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Q1. Consider the following statements about Swami Vivekananda 
1. He was a key figure in the introduction of the Indian philosophies of Vedanta and Yoga to the 

Western world. 
2. He founded the Ramakrishna Math and the Ramakrishna Mission. 
Which of the above statements is/re correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 and 2 

 
Solution (C) 
Explanation  
 He was an Indian Hindu monk; a chief disciple of the 19th-century Indian mystic 

Ramakrishna..He was a key figure in the introduction of the Indian philosophies of Vedanta 
and Yoga to the Western world and is credited with raising interfaith awareness, bringing 
Hinduism to the status of a major world religion during the late 19th century.  

 He was a major force in the revival of Hinduism in India, and contributed to the concept of 
nationalism in colonial India. Vivekananda founded the Ramakrishna Math and the 
Ramakrishna Mission, Both Statements are correct. 

 He is perhaps best known for his speech which began with the words - "Sisters and brothers of 
America,"in which he introduced Hinduism at the Parliament of the World's Religions in 
Chicago in 1893. 
 

Q2. Consider the following statements 
1. Core Inflation is a measure of inflation that excludes certain items that face volatile price 

movements. 
2. In India core inflation in calculated by removing Food and Fuel from the calculations. 
Which of the following statements given above is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Solution (C) 
Explanation  
 Core inflation reflects the long-term trend in a particular price level.  
 It is a measure of inflation that excludes certain items that face volatile price movements 

because in finding out the legitimate long run inflation, short-term price volatility and 
transitory changes in price must be removed.  

 In India core inflation in calculated by removing Food and Fuel from the calculations, which 
are seasonal, highly volatile and are affected by external factors 
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Q3. In the context of Women of India-Organic Festival, Consider the following statements  

1. It aims to encourage Indian women entrepreneurs and farmers to connect with more buyers 
and thus, empower them through financial inclusion, while promoting organic culture in India. 

2. It is organized by Ministry of Agriculture. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 and 2 

Solution (A) 
Explanation  

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development is organizing the three-day 6th ‘Women of 
India Organic Festival’ at Chandigarh, to celebrate and promote women farmers and 
entrepreneurs in the organic sector from the remotest parts of India. 

 The festival aims to encourage Indian women entrepreneurs and farmers to connect with more 
buyers and thus, empower them through financial inclusion, while promoting organic culture 
in India. Through this festival, the Ministry also aims to educate people about its various 
initiatives and schemes relating to women and children. 

 
Q4. Consider the following statements about National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) 
1. It aims to cut pollution in the 100 worst affected cities by 20-30 percent by 2024. 
2. It will be a mid-term, five-year action plan with 2019 as the first year. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both  1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 and 2 

Solution (B) 

Explanation  

The Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Dr Harsh Vardhan launched the 
National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), a time-bound national level strategy for pan India 
implementation to tackle the increasing air pollution problem across the country in a 
comprehensive manner. 

Key Highlights  

 The National Clean Air Program (NCAP) aims to cut pollution in the 102 worst affected cities 
by 20-30 percent by 2024, taking 2017 as the base year for the comparison of PM 
concentration. 
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 The programme will be a mid-term, five-year action plan with 2019 as the first year.  
 

 The international experiences and national studies though indicate that significant outcome in 
terms of air pollution initiatives are visible only in the long-term and hence the programme 
may be further extended to a longer time horizon after a mid-term review of the outcomes.  

 The approach for NCAP includes collaborative, multi-scale and cross-sectoral coordination 
between the relevant central ministries, state governments and local bodies with focus on all 
sources of pollution. 

 The interlocking of the existing policies and programmes including the National Action Plan 
on Climate Change (NAPCC) and other initiatives of the Government of India in reference to 
climate change will be done while execution of NCAP. 

Q5. Umesh Sinha Committee seen sometimes in the news, is constituted for which of the following 
purpose? 
a) To review and suggest modifications and changes in the provisions of the Section 126 and 

other sections of the Representation of the People Act 1951. 
b) To resolve the Institutional crisis within the CBI. 
c) To review working of Electronic Voting Machines. 
d) None of the above  

Solution (A) 

Explanation  

 The Election Commission of India constituted a 14-member committee to suggest changes to 
Section 126 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (RP Act) in view of social media 
expansion. 

 It was chaired by Senior Deputy Election Commissioner Umesh Sinha. 
 Section 126 of the Representation of the People, 1951, prohibits displaying any election 

matter by means, inter alia, of television or similar apparatus, during the period of 48 hours 
before the hour fixed for conclusion of poll in a constituency. 
 

Q6. The $75-billion bilateral currency swap arrangement is a milestone in mutual economic 
cooperation and special strategic and global partnership between two countries. Recently Union 
Cabinet has approved India’s Currency Swap Agreement with which of the following countries? 
a) China 
b) Japan 
c) Australia 
d) Indonesia 
Solution (B) 
Explanation  
 The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal for entering into an Agreement for Bilateral 

Swap Arrangement (BSA) between India and Japan and authorizing the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) to sign the BSA with the Bank of Japan for a maximum amount of USD 75 billion. 
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 A Currency swap agreement is a foreign exchange agreement between two parties to exchange 
a given amount of one currency for another and, after a specified period of time, to give back 
the original amounts swapped. 
 

