as the Nobel Prize of mathematics.
• Karen Uhlenbeck is a founder of modern geometric analysis.
All statements are correct.
• The $700,000 prize is awarded by the Norwegian Academy of
Science and Letters and will be presented by King Harald V in
Oslo on May 21.

The 1961 Vienna Convention is related to
a) Prisoners of wars (PoWs)
b) Diplomatic Relations
c) Ozone depletion
d) Bio-hazards

Explanation

• Why in news?
• There have been 19 instances of harassment of Indian
diplomats in Islamabad in the last two weeks.
• The 1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations outlines
the rules of diplomatic law.
• The Convention codifies the rules for the exchange and
treatment of envoys between states, which have been firmly
established in customary law for hundreds of years.

• It has become an almost universally adopted Convention with
179 states party to it.
• The Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer is
a multilateral environmental agreement signed in 1985 that
provided frameworks for international reductions in the
production of chlorofluorocarbons
• 1961 Vienna Convention ensures that diplomats can conduct
their duties without threat of influence by the host government.
• The Convention establishes the following:
• rules for the appointment of foreign representatives;

• the inviolability of mission premises;
• protection for the diplomat and his or her family from any form
of arrest or detention;
• protection of all forms of diplomatic communication;
• the basic principle of exemption from taxation;
• immunity from civil and administrative jurisdiction, with
limited exceptions; and
• that diplomats must respect the laws of the host state.

Consider the following statements about Lokpal.
1. Chief Justice of India administers the oath of office to Lokpal.
2. Lokpal panel needs to have 4 judicial members.
3. The chairperson and members shall hold office for a term of
five years or till they attain 65 years of age.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) Only 2
d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation

• Why in news?
• President Ram Nath Kovind today administered the oath of
office to Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose as the country’s first
Lokpal. Statement 1 is incorrect.
• Former Chief Justices of different high courts — Justices
Dilip B Bhosale, Pradip Kumar Mohanty, Abhilasha Kumari —
besides sitting Chief Justice of Chhattisgarh High Court Ajay
Kumar Tripathi were appointed as judicial members in the
Lokpal.

• There is provision for a chairperson and a maximum of eight
members in the Lokpal panel. Of these, four need to be judicial
members. Statement 2 is correct.
• Upon selection, the chairperson and members shall hold office
for a term of five years or till they attain 70 years of age.
Statement 3 is incorrect
• The salary and allowances of the chairman will be same as that
of the Chief Justice of India.
• The members will be paid salary and allowances same as that of
a judge of the Supreme Court.

Consider the following statements about the Horn of
Africa.
1. It is a peninsula in Northeast Africa.
2. It is located along the north of the Gulf of Aden.
3. The countries included in the Horn Of Africa are Angola,
Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Djibouti.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) Only 1
d) Only 2

Explanation
• Why in news?
• A big explosion was heard in the heart of Somalia's capital
Mogadishu on Saturday, with clouds of smoke seen above the scene
of blast.
• The Horn of Africa is a peninsula situated in the northeast of the
African continent. Statement 1 is correct.
• It is bordered by Indian Ocean, Arabian Sea and is located along
the south of the Gulf of Aden. Statement 2 is incorrect.
• Angola is not included in the Horn of Africa. Statement 3 is
incorrect.

Consider the following statements about Bhagat
Singh.
1. He wrote “Why am I an Atheist” while in jail.
2. He was influenced by Karl Marx, Mazzini, Garibaldi.
3. He, Batukeshwar Dutt and Sachindra Nath Sanyal were the
founding members of Hindustan Republication Association.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 & 2
b) 2 & 3
c) Only 2
d) 1, 2 & 3

Explanation

• Why in news?
• On March 23, 1931 he was hanged along with Rajguru &
Sukhdev, for the Lahore Conspiracy case.
• Bhagat Singh wrote a pamphlet “Why am I an Atheist” while
in jail.
• Bhagat singh’s letters and writings, show that he was
influenced by Karl Marx, Mazzini, Garibaldi, Tolstoy, Rousseau,
Voltaire. Statement 1 and 2 are correct.

• Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) was a
revolutionary organisation, was established in the year 1928 at
Feroz Shah Kotla, New Delhi by Chandrasekhar Azad, Bhagat
Singh, Sukhdev.
• Previously,it was known as Hindustan Republican Association
(HRA). Hindustan Republican Association (HRA) was a
revolutionary organization of India established in 1924 in East
Bengal by Sachindra Nath Sanyal, Narendra Mohan Sen and
Pratul Ganguly. Statement 3 is incorrect.

The Euphrates river does not flows through
a) Turkey
b) Iraq
c) Syria
d) Iran

Explanation

• Why in news?
• IS fighters are defeated at their last enclave on the Euphrates
at the village of Baghouz, anti ISIS force says. It declares the
“caliphate” eliminated.
• The Euphrates originates in eastern Turkey, then flows
through Syria and Iraq to join the Tigris in the Shatt al-Arab.
• Shatt al-Arab empties into the Persian Gulf.

Consider the following statements about Golan
heights.
1) It was seized by Israel from Palestine during the Six-Day War
of 1967.
2) United Nations has officially recognized it to be a territory of
Israel.
3) Druze residents of the Golan Heights have Syrian origin.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2
b) 2 and 3
c) 2 only
d) 3 only

Explanation

• Why in news?
• But President Trump tweeted on Thursday that “it is time for
the United States to fully recognize Israel’s Sovereignty over the
Golan Heights,”
• For decades, the United Nations and the United States refused
to recognize Israel’s seizure of the Golan Heights and the West
Bank in 1967. Statement 2 is incorrect.

• Golan heights was seized by Israel from Syria during the SixDay War of 1967, and since then, it has been claimed by both
countries. Statement 1 is incorrect.
• Druze residents of the Golan Heights have maintained a strong
connection to Syria for decades. Statement 3 is correct.

Consider the following statements about NSSO.
1) It brings out the annual journal titled “Sarvekshana.
2) It comes under Ministry of Statistics and Program
implementation.
3) It conducts Annual Survey of Industries (ASI),.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1 and 2
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 2
d) Only 3

Explanation

• The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) headed by a
Director General is responsible for conduct of large scale sample
surveys in diverse fields on All India basis.
• Primarily data are collected through nation-wide household
surveys on various socio-economic subjects, Annual Survey of
Industries (ASI), etc. Statement 3 is correct.
• Besides these surveys, NSSO collects data on rural and urban
prices and plays a significant role in the improvement of crop
statistics through supervision of the area enumeration and crop
estimation surveys of the State agencies.

• It also maintains a frame of urban area units for use in sample
surveys in urban areas.
• It also brings out the bi-annual journal of NSSO, (not annual)
titled “Sarvekshana”. Statement 1 is incorrect.
• It comes under Ministry of Statistics
implementation. Statement 2 is correct.

and

Program

Consider the following statements about Special
Olympics World Games.
1. Recently Special Olympic Games were held in Abu Dhabi.
2. The next Special Olympic Games will take place in Spain in
2021.
Which of the above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of these

Explanation

• India has bagged 368 medals - 85 Gold, 154 Silver and 129
Bronze at Special Olympic Games in Abu Dhabi. Statement 1 is
correct.
• The next Special Olympic Games are set to take place in
Sweden in 2021. Statement 2 is incorrect. Statement 2 is
incorrect.

Consider the following statements about Enforcement
Directorate.
1. Directorate of Enforcement is a specialized agency under the
Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance.
2. It enforces Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of these

Explanation

• Directorate of Enforcement is a specialized financial
investigation agency under the Department of Revenue, Ministry
of Finance, Government of India. Statement 1 is incorrect.
• It enforces Foreign Exchange Management Act,1999

• (FEMA) - A Civil Law, with officers empowered to conduct
investigations into suspected contraventions of the Foreign
Exchange Laws and Regulations, adjudicate, contraventions,
and i ED also enforces Prevention of Money Laundering Act,
2002 (PMLA) - A Criminal Law, with the officers empowered to
conduct investigations to trace assets derived out of the proceeds
of crime, to provisionally attach/ confiscate the same, and to
arrest and prosecute the offenders found to be involved in
Money Laundering and impose penalties on those adjudged to
have contravened the law.

Consider the following statements about the
categories of cyclones.
1. The severity of a tropical cyclone is described in terms of
categories ranging from 1 to 5 related to the zone of maximum
wind.
2. Category 2 cyclone has the average speed of 200 Km/h.
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of the above

Explanation

• The severity of a tropical cyclone is described in terms of
categories ranging from 1 to 5 related to the zone of maximum
winds. An estimate of cyclone severity is included in all tropical
advices. Statement 1 is correct.
Category 2 cyclone: 125-164 Km/h. Statement 2 is incorrect.

Category

Strongest gust (km/h)

1 Tropical Cyclone

Less
Gales

2 Tropical Cyclone

125
Destructive winds

164

km/h Minor house damage. Significant
damage to signs, trees and caravans.
Heavy damage to some crops. Risk of
power failure. Small boats may break
moorings.

3 Severe Tropical Cyclone

165
224
Very destructive winds

km/h Some roof and structural damage. Some
caravans destroyed. Power failure likely.

4 Severe Tropical Cyclone

225
279
Very destructive winds

km/h Significant roofing and structural
damage. Many caravans destroyed and
blown away. Dangerous airborne debris.
Widespread power failures.

5 Severe Tropical Cyclone

More
than
280
Extremely destructive winds

km/h Extremely dangerous with widespread
destruction.

than

Typical effects

125

km/h Minimal house damage. Damage to
some crops, trees and caravans.Boats
may drag moorings.

A cave wall painting called Padmapani is in Ajanta
Caves . It depicts
a) Samantabhadra
b) Avalokitesvara
c) Maitreya
d) Vajrapani

Explanation
Avalokitesvara is believed to incarnate in Dalai Lama.
Avalokteshvara is a Boddhisattva of Mahayana School(The Great
Vehicle) of Buddhism.
Bodhisattva refers to Enlightened beings or someone who is one the
path of Awakening.
He is known for his compassion for every kind of living being even of
the lowest kind.
He is also called Padampani.
A cave painting Avalokitesvara is located in Ajanta Caves as
Padmapani.