Q7. Consider the following statements about Renuka ji Dam Project. 
1. It is a storage project on the Giri River which is tributary of the Ganga at Sirmour district of 

Himachal. 
2. It would increase by the river flow about 110 per cent which will be used to meet the 

drinking water needs of Delhi and other states 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 and 2 
 
Solution (B) 
 
Explanation  
 
Renukaji Dam project has been conceived as a storage project on the Giri river (tributary of the 
Yamuna) in Sirmour district of Himachal. It envisages construction if 148 m-high rock-filled 
dam for supply of 23 cumec water to Delhi and other basin states. 

 The project will also generate 40 MW of power during peak flow. It is proposed to be executed 
by Himachal Pradesh Power Corporation Ltd (HPPCL). The live storage of Renukaji project 
is 0.404 MAF and total submergence area is about 1,508 hectares in the territory of Himachal. 

 After construction of the project, the flow of the Giri will increase about 110 per cent which 
will meet the drinking water needs of Delhi and the other Yamuna basin states up to some 
extent in the lean period. 

 Six states--Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Delhi, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh--
signed an agreement for construction of Renukaji Dam Multi-Purpose Project. 

 
Q8. Consider the following statements about Guru Gobind Singh 
1. He founded Sikh warrior community called Khalsa in 1699. 
2. He codified the composition of the Gurus into an authorized version called as Adi Granth. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Solution (A) 
Explanation  
 Guru Gobind Singh born was the tenth Sikh Guru, a spiritual master, warrior, poet and 

philosopher. When his father, Guru Tegh Bahadur, was beheaded for refusing to convert to 
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Islam, Guru Gobind Singh was formally installed as the leader of the Sikhs at age nine, 
becoming the tenth Sikh Guru. 

 Among his notable contributions to Sikhism are founding the Sikh warrior community called 
Khalsa in 1699 and introducing the Five Ks, the five articles of faith that Khalsa Sikhs wear at 
all times. 

  Guru Gobind Singh also continued the formalisation of the religion, wrote important Sikh 
texts,and enshrined the scripture the Guru Granth Sahib as Sikhism's eternal Guru. 

 Adi Granth was codified by Guru Arjun Dev, hence Only Statement 2 is incorrect. 
 

Q9. “It is an annual festival held on Makar Sankranti in Kerala, at the shrine of Sabarimala. The 
festival includes the Thiruvabharanam procession and a congregation at the hill shrine of 
Sabarimala. One of the most important rituals of the festival is the lighting of the lamp at 
Ponnambalamedu in the mountain ranges of the Western Ghats. It is referred as the Hill of the 
Golden Temple and lighting the lamp commemorates the religious festival.” Which one of the 
festivals best describes the above statements? 
a) Makaravilakku 
b) Makar Jyothi 
c) Vrichikaam 
d) Makarapoothanapm 

 
Solution (A) 
Explanation  
 Makaravilakku, an annual festival in Kerala, is celebrated on the day of Makar Sankranti which 

falls in January. This festival is celebrated with great enthusiasm on a remarkable level at the 
Sabarimala Temple in the South-Indian state of Kerala. The major attraction of the festival is 
the grand Thiruvabharanam procession which is the procession of the sacred ornaments of the 
Hindu God of Growth, Shri Ayappan. This procession is then followed by a religious 
congregation at the Sabarimala Shrine on the hilltop. One must visit this shrine to experience 
the divine vibe of Shri Ayappan and seek his blessings.. 

 One of the most important rituals of the Makarvilakku festival is the lighting of the lamp at 
Ponnambalamedu which is located 4 kilometres from the Sabarimala Ayappan Temple in the 
mountain ranges of the Western Ghats. It is referred as the Hill of the Golden Temple and 
lighting the lamp commemorates the religious festival of Makaravilakku in Sabarimala. 

 

Q10. “It consists of an elegant swan against the backdrop of the rising sun, surrounded by wavy 
waters from which has arisen a beautiful lotus flower along with a couple of leaves. This whole 
picture is encircled by a hooded serpent.  Whereas the motto adds a social dimension to the 
hitherto, purely personal, aspect of a self-centred sadhana, the emblem - which graphically 
describes a balanced combination or harmony of all the four yogas - enriches that sadhana by 
making it more comprehensive. It was designed by Swami Vivekananda” Which of the following 
options best describes the above statement? 
a) Emblem of Ramakrishna Order (Explanation not edited properly. please gro through the 

explanation. 
b) Emblem of Belur Meth 
c) Emblem of Brahmo Samaj 
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d) Emblem of Prathana Samaj 

Solution (A) 
Explanation  

 

 Any organisation, especially the one that bears the name of an epoch-making person, needs 
a motto to guide it and an emblem that constantly reminds and inspires. Realising this, 

Vivekananda placed before it the motto: आ मनो मो ाथम ् जग धताय च - Atmano 
Mokshartham jagaddhitaya cha ('For the liberation of the Self and service to the society'). 
He also designed a charming but distinctive emblem that effectively reflected this motto. 

 It consists of an elegant swan against the backdrop of the rising sun, surrounded by wavy 
waters from which has arisen a beautiful lotus flower along with a couple of leaves. This 
whole picture is encircled by a hooded serpent.  Whereas the motto adds a social dimension 
to the hitherto, purely personal, aspect of a self-centred sadhana, the emblem - which 
graphically describes a balanced combination or harmony of all the four yogas - enriches 
that sadhana by making it more comprehensive.  

 
 
  
 


